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To tlic WORSHIPFUL 

ROBERT NETT LET ON, Efq; 

Governor, 

THE 

CONSULS and court of ASSISTANTS of die RUSStA 

COM r A N Y. 


Gentlemen, 

I IjL'g the ra\'o\ r of your acceptance of a tteatife, whicli 
could not, .With any degree of propriety, be otherwiie 
addielTed. Your company is one ot the earheft and 
moft fuccersful trading corporations eftabliflicd in tliis na- 
tion. Tlie famous Sebastian cabot, the £ith^ of our 
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diftant navigation, and in feme meafiire tlie founder of our 
empire in America, was the d^redtor of your company in the 
difcovery of archangel: tliis put us in poffcffion of our 
trade to Russia, which has been hnee coiricd on with lb 
great reputation. In our own time we find the lame Ipiiit of 
induftry and enterpnze, of which your late attempt over the 
CASPIAN fea* is €xi honourable proof. How that enterpj ize 
was conduced, and what various mciduits attended it, as I 
had an opportunity of the moll authentic information, coiio- 
borated by my own experience, I have indulged my inclina- 
tion, and employed my leillire in givmg an accoimt : u ith 
what fidehty this is done, you are the proper judges. 

As this trade became an objedl of attention to the legilla- 
ture upon your recommendation, and as die great hopes con- 
ceived of it were not entertained without juft grounds i I 
prefume it will not be ungratefiil to you, that tlie public 
ftiould know upon what principles you aded, and how be- 
neficial pur undertaking might have been to thq^ nation. 
Though we have been foiled in this enterprize, the fcas are 
open to us, and whilft we continue masters of tlicm, 
they are our fafeft, and perhaps our only means of convey- 
ance j for I believe, hiftory can hardly fiirnilh an inftance in 
thefe latter times, of a confiderable trade being cairied on by 
traverfing the dominions of a foreign prince. 
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The relation of prolpcrons undertakings is the moil agreeable 
task j but inftn.iction, winch is the great end of hiftorical narra- 
tions, depends not upon the nature of events : it is not material 
whether they are favourable or not, but whether they be ho- 
nelUy and fairly ftated, the true caufes explored, and their 
influence difcovcred tluough the whole chain of effedts,^ Per- 
haps future generations may have occaflon to refer to what 
has paflcd in our time, as wc now look back to tlie days of 
queen EniZABUTH 5 and if circumftances fhould again render 
this tiadc pradticable and advantageous to the nation, tlic ex- 
perience ’ive have lately bought, muff necellarily be of great 
uie. 

If u’o call to mind that religious zeal with which you 
raifed a fund fbi building a public place of woifhip at St. Pe- 
tersburg; and your generous refolution not to permit that 
the BRITISH nation fhould be the only one in Russia without 
this mark of honour and diftindtion ; may it not be expedted 
tliat the SUPREME BEING, who dircdls all events byliis provi- 
dence, will enable you cither to revive your Caspian trade, or 
to ftrike out fbme other branch more beneficial ? The charac- 
teriftic of a brave and commercial nation is to be ever purfuing 
fomediing ufefiil to mankind. The world is not in all its 
known parts lb familiar to us, but new channels of tiade may 
be fhuck out ; nor is it lb well civilized, but commerce may 
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gently effed what tlie fword cannot. You l.avc my linccrc 
wifhes that in all things prolperity may attend your endea- 
vours, in your private, 'as well as corporate capticity, I am, 

XjENTLEMEN, 


London, 
January, 1753. 


"Your moft humble 


and moH obedient Servant, 


Jonas Hamvay. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

T he gloiy and welfare of tlie British monarchy depending on the 
acquilmon and picfcivadon of tiadc, it becomes the duty of every 
fubjeft to encoiuagc this general dcfign, and confetpcntly tq ciidcavour to 
infplic the minds of the people with fuch fentiments as* promote inhifi-ry, 
and rcftiaiii the growth of a luxurious and iiicgulai manner of living. A 
peculiar accident of my life engaged me in the puifuit of commercial 
fcnow'ledgc in a new path, which was that of tiading to Persia ov^r the- 
CASPIAN feaj but when I was initiated into this commerce, it fcLincd al- 
ready devoted to ruin , nor was it in the power of all our flcill and in Juftry 
to fupport this tender plant againft the violence of thofe lude florins which ■ 
incefiantly blew upon it j fo that it hardly began to bloJTom bcfoie it was . 
blafted. 

To tranfinit fome account of this to pofleiity, may poflibly be a means 
of recovering the trade, if future times fliould render it pradicable and 
advantageous j or at leafl of preferving the memory of this enterprize, and 
gratifying the curiofity of the more intelligent part of this nation, who 
know the impoitance of trade : for this commerce was pfopofed to intro- 
duce the uicful commodity of law lilk, the bafis of one of our moft con- 
fidciable manufactures, on the cheapeft terms j and, which is ftill more, in 
exchange for our manufactured wool, from which fuch advantages are 
deiivcd to GREAT BRITAIN, 

Never any new trade was entered upon vvith more fanguinc hopes, 
or profecuted with more laborious attention by feveral of the mofl: eminent 
merchants of this metropolis j to which we may alfo add, fcarce any 
commercial fcheme has had a more powciful protection from great 
princes. It nmft be confefled, that taking all tbefe advantages togc- 
tlier, it had once fo fair an appearance, tbat it dazzled the eyes of ma- 
ny, and engaged very clear heads, as wdl as honeft hearts, ui its caufe. 

Vaiious 



vm 


INTRODUCTION. 

Various were the obje£tions made againft this commerce, with icgrrd to 
the intereft of odier mercantile compaoies : fome of the members of thofe 
companies foretold its fate in general terms , but, as an iiiftance of the fal- 
lacy of human wifdom, the defign was at length fruftrated by means the 
leaft, if at all fufpeCted , for could it be mugincd that one, who engaged 
hjmfelf as a British fadtor in Persia, would engage alfo as a fliipwnght 

to NADIR SHAH ? 

When meirhave committed errors in life, it is common to fuggtft ic.i- 
fons for them, as if they exifted in their minds previous to their adtions. 
I believe, Mr. elton, who had the chief merit in openuig this tiadc, did 
not really forefee the tendency of his engagement to nadir siiau, to 
which Its deftru6tion was in a great meafure owing, If the Russians 
could have been fuppofed idle fpedlators of a Persian naval powei, or of 
a few trading fhips on the Caspian fea, Mr elton certainly purfued one 
temporary means of flrengthening our intereft with nadir , but fuch a 
fnppolition to him who knew the connexion of things on tliat fide, was 
weak if he did make it j and if he did not, his judgment which, in many 
inftances, was very good, here certainly failed him. But to confider the 
-matter in a mercantile light only, what folid foundation could there be 
for die fecurity of property under fo tyrannical a government, as that of 
PERSIA i whenafaflror to merchants, engages as afeivanttothecrown, and 
becomes fubjedl everyday to be called to an account? This queftion he 
hardly ever afleed, but fufiered himfelf, the ccanmon failing of mankind, 
to be lulled into an eafy fecurity, by contemplating only the bright fide of 
thepiofpedf. Had he adied with moie confiftenc^, we certainly might 
have longer retained the countenance of Russia, and longer fupported 
our trade in the noith of Persia: for fo long as princes are on good 
terms, national compads are not violated without very fti ong reafons, though 
eafily cancelled when they are not. ' 

When I left England in i743> ^ remember that Mr. richard 
LOCKWOOD, a TURKEY merchant, difcourfed with me to this effed: : “ Ei- 
ther you will teach tne russiai^s how to tiade, and ^hen become an 
objed of tlieir jealoufy, if you have fuccefs m this enterpnze, or you 

" will 



will be plnndeied in Persia 5 and in eitlier cafe your trade cannot laft 
“ 1 Experience has taught us, that his obfeivation was juft, and m 

foine iiieifuie pp.pljLLicd It IS ceitain, that in the many years experience 
of the TURKEY company, tliey nevei anyfaflois in the northern 

piovMKv-s of PERSIA tlicy thought It more judicious to leave that rifque, 
ns we'l as tlie pionts ariling fiom fuch eftablifliment to the Armenians j 
who ufcd to bung the Persian lilk to them in Smyrna and aleppo, as 
the RUSSIANS and Armenians now bung great pait of it to St bs^ers- 
BURG But die turkey company never had the fainwnupii.i.jii-, as the 
RUSSIA mci chants : they had no tieaty with the turks, to provide foi 
a fafe paftage to Persia, nor any .nvitauoiu fiom the mouths of princes to 
enter upon thetiade. Befides, theii by-laws reftiamed then fadtors fiom. 
fending goods into prrsia on theii own account. 

The pailiament, by an adt of 1749, now permits us to impoit law filk 
from St PETERSBURG in exchange foi our woollen manufadhues. and I 
hope fome ' h antages will accrue from it to this nation Some time muft 
pafs befoie affairs in Persia will be fufficicntly reftored to allow of any 
coMfid.iibL export of raw filk fiom dience , however this is abundantly 
made up to us by die hipplici we icceive from odier countries. The ballance 
of oui RUSSIAN tiade is ufually about a million of rubles in favour of that 
empiie. We import annually about two millions of Russian commodities, 
and export to die value of one in our own j die advantages by this aft aie 
ftill cncrcafud in favour of Russia, and ought to give us the greater weight 
with them in the political fcale 

I thought it heft in the profecution of this work, aftei the perufal, and 
widi die confent of thofe who weie moft intercfted, to mtioduce fevcial of 
the material papers I received 111 the courfe of my coircfpondcncy, of 
which indeed there are none of a private natuie This audicntic method 
cieates fome repetition'', which howevei I have as much as poffible avoid- 
-ed. Fart of thefe papers, as they lelate to the opening of this trade, have 
been ah eady punted, and publiflied at diff-iLiic times in detached pieces. 
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When I was 111 PERSIA my cniiufity led me to collcdt fcvcral ttnoc- 
dotes conceining the famous iifiipLi nadir shah : I had the fpitune 
to eiqpenence fuch marks of hi^ cknu-iKy, as the mod. pohtc ciiui''- 
TiAN countries can produce few parallels. This ifhiultd me an tip- 
poitunity of enieung into the charailer of this cxtraoidiiuiy pciron j ami 
as 1 found no regular and continued hiftorical account of hinij I ick'hLd 
to ufe my own papers, with the addition of fuch as 1 could pjocure hcic 
andThfcjtussiA. The proper bafis of fuch a work, feemed to lu the re- 
volutions of ^ERyA duruig this century, till the time in which lie tame 
to aCtfadiea'dful a pa’-t on the ftage of life, this pciiod takes in near 
thirty ye and includes the iiuhai.pj leign of iiussi.in, and the iii\ ilu>n 
of the AFGHANS. The accouni which we have hithcito liad of (his in I'tcr 
is impel fcid . I fliould not however have launched fo deep, Ini" that I 
found a french piece lately pnblilhcd, tlie authot '' of ivliich ha.-? taken 
gieat pains in collefting the bed materials. The oiiglnal wiittis of ti.uil'- 
adlions in the east have a peculiar propenfity to tlie inai vclloin. : and ru ro- 
pe ans alfo, who have not been on the fpot, aic apt to give in to the fame 
abfurdity. Thus I have endeavoured to rectify, as wtll from my own 
perfonal obfeivation, and anecdotes, as fiom the geneial lealbn of things. 
It ought hov ever to be remembered, tjiat the genius of the fas'iirn na- 
tiDiis necedanly gjves their hidory the air of romance. To convey an idea 
of the PERSIAN government, of which we have many intimations in the 
facred writings, I have prefixed to that volume a chiom-logical .ibridgr 
ment, which, in one view, takes in the mod material of the numerous 
rcrolutioiis from the foundation of that anticnt monaichy. 

^ M. cla;rac. 
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PART I. 

THE 

EARLIEST ACCOU4»?TS 

OF T H E- 

CASPIAN TRADE, 

FROM 1553 TILL THE AUTHOR EMBARKS 
ON THE CASPIAN SEA IN 1743. 

CHAP. I. 

^tempts made by the JirJi English adventurers towards opening a trade 
through RUSSIA into Ay from 1553 to 1581. Letters wrote by 
EDWARD VI. and queen Elizabeth on this fubjeSi ^ with fome par- 
ticulars relating Caspian trade in thofe days. 

A S I have embarked in a deiign to write an hiftorical account of 
the late British Caspian trade, which is interwoven with a mul- 
tiplicity of interefting and amufing circumftances j it will not, I 
think, be foreign to my fubjedt to trace matters from the earlieft times, 
and exhibit in a fummary way the attempts formerly made towards efta- 
blilhing a commerce of this kind, with the difficulties and interruptions 
it met with till the year 1738, at which period the enfuing narration pro- 
perly commences. 

VoL. I. ' A The 




Part I. 


c THE EARLIEST ACCOUNTS 

The opening a trade over the Caspian fea to Persia, has ever fince 
the difccvery of arckamoel by the English, been confidered as capable 
of producing fo many advantages 4 :o this nadon, that attempts were made 
towards obcaining a lhare in it, fo early as the very eflabiiihment of our 
RUSSIA company. With regard to tlie feveral events which happened to 
our firft adventurers, though they are not the immediate fubjedl of this re- 
lation, yet as tliey are vifibly connected with, and explanatory of it, I fliall- 
give” feme few particulars with which the reader will have no reafon to* 
be difpleafed?^'^r it caniiot be a vulgar entertainment to the benevolent, 
whofe hearts are capable of improvement from, the examples of our gene- 
rous anceftors, to learn when and by WEor.i the difeovery was Srft made 
that opened a way to the commerce which is the fubje-il of thefe papers. 

This.amiublefpirit of enterprize whiclr animated our countrymen, firfl:> 
prevailed in 1 553, being the feventh and laft year of the reign of Ed- 
ward VI. This prince then wrote his letter miffive in Greek, and feveral 
other languages, recommending Sir hugh willoughsy and Mr. richard 
CHANCELER, with their company, to the protedlion of the princes and 
rulers of the earth, but intended more particularly to thofe of tlie fouth 
eafi: parts of the globe. Modern ages of refinement and fuperior know- 
ledge of the world, have rendered fucli applications romantic, if not ridi- 
culous j but this tvas not the cafe in tliofe times, nor can we with any con- 
fiftency withhold our commendation of that pious and fimple, as well as 
military and commercial genius, on which our forefathers eredled thofe 
monuments of knowledge, riches, and glory, which have been fince car- 
ried to fo prodigious a height. ■ Upon thefe principles, the following let- 
ters muft afford fome pleafure to the intelligent and curious reader. 

T^^DWARD the fixt, by the grace of god, king of England, 

-i— / FRANCE, and IRELAND, &c. To all kings, princes, rulers, 

“ judges, and governours of the earth, and all other hauing any excellent 
“ digaitis on the fame, in all the places under the uniuerfal heauen : peace. 
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tranquilitie, and honour, be unto you, and your lands and regions, which 
“ are under your dominions, and to euery of you, as is conuenidnt. 

** Forafmuch as the great, and almightie God, hath given unto man- 
kind, above all other living creatures, fuch a heart, and defire, that e- 
*' uery man defireth to ioyne friendfliip with other, to loue, and be loued, 
“ alfo to giue and receiue mutual benefites : it is therefore the dutie of all 
“ men, according to their power, to maintaine and increafe this defire in 
“ euery man, with well deferuing to all men, and efpecially to fliewe this 
“ good affe£tion to fuch, as being moued with this defire, come unto 
“ them from farre countreis. For howe much the longer uoyage they 
“ have attempted for this intent, fo much the more doe they thereby de- 
“ dare that this defire hath bene ardent in them. Furthermore alfo, the 
“ examples of our fathers and predeceflbrs doe invite us hereunto, foraf- 
much as they haue euer gently and louingly intreated fuch as of 
“ friendly minde came to them, as well from countreis neare hand, as 
“ farre remote, commending themfelves to their protedion. And if it be 
" right and equitie to ftiewe fuch humanitie toward all men, doubtldTe 
the fame ought chiefly to be {hewed to Marchants, who wandering a- 
“ bout the world, fearch both the land, and the fea, to carry fuch good 
and profitable things, as are found in their countreis, to remote regions 
and kingdomes j and againe to bring from the fame, fuch things as they 
“ find there, commodious for their own countreis : both as well, that the 
“ people, to whom they goe, may not be deflitute of fuch commodities 
“ as their countries bring not foorth to them, as that alfo they may be par- 
« takers of fuch thinges, whereof they abound. For the God of heauen 
and earth, greatly providing for*mankinde, would not that all things 
{hould be founde in one region, to the ende that one flioulde haue 
“ neede of another ; that by this meanes friendlhippe might be eftablifh- 
“ ed among all men, and euery one feeke to gratifie all. For the eflablith- 
ing and furtherance of which uniuerfall amitie, certaine men of our 
realme, moued hereunto by the faide defire, have inftituted and taken 
upon them a uoyage by fea into farre countreis, to the intent that be- 
* * A a tweene 
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" tweene our people and them, a way may be opened to bring in, and 
“ carry*out marchandizes, defiring us to further their enterprize. Who af- 
“ fenting to their petition, haue licenfed the right valiant and worthy Sir 
“ Hugh Willoughby, knight, and other our truftie and faithfull fer- 
“ vants, which are with him according to their defire, to goe to coun- 
“ treies to them heretofore unknowen, as well to feeke fuch things as we 
“ lacke, as alfo to carry unto them from our regions, fuch things as they 
“ lacks. So that hereby not onely commoditie may enfue both to them and 
“ us, but alfo^ indiffoluble and perpetual league of friendfhip be efta- 
“ blifhed betweene us both, while they permit us to take off their things, 
“ fuch whereof they have abundance in their regions, and we againe 
" grant them fuch things of ours, whereof they are deftitute. Wethere- 
“ fore defire you kings and princes, and al other to whome there is any 
“ power on the earth, to permit unto thefe our fervants, free pafILge by 
“ your regions and dominions ‘ for they fhall not touch any thing of 
yours unwilling unto you. Confider you that they alfo are men. If 
« therefore they fhall ftand in neede of any thing, we defire you of all 
“ humanitie, and for the nobilitie which is in you, to aide and helpe them 
“ with fuch things as they lacke, receiving againe of them fuch things as 
“ they fhall be able to give you in recompence. Shew yourfelves fo to- 
“ wards them, as you would that we and our fubiefts fhould fhewe our- 
“ felves towards your fervants, if at any time they fhall pafTe by our re- 
“ gions. 

“ Thus doing, we promife you by the Go n of all things that ace con- 
“ tained in heaven, earth, and the lea, and by the life and tranquilitie of 
“ our kingdomes, that we will with Kke humanitie accept your fervants, 
" if at any time they fhall come to our kingdomes, where they fhall as 
“ friendly and gently be entertained, as if they were borne in our domi- 
“ nions, that we may hereby recompence the favour and benignitie which 
you have fhewed to pur men. Thus after we have defired you kings 
“ and princes, &c. W^ith all humanitie and r.ivour, to entertaine our well- 
“ beloued fervants, we will pray our almightie God, to^grant you long 
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“ life, and peace, which never fliall haue end. Written in London, which 
« is the chiefe City of our kingdome, in the yeere from the creation of the 
« world 5515, in the month of JiAR % the fourteenth day of the 
« month, and feventh yeere of our raigne.” 

The fleet fent out upon this difcovery, in confequence of the king’s let- 
ter confiiled of the Bona Esperanza, the Edward Bonaventure, 
and the Bona Confidentia, all under the Command of Sir Hugh 
Willoughby, as captain-general. It was this gentlemai^sJate, m com- 
pany with the crew of the Bona Esperanza, to be frozen to death the 
fame year in Lapland j but Richard Chanceler, who command- 
ed the Edward Bonaventure, had the happinefs to make a difcovery 
of Archangel, from whence he was conducted to Mosco, and there 
received with Angular marks of diftinaion by the great duke Ivan Was- 
siLOWiTz, who accepted the offer of commerce, and returned a favour- 
able anfwer to the king’s letter. 

The next material incident was in 1555, when a treaty with the great 
duke, fometimes called emperor of Russia, was made; by which he 
granted ample privileges to the English merchants trading to Russia; 
and the fame year, king Philip and queen Mary honoured them with a 
charter. The next year Osep Nap eoff, the Russian ambaffador, came 
into England. In 1557, Anthony Jenkinson paffed through Russia 
into Bokhara, which he was very quickly obliged to leave ; the king of 
Sam ARCAND having invaded that country. He found that the Persian 
trade lay mofl: on the fide of Syria, and the frontiers of Turkey. 
After variety of fortunes and difficulties, which have a very remarkable 
analogy with thofe of the time of which I am now writing, he returned 
home bySvay of Casan on the Volga, in 1560, having firft had the 
honour of hoiftingthe red crofs of St. George, or the royal banner of 
England on the Caspian fea. 

» JiAR. is the month of fcbruary* 
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In 1561, being encouraged by the merchants adventurers, the fame 
Jenkinson went into Persia, having procured a letter from queen 
Elizabeth, nowin the third ygar of her reign, to the Shah, Tjehmas, 
the king of that country, 'which, for its Angular fpirit and firoplicity, I 
alfo beg leave to infert. 

TT^LIZABETH, by the grace of God, queene of England, &c. To 
" the fight mightie, and right uidtorious prince, the great Sophie, 

« emperor of the Persians, Medes, Parthians, Hyrcanes, 
** Carmanarians, Margians, of the people on this fide, and be- 
“ yond the river of Tygris, and of all men and nations between the 
“ Caspian fea and the gulph of Persia, greeting, and moft happie 
increafe in all profperltie. 

“ By the goodnes of the almightie God, it is ordayned, that thofe people, 
which not onely the huge difiance of land, and the invincible widenes 
** of feas, but alfo the uery quarters of the heauens doe mofie farre fepa- 
rate and fette afunder, may neverthclefle through good commendation 
“ by writing, both eafe, and alfo communicate between them, not onely 
the conceiued thoughts, or deliberations, and gratefull offices of huma- 
nitie, but alfo many commodities of mutual intelligence. 

" Therefoi'i, whereas our faithfull, and right well beloved fervant An- 
“ THONiE Jenkinson, bearer of thefe our letters, is determined, with 
” our licenfe, favour, and grace, to p-ifiTe out of this our realme, and by 
“ Gods fufferance to travel even into Persia, and other your jurifdidi- 
“ cns : we minde truely with our good fauour, to fette forward, and ad- 
“ nance, that his right laudable purpofe ; and the more willingly, for that 
this his enterprife is grounded upon an honeft intent, to eftablifli trade 
“ of merchandize with your fubiefls, and with other firangers traffiking 
f' your realmes. 


“ Where- 
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“ WhereforCj we have thought good, both to write to your maieflye, 
« and alfo to delire the fame to uouchfafe at our requeft, to grant to 
« oitr faide fervant, Anthonie JenSlinson, good pafports, and fafe 
“ condudts, by meanes, and authorkie whereof, it may be free, and lawfull 
“ for him, togetlier with his familiars, fervants, cariage, merchandize, 
“ and goods whatfoever, through your realmes, dominions, jurifdidions, 
“ and prouinces, freely, and without impeachment, to journey, goe, pafle, 
« repaffe, depart, and tarry fo long as he fliall pleafe, and from tlience to 
“ returne, whenfoever he or they fliall thinke good. If thcTe holye duties 
“ of entertainment, and fweete offices of naturall humanitie, may be wil- 
“ lingly concluded, lincerely embraced and firmely obferued, betweene us, 
“ and our realmes, and fubieds, then we doe hope, that the almightie 
“ God will bring it to pafle, that of thefe fmall beginings, greater mo- 
“ ments of things lhall hereafter fpring, both to our furnitures and ho- 
“ nors, and alfo to the great commodities and ufe of our peoples : lb it 
“ will be knowen, that neither the earth, the feas, nor the heauens, haue 
“ fo much force to feparate us, as the godly difpolition of natural hu- 
“ manitie, and mutuall beneuolence, haue to ioyne us ftrongly together. 
“ God grant unto your majeftie, long and happie felicitie in earth, and 

perpetuall in heauen. Dated in England, in our famous citie of 
“ London, the 25. day of the month of Aprill, in the yeere of the 
“ creation of the world 5523, and of our lord Jesus Christ, 561, 
“ and of our raigne the third.”. 

Having procured an introdudion into Persia, Jenkinson returned 
home without any remarkable fuccefs. In 1 557 the Turks conquered the 
weftern coafts of the Caspian fea, and, in a great meafure, prevented the 
advancement of that commei'ce which the merchants naturally flattered 
themfelves w'ould happen, in confequence of the favourable decree obtained 
by Jenkinson from Abdallah Khan, then king of, Shi rvan and 
Hircania, which lafl: we now call Ghilan j butSHiRVAN was then 
the refidence of our fadory. Several English fubjeds were employed in 
this traffic, of whom one Thomas Alcocke was murdered in Persia. 

After- 



10 ATTEMPTS TO ESTABLISH A TRADE Part I. 

In 1626, fir Robert Shirley was fent ambaffador from the Eng- 
lish court to Abas the great, king of Persia. The honourable 
impreffions which the P e i^si an s “early entertained of this nation, may 
be deduced from the declaration made to that ambalTador by this potent 
prince, the moft renowned of the Persian kings, viz. That he wilh’d 
“ the chriftian princes would not wage war againffc each other, for he was 
“ fenlible, their common enemy the Turk took great advantages from 
“ thence7 tho’_^ by the many defeats he had given the Turks,- he had con- 
vinced the world of the fuperiority of the Persian arms. — That he 
" would deliver in Cameroon “ 10,000 bales of filk, and take the value 
“ in English cloth for which if he could not find a market in his own 
“ kingdom, he would diipofe of part to his neighbours 5 for he fhould 
“ be greatly pleafed to deprive the Turk of the yearly cuftoms which 
he received from the Persian kiervans which go to the foreign 
“ markets in Aleppo j a profit which he knew to be fo confiderable, 
** that the janizaries were fupported by it, and confequently that it fup- 
“ plied his enemies with force to fight againft him. — That he efteemed 
the^ king of Great Britain as the head of the worlhippers of 
'* Jesus Christ, and fhould be extremely glad of his friendfhip.” . It 
mull: be remembered, that both the Persians and Turks did in thofe 
days receive fuch advantages from their commercial intercourfe, that by 
mutual agreement caravans were fufFered to pafs unmolefted, during the 
long and inveterate wars which fubfifted between thofe two nations. 

The French formed a defign of opening a trade from Archangel 
over the Caspian fea, in the beginning of the laft century, as well as 
in this, of which I fhall have occafion to fpeak j but it does not appear 
that they carried either into execution.— This indeed is certain, that 
Frederick duke of Holstein in the year 1633, fent a very pomp- 
ous and expenfive embafly to Shah She fie. After enduring many 

® Suppofed to be meant bales of feven batmans of 12 -f lb, English, not 25 batmans, as now in ufe. 

* The moil correft writing is kiervan, commonly called caravan j but as this lail word is fo well a- 
dopted with us, I lhall prefer it. 
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hardihips and fufFerings, the embafladors were ihipwrecked on the wefts- 
ern coafts of the Caspian fea-, and being landed in Persia they alfo 
met with a variety of no lefs remarkable difafters. I do not find that this 
embafly had any effedt with regard to the raw filk of the northern pro- 
vinces of Persia, though it may be prefumed that the duke had formed 
a fcheme of obtaining an ample fupply of this valuable commodity, for 
his own manufadtures in Holstein. 

After the Russian grand duke Alexis Michaelowitz had re- 
covered Astrachan out of the hands of the Tartats, we find a 
large quantity of English and Dutch cloths bought by the Russi- 
ans and Armenians in Archangel, for what they called the As- 
trachan trade. — For when this place fell into their hands, being fo ad- 
vantagioufly fituated, it foon became a confiderable mart, the Tartars 
from feveral parts of thofe vaft countries which furround it, reforting 
thither for European commodities. Their trade was carried over the 
Caspian into Persia, in thofe wretched veflels which the Russians 
at that time built on the Volga j for Peter the great was then in 
the infancy of his power, and the European manner of building Ihips 
had not as yet been introduced into Russia. 

For a great length of time we do not find that the Russian navigators 
went farther than Niezabad, from whence they exported the fllk of 
Shir VAN. — This trade was however frequently interrupted, both on the 
Volga, and on the coaft of the Caspian, by the Kooban and Na- 
GAY Tartars, as well as by the Cossacks and Russian pirates, — 
Shamakee, the capital of Shirvan, on the weftern coaft of the Cas- 
pian, was the refidence of the Russian merchants, where they drove a 
confiderable trade.— -But the Lesgees having invaded Persia, and plun- 
dered Shamakee in 1712, Yevreinof'f, a Russian merchant, loft 
near 200,000 crowns. This accident fodifcouraged the Russian traders, 
that they almoft quitted the field to the Armenians, who were more en- 
terprifing in commerce, as well as more r?folute in defending their property. 

B 2 But 
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But how great foever the encouragements this nation might have from 
the Persians, we had not lefs from Russia, in confequence of the 
fervices that nation had received from us, and the natural connedlion we 
had with it. — The czar Peter thought none had fo good a right to a 
commerce through his country to Persia as the English, and had con- 
ceived hopes of making it confiderable enough to engage our attention. 

His folicitude in purfuing this fcheme was fo great, that he publifhed a 
decree in Ty i ^ permitting all foreigners, as well as his own fubjedts, to, 
import raw filk into his dominions from Pe r s i a, or from any of the coun- 
tries to the eaftward of Russia ^ but I could never learn that this had 
any eifedt, becaufe foreigners thought the conveyance dangerous, if not 
impradticable, and none but Armenians or Russians were fettled in 
the northern parts of Persi,a, with a view to carry on this trade. 

. T,ffiHMAS, the lawful heir of the Persian diadem, being driven into 
Khorasan by the invafion of Mahmud ® and his Afghans, after the 
death of his father fultan Hussein, who was llain by thofe rebels? 
he invited Peter the great^ in 1722, to come to his affiftance. — 
The czar accordingly made prodigious preparations, and marched a great 
army along the weftern coaft of the Caspian, with which he proceeded 
in perfon as far as Derbend. — It is more than probable that fo wife a 
prince would not have undertaken fuch an expedition, but in purfuit of 
his favourite plan, of diredting the courfe of the filk trade through his 
country. — Indeed he had been flattered into a perfuafion that the Lesgee 
1'artars would fubmit to him ? but on the contrary they harrafied the 
Russian army exceedingly, and rendered their march along the coaft 
as dangerous as it was fatiguing. — Befide the weftern coaft of the Caspi- 
an, the czar took pofiTeffion of great part of Ghilan ? but the peafants 
of that country negledled their filk, fo that very little of this commodity 
could be procured from them. The warmth and dampnefs of Ghilan, to-v 
gether with the unwholfome fruits, rendered that province the grave of 
the Russians ? for which reafon the emprefs Anne very prudently con- 

« The Con of Mm Vaks, chief of Cakdahar. 
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fented to evacuate the country in 1734, without drawing any advantage 
from it. 

To return to Peter the great. A feV months before his death 
he requefted in a particular manner of an English merchant^, then on 
his departure for England, to treat with the merchants in London, a- 
bout opening a trade through his countryr^o Persia j but this prince did 
not forefee all the difficulties attending the undertaking, though he was fen- 
fible of many of them. — His death however put an end to the enquiry at 
that time j and the apprehenfions the Br i t i sh merchants then conceiv- 
ed of the dangers which the trade would be expofed to, proved a hind- 
rance to the attempt, till the year 1738, when an unexpedted incident 
happened, which opened a new fcene of commercial adventures. 


CHAP. III. 

Mr, Elton’j propofal in 1738, to the English faBon in St, Peters- 
burg, to open a trade through Russia into Persia. — Mr. Elton’j 
employment in the Russian fervice, in journey into Per- 

sia in 1739. 

S UCH was the fituation of affairs, with regard to the Caspian cwn- 
merce, when Mr. John Elton, who had been bred to the fea fer* 
vice, made a propofal in 1738, to fome of the British factors in St. Pe- 
tersburg, to carry on a trade through Russia into Persia, by way of 
the Caspian fea. As this gentleman makes a confiderable figure in thefe 
papers, the reader, in all probability, will be curious to have fome acfcowit 
of him, and of the motives which induced him to engage in this under- 


taking. 


^ Mt. Richard Mainwaking* 
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taking. — I fhall therefore, to gratify fo reafonable a curiolity, infert the 
following account, extrafted from that which he gave of himfelf to the 
British merchants, at the time of his making this propofal. 

In the beginning of the year 1735, Mr. Elton was fent by the court 
of Russia to allifl: in the Orenburg expedition in the rank of a fea cap- 
tain. — This expedition was con^inanded by general Wassillie Nekietish 
Tattischeff, and was intended to eftablifli an eifedual barrier againft 
the Tartaits, and, in fc&ne meafure, to -afcertain and cover the fouth 
eaft frontiers of the empire, by building fortifications, and making fmall 
fettlements on the rivers Samara, andYAEiKj and, at the fame time, to 
open a communication betwixt the city of Samara on the river Volga, 
crofs the Step ® quite to Siberia, the diftance of about 800 English 
miles. Thefe fortifications are at feveral diftances from ao to 40 Russian 
werfts, according to the maps inferted, with garrifons of 100, 200, or 
300 men ^ but thefe fettlements are not yet all made ^ 

This it was prefumed would give a check to the inroads of the neigh- 
bouring Tartars, particularly the Kiergeese, and, in time, become a 
means of civilizing them. — It was alfo imagined, that a fafe road through 
their country to the great and lefler Bokhara, might be difcovered from 
forae of thefe new fettlements. In order to accomplifli this end, it was 
xcfolved that captain Elton fhould be fent to explore and examine the 
lake Aral, which lies to the eaftward of the Caspian \ but he could 
never penetrate thither, being prevented by the inteftine broils which then 
broke out among the Baskierkie Tartars, who though they have 
•been reputed fubjeiSts to the empire of Russia above a hundred years, 
yet, within that period, have frequently rebelled. So that Mr. Elton 
being difappointed in this defign, employed himfelf whilft he continued 

■ w* connmon name in Russia for a ddfert cowitry, 

* Tie reader will obferve what countries border on thefe fettlements^ by the two charts^ N® IT, 
and III, annexed, which arc. part of ajnanufcript map, iut be^of a very large fize, I have divided 
.iUnto three. 
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in the Russian fervice, during the Orenburg expedition, in laying down 
fome part of the great rivers, Bella, Kama, Volga, and Yaeik, and 
feveral conliderable rivers that fall into them 3 and in drawing a geogra- 
phical map of the fouth eaft frontiers, from the fprings of the Yaeik, 
which rife out of the mountains on the confines of Siberia. — He traced 
that river to the city of Yaeik, through its courfe of near 600 English 
miles; and from Yaeik, to the city of Samara, which is 150 English 
miles, all through a defert. 

In this manner he fpent four years, which afforded him a conftant oppor- 
tunity of converfing with the different forts of roving Tartars, who inha- 
bit thofe vaft and uncultivated countries that lye betwixt Bokhara and the 
weftern boundaries of Siberia; andlikewife with the Sarts, who are civi- 
lized trading Tartars, and live in Bokhara, and in the other cities to the 
eaftward. — Of thefe there ’ are confiderable numbers, who annually crofs 
the Step, from the cities of Khieva and Bokhara, as well as from 
Torcustand, Tashkund, Khojend, &c. to fome of the new Russi- 
an fettlements.— There were many Yaeik Cossacks during this fpace 
under his command, who were taken prifoners in the unhappy expedition 
of prince Beckawitz, which I fhall have occafion to mention more particu- 
larly hereafter, and who had been flaves feveral years in Bokhara. From 
the converfation he had with thofe people, he conceived a ftrong notion, 
that if a fafe road could be ftruck out to thofe cities, a very advantageous 
trade might be carried on with them, and great quantities of woollen goods 
vended. — But at length he found it was abfolutely impradticable to crofs 
the Step from any of thofe new fettlements on the Yaeik to Khieva \ 
Torcustand, Tashkund, &c. on account of the perpetual excurfions 
of the Kiergeese, Kharakhulpacks aniKniviNSKiE Tartars, who 
inhabit the Step, and are continually plundering each other.— He con- 
cluded therefore that the only fafe and eafy paffage to Bokhara, lay 
down the river Volga, and acrofs the Caspian to Astrabad, or to 
fome other port in the fouth eaft bottom of that fea. 

\pommonIy wrote ^hiva, I endeavour to adapt the orthography to the trae pronunciation. 

Having 
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Having thus contraded a ftrong inclination to vifit Bokhara, he re- 
turned to Petersburg, in January 1738, and quitted her imperial majef- 
ty’s fervice with fome diTguft, not having been promoted as he expeded. 
Immediately upon his taking this ftep, he began to entertain thoughts of 
going amongft the black Khalmucks, to the eaftward of Khieva, from 
whence gold and other precious commodities were brought into Europe. 
— Thefe people had their ambafladors at that time at the court of St. Pe- 
tersburg, who flattered fome foreigners with hopes of meeting with a 
kind reception in their country. This defign, which I fuppofe was looked 
upon as a little extravagant, did not take place j however he ftill perfifted in 
his views of making fome new and profitable commercial difcovery. After 
fome time he brought his projed to bear, for having cultivated a good 
underftanding with the British fadors in St. Petersburg, and entered 
into a clofe conjundion with Mr. Mungo GR.ffiME, a young Scotsman, 
they obtained credit, and a fmall cargo of goods proper for Khieva and 
Bokhara. — With thefe they fet out the beginning of the next year upon 
this expedition, of which as it is remarkable, abounds with very curious 
incidents, and contains many ufeful particulars relating to the fubjed of 
thefe papers, I fliall give a fuccind narrative of it, faithfully extraded 
from his own journal. 


C A P. IV. 

Mr. ELTON’f journal from Mosco till bis arrival at Reshd. 

WJ^ Mosco the 14th of March 1739, and travelled 240 
V'V werfts * with fledges to Murom, a city fituated on the north 
** hank of the river Occa.— -This river is very confiderable, and falls into 

* A werft 35^ of :aii English xnile^ 


the 
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the VOLGA at niezanovogorode. The ice was yet fubfiftlng, bat 
“ full of holes, and rotten j however as it was then a hard froft, clear and 
moonlight, we ventured to traverfe it at midnight, and got fafe over. 
" From thence we proceeded about 160 werlVs to the city arsamas, her© 
“ we found the rivulets much fwelled with the melting of the fnow, and 
s' the ice broken up, fo that we could not continue our journey till the wa- 
c* ters abated, and . it was convenient to travel with waggons on wheels, 
t' with which we had a fair opportunity to provide ourfelves. The latter 
c' part of our journey proved as tedious to us, as it was fatiguing to our 
“ horfes, being frequently obliged, by the overflowing of the waters, to 
“ leave the main road and go far about. Two of our horfes died with fa- 
“ tigue, and the reft were greatly harrafTed. We arrived at arsamas the 
" 2ift, and took up our quarters in an adjacent village. 

" The 4th of April we provided ourfelves with waggons and frefli carri- 
ers, and finding the waters almoft drained off the land, we departed for 
“ SARATOFF. — Our courfe being to the fouth eaft, travelling began to be 
“ pleafant, the fummer advanced, and the roads grew every day better oa 
" the STEP, where we found great plenty of wild ducks, fnipes, heath- 
" cocks, and other birds, of which we fhot more than enough to fupply us, 
" and lived wholly on game. But there was yet no grafs on the step, fo 
“ that during our four days travelling over it, we were obliged to carry hay 
“ and corn for our horfes : however we fhould have found it very agreeable^ 
" but that one or other of us was conftrained to be continually on the watch, 
*' for fear of a furprize. There are houfes called zaimoras, built for the 
" accommodation of travellers in winter, about 20 werfts diftant. In thefe 
" cottages we were forced to take up our lodgings, water in other places 
“ being very fcarce, Thefe zaimoras are harbours for rogues, as well as 
“ for honeft travellers, which obliged us to be more than ufual on our guard'^ 
•“ neither could we put any confidence in our waggoners. We had only two 
RUSSIAN fervants with us, fo that we divided ourfelves in the night into 
two watches, a method which we afterwards continued all the way down 
5 ' the VOLGA, 

VoL, I; 


C 


April 
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“ April the 15th. We arrived at the city of saratoff, and waited on the 
WEYvoDE * j we found great difficulty to get quarters, the town having 
“ been burnt about a year before. As the Armenians, whom we were in 
‘‘ hopes to have found here, had failed two days before ; we were much 
** diftrelled how to get a paflage, no veiTel being obtainable but large boats 
“ which were bound down the volga with meal, and might probably 
« be a month in their paffage to astrachan. The large lotkas “ and ca- 
“ noes, which ufed to be here in great numbers, were either gone or going 
“ on the flurgeon fifhery, and could not be either hired or purchafed on any 
** terms. Thus we were under the flrongefl; difficulty imaginable how to 
get to ASTRACHAN time enough to fecure our paffage over the cas- 
“ EIAN. 

“ While we were under this dilemma, a veffel arrived with paffengers 
” from SAMARA, and being informed that there was a lotka belonging 
to her, bad as £he was, we determined to buy her. The reader will 
eafily comprehend what £he was, by the inconfiderable price of three 
rubles and an half, which we gave for her. It required two days to pre- 
« pare her for the voyage j in the mean time we engaged five hands to go 
“ with us to ASTRACHAN. The third day we put our goods and part of 
“ our baggage and provifions on board ; but the far greateft part of the latter 
we were forced to take out again to be fent after us by the firft opportu- 
nity, for there was only room for our oars, and two of us to fit in the 
** ftern. When we all got into the boat, being now ten in number, (he fwam 
“ -fo deep that we were extremely irrefolute whether to proceed in her or 
“ not. But fenfible of the Angular advantage of joining the Armenians, 

“ who were gone before us, defirous alfo to crofs the Caspian iii the fame 
“ veflel with them,- and perfuaded that if we miffed this opportunity j we 
“ might lofe ' half the fummer before another veffel failed for reshd, or 
“ that arriving there late in the feafon, we might be forced to winter in ghi- 
" LAN j we ufed our utmoft expedition in difpatching all things for our de-‘ 
” parture, and refolved to proceed with her. On the fecurity of our little ■ 
1 The chief magiftrate, who aAed as governor. ^ Boats fo called. 


** cargo 
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“ cargo all our hopes of opening a trade depended j and to arrive at astr a- 
“ CHAN with our goods damaged, was the fame as not to arrive there at 
“ all. Thefe difficulties made us forget the dangers, to which we were ex- 
pofed from a party of pirates, who we were informed hovered about zo- 
“ LOTOVA. We had fire arms more than fufficient, and not hearing that 
“ thefe robbers were as yet provided with them, we made no queftion of 
“ our capacity of defending ourfelves in cafe they fhould attack us. 

“ April the 20th. We fet fail, and left saratoff, but were detained fbme 
hours every day by contrary winds, which blew frefli j this obliged us to 
“ go very near the entrance of zolotova inlet, which on a fudden brought 
“ us in fight of a party of at leaft 40 perfons, who were on the bank with 
“ fix large boats. We infizantly flood to our arms, and demanded who they 
" were, they anfwered that they belonged to nisnanovogorode, and 
“ were going to astrachan. We rowed down about a mile lower, and 
“ went affiore, but before we had well landed, the crew of one of the fuf- 
“ pedted boats put off, and came diredly down to us j but as we kept our 
“ people under arms, fhe held on her way down the Volga. We met 
“ with many alarms of the like kind in our paffage, fometimes from the 
RUSSIANS, fometimes from the khalmucks ; and the winds being often 
contrary, and our boat fo very deep laden, we were frequently obliged tb 
“ make fafl to the fliore, by which means it was a fortnight before we reach- 
“ ed astrachan, where, as may be Very ealily conceived, we arrived 
•“ thoroughly fatigued j fince there was no room to lye down in tlie boat, 
“ and to fleep fitting was almoft as bad as being without fleep j befides, the 
“ danger of being, furprized, permitted us to take at the moft only broken 
numbers. 

“ May the 4th, being at astrachan, we fecured our boat, and, after 
taking our reft, landed our goods and baggage. Here we found the arme- 
NiANS whom we fo much d^firedto join • they intended to load their goods 
one of the veffels belonging to the crown, which was to fail for reshjj' 
in three weeka. In this interval we informed ourfelves of' the nature of 

C 2 . « the 
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‘‘ the PERSIAN trade, and how it was carried on by the Russians, as well 
“ as the ARMENIANS. The latter fufpedling our defign were very Ihy in 
“ giving us information ; and as we eafily perceived this, we could not rely 
“ on what they faid. They acknowledged however, that the trade from 
“ ASTRACHAN to PERSIA had hitherto been free and open; that foreign 
« merchants importing goods into Persia, might carry them to what mar- 
« ket they liked beft, and difpofe of them to whom they pleafed; but that 
“ this year all goods brought to reshd were obliged to be fold there; and 
« that the shah’s fon would not permit any one to buy them, except his 
“ own merchants ; for although they might keep their goods, if they did 
not like the price which thofe merchants offered, yet they were not af- 
“ lowed to carry them to any other market, or permitted to fell them to any 
« other perfon ; and that the shah’s fon had engroffed all the raw filk to 
“ himfelf, fo that this commodity was to be procured only of his mer- 
chants. 

« Things being thus circumftanced, we determined to proceed dire.dlly 
from ASTRACHAN to KHiEVA, and thence to Bokhara, for which 
” places the goods we had with us were very proper. Here was a veflel 
“ bound for cape karaganskoi, on the eaft fide of the Caspian, from 
whence, by traverfing the step, in about ten days we might arrive at' 
“ KHIEVA, and proceed from thence to Bokhara. Two Russian fac- 
” tors intended to make this voyage, as well as feveral khivinskie tar- 
“ TARS, who came in the fame veflel from cape karaganskoi the, year 

“ before. We were defirous to fee Bokhara, and from thence to’ come 

“ home through Persia, thinking ourfelves fecure of felling our goods 
“ there for a confiderable profit, and in the right road at the fame time of 
“ gaining a tolerable acquaintance with a country fo little known to eu- 
“ ropeans, and of carrying on a trade in which we chiefly placed our 
** hopes. But we found the veflel old and crazy, and were told, that in 
paffing the step to khiev a, we fhould run the greateft hazard of being . 
“ plundered and fold for flaves : for though the *kh an of the tartars 
V fhould, on notice of this veflel's arrival, fend a fmall efcort to meet and 

“ protedt 
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« proted the caravan, yet this was a ilender fecurity, fince as the tartars 
« are crafty andfubtle, and wonderfully fkilled in ftratagems, he might at the 
« fame time fend a much ftronger party to plunder it. But what prevailed 
on us moft to delift from this expedition,’ was the certain intelligence we 
“ had of the Persians - invading that country} lb that had we arrived fafe 
“ at KHiEVA and Bokhara, there conld be but little hopes of our return- 
“ ing home by the way of Persia } and thus the principal end of our 
‘‘ journey would have been defeated. "We now therefore turned our eyes 
" diredfly towards Persia, though even on that fide we had but a gloomy 
“ profpedf, and obferving that the Armenians Ihipped off goods for reshdj 
“ it encouraged us to run the fame rilk, as without fome rilk nothing could 
“ be done. 

“ May the 23 d. Being informed by the lieutenant, who was the com- 
“ mander of the admiralty, that a veffel belonging to the empress was on de- 
“ parture for reshd, we immediately put our goods and baggage aboard her^' 
“ and proceeding down the volga, the next day we arrived at yerkie. 

A midlhipman, who was the commanding officer there, gave us the beft 
“ quarters he could procure. The houfes in that place are very mean, ex- 
cept that belonging to the admiralty, which cpnfifts of four rooms, where 
four midlhipinen were lodged. We arrived at yerkie five days before 
“ the ARMENIANS, and were forced to remain there four days longer, be- 
fore they had loaded their goods, and the veffel could be put into a condi- 
“ tion to fail. 

“ June the 3d. Having left yerkie in fair weather and a calm, we 
" drove with the ftream over the bar. After a paffage of 14 days, we ar- 
“ rived fafe in enzellee road, and the next day got over that bar, and en- 
“ tered the haven. 

“ The next day we warped over enzellee lake, and came to perri- 
“ bazar, a fmall village on the fouth bank of the lake. Here the perj 
“ SIAN cuftom-houfe officers had their llation, and all the goods defign- 
y ed for RESHD are landed. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

«r 

' Mr, elton’x journal continued^ from hit arrival at .'R.'ESVLTi till his obtain- 
. ing a decree of riza kouli myrza, the regent of Persia, in favour 
of the BRITISH merchants, 

«« T U N E the 2 1 ft- We landed our goods and baggage, and after they had 
“ al been vifited by the cuftom-houfe officers, we proceeded diredlly with 
them to RESHD, which is eight English miles diftant. The goods were 
“ lodged in the cuftom-houfe, and remained there about three days, in which 
time they were opened, viewed, valued, and delivered to us j the duty 
‘‘ was 5 per cent, on their valuation, the amount of which they left at our 
« pleafure to difcharge when we thought fit. We were obliged to take up 
lodgings in a very indifferent caravanferai j indeed thebeft of them are very 
“ mean, the rooms having no light but from the door, fo that they appeared 
‘‘ like the cells of a jail in our own country. But at length we procured a 
" houfe, in a lituation fo pleafant that it feemed a heaven to us. Our great- 
« eft concern now was, in what charaCber to adt, being fuch entire fhang- 
ers, and the firft Englishmen that were known to have come hither o- 
ver the Caspian on account of trade. As it was moft agreeable to our 
“ inclinations, fo it was our primary intention, to live privately, and re- 
“ turn home unobferved ; " but this we found to be a icheme abfolutely 
“ impracticable, Tor the joulfa Armenians "at astrachan, as well as 
" thofewho came over in. the fame veffel with us, being much alarmed 
** at the notions which, through jealoufy and fear, they had formed of our 
defign, had acquainted every body who we were, particularly the gover- 
' “ nor of the province of ghilan, whom we were well alTured they had en- 
deavoured to prejudice againft us. In this lituation we laboured to pro- 
cure the very beft information we could' of the difpofition and temper 
of the PERSIANS, and determined to adt in our proper charadler as mer- 
chants. This refolution .being once formed, to prevent his fending to en- 

quire 

* Inhabitants of joulfa near Isfahan, 
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“ quire after us, we waited on the mustapha, who commanded the city in 
" his abfence. We informed him that we were Englishmen, come with 
** a fmall cargo of English cloth, to fee how it would fell in ghilan, and 
“ to buy raw filk j that if, upon the experiment, we fliould find it anfwer, 
“ our defign was to engage largely in the trade, and eftablifli a fadlory in 
“ GHILAN i that as one of us was a feamain®, as well as merchant, it was 
proper to take a furvey of the Caspian, that we might know if it was 
“ navigable, and how far we might venture our goods on it ; alfo to enquire 
” if the veflels that now traverfed the Caspian were to be trufted, or whe- 
** ther we fliould be obliged to have velTels of our own. 

" To which the mustapha p replied, that the shah was a great encou- 
rager of trade, without doubt, would favour our defign j that we 
** might depend on indulgence and protedtion in all things we could teafon- 
ably defire ; and that he would immediately make a report .of us to the 
VIZIR % who was in the country. The favourable manner in which, 
“ our projcd was received, gave us great pleafure ; however we thought 
it neceflary to pay our -relpedls to the viziR-himfelf, as foon as poffible. 

“ June the 27th, Having provided ourfelves with horfes, we fet out for 
lahijan, a city about 5.0 werfts to the eaftward of reshd, where the 
“ VIZIR had a country feat, the heats being much more moderate there than 
at reshd. It was late in the evening when we arrived at lahijan. Our 
“ guide and interpreter, who was a Persian thatfpokcRuss, carried .us di- 
“ redtly to the calentar % whofe eldeft fon received us very civilly. When 
** the CALENTAR came home, he repeated the compliments which his fon 
had made us, ordered fupper, and appointed us an apartment in his houfe, 
“ After fupper we retired, and were followed by the calentar’s eldeft fon^ 
“ who brought two .of his .countrymen with him. . Finding that they drank 

* Here Mr, Elton firft made a dlfcovery of what he ought ia all prudence to have concealed* 
r Signifies a writer ; there are of different orders. 

' 'Vilir is the next officer to the governor. 

' Town-clerk, 


“ ftrong 
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ftrong liquors, and had excellent lemon-juice, we treated them with punch, 
“ 'which lafted till midnight, at which time our brandy was near expended j 
“■■for we did not exped to find any admirers of ftrong liquors among the na- 
*^'*tiveS of PERSIA. 

“ June the 28th, About fun- rife we waited on the viz|R, having previoufly 
“ fent our prefent, as no perfon in that country appears before a great man, 
“ for the firft time, without a gift of fome kind or other. He received us 
very kindly, bidding us welcome ; and immediately chairs were brought 
“ us to fit down. Ouir interpreter informed him, who we were, and op 
“ what account we came into Persia, and begged in our names the favour 
“ of his protedion. He anfwered, that as we were ftr angers, fo he reck- 
oned us his guefts j and therefore had we not come about any particular 
“ bufinefs, it was his duty to do all in his power to ferve us,: that as .to our 
“ defign, he would talk to us about it, when he came to reshd, and then 
he would forthwith make a report to the shah, who he was alTured would 
not fail to fliew us favour. He entertained us with coffee, tea, and fweet- 
** -meats, but excnfed himfelf that he could not alk us to dine with him that 
** day, becaufe he was to go immediately to reshd ; however he defired that 
“ we would reft ourfelves with the calentar, who would be very glad of 
" our company. The houfe of the vizir ftood at the weft end of a large ob- 
“ long court, of green turf, enclofed with a wall, a quarter of a mile in 
“ circumference. The eaft end of the houfe was a large covered gallery, 
“ in -which is a fountain, and from whence we had the command of a coun- 
** try that would have afforded an excellent landlkip, the profpedt to the 
“ eaftward and the adjacent lands, being interfperfed with mountains, woods, 
“ and vales, fo that nothing could be more -delightful. At the farther end of 
** the gallery fat the vizir, -on each fide of him feveral Persians of diftindtioni 
' who, fmoaking their calean, oblerved a profound lilence. The vizir had 
the, command of ja 1 000 men : in the abfence of the governor he has a 
guard of 1 00 men, whom he ordered to be drawn up under the gallery, 
in two- lines facing each other, .intendmg it as a compliment to vUs. 


“ We 
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We then returned to the calehtar’s houfe, with whona we were 
« now become in fome meafure acquainted j and retired to our apart- 
ments when we pleafed. Curiolity to fee^ us encreafed the number 
“ of his guefts : Among feveral perfons of note there came three aftrolo- 
“ gefs, who were drelTed in white, with large turbants of the fame co- 
« lour. The Persians to this day are great lovers of aftrology, and pay 
« a profound refpeft to the profeflbrs of it, relying much on their predic- 
“ tions j we fhewed them a particular regard, and the more as we ap- 
« prehended they were fcnt by the vizir, on purpofeto give their opinion 
« of us. Our interpreter, without our knowledge, had informed them 
« that' JOHN ELTON ^ was a proficient in aftronomy, which induced one 
« of them to fend us, by way of prefent, a Persian Kalender very fair- 
“ ly written. The vizir having ordered his fervants to kill a deer, of 
which there are great plenty in the neighbouring mountains, at noon 
“ they returned with a fat buck, on part of which we fupped that night, 

“ Next morning we took leave of the calentar, and returned to 
« RESHD, not without being much incommoded by the heat, otherwife 
« this would have been a very pleafant journey. On every fide we faw 
groves of all kinds of fruit-trees, and gardens abounding with water- 
melons, which were now in feafon. The number of fmall trenches, 
« that convey running water to the rice fields, yield a very refrefliing 
« fight in thofe extreme heats, and frequently allayed our thirll. 

“ July the I ft. This afternoon we waited on the vizir, and repeated 
“ to him the view of our coming into Persia, upon which we had 
“ a long difcourfe with him 5 the refult was, that with regard to the 
« goods we now brought with us, the shah’s merchant would buy them, 
“ and give as much as any other perfon ; and if we pleafed we might go 
to the shah’s fon at mesched, and negotiate our own affairs ; but we 
« had already intimated that fo long a journey did not fuit with our prefent 

^ It mult be obferved, that this journal, though more immediately given by j. ei.ton^ is wrote in 
the plural as from him, and his companion gr jeme alfo. 
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“ fituation ; he then hinted to us, that if we would draw up a petition, 
“ explaining what thofe privileges were which we dcfired, he would 
diredlly forward it to th^ shah’s fon, who he affured us would not hc- 
« fitate to grant a decree in our favour. Having fo fair an opportuni- 
« ty, and finding the Persian trade would anfwer, we immediately 
embraced the vizir’s ofier, and returned him our thanks, telling him 
that we would draw up a petition as foon as poflible, and lay it before 
« him for his approbation. 

** After taking our leave of the vizir, we went to the shah’s merchant, 
“ with whom we difcourfed for a long time. He enquired particularly a- 
“ bout the nature of our trade, whether the company of English mer- 
" chants, who traded to St. Petersburg, was the fame that traded to is- 
“ FAHAN, by way of east India. We anfwered all his queftions to 
** fatisfadion, and informed him of what had pafled in our converfation 
“ with the vizir, and our intention of fending a petition to the shah’s fon 
“ at MESCHED, to defire his protedion, and a free trade into his domini- 
ons. At this he expreffed great fatisfadion, and obferved, that as our 
petition related to trade, it would be referred to his mailer, the shah’s 
“ principal merchant, W'ho is his treafurer and a great favourite, to whom 
“ he would write particularly concerning us j at the fame time he alTured 
“ us of his readinefs to do all the good offices in his power. We thank- 
“ ed him, and added, that as we intended to return very foon to astra- 
“ CHAN, it would be of lingular advantage to us to have our bufinefs 
“ fpeedily difpatched, 

“ The next day we drew up a petition in English, of which we pro- 
cured a tranllation into the Persian language, in the bell manner we 
“ were able ; the following contains the feveral articles. 


To 
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To Riza Kouli Myrza,. regent of Persia. 

'The petition of j. elton and m. gr^me, in behalf of the British 

company of merchants. 

I. “ '' I ^ HAT the BRITISH company may navigate the Caspian, and 

“ Jl at all other times, without reftraint, fail with merchandize 
“ to and from any of the shah’s ports on that fea. 

II. “ That they may at all times import merchandize into any part of 
« the shah’s dominions in Persia, india, or Bokhara, paying fuch 
“ duty only on importation as the fubjedts of Persia ufually pay j and 
“ inveft the produce in raw filk, or any other commodity of the shah’s 
“ dominions, paying fuch duties on exportation, as the fubjedts of per- 
“ siA pay. 

III. “ That they may have liberty to hire or buy houfes or warehoufes 
« in any part of the shah’s dominions, and there difpofe of their goods 

to the beft advantage, without being liable to any other duty than what 
“ was firft paid on importation, 

IV. “ That the company may have all polEble protedlion for their 
“ perfons and elfedts, in every part of the shah’s dominions, and leave 
« to depart thence freely at all times, as their occafions lhall require. 

V. “ That the company will be ready at all times to contrad with 
“ the shah’s merchants for any quantity of cloth for cloathing the per- 
“ SIAN army, or any other ufe, the shah’s merchants agreeing for the 
“ price, and delivering patterns for fuch cloths. That when the faid 
“ cloth fhall be imported according to contradt, if the shah’s merchants 
“ find any of them inferior to the pattern, they may rejedt them j but for 
** what they lhall receive, they are to pay the company ready money. 
“ That whatever cloths are refufed, the company may fell them in any 
“ part of the shah’s dominions, on the beft terms they can. 

D 3 


“ The 
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" The company wiil be at all times ready to contradl with the shah’s 
mercl-ints for any quantity of any other fort of goods j and they defire 
“ that no delays may be made on the part of the shah’s merchants, in 
“ receiving goods for which they have contrafted. 

VI. “ That if they fiiall contract with private Persian merchants for 
any certain quantity of goods, and a difpute fliall arife about the de- 
“ livery or payment of the fame, the governor of that province fiiall de- 
cide the difference j but if the company fhall not chufe tq abide by 
“ the decifion of the governor, that then they may have leave diredtly 
“ to appeal to the shah himfelf. 

■ VII. “ That if any of their fhips fhall arrive at any other of the Shah’s 
“ ports befides res'td, and they fliall not be furnifhed with Persian 
" money enough to difcharge the duty of fuch goods as they import, 
then the receiver of the cuftoms of fuch port fhall take a bill of ex- 
“ change on the company’s houfe at reshd, for the amount of fuch 
duty. 

•f 

VIII. “ That when the company fhall have paid duty on goods ini - 
“ ported, the faid goods fhall not be liable to any farther duty on any 
“ pretence whatfoever, although fuch goods are carried from the pla'ce 

where they are landed, to any other part of the shah’s dominions. 

IX. “ That goods imported by the company, not for the shah’s ufe, 
« but defigned to be fold in the inland parts of his dominions, may not 

be liable to be wholly unpacked by the cuflom-houfe officers, but only 
“ fo far opened as may fatisfy them there is no fraud defigned, and 
“ that the contents of the bales are really fuch as they are reported to 
be. 

X. “ That they may have a broker appointed to attend them, who, if 
required, may be a witriefs betwixt them and any perfon they may con- 

‘ ‘ tradt with, or fell goods to j alfo for any other fuch ufe. 


« We 
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« We humbly beg that this ou;: bufinefs may be fpeehly dif- 
« patched, that we may return with our report ; and if, 

“ through the fliort time we have had to draw up this Pe- 
“ tition, we have forgotten any material articles, we hum- 
“ bly' defire we may obtain them next year. 

Signed and . 

« When this petition was tranflated, we prefented it to the vizir and 
« alfo to the merchant, who approved of it ; we informed them at the 
« fame time that we had nothing but a gold repeating watch of curious 
“ workmanfhip, worthy of the regent’s acceptance. They both thought 
“ it proper to fend the watch as a prefent with the petition j therefore 
“ having prepared fair copies in our own and the Persian language, we 
« delivered them to the merchant, together with the repeating watch, and 
« a plain gold one for the regent’s treafurer. On the 4th of July they 
“ were all fent forward to mesched. 

“ The few goods we had brought with us, we fold to the regent’s 
merchant, who bargained with us very fairly, and gave us as good a 
“ price as we could have obtained of any of the private merchants who 
« valued them. 

t 

« The regent, after the example of his father, had entered into very 
ct oppreflive meafiires, by buying up all European goods, as well as raw 
** filk, making himfelf the only merchant in Persia. Complaints being 
“ made to him of the pernicious confequences of this policy by the ca- 
“ lentar of RESHD, who was deputed by the people of that city, he 
“ ordered him to be ftrangled, under pretence that by fuch reprefentations 
“ his authority was contemned j however, this projedt wounded the per- 
« SIAN merchants in a moft fenfiblc manner, and could not therefore, in 
“ the opinion of the wifeft heads, be of any long duration. 

** A month 
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A month and feven days being expired fince we forwarded our pe- 
“ tition, and the feafon drawing near for the departure of the laft fhipa 
“ from PERSIA to ASTRACHAN, we began to be impatient for an anfwer. 
«' We reprefented to the vizir the neceffity we were under of returning 
“ to RUSSIA in the autumn, otherwife we muft lofe a whole year. The 
“ VIZIR replied, that one of us at leaft ought to ftay, to do honour to 
“ the regent’s decree ; and dropt feveral expreffions, intimating the dan- 
“ ger himfelf fhould be expofed to, if he permitted us to depart. He de- 
" fired that Mr. elton fhould remain, and that he would fend Mr. 
“ GR^ME poll by land to fhe Russian frontiers, and provide him a fafe 
“ convoy at the shah’s expence, Whilft this matter, fo interefting to 
“ us, was in agitation, the 1 5th of Auguft a courier arrived with a de- 
cree, which we received with much fatisfadtion. We prefented the 
“ courier with a complete Persian habit, which, according to the cuf-' 
tom of the country, he wore in honour of us, and, in return, he in- 
filled on our fervants acceptance of three gold ducats. The decree was 
, “ conceived in the following terms. 

The decree of Riza Kouli Myrza. 

^'\ U R high commandment confifls in this, that we have condef- 
** cended to grant the petitioners the contents of their humble 

petition j and be it known to the moft excellent Begler Begs, moft 
honourable governors and commiilioners of our empire of iran 
“ which refembles paradife j the country of balkh, and its dependencies. 

Whereas fome honourable English merchants have arrived here from 
** the empire of Russia, we have given them liberty, and hereby allow 
them, to land their goods, with all freedom, in any of our ports of the 
CASPIAN, and from thence to carry them to any market of our em- 
“ pire, particularly to our provinces of khorasan, herak, ears, 

VAUSIER, RODSHAUN, VEZID, KHERMAN, BALKH, ANHIHOBAD, 

:SJRABRAN, .and to the hanks of ,the river amu, to the confines of 

“ BAD- 
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“ BADDUKHSHAN, CABUL, COSBIN, PSTAGNE, tO the empire of INDIA, 

“ and to the banks of .the river attok : And that they be permitted 
“ and indulged to purfue their journies with their merchandize, without 
“ the leaft interruption or difturbance, we have ordered all the fubjedts 
“ of our empire to give them all feafonable affiftance. When they 
“ fhall have determined at any port or place to open their goods, and ex- 
“ pofe them to fale, they may at all times do fo without interruption ; 
“ and what remains unfold, they are left at the liberty to tranfport them 
where they pleafe, in velTels or on loads. Upon fuch veffels or carriages 
“ on which their goods {hall be loaded, the cuftomary duty only {hall be 
“ taken, and by no means any more {liall be exacted from them. 

“ If thefe ENGLISH merchants defire to buy up and export any of the 
“ commodities of the empire, in that they {hall meet with no manner of 
“ hindrance, but {Iiall find the fame indulgence as any other merchants 
** whatfoever. When their vellels or merchandize {hall happen to arrive at 
“ any port or place where there {hall be no English conful, or English 
“ houfe, or though there {hall be an English houfe, yet if they have 
“ no inclination to land their goods, no force {hall be ufed to oblige 
“ them to land them, nor {hall they, under any pretence, be detained, 
after paying the ufual duty, and taking a receipt or difcharge for the 
“ fame. If it {hould happen, that they have no money ready to pay the 
“ duty on goods they {hall import into any other port or place befides 
“ reshd, then they may give an aflignment on their houfe atRESHD.' 
“ If they {hall have occafion to hire, or buy veflels, for carrying off, or 
« bringing on {hore their goods, the commanders of our ports are here- 
" by commanded to give them all reafonable alTiftance therein. If thefe 
” merchants defire to fell their goods out of their own quarters, houfes, 
" or warehoufes, we give them full power fo to do j and let none have 
“ the alTurance to interrupt them, under pretence that the goods have 
« not been regularly viewed by the cuftom- houfe officers i but at the 
« fame time we exped they will not offer goods to fale, that have not been 
“ regularly reported at the cuftom -houfe, to the injury of our revenues. 

« If 
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" If the ENGLISH merchants de£re to hire, buy, or build houfes at 
** RESHD, or in any other port or place, in that we order them to have 
“ all reafonable ailif:ance,'but the inhabitants of fuch places /hall not be 
''.,conftrained to part with their houfes, agaih/l their inclination i yet 
« they /hall treat the English with all imaginable civility and refped:. 

« If any of the goods they /hall import, be thought proper by our com- 
“ mifiaries for ourfelf, fuch may be taken by them for our ufe, at the 
“ fame price as they would be fold to other people, our commi/Taries pay- 
“ ing ready money, and they /hall not be obliged to part with, or de- 
“ liver goods, without ready money j and in fuch payments let none dare 
“ to give them the lea/l trouble, under pain of our highe/I difpleafure. 
“ Whatfoever goods they fhall bring, that /hall not be thought proper for 
" our ufe, they have liberty to fell them to whom they pleafe, without 
“ hindrance or delay j and thefe the English merchants have leave to /hip 
o/f, and carry to what place they /liall think moft convenient j and if 
“ any di/Ferences happen in trade, and they /hall come to hearing or trial, 
“ the commi/iaries of the place are ordered to give immediate fentence 
** without partiality. 

“ In whatfoever port the English merchants /hall pay their duty, 
there they are to have a written difcharge, in which /hall be fet forth, 
« for what goods they have paid duty, and the amount thereof, that 
“ 'they may not be liable to pay duty for them again, in any other port 
" or place. The cu/lom-houfe o/Bcers are not to break open and unpack 
“ their bales, but to take the merchant’s word for the contents of them, 
“ that they may fu/fain no damage. In whatever province the English 
« merchants /hall aiTivej our mo/l excellent Begler Begs, and other our 
“ honourable commanders, are hereby ordered to /hew them all imagin- 
able refpedf, nor to ^low or fu/Fer any perfon whatfoever, to a/Front or 
moleil them. And /being the petitioners are only acquainted with the 
« EUROPEAN language, and cannot confer with our fubjedts without an in- 
terpieter, it is nece/Fary .their brokers Ihould be men acquainted with both 

.languages. 
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languages. If they defire fuch interpreters, though they are chtiftians, 
‘‘ they have leave to make ufe of them without reftraint. 

The petitioners are received under our moR gracious protedion : the 
watch which they fent was received j and as a mark of our favour, by 
‘‘ the bearer hereof, we prefent them with 50 rubles : and we hereby 
command our moft high trufly treafurers and regifters of our empire, 
'** to regifter this our high decree, and put it in execution, under pain of 
our higheft difpleafure. 

Written at mesched in the Shumafnel Saneuf 1152 years 
( ) The place of the feal of 
Riza Kouli Myrza^ 
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CHAP. VI. 

Mr. ELTON returns to St. Petersburg. His farther proceedings in ejia* 
blijhing the Caspian trade, till the. delivery of his memorial to the honour-^ 
able Mr. finch. 

I N the preceding extraft from Mr. elton’s journal the reader will, 
without queftion, obferve that the regent’s’ decree was in every re^edt 
as full and clear as could pofiibly be defiredj and tho’ I believe fome la- 
titude was taken in the tranflation of it, yet it was the regent’s mean- 
ing to give allpoffible encouragement to the trade p)ropofed. As to paying 
ready money for goods taken for the ufe of the crown, it was never prac- 
tifed in our time ; it was called ready money, but it generally proved a 
laborious task, and required Ibme time to recover itj and as to contradt- 

f Augiift 1739. 
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contradting for goods on patterns previous to their arrival, it is not prac- 
tifed in Persia. 

The 50 crowns fent b? the regent as a prefent, has no air of grandeur, 
but it was difcovereJ after feme time, rhat the execrable wretch who was 
entrufted with the gold repeating watch, had delivered only a mean one 
of lilver. 

Mr. ELTON having received the decree, prefented It to the governor ; 
who received it {landing, in the moll relpedlful manner, putting it firft up 
to his forehead, with both his hands, according to the manner of the 
PERSIANS. The whole company rofe up at the fame time, and when 
the governor had again taken his feat, he read the decree, and gave it 
to the VIZIR for his perufal. He defired likewife that he might have 
a copy thereof, in order to communicate the fame to all whom it con- 
cerned, and enter it alfo on the public regifler. At the fame time he 
infilled that Mr. elton Ihould remain in Ghilan, from a prefumption 
that the regent would make very particular enquiries concerning him and 
his partner. ‘ Mr, elton reprefented that his Haying there would frullrate 
the ends of the decree which the regent had given him j becaufe his em- 
ployment required him to repair forthwith to St. Petersburg, in order 
to fettle matters witli his conllituents. Accordingly leaving Mr. crjeme, 
he departed the aad of Augull for Russia, and after meeting with tedi- 
ous delays, and fome unkind ufage during his quarentine at the mouth of 
the VOLGA, he arrived in St. Petersburg about the end of January 1740. 

The fuccefs he had in Persia procured him a kind reception from the 
ENGLISH fadlors, who after confulting their principals in London, defired 
he would prefent a memorial to his majefty’s miniller at the court of rus- 
siA, the fubllance of which will appear from the following extradts. 


Extracts 
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Extradts of a memorial delivered by j. elton, to the honourable Mr. 
E. FINCH, his majefty’s minifter at St. Petersburg. Dated in St; 
PETERSBURG, July 1740. 


“ ^ ' HE northern provinces of Persia produce the greateft quanti- 

“ ^ ty, and the beft fort of raw filk; and from thence the fouthern 

“ provinces, and the lilk manufadtories at mesched, as well as thofe in 
“ TURKEY, are fupplied. The provinces moft abounding in lilk arc 
GHILAN, the principal city in which is reshd ; shirvan, the capi- 
“ tal of which is shamakie; aran b of which the chief city is 
“ GAN JA : the two former of thefe provinces are on the fouth weft 
« Ihores of the Caspian fea, and the latter is adjacent. 

“ Since nadir shah’s acceffion to the throne of Persia, he has* 
made mesched, the capital of khorasan, his favourite city, and 
« confequently the feat of the Persian empire; fo that by the extra- 
ordinary privileges with which he has endowed that capital, and by 
other meafures that he hath taken to aggrandize it, he has in fome 
meafure drained Isfahan of its inhabitants. 


“ Riza kouli myrza, regent of Persia, and eldeft fon to na- 
DIR shah, hath eftablilhed his refidence'at mesched for fome 
years paft, during his father’s abfence in INDIA; in which time he 
hath taken the city of Balkh, and cleared the frontiers of khora- 
“ SAN from the Turkomans and ousbeg tartars, who ufed fre- 
quently to infeft them. ’Tis prefumed likewife that the city of bok- 
KARA has by this time fubmitted to the Persians. 

“ The feat of the Persian empire being thus removed fo near to’ the 
“ CASPIAN, for mesched is but an eafy journey from the port of as- 
“ TRABAD, is, without doubt, a very lucky circumftance for our mer- 
chants, who by that means are enabled to fupply it with europe- 
AN commodities, particularly with woollen goods, which is aa article 
J Aran is generally wrote Erivam, 
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“ of very great confequence; as all the Persians, from the higheft to 
“ the loweft, eileem and prefer woollen, cloaths to their own cheaper filk- 
“ en manufadhires, infomnch that tliey never wear hofe of any fort but 
fuch as are made of woollen cloth 

“ To fupply the capital city of Persia, and the adjacent provinces, 
“ with woollen goods and other European commodities, is not the only 
“ motive that Ihould determine the British merchants to eftabliih their 
« principal mart at mesched. The confideration of the advantageous 
“ fituation of that city, ought to carry their views much farther j for it 
“ lies moft commodioufly to anfwer the demands of the neighbouring 
“ parts of tartary. For whoever confiders the great extent of 
“ both the Bokhara’s, the kingdoms of tangut and Thibet, to- 
“ gether with the vaft tradts of land that border upon them, muft at 
“ the fame time fee that tliey contain many great and populous cities ; 
** even their uncultivated lands are inhabited by millions of people, who 
“ are fond of European commodities : from whence we muft conclude, 
** that a very advantageous trade might be carried on with them through 
“ MESCHED} for caravans come to this place from all the cities in the 
“ great and little Bokhara, and from feveral of the eaftern cities of 
“ PERSIA, alfo from cabul, kandahar, and the northern frontiers 
" of INDIA. And without all queftion, when thofe cities are certain of 
” finding at mesched plenty of all the forts of European goods that 
“ they want, and at the fame time an increafed demand for their own 
" commodities, their caravans muft quickly become more rich, and there- 
fore more numerous } by which means alone the British merchants, 
“ without carrying their goods further than mesched, will be able to 
pufli their commerce to the utmoft limits of the extenfive countries 
" abovementioned. 

" That the'BRiTisH merchants may command this Bokhara trade, 
whenever they pleafe, is obvious to a degree that cannot be frid to re- 

“ When they wear hofe they are made loofe in the manner of boots, tho* they do not ufe them i& 
tiding i but wove focfcs u the common clothing of their feet. 

quire 
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“ qiiii-e aiiy proof. They have nothing to do but to fend their goods from 
“ St. petersbus g, and from thence, partly by land, and partly by water, 
“ to ASTRACHAN, where they may embark them to crofs the cas- 
“ PI AN fea, to the port of astrabad, in the fouth eaft bottom of the 
“ CASPIAN, and from thence there is but a litde way by land to mes- 
ched: this will be fafer, more eafy, and almoft as expeditious asfend- 
“ ing goods from London to St. Petersburg, becaufe the Caspian 
“ ' is a much fafer navigation than the Baltic. But the fuccefs of all de- 
“ pends intirely on the British merchants having their own veffels to 
“ navigate the volga and the Caspian, for reafons which it would be- 
“ improper to mention here. ■ 

" The BRITISH merchants cannot have any formidable rivals to con- 
“ tend with, or to apprehend in this trade j for the eaftern provinces of 
“ PERSIA, both the Bokhara’s, and the adjacent countries, can be no 
“ otherwife fupplied with European commodities, than through the 
“ RUSSIAN empire, and by the method beforementioned of reforting to 
“ the city of mescHed. 

“ On the ftridleft enquiry I could make in ghilan, I could not find 
“ that any English woollen goods, either by way of east india, 
** or TURKEY, ever reached to this old mart, and new capital of per- 
“ siA. The woollen goods which the Armenians import into ghi- 
“ LAN, either by the way of turkey, or the empire of Russia, are all 
" dutch cloths, and but few of thefe are fent to meschedj fo that: the 
trade from London crofs the Caspian to this city, might, in the 
" courfe of a few years, be made as confiderable in regai'd to the con- 
“ fumption of our woollen manufadtures, as any one branch of commerce 
we have at prefent. It is alfo to be fcarcely doubted, that the British 
merchants, if they refolve in earneft to enter on the trade to BOKHAiji a, 
“ will find their account in it, much more than in that which they now 
“ carry on from London to the empire of Russia. Indeed this may be 
“ eafily proved; for at mesched and the bokhar a’s their woollen goods 
would yield ^ much better price, and much greater profit would arife 

“ from 
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“ from their returns. In this trade they would fell all their goods for ready 
“ money} whereas in Russia the British merchants are obliged to give 
“ long credit, which not only confumes a part of their profit, but fubjedls . 
them annually to contradt bad debts, for large fums. 

“ With regard to the trade to the Bokhara’s, it is a mofi: favourable clr- 
“ cumftance that mesched flands fo very commodioufly with refpedl to the 
“ provinces of ghilan and shir van, from whence the returns for goods 
‘‘ fold at MESCHED may be made in raw filk, to the amount of almofi: 
“ any fum. Nor can it be doubted, but that when our merchants come 
** to be acquainted with the Bokhara’s, and the cities to the eaftward, 
” they will find other valuable commodities there, fuch as gold, precious 
“ ftones, bezoar, mufk, &c. in which they may inveH their returns, in 
“ cafe the produce of the northern provinces of Persia fhould prove in- 
“ fufiicient. Hence it will follow, that after they have eftablillied them- 
“ felves at mesched, they will obtain the cloathing of the whole persi- 
“ AN army, by contradting with the shah’s principal merchant, and 
“ fupply all thofe vail and populous countries abovementioned with wool- 
“ len goods; and this becaufe no nation, but the people of great pri- 
TAIN, can fupply them with woollens in fuch plenty, nor at fo eafy a 
“ rate, and at the fame time afford to give fo good a price for their raw 
“ filk, and other commodities with which that countiy abounds. All this 
“ the PERSIANS, as well as the Armenians, are apprized of; and ’tis 
“ this v/hich fo much engages the attention of the one, and alarms the 
“ fears of tlie other. This confideration alfo no doubt prevailed on the 
“ regent fo eafily to grant us the privileges I obtained, in favour of the 
“ BRITISH merchants lafl year, which he confirmed by his decree. Soon 
after I left ghilan, the a.rmenian patriarch ftrongly folicited the re- 
“ gent in behalf of his people, to reverie that decree; but his felicitation 
“ had a contrary effedt, for tlie regent confirmed it, and fent orders the 
fecend time to the governor of reshd to fliew the ftridtefl: regard to it 
in all points. 


«.The 
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“ The BRITISH merchants can never be fupplanted in this trade, fo 
long as they fecure a pailiige for their goods through the empire of 
“ RUSSIA, and a freedom of navigation on the Caspian, both which it 
will be the intereft of the fovereign of Russia, to grant to the fubjeits • 
of GREAT BRITAIN. 

“ It may therefore be humbly prefumed, that it will be thought reafbn- 
« able by the legiflature of great Britain, to give all necellary pow- ' 
« ers to us. For it feems impoffible to ftrike out any new branch of 
“ trade to any part of the world, capable of vying with this in the ad- ' 
vantages which it promifes. Both the filk and woollen manufactures 
« would certainly reap great benefit therefrom j and moreover very pro- 
“ fitabie returns might be made in gold, jewels, cotton, fine wool, and 
“ otlier valuable commodities. 

Further, the British east india company have for above five 
“ years pall abandoned Isfahan, to which city, in all that Ipace of 
“ time, they have not fent one bale of woollen goods, and, as we are in- 
formed, they have no thoughts of fending any more for the future. 
“ The DUTCH. likewife, who Hill remain at Isfahan, fend but a very 
“ inconfiderable quantity of goods to that cityj for the trade which it 
“ formerly enjoyed, is tranfplanted to, and centers in mesched, which 
is at too great a dillance from the Persian gulf, or eaftern ocean, for 
“ either the British or dutch east india company to fend goods 
“ thither round the cape of good hope. 

“ It is alfo more than probable, that when the British merchants 
“ lhall have eflabliflied themfelves in the mesched and Bokhara trade, 
“ it will in a few years become a more beneficial article to great bri- 
“ TAIN than the turkey trade ever was. In this, a greater quantity dT 
woollen goods may be vended at a better price, and to countries to 
“ which the British commerce hath never yet reached, nor ever can 
** be extended by any other channel than that now propofedj befides, 
“ the very lame commodities which the turkey company now import 

“ into 
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into GR E AT BR I T A I Nj not to mention any new articles, may be brought 
from: MEscHED a great deal cheaper, and with much greater advantage 
to the nation. • 

- ** In particular, the commodioufnefs of the roads between mesched, 

“ GHiLAN, and the northern provinces of Persia, will enable the rus- 
SI A company to import raw filk much cheaper than the turkey mer- 
chants. They can buy it up at the firft hand in the very provinces 
“ where it is produced, whilft the turkey merchants muft buy the 
** fame at fecond hand from the TURKs-and arm-en i ans, who bring it to 
“ ALEPPO, CONSTANTINOPLE, and SMYRNA, where they fellitatagreat 
“ advance. Ahd it muft be obferved, that the eaftern provinces of per- 
“ SI A produce but a very inconfiderable quantity of this commodity. Be- 
“ lides, the shah’s principal merchant in reshd refufed to fupply the 
“ TURKS and Armenians, who came laft year to buy up filk in ghi- 
“ LAN, with any quantity, unlefs they paid 20 per cent, above the price he 
then fold it at to thofe who exported for Russia 5 and he had pofitive 
“ orders to fell no filk for exportation to turkey, if he could find any 
** other rqarket for It*. 

« The PERSIANS, who have a fettled averfion for the turks, are well 
“ informed of the advantage which the Turkish empire derives from its 
“ being the principal market for persi an filk 5 and have therefore been en- 
“ deavouring to prevent it for more than an hundred years paft. They are 
likewife well apprized, that the only way to fucceed in this defign, is'to 
“ encourage the British merchants to come and fettle in ghilan, by 
" which means they hope in time to divert the channel of trade for gh i-- 
LAN filk', which now runs through the Turkish dominions, and to 
turn its current through the empire of Russia. Could this be once 
effedled, it would not only be of fingular advantage b6th to the empires 
“ of RUSSIA and Persia, with regard to their trade, but it could not fail 
“ of confiderably diftrefiing the turjc, who is the common enemy of 

^ Tlvo circumftances which Lcould. never hear confirmed, nor eyer thou^it wereLtnxe. 
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both thefe empires. If the turks and Turkish Armenians are de- 
“ nied the exportation of ghilan filk for turkey, or obliged to pur- 
“ chafe it on fuch unequal terms, we muft expedl, either that the tur- 
“ KEY company will no longer import any Persian filk at all, or that 
they will not be able to fell what they import, but at a very extravagant 
“ price. This is a circumfliance which deferves attention, fhould the Rus- 
“ siA merchants be oppofed in the importation of Persian filk into 
“ GREAT BRITAIN, either by the turkey company or any other. 

“ As the BRITISH merchants can at prefent have no better information, 
« I fliall venture to hint briefly at the method they ought to take to efta- 
“ bliih themfelves in this valuable trade to the Bokhara’s, and to the 
“ north eaftern provinces of Persia. 

« It is neceflary they Ihould build at casan one or two veflels of a- 
“ bout 1 80 tons, or fomewhat lefs, for the navigation of the Caspian 
“ fea, which velfels may be manned by half British and half Russian 
“ feamenj and they mull alfo have a few large boats on the Volga. 
“ Thefe veflels and boats will be no burthen to the British merchants in 
“ carrying on this trade, becaufe they mull pay the fame freight for the 
“ mean Russian veflels which crofs the Caspian. And if in the in- 
« fancy of this commerce, the British merchants Ihould not fend goods 
“ enough to freight fuch vefiTels, they may find fuflicient employment to 
“ maintain them, by carrying goods and palTengers on the Caspian, from 
“ one part of Persia to another “. 

“ The only difficulty feems to be in procuring liberty to build fuch 
“ veflels: but as it will be impoflible to carry on a trade to mesched, 
“ or even to ghilan without them j it is fubmitted, if the merchants 
“ ought not by all means, and as foon as poffible, to apply for luch 
liberty. 

" This firfl gave ofFence; the English fhips fliauld not have been above 6o or 70 tons. 


VoL. I. 
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The BRITISH merchants muft likevvife eflablifh a houfe at mesched, 
one branch of which £hou!d refide at reshd, and the chief be inveft- 
“ ed with the title of conful to the king, and agent to the company} fuch 
“ a chara 6 ler given to the chief of their houfe will have great weight with 
the PERSIANS, and hrmly efcabli/h the affairs of the new undertakers} 
and it is the more neceffary, as the east india company have always 
“ had their agent at Isfahan, and Russia at prefent has her conful at 

S' RESHD. 

Signed John Elton, 


CHAP. VII. 

Remarks on Mr. elton’i memorial. A Jhort •vienv of the trade between 
PERSIA and TURKEY. The difference between that and the new trade 
fropofed by the way of Russia to Persia. 

T his pompous memorial promifed a great deal too much, confider- 
ing how little experience the author had of the fubjedt he under- 
took to treat of. 

Nothing is more natural than for men to be charmed with the crea- 
tures of their own brain, and to receive that as folid reafoning which flat- 
ters fome favourite paflion. Mr. elton having thus found his way to 
CHiLAN, and laid the foundation of a commercial intercourfe with that 
province, worked himfelf into the perfuafion that he had difeovered a 
quite new trade, which die Armenians either knew nothing of, or were 
incapable of conducing. This however was far from being the cafe} for 
they frequented mesched in the reign of shah abas, and fupplied it 
with EUROPEAN commodities from Isfahan, tavris, and alfo from 

the 
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the coaft of the Caspian. There is a yet a large caravanserai built 
by SHAH ABAS for the ufe of the Armenians, who are fettled here iu 
great numbers j and had there been any profpe,dt of fuch advantages, as 
Mr. ELTON imagined, they would not have wanted abilities, or means 
to make ufe of them. 

I lhall have occafion to explain this matter more fully hereafter, and 
will only obferve at prefent, that if Mr. elton had been acquainted with 
the extreme diftrefs of Persia, in confequence of nadir’s ufurpation, 
and with the unhappy condition of the countries bordering on the eaft 
and fouth eaft of Persia, there could not have been the leaft room for 
fuch fanguine expectations. 

It is not improbable that the regent of Persia confented the more rea- 
dily to Mr. elton’s propofals of bringing merchandize from England 
to GHiLAN, becaufe the shah’s merchant refided at that time in this 
province, and mesched flood very conveniently between the turks, 
with whom the Persians were at war, and that part of india which 
was lately conquered by the Persians j but this was not the only rea- 
fon, for he knew very well, that by increafing the places of impor- 
tation, and the number of importers, he would be enabled to buy the 
manufactures of Europe fo much the cheaper. As to the trade be- 
tween the northern provinces of Persia and turkey, Mr. elton 
certainly was too fanguine. The expence of carriage through Russia 
was then computed to be 17 per cent, cheaper than by the rout of 
TURKEY; but according to the beft calculations I could ever obtain, I 
found the difference to be no more than 4 per cent, and if the freights 
from SMYRNA and aleppo were moderate, it would come ftill lower. 
As there are no caravans of merchandize fent from Persia to turkey, 
for account of our faCtors in Smyrna and aleppo, this computation of 
the carriage can be taken only from the Armenians, and the charge 
thereof muft vary according to the circumflances of thofe countries as to 
war or peace. 

F 2 
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werfts: and from astrachan to St. Petersburg they reckon 2200 
werCls, as the annexed map more particularly defcribes. The reader will 
pleafe to obferve, that this map was not fliown to the houfe of lords; as 
crroneonfly faid, but to fuch peers only who entered deepeft into the fub- 
jedt. It now ftands corredled according to the befl intelligence I could 
procure in Persia. 

It muft be obferved, that the Armenians are fubjedl to many arbi- 
trary impofitions, when they travel through the grand seignior’s do- ■ 
minions, but they enjoy the indulgence of trading from one great city to ■ 
another, much more than is pradticable in Russia 3 they are alfo fub- 
jedt to inconveniencies in Russia, when the governor of astrachan 
happens to be rapacious, or the Russian conful in ghilan infolent and 
oppreffivcj the entire diredlion of the Russian navigation on the Caspi- 
an being in the hands of the latter. 

There are many of the Armenians who acknowledge fubjedlion to 
RUSSIA, and are therefore entitled to fo much the greater countenance in 
that country j but what muft give the Russians a preference in the efteem 
of the PERSIANS, is the mutual intereft they both have in depriving the 
TURK of the advantages ariling from the Persian commerce, which has 
been fo confiderable as to enable him to keep a great number of forces on 
foot, and has often turned the fcale in his favour. 

From ghilan to astrachan, allowing for quarantine and other con- 
tingencies, may be reckoned 30 days, from thence to zaritzen 10, from 
thence to mosco 35, from thence to St. Petersburg 20, in all 95, 
which IS many days longer than the rout to turkey, upon a moderate 
computation. Moreover, according to the ufual courle of the feafons, 
the only proper times to fet out for astrachan, are the months of 
May, June, and July, for the fummer caravans, and January for the 
winter. 


This 
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This muft neceffarily create delays, and often prevent the timely ex- 
portation from St. PETERSBURG} nor Can it he im:.;iined but that the 
flaipping of the filk on the Caspian, and in the fummer time again on 
the VOLGA, and again orf the Baltic, muft be attended with confiuer- 
able expences and inconveniencies. We have found the charge run to 3.;, 
per cent, on the invoices from London, delivered to the fadtory at resiid, 
and on raw lilk delivered in London, duties and all charges paid, about 
36 per Cent, on the invoice. 

Mr. elton’s propofals certainly merited great regard, and the more as 
they were calculated to obtain a confumption for our cloth, in thofe pro- 
vinces of PERSIA, which for fome time had hardly feen any of it, ex- 
cept a few thin Gloucester cloths, imported by our fadtors in smvr- 
NA and ALEPPO, and thence brought into Persia by the ar.menians: 
formerly indeed our coarfe cloths were fent to archangel, as I have 
already mentioned, from whence the Armenians and Russians carried 
them to astrachan, and part of them into Persia. 

Mr. ELTON was alfo entitled to a kind reception, not only from the 
BRITISH merchants, but from the Russian court, as his projedl feemed c- 
qually beneficial to both nations. Peter the great was wont to give 
confiderable premiums to the authors of any commercial Ichemcs } but 
that cuftom had been long negledred. However, as the British nation 
was in efteem at the court of St. Petersburg, we found no difficulty in 
obtaining leave to build a fliip at casan for the Caspian navigation. 

Favourable as our defign appeared to the Russian intereft, yet, what- 
ever was the caufe, it was not without the utmoft importunity that wc 
obtained permiffion to build a fecond fhip for the fame purpofe. 

Mr, ELTON fet out upon an acquaintance with the old accounts of this 
trade, and with the t'caty of commerce concluded in December 1734, 
between the crowns of great Britain and Russia, whereby provi- 
fion was made for carrying on a trade from great Britain, through the 

RUSSIAN 
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S.USSIAN dominions, into Persia ; and he had now occafion to make a 
frefh appeal to it, by producing the eighth article of that treaty, which is 
as follows. 

“ It is agreed, that the fubjedls of great Britain may bring into 
“ RUSSIA all forts of goods and merchandize, and carry them through 
the dominions of Russia, by the fliorteft and moft convenient way to ■ 

« PERSIA, paying 3 per cent, ad valorem, in rix dollars, for the duty and 
« tranlit of faid goods, and no more under any pretence whatfoever;. 

“ and precife orders lhall be given for fettling the rate, fo that the eng- 
LisH merchants may at all times have carriage or tranfports ready, which 
fliall be furniflied them at a reafonable price j likewife that they may 
bring all forts of goods and merchandize from Persia, and carry 
“ them through Russia with the like freedom and conveniency, paying 
only 3 per cent, ad valorem, in rix dollars, after the manner which is 
“ ufual in the cuftoin-houfe of Russia } and, in order to prevent all 
frauds on the part of the Russian officers, the British merchants fhall 
“ declare the goods which they defign to pafs to or, from Persia, at the 
firft place they fliall arrive in Russia, and they fhall be received and 
“ admitted by their bill of loading, policy, or regifler, and according to 
their declared value, on which a duty of 3 per cent, fliall be paid, with- 
out opening or unpacking the goods, farther than is abfolutely necefla- 
“ ry to fatisfy the Russian officers, that the goods fpecified by the bill, 

“ policy, regifler, and no other are contained in the packs or bales, in 
which the goods are made up: but if the officer has reafon to fufpedl 
the goods are not declared to their full value, within 20 per cent; in ' 
that cafe he may take the goods and difpofe of them, paying the raer- 
‘‘ chants the value declared, with 20 per cent, over, without any deduc- 
“ tion. When the officer has made his vifit, which fhall be made 
“ without any vexation or injury to the goods or package, he fhall feal 
« with leads the packs or bales in which the goods are; he fhall alfo 
number and mark rhem, and give the merchants a certificate of their 
having paid the duty; and by that certificate, the feal being marked 

and 
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“ and numbered, they (hall pafs through Russia, to, and from Persia, 
“ without any let or moleftation: but in cafe the merchants do not pafs 
“ all or any of the balesi through Russia, according to the declantion, 
“ or break the feals, and take out any of the goods in Russia, if there 
“ be any reafon to fufpedl that the fame has been done contrary to the 
“ plain meaning and intent of this article, he fhall be fined, and pay 
“ the full declared value of fuch bale or pack that is wanting, of which 
“ the feal has been broken.” 

It may appear a little ftrange that fuch careful provifions fhould have 
been made for a trade through Russia into Persia, at the fame time 
•that a commerce of this kind feems to be prohibited by the adt of na- 
vigation} which fays, “ That no goods or commodities of the growth, 
“ produdtion, or manufadure of any country fhall be brought to the 
“ BRITISH dominions, from any place except from thofe ports where 
“ the faid goods or commodities can only, are, or ufually have been, 
firft fhipped for tranfportation, and from no other places or countries, 
under the penalty and forfeiture of all fuch goods, &c.” from w'hencc 
it was concluded, that without an adt of parliament, Persian filk could 
not be introduced into England, except from Cameroon, by the east 
.INDIA company, or from the ports in the levant by the turkey 
merchants. 


chap. 
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Further fieps taken by Mr. elton. Reprefentation made to hii majejly by 
the commiJJiojiers of trade^ in conjequence of the papers tranfmitted by the 
honourable Mr. finch to his grace the duke of Newcastle. Oppojition 
made by the east India and turkey companies. Remarks on the de- 
clining fate of the latter', and fever al public remonf ranees on this fuh- 
jeSl. 

N Otwithftanding the difficulties mentioned, Mr. elton was not pre- 
vented from delivering to the honourable Mr. e. finch, befides the 
memorial already recited, two papers containing an account of the privi- 
leges, regulations, and indulgencies neceffiry to be obtained from the Rus- 
sian court, for the management of this new trade. Mr. finch accord- 
ingly tranfmitted thefe papers to the duke of Newcastle, his majelly’a 
lecretary of ftate, who by the order of the king laid them before the 
commiffioners of trade j and they in November of the fame year made the 
following reprefentation. 

To the king’s molt excellent majelly. 

May it pleafe your majefty, 

‘‘ T N obedience to your majelly’s commands fignified to us by his grace 
“ X the duke of Newcastle, one of your majefty’s principal fecreta- 
ries of Itate, in his letter dated the 1 6th of September laft, we have 
taken into our confideration two papers put into the hands of Mr. 
FINCH, your majelty’s minifter at St. Petersburg, by captain elton, 

” Containing a propofal for opening a trade by the British merchants 
in RUSSIA, to thofe parts of Persia which are adjacent to the fouth- 
** ern coafts of the Caspian fea. And do find. 
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“ That captain elton’s papers do contain a propofal to the Russia 
company, for fupplying mesched, the prefent capital of Persia, and 
“ the countries adjacent, with all forts of woollen goods to a far greater 
“ degree, and at much eafier rates than they are now vended there: and 
“ for invefting our returns to great Britain in the beft raw filks, and 
“ other commodities produced in thofe countries, near 50 per cent, cheaper 
“ than at prefent by the way of turkey. 

“ The method captain elton propofes for carrying on this trade, is 
“ for the merchants to fend their goods from great Britain to St, pe- 
“ TERSBURG, and from thence, partly by land, and partly by water 
“ down the Volga to astrachan; there to be fhipped and carried crofs 
“ the CASPIAN fea to astrabad, on the fouth eaft coafl: of the faid fea, 
*' from whence by land carriage to mesched is not quite 14 days jour- 
“ ney for a caravan y. 

*' Captain elton, in fetting forth the many advantages this trade 
« muft neceflarily be attended with, obferves amongft other things, that 
after the Russia merchants fhall have eftablilhed themfelves at^MES- 
" CHED, they will not only have it in their power to fupply many ex- 
“ tenfive and populous countries with woollen goods, but may alfo in 
time come to cloath the whole Persian arnay. 

“ Having on this occafion been attended by Sir John Thompson, go- 
“ vernor of the Russia company, and alfo by feveral of the principal. 
“ merchants concerned in that tradej we communicated to them captain 
ELTON s projeft, and have received their opinion in writing on the fub- 
** jedt matter thereof, wherein they inform us, 

^ “ That the great and many advantages which will accrue to this kingdom, 
« by fo cheap and eafy a conveyance of the manufadlures thereof in this 

y It is at leafl 26 days journey. 
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“ channel of trade, appeared to them fo manifeft, that they humbly con- 
“ ceived this propofal deferved the utmoft attention and encouragement. 

m 

“ That a trade through Russia to Persia is certainly pradlicable, for- 
asmuch as the fame is at prefent carried on by the Armenians bc- 
“ tween Holland and Persia, through the Russian dominions. 

" That this branch of trade, which will confift principally in the ex- 
portation of woollen goods and importation of raw lilk, mull be of 
“ lingular benefit to this kingdom j as it will be a means of fending the 
« manufadtures of our own produce in the ealieft manner to market,., 
“ and of bringing home the firll materials of another great and beneficial 
“ manufadtory, vaftly cheaper than they can be had in any other manner. 

“ That by authentic accounts tranfmitted to them, the charge of bring- 
“ ing raw lilk from Persia to St. Petersburg, by means of the water 
carriage, will be very inconliderable inproportion to the land carriage 
" from ghilan in Persia, to aleppo or Smyrna, the only ports in 
*' TURKEY for exportation to England. 

" That the Sophy of Persia, from an inclination to dillrefs the Turks, 

“ his natural enemies, and to favour the Russians, may poffibly pro- 
“ hibit all trade with turkey, provided he can have a fufficient de- 
“ mand for his lilk through russiaj in which cafe, unlefs this channel 
“ lliould be opened to us, we lliould be intirely deprived of that com- 
modity. 

That fince the commencement of the war with spain, Persian lilk 
“ is advanced very much, and, if the war continues, may flill be higher, . 
“ and mull always on any rupture with France or spain, be expoled 
“ to the like difficulty, which can only be remedied by opening ano- 
“ ther channel, and having the choice of two ways to fupply the king- 
“ dom with that commodity. 
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« That the french do now chiefly fupply turkey with woollen 
goods, and gain upon us in that trade every day, and probably do and 
“ may, through them, fppply great part of Persia; whereas by this 
eafy conveyance, we (hall be enabled to underfell them, and carry our 
“ woollen manufadures into all parts of Persia cheaper than they can. 

“ They conclude with obferving, that the only objedion tliat occurred 
“ to them againft opening this trade, was the prefent ad of navigation, 
“ by which they apprehend themfelves debarred that liberty; and as 
the reftridions of that ad make it neceflary for them to apply to par- 
“ liament, they humbly hoped, that confidering how beneficial this trade 
“ will be to the kingdom, and that they can have no private views, nor 
” any exclufive trade from the reft of his majefty’s fubjeds (any perfon 
“ having a right to be made free of their company for five pounds) 
“ they fhould meet with encouragement, in their intended application 
“ to parliament, for an exemption from that claufe in the aforefaid ad of 
‘‘ navigation, from whence the prefent impediment arifes. 

« Whereupon we humbly beg leave to reprefent to your majefty, that 
“ it appears to us, as well from captain elton’s papers, as from the re- 
“ prefentation of the Russia company, and our difcourfe with them 
thereupon; that this fcheme, for opening a new branch of trade to 
“ PERSIA through RUSSIA, may be very beneficial to this kingdom, and 
“ may deferve your majefty’s royal protedion ; but as no fteps can be 
made therein till the company fhall have applied to parliament, for an 
“ exemption from the above-mentioned claufe in the ad of navigation, 
*' (whereby no goods or commodities that are of foreign growth, pro- 
dudion or manufadure, can be brought from any place or country, 
but only from thofe of the faid growth, produdion, or manufadory, 
or from thofe ports where the laid goods and commodities can only, or 
are, or ufiially have been firft Ihipped for tranlportation) we lhall at 
« prefent only obferve to your majefty, that when the faid application 

“ lhall 
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fliall be made, the advantages or inconveniencies that may attend this 
“ channel of commerce, will be thoroughly weighed and difcuffed. 

All which is moft humbly fubmitted. 

Sign’d M. Bladen; 

R. Plvmer. 

Whitehall, Nov. 1 1. Ja, Brudenell. 

1740. Ar. Croft. 

Captain elton’s propofal having thus met fo favourable a reception in' 
ENGLAND, as Well as in Russia; fome members of the east india 
company began to be alarmed, as if the fcheme was prafticable, in the 
extent which Mr. elton apprehended, and confequently might prove 
an invalion of their charter. 

The trade to east india thro’ Russia and Persia, was however con-- 
fidered by the majority of that company as a chimerical projedt; and as 
their trade to the gulph of Persia, was known to be not only remote 
from the Caspian, but differing alfo in kind, (for they could not ex- 
port the raw lilk of ghilan, nor the Russia company the wool of 
carmenia) their fears did not run very high. — But the turkey com- 
pany, was in general extremely alarmed, and pleaded againft this 
propofed trade very ftrenuoufly, objedting that it would be a viola- 
tion not only of their charter, but of the adt of navigation, fo long 
efteemed the bulwark of the British commerce. And tho’ they never 
had any fadtory eftablifhed in the northern provinces of Persia, yet 
the trade carried on from thence to aleppo and Smyrna by the Armeni- 
ans, had in a great meafure centered in their company, by the purchafes 
which their agents were wont to make of thofe Armenians. They at- 
tempted to corroborate their arguments, by urging an exclufive right, as 
eftablifhed by the fandlion of that cuftom. The Russia company, on the 
other hand, infifted that when the aift of navigation was made, it was 
not imagined that a fafe paffage could be obtained through the Russian 

domi- 
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dominions into Persia j which was now found not only pradticable, but 
for the intereft of the nation to be attempted. That their charter is more 
antient and extenfive than either that of the east india or turki' v 
companies j and they fhould think it ftrange if they were excluded from 
a right of trading to the dominions of Persia, which are aflually men- 
tioned in the body of their charter. The conteft however ran very high, 
and whiJA the turkey merchants employed all their interefts to prevent 
a bill paffing in favour of the propofed trade, the Russia ivjcrch.inti. 
attacked the exclufive privileges of the turkey company; urging that 
they were detrimental to the national intereft, and that our trade to tur- 
key had decayed very' much for thefe feven years pail, chiefly owing to 
thofe privileges, together with the arbitrary and improper manner in which 
the trade itfelf was condudted. They alfo urged the declarations of fevc- 
ral of their own members, who in the year 1718, had complained to the 
houfe of commons, of the partial and unnational manner in which the 
trade was managed. Thefe complaints had been made by Sir peter 

DELME, JOHN LOCK, RALPH RADCLIFFE, JAMES LOCK, EDWARD RAD- 
•CLiFFE, JOHN HANGER, cfquires, and Sir Joseph eyles, who then de- 
livered a memorial to the effect as follows. 

“ ' ■ ' H E complainants admit that the company have long carried on 
" J. their trade to turkey, fometimes by private, fometimes by ge- 
“ neral Ihips; they defire only to remind the honourable committee, that 
*' by the whole tenor of the old records produced by the company, it 
“ appears that they themfelves have frequently thought the delay of fliip- 
“ ping to be of fuch dangerous confequence, that if their fliips departed 
not annually, liberty was given to each and every member, to export 
“■ his own goods, in fuch manner and by fuch means as he fhould think 
“ proper. The complainants think it unnecelTary to enter into a confider- 
“ ation of the ftate of trade, fiftv or a hundred years ago, or whether 
“ the DUTCH or the french had any traJe in thofe days; they defire to 
« .come to the prefent times, and to confider what methods the company 
■“ have purfued fince thp conclufion of the laft wars, and the alterations 

“ they 
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they have lately made j and it appears that they have carried on, what 
“ is uftially called an open trade; that is, by fuch Iliips as the refpedtive 
“ members did appoint to export their cloth, and the cloth of fuch 
“ other members as might pleafe to load upon them, to depart at fuch 
“ feafons of the year, as were found to be moft convenient, which was 
“ ufually in autumn, or by chriftmas. 

“ Accordingly the laft cloth (hips did depart about that feafon of the 
year in 1717, and many members of the company expefting the trade 
“ would continue to be carried on in the fame manner, proceeded in 
y buying and finiflaing cloth, as ufual, for the year 1718. 

“ But on the 26th of March 1718, they refolved, that if any mem- 
ber fhould fend cloth to turkey in any other manner, they would 
“ levy 20 per cent, on fuch member’s cloth in turkey; adding, that 
“ they would confider of general fliips on the 23d of Odlober following, 
and not before : and in their own preamble they give this remarkable 
“ reafon for their alteration, that it was in order to raife the value of 
“• ENGLISH manufadlures abroad, and filk at home, hereby evidently de- 
“ monftrating their private advantage, that of the nation confifting more 
“ in a large confumption, than in a large price ; as the one may beat our 
*' neighbours out of the trade, whilft the other muft necelTarily give 
“ them a ihare in it. Now although many members thought this a great 
“ hardfliip, yet did they acquiefee, in full expedtation, that at the time 
“ preferibed, they fliould be permitted to export their cloth in the com- 
*' pany’s own way. 

“ But on the 6th of November, they refolved to adjourn the further 
confideration of ihipping for two months longer, and this made that 
“ evident which was before fufpedted, that they really intended no fliip-- 
ping at all : whereupon a reprefentation of this grievance was made to 
“ tlie miniftry, who became fo fcnfible of this extraordinary way of 
** proceeding, fo highly interfering with the common good, that Mr. fe- 

“ cretary 
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cretary craggs fent for the company, and dellred them to re-conlider 
“ this matter j which the company did in a general court, aflembled on 
“ the 4th of December, 'when they refolved, that they would chufe fliips 
“ for the immediate exportation of cloth, on the 8th of January follow- 
« ing, and appointed a committee to attend Mr. fecretary with this re- 
“ folution. But when the 8th of January came, they, by a majority of 
one vote only, inftead of chufing fliips, ordered only a furvey of lliips, 
“ and a report to be made. On the 2 2d of January, they refolved, that 
" they would, in proper time, chufe (hips, but not to depart before the 
« ift of July next: now, the ift of July was generally underftood to 
mean winter, and in that cafe it would have completed two yeai'S 
** prohibition of trade. 

“ This irregular and uncertain proceeding of the company, was the 
caufe that your complainants thought the interpofition of this honour- 
able houfe of commons moft proper to their relief, in the exportation 
« of that great quantity of cloth, which has been fo long locked up, 
to their own and the nation’s prejudice. 

’f* And they humbly offer the following reafons for it, that the com- 
pany’s charter does not warrant them in fuch a prohibition or re- 
ftraint of tradej nor will westminster-hall warrant their levying 
“ twenty in the hundred upon their members eftates j befides, fuch re- 
•“ ftraint cannot be for the common good of the woollen manufaftures of 
this kingdom, but evidently the contrary, as it necelfarily encourages 
the FRENCH and dutch trade to turkey. 

“ Neverthelefs it is granted, that there was cloth remaining unfold, and 
particularly at aleppo j but moft of it would have been long fince 
“ difpofed of, were it not for an underftanding between the managers 
here and in turkey, in order to raife the price of cloth abroad, and 
that of filk at home. 

This reftraint may be alfb a ■great caufe why fo much wool is fent 
“ to the FRKNCH, they having a vent to turkey, whilft we have none; 

“ and 
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“ and to prevent the exportation of woollen goods to turkey at this 
“ critical jundture, when no more can be fent either to old or new 
“ SPAIN, is of the greateft moment ; fo that the complainants hope, that 
“ fuch members of the company as have a right to trade, will meet no 
“ obftrudtion. 

“ As to the objedtion, that tlie trade has been over-driven ; will not that 
“ in the nature of the thing, reduce the exportation, as far as may be 
“ needful, \yhhout a forcible reftraint? It is ftrange that a majority of the 
company, fome of whom are not at all concerned in the trade, and 
“ others but little, fhould have more i-egard to the welfare of their largefl 
“ trading members, than they have for themfelves and the nation. 

Our legiflature never thought that over-driving the trade to portu- 
“ GAL, SPAIN, or ITALY, was a fufficient reafon to trull thofe traders 
with a power of rellraining it at their pleafure. 

** It mull be allowed, that the prefent lituation of alFairs has made a 
“ great alteration in almoll every thing; low intereft raifes land, enlarges 
“ trade, reduces profit; and therefore thefe members, contrary to the rea- 
“ fon of things, defire that cloth may be bought the cheaper at home, 
and fell the dearer abroad; likewife that filk may be bought the cheaper 
abroad, and fell the dearer at home. 

“ In the mean while, the french ^d dutch are encouraged to fup- 
“ ply their woollen trade abroad, and their filk manufadtures at home; 
“ and our own manufadhirers, both in wool and filk, are in a great mea- 
“ fure deprived of their employments: the Turks alfo at this very time 
“ carry on a cloth manufadture of their own. 

“ There can be no doubt, but the Ipeedy exportation of what is now 
“ provided, will be a greater encouragement towards the buying more 
cloth, than the detaining it can be, in as much as moll of this mull 
“ be fold, before another fupply can follow it: but were it otherwife, it 
VoL. L ' H - is 
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" is prefumed, that thofe who have induflrioufly laid out their eftates in 
“ cloth ought not to be hindered, for the fake of thofe who have neg- 
** ledted and it is probable, that the complainants are as likely to buy 
“ more cloth, as any other member whatever. 

“ Although the company have fr^uendy pradtifed this way of trading 
“ by general fhips, yet it has often occafioned mifunderftandings be- 
« tween the members themfelves, and alfo between the members and 
“ manufadturers. Two inftances maybe offeredj one upon the like occa- 
“ lion with this. Some members made application to king Charles in 
” council i the company was heard, and pretended many difficulties; the 
“ king himfelf alked the queftion, whether there might be any members, 
“ who notwithftanding what was alledged, were willing to trader and it 
was anfwered there might. Then, faid the king, they Ihall trade, and 
ordered the trade to be opened. 

The other was a complaint, of the manufadturers to the houfe of 
“ commons, upon a delay of Ihipping, when an annual export for tur- 
“ KEf, in fucMner for Aleppo, and in winter for Smyrna and const an- 
“ TiNOPLE, would have probably been enadted by law, had not the 
“ company, by large promifes of doing the thing, prevented it. 

“ Now, whether this pretended power to flop trade be warrant- 
“ able, or whether it has been exercifed for the common good, 

" is humbly fubmittedlrto this honourable committee ?” 

\ 

It is natural to imagine that fuch bold and explicit declarations as thefe, 
would be produdtive of enquiries into the Hate of the turkey company j 
and it Was accordingly debated very warmly in both houfes of parliament, 
whether it would not be for the intereft of the nation to leave the com- 
merce to TURKEY free and open, as the Portugal and Spanish trades are. 

A fair conclufion could not indeed be drawn from this memorial, for tho’ 
frveral errors were committed twenty three years before, it did not follow 

that 
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that the turkey company ftill purfued falfe maxims, deftruftive of that 
ti'ade by which fo many had been enriched. Upon the whole, this com- 
pany had not fo great reafon to be alarmed at the propofal of the Caspi- 
an trade} for the quantity of raw filk produced in the Persian domini- 
ons, and brought into England by way of Russia, was, and probably 
would have been, very fhort of that which is imported from turkey: 
and though fome of our woollens had found their way into the weftern 
parts of PERSIA from turkey, the quantity of late years had been but 
finall} the goods ufed there being moftly french. and dutch, as already 
mentioned. 

The turkey company however was really in unhappy circumftances, 
as appears from the following memorial, given in a little before this time, 
complaining of the progrefs of the french in the levant trade. 

« To his grace the duke of Newcastle, his majefly’s joindpal fccrctaiy; 

** of frate. 

I 

« f r’^HE governor and company of merchants of England trading 
■** 1 to the levant feas, having lately received from his majefty’s 

“ ambaffador at Constantinople, an account of the great increafe the 
“ FRENCH have made in their cloth trade to turkey, and the encou- 
“ ragement given to it by the public, with obfervations on the prejudices 
derived to our English cloth, and the danger there is of lofing that 
branch of our trade} they think it their duty humbly to lay the fame 
“ before your grace, and to annex an account of the french importati- 
*' ons of cloth into TURKEY} together with a ftate of the British wool- 
“ len manufadures in thofe parts for fome years pafr. 

“ All the french woollen manufactures for the levant, are made in 
LANGUEDOC, and managed hy the province under the approbation of 
the court. Befides particular manufactories, there are about twelve 
“ which have been built by the province. In each of thefe there are con- 
** veniencies for perfecting, even to the embaling, looo cloths' of about 

Ha 40 
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40 yards each, yearlyj and the province lets thele mannfadlories rent 
free, upon an engagement annually to make 300 only of thefc cloths, 
“ and allows five livres for every fiich cloth. 

We have the fame fource of materials, if the public would give any 
“ help and encouragement to preferve fo valuable a trade.” And the am- 
bafiador addsj “ As the trade to the levant has been a depofit of your 
“ country in your hands, you will not fuffer it to perifh there (tho’ with- 
out any mifmanagement of yours) without calling for help.” He 
fays further, “ That in the ftation he is in, he thought hlmfelf obliged 
“ to give us this information, as well in regard to the trade, as to his 
“ majefty and the public. 

“ The FRENCH import at Constantinople and aleppo about 12000 
'* cloths yearlyj and at each of thefe places there have been for feveral 
« years pad, and dill remain large quantities of English cloth unfold, 
" occafioned by fo large an importation of french cloth j particularly 
at ALEPPO in February laft (after the company’s diip came away from 
“ scanderoon) about 5000 English cloths remained there unfold, at 
“ CONSTANTINOPLE above 4000 cloths, and at Smyrna above 3000 
“ cloths. 

June 28, 1739. William Dunster, deputy-governor. 

This was foon followed and confirmed by a fecond memorial, as fol- 
lows: 

“ To his grace the duke of Newcastle, his majedy’s principal fecre- 

“ tary of date. 

" ^ I governor and company of merchants of England trading 
to the LEVANT leas, had the honour to lay before your grace, 
on the 28th June 1739, a reprefentation of the gr.eat increafe the 
french have made in their cloth trade to turkey, and the encou- 

** ragement 
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« ragement given to it by the public, with obfervations on the preju- 
“ dice derived to our English cloth, and the danger there is of lofing 
“ that branch of trade. 

“ The faid company having lately received advice from Sir everard 
“ FAWKENER, his majcfty’s ambaflador, of advantages £nce obtained by 
“ the FRENCH from the port, do think it their duty to lay the fame 
“ before your grace. 

I. « A redudion of their cuftom upon cloth, from 40 to 30 dollars 
“ the bale of 20 pieces. 

II. “ A total abolition of the duty called meflataria, which is two dol- 
“ lars and one fixth of a dollar per bale of cloth, and one and half 
“ per cent, ad valorem, upon all goods fold by weight. 

“ Thofe advantages obtained by the french in turkey, with the 
great encouragement given them by their government, encreafe our 
“ apprehenfions of not being able to cope with them in the cloth trade, 
without affiftance from this government. 

London, Sept. 9. William Dunster, deputy-governor. 

1740. 

Thefe papers being laid before the commiffioners of trade, they made 
the following report. 

To their excellencies the lords juftices. 

“ May it pleafe your excellencies, 

“ TN obedience to your excellencies command, fignified to us by Mr. 
“ JL stone, in his letter of the 15th of September, we have taken 
“ into confideration the two memorials from the governor and compa- 
“ ny of merchants of England trading to the levant feas, delivered to 
“ his grace the ^uke of Newcastle, one of his majelly’s principal fe- 

“ cretaries 
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« cretaries of ftate, fetting forth the difadvantages the English trade lies 
under, by tlie encreafe of the french cloth trade to turkevj and 
“ alfo the treaty of commerce lately concluded between tlie ottoman 
« PORT and FRANCE, whereupon we humbly take leave to reprefent to 
your excellencies, 

« That we have been attended on this occafion by Mr. dunster, dc- 
« puty-governor of the fdd company, and by fome of the principal mer- 
« chants trading to the levant feas, and having had fome difcourlc with 
them, they informed us, 

That their trade lay under many confiderable difadvantages, which 
had occafioned a very great decreafe thereof for fome years pail. By 
“ the many encouragements given in France to the woollen manufac- 
tures, the french were enabled to underfell them, at the feveral ports 
“ in the levant i by means of which great quantities of British cloth 
exported to turkey remained unfold in their houfes in that country. 

** That the company is at a very high expence, to the amount of 
8000 1. a year, in msdntaining the ambaffador his majefly fends to the 
« PORT, as well as confuls, and other public officers in that country, 
« which in the prefent low condition of their trade, they are not able to 
■** fupport. 

“ That they apprehend if a hoimty was to be allowed on the exporta- 
tion of cloth to the levant (which might include spain, when a 
“ trade fhall be agam open with that crown, and alfo Italy) and the 
duty on turkey lilk and grograms imported into great Britain, 
lowered j it might be a means, not only of relieving them in their pre- 
“ font difficulties, hut might enable them to continue the expence of the 
public minifto's at the port, and to carry on this valuable branch of 
trade with advantage j whereas at prefent it labours under a large debt, 
contradedbythe faid company, which they have no hope of paying, 
•“ while it continues in tins drooping condition. 


« As 
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“ As to the treaty lately concluded between the ottoman port and 
“ FRANCE, which we had communicated to them, they acquainted us 
“ that they did not fo clearly fee what advantages were given thereby to 
“ the FRENCH; but as there was a tariff to be fettled, in confequence of 
“ this treaty, they fliould be better judges when they fhould fee the faid 
“ tarifl’^ of which they expected fome further account from the ambafla- 
“ dor at die port. 

“ But we mufl beg leave to obferve to your excellencies, that we very 
*' much queftion whether the expedients they propofebe prafticablej and 
“ we cannot take upon us to determine, whether the parliament will come 
“ into any a<5t for reducing the duties on turkey filks andgrograms, or 
“ for granting a bounty on the exportation of woollen manufactures, but 
“ more efpecially for a partial bounty. 

We muft likewife reprefent to your excellencies, that having afked 
“ the faid merchants whether it would not be for their fervice, that his 
“ majefty’s ambaffador at the port fhould be inftruCted to apply for the 
“ obtaining all the advantages granted to any other nation, they feemed 
‘‘ to decline it, on account of the encreafe of expence, fuch application 
" muft be attended with; and as no other expedient hitherto has occur- 
red to us, that might be effectual in the prefent cafe, we muft content 
“ ourfelves with ftating to your excellencies the matters of faCt as they 
“ appeared to us upon our difcourfe with the faid merchants. 

All which is moft humbly fubinitted. 

Martin Bladen. 
R. Plumer. 

Ja. Brudenell. 

R. Croft. 


Whitehall, October 9, 
1740. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

An aB of parliament obtained for the Caspian trade. British faBor^ 

. fent into the north of Persia. The Russian miniftry alarmed at Mr. 
eltonV entering into the fervice of nadir shah. 

W HATEVER reafons at that time prevented lEe turkev com- 
pany from receiving Eich national encouragement as they feemed 
to neceffary, it was one popular argument in favour of the propofcd 
trade to Persia, that it would not ftand in need of fuch afliftance, and 
would be free to every fubjed; on the common terms of the fmall fine or 
contribution of five pounds. The encreafe of the foreign confumption of 
our woollen manufadures, and the introduction of raw filk on the eafielt 
terms, were alfo reafons of the moll perfuafive kind, to bring the parlia- 
ment to a refoiution in favour of it. Several members of the Russia 
company were called to the bar of the houfe of commons, particularly Mr. 
ROBERT DiNGLEY, and Mr. ROBERT CRAMMONb, who managed the 
point fo well, that the arguments produced by the turkey company, had 
no longer any weight. 

The national benefit being therefore apparent to botli houfes of parlia- 
ment, an ad was pafled that feffions as follows. 

** 7 HE RE AS by letters patent, dated at Westminster the 26th of fe- 

“ 'V V bruary, in the firft and fecond years of the reign of king Philip and 
queen mary, their majefties did give and grant to certain perfons therein mcn- 
“ tioned, by the name of merchants adventurers of England, for the difeovery 
“ of lands, territories, ifles, dominions, and leigniories unknown, and not be- 
“ fore their late adventure or enterprize by leas or navigation commonly fre- 
“ quented, the foie privilege of trading to the dominions and territories of the 
““ emperor of Russia. 


« And 



Chap. IX. CARRIED INTO EXECUTION. 65 

“ And wliereas the liberties, powers, and privileges granted by the faid letters 
“ patent, were afterwards, by an aft of parliament made in the eighth year of 
die reign of queen Elizabeth, confirmed to the faid merchants, and their fuc- 
cefibrs, by the name of the fellowfhip of English merchants for difcovery of 
“ new trades (now commonly called the Russia company ;) by which the faid fcl- 
“ lowlhip are to have the foie privilege of trading to and from the dominions and 
“ territories of the emperor of Russia, lying northwards, north-eaftwards, and 
“ north weftwards, from the city of London j as alfo to the countries of arme- 

“ NIA MAJOR or MINOR, MEDIA, HYRCANIA, PERSIA, Ot the CASPIAN fca : 

“ And whereas by an aft made in the tenth and eleventh years of the reign of 
« king WILLIAM the third, to enlarge the trade to Russia, any fubjeft of this 
“ realm hath a right to be made free of the faid fellowfliip, paying for fuch his 
“ admiflion five pounds and no more : 

And whereas by an aft of parliament pafled in the twelfth year of the reign 
of his late majefly king charles the fecond, entituled an aft for encouraging 
“ and increafing of (hipping and navigation, it is amongft other things enafted, 
that no goods of foreign growth, produftion, and manufafture, which 
“ by the faid aft are to be brought into England, irel.and, wales, the iflands 

“ of GUERNSEY Or JERSEY, Or tOWn of BERWICK UPON TWEED, in ENGLISH Or 

other fliipping navigat. \ in fuch manner as therein is mentioned, ihall be Ihip- 
“ ped or brought from any other place or places, country or countries, but only 
“ from thofe of the faid growth, produftion or manufafture, or from tliofe ports 
“ where the faid goods and commodities could only, or were, or ufually had been 
“ firft (hipped for tranfportation, and from none other places or countries, 
under the penalties of the forfeiture of all fuch goods, as alfo the (hip in which 
“ tliey are imported, with all her guns, furniture, ammunition, taickle, and ap- 
“ pare!, to be divided and recovered, as in the faid aft is direfted, with provifo 
“ that the faid aft (hall not extend, or be meant, to reftrain and prohibit the im- 
‘‘ porting of any of the commodities of the str eights or levant feas, in en- 
clish built (hipping, and navigated as therein is direfted, from the ufual ports 
or places for lading them within the faid streights or levant feas, or the im- 
“ porting any east india commodities, loaden in the like fliipping, and (b na- 
“ vigated from tlie ufual place or places for lading of them, in any part of 
thole feas, to the fouthward and eaftward of cabo bona speranza, although 
VoL. I. ’ I • - tlie 
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« tke faid commodities be not of the very growth of die faid ports or places rc- 
“ fpeftively; 

• 

“ And whereas at the time of paffing the faid aft laft-mcntioned, it was not 
\ifual to bring to tliis kingdom raw filk, and other goods and commodities of 
« the growth, produce or manufaflure of Persia, through the dominions and 
« territories of the emperor of Russia : ' 

« And whereas it may be of great advantage to this kingdom to open a trade 
« to and from Persia through Russia, by promoting the confumption of the 
« woollen and other manufaftures, goods, and commodities thereof, if raw filk, 
“ and other the goods and commodities of the growth, produce, and manufat- 
ture of PERSIA, be permitted to be imported into this kingdom from Russia, in 
« return for fuch woollen and other manufaftures as (hall be exported from hence 
« into RUSSIA, and from thence carried into Persia, and not otherwife; be it 
« enafted, by the king’s moft excellent majefty, by and with the advice and con- 
« lent of the lords fpiritual and temporal, and commons, in this prefent parlia- 
« ment aflembled, and by the authority of the fame, that from and after the 
« 24th day of June, 1741, it lhall and may be lawful to and for any perfon or 
• perfons free or to be free of the faid fellowlhip of English merchants, for dil- 
cpvery of new trades, commonly called the Russia company, exclufive of all 
“ others, to bring arid import into this kingdom, in British built Ihipping, na- 
vigated according to law, from any port or place, of or belonging to the czar 
' “ or emperor of russia, raw filk, or any other goods or commodities of the 
growth, produce, and manufafture of Persia, (provided fuch manufafturc be 
« made of the growth or produce of Persia) being purchafed by barter, with 
woollen or other manufaftures, goods or commodities exported from great 
“ BRITAIN to RUSSIA, and from thence carried into Persia (gold and filver in 
“ coin or bullion excepted) ; or with the produce arifing from the fales of fuch 
'<* manufaftures, goods, Gr commodities fo exported to Russia, and carried into 
PERSIA as aforefaid, and not otherwilpj upon paying or fecuring the cuftoms 
and other duties, now payable for the fame, by any law now in force, according 
“ to fuch rules, methods, and direftions, and in the fame manner and form, and 
with fuch allowances, abatements, difeounts, and drawbacks, and under fuch 
penalties, forfeitures, and difabilities, as are by law preferibed and praftiled on 
“ the importation of the like -goods of the growth, produce, or manufafture of 
•** tersia, imported into this kingdom, from any port or place in the levant 

-« feas. 
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« feas, by any peilbn or perfons free of tlic le /ant or turkey company i any 
“ thing in the laid recited aft, made in the twelfth year of the reign of king 
“ CHARLES the fecond, to the contrary thereof in jy^y wife nocwichftanding. 

“ And be it further enafted, that no filk or other produce, commodities, or 
“ manufadures of Persia, fiiall be imported into great Britain through Rus- 
“ siA, by virtue of this ad, unlefs the importer or importers thereof do take an 
“ oath, or, being of the people called Quakers, a folemn alErmation, before the 
“ colledor, cuftomer, or comptroller of his majefty’s cuftoms, (who are here- 
** by impowered to adminifter the fame) at the port or place of importation, 
»* that, to the belt of his or their knowledge and belief, the filk and other the 
“ produce, commodities, or manufadures of Persia, contained in his or their- 
entry or entries, was or were really and truly pur chafed by barter with woollen 
or other manufadures, goods, or commodities exported from great Britain 
« to RUSSIA, and from thence carried into Persia, (not being gold or filver in 
coin or bullion) or with the produce ariling from the fales of fuch woollen 
“ or other manufadures, goods or commodities fo exported as aforefeid, and not 
« otherwife; and in default of taking fuch oath or affirmation, all fuch filk ot 
“ other the produce, commodities, or manufadures of Persia* ,fo imported 
“ from RUSSIA, fhall be liable to be feized and forfeited, in like manner as if 
“ the fame had been imported contrary to the faid ad, made in the twelfth year of. 
“ the reign of his late majefty king cHarles the fecond, intituled, an ad for en-- 
“ couraging and increafing of fhipping and navigation. 

“ Provided always, and be it further enaded, that nothing in this ad contain* 
ed fhall extend, or be conftrued to extend, to the permitting the ufing or wcar-^ 

“ ing, in this kingdom, any wrought filks, or other the goods or commodities 
“ of the manufadure of Persia, mentioned in the ad pafled in the eleventh year 
** of the reign of his late majefty king william the third, intituled, an ad for 
“ the more effedual employing the poor, by encouraging the manufadures of 
** this kingdom, which may be imported by virtue hereof through Russia ; but 
the fame ad, and every claufe therein contained, fo far as the fame relates to 
the importing the faid goods into the port of London only, and to the entry 
“ thereof, and payment of the duties, and putting the fame into proper ware- 
“ houfes, and exporting them on fecurity, and to the feizing and profecuting 
“ thofe goods, and dividing the produce of fuch leizures, and keeping prpper 
“ accounts thereof, and fubjeding the perfons concerned to penalties and difabi- 
* I 2 “ lities. 
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“ ties, for breach of the faid aft, fhall be praffiled, and be of full fou'^ and <■*- 
“ fea for the purpofes aforefaid, as if the laid aft, and the fcvciai clauks tlu‘u‘- 
« in contained, v/cre particuiarly, and at large, repeated and ll*t down in the body 
“ of this aft. 

■ “ And be it furcher enafted, that if any queftion, difpiite, or doubts lliall 

“■rife, whether any of the goods or commodities to be imported by vnruc of 
“ this aft, be of the growth, produce, or mamifafture of rEitsia, or not, or 
“ were imported contrary to the true intent and meaning of this act, and the 
“ fame lhall, for that reafon, be feized as forfeited, the .proof thereof duill be 
“ incumbent on the importer or claimer, and not upon the officer or informer-, 
and the commiffioners of the cuftoms, if they fee fufficient caufe, lhall and may 
“ direft the officer of the cuftoms, who made the feizure, to proceed in the pro- 
“ fecution thereof; or not ; and judgment thereupon lhall be given for recovery 
of the forfeiture. 

“ And it be it further enaftied, that if any aftlon or fuit lhall be commenced 
againft any perfon or perfons, for any thing done in purfuance of this aft, the 
defendant or defendants in fuch aftion or fuit may plead the general ilTue, and 
give this aft, and the fpecial matter, in evidence, at any trial to be had tlierc- 
“ upon-, and that the fame was done in purfuance and by authority of this aft-, 
“ and if it lhall appear fo to have been done, then the jury lhall find for the de- 
“ fendant or defendants-, and if the plaintiff lhall be nonfuited, or difeontinue his 
“ aftion, after the defendant or defendants lhall have appeared, or if judgment 
lhall be given upon any verdift or demurrer againft the plaintiff, the defendant 
or defendants lhall and may recover treble cofts, and have the like remedy for 
•“ the fame, as defendants have in other cafes by law. 

Provided allb, that any thing in tliis aft contained lhall not extend, or be 
“ conftrued to extend, to hinder or deprive the corporation of the united com- 
pany of merchants of ENGLAND, trading to the EAST INDIES, from having and 
■“ enjoying all and every fuch powers, privileges, franchifes, benefits, matters, 
or things, as do or lhall belong to them, or which they could or might en- 
joy in any manner of ways, if this aft had not been made j any thing In this 
•“ aft to the contrary notwithftanding. 


“ And 
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“ And be it further enafled, by the authority aibrclhiJ, that this flrall be ad- 
“ judged and deemed to be a public aft, and fl>all be judicially taken notice of 
“ as ilich, by all judges, juftices, and otlicr perfons, without fpecially pleadino, 
“ the fame.” 

The RUSSIA company now prepared to fend hftors into ghilan, and 
with them a confiderable quantity of cloth, and other woollen goods. 
This enterprizc required, in a more peculiar manner, great unanimity. The 
ARMENIANS Were already fixed in the Caspian commerce; and it is na- 
tural for people who have long enjoyed the foie poiTefTion of any thing, 
to reafon themfelves into a perfualion that they are the only rightful pro- 
prietors of it, and confequently that they do themfelves but juftice in 
employing all their fkill and induftry to oppofe thofe who pretend to 
fhare with them. The Russia company was very early apprized of 
what they were to expeft: from the Armenians; it would have been 
therefore their intereft to eftablifh one houfc only in ghilan, in order 
to prevent the jealoufy and difeord, which are but too frequent ih our 
fadtories abroad, and which might be apprehended in fo remote and 
lawlefs a country as Persia. However, as a prefage of future difafters, 
feveral of the moft confiderable Russia traders, either from a jealoufy 
which they had entertained of thofe who had given Mr. elton the 
firfi: countenance in this enterprize, or from a more judicious fuipicion of 
ELTON himfelf, declined throwing their effdfts into his hands, but fent 
Mr. JAMES BROWN, Mr. MARTIN KYCK VAN MIEROP, and Mr, RICH- 
ARD WILDER into GHILAN, who arrived there in 1742, with cloth and 
other manufadtures to a very confiderable value. Mr. elton was not a 
little mortified at this ftep; however the firft of the two British fliips 
built at CASAN, and now completed, was put under his diredtion. Be- 
ing alfo powerfully fupported by large confignments of cloth, and other 
proper goods, he went into Persia 

They are but ill acquainted with life, who do not know that it is 
checquered with evil, and the pleafures and advantages of it alloyed with 

f See Woo DR OOF b’s journal, chap. 22, and 23^ 


their 
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their contraries. I have already obferved, that Mr. elton had been em- 
ployed in the Russian fervice, and was bred a feaman. He had many 
abilities, but wanted fome talents that were requifite on the prefent oc- 
cahon. 

No fooner was he arrived in ghilan, than a quarrel enfued between 
Viim and the Russian conful arapoff. Whether this was owing to 
Mr. exton’s being deficient in that Ikilful moderation, fo eflential to the 
good condudt of commercial affairs, I will not pretend to fay^ arapoff 
appeared to me a very honeft and difcreet man: this however is moft 
certain, and in elton’s favour, that very foon after his arrival in Per- 
sia, captain woodroofe, who commanded the firft British fhip built 
for this trade, was treated by the Russian fecretary at derbend, with 
great cruelty, as will be fully related hereafter. 

Ambition had certainly a fhare in Mr. elton’s refolutions; for he im- 
mediately entered into the fervice of nadir shah, as fuperintendent of 
the PERSIAN coaft of the Caspian, with defign to build fhips in the 
EUROPEAN manner, if it fhould be found pradticable. The news of this 
foon reached the fadlors of St. Petersburg, but in a very obfcure and 
imperfeft manner. It gave them however fome concern for the fecurity 
of their effedts, and dill more for the offence, which they eafily forefaw 
would be taken by the Russian court. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X, 

author^s wyage to Riga. A defcription of elsineur, the Sound, and 
the forti that guard this fojfage. 

I N February 1743* I accepted the oflfer of a partnerfliip in Mr. ding- 
ley’s houfe at St. Petersburg ; in confequence hereof I was made 
acquainted with the Caspian trade, which was then in its infancy, and 
the objedt of the fanguine hopes of feveral of our moft confiderable mer- 
chants. From that time I indulged a defire of feeing Persia, a coun- 
try fo renowned for great and memorable events both in antient and 
modern hillory. 

In April following I embarked in the river tjjames on board aa 
LI SBC (hip bound for riga. The feveral wrecks which tl^n appeared 
in the fands and (hallows on the eaft coafi: of England, gave me but 
melancholy impreffions of the danger of a fea life. We had fevere wea- ' 
ther for the feafon, and the (hip being very old and crazy, rendered my 
fituation by no means agreeable. It is perhaps hard to fay if the motion 
a (hip, or the fmell of tar is moft apt to create the fea ficknefsj when this 
ficknefs is eictreme, certainly nothing but the acuteft diftempcr can ex- 
ceed it: gentle acids, and cooling foods are the greateft relief. 

It was now the beginning of May, yet the winds in the north fea were 
extremely cold. The Baltic is feldora clear of ice till the middle of 
that month* ^d the winds which pafs over it are generally piercing. 
At length we arrived (n the sound. This streight is about two ent 
GL isH miles broad; the caftle of 4:ron*;nburg, on the Danish ^dev 
guards the entrance. Elsii»(burg is on the oppofite fide, on the sw|:d- 
' ISH continent. In fome winters this pafiTage is frozen up. 


‘“the 
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The duty paid here at diiierent periods of time, Jias- varied very much j 
it is now near 3 4ths per cent, upon moft kinds of goods, and it is laid 
to amount to 70,000 cpowns *. The original of this duty was to defray 
the charge of light-houfes and buoys, which the Danes fixed at proper 
places, for the fafety and convenience of navigators j thus they ealily 
procured the confent of the feveral princes and Hates who traded into the 
BALTIC, to which this is a more important pafs, than Gibraltar is to 
the MEDITERRANEAN. In times of war veflels of moderate burthen havg, 
paffed the greater belt at the back of Zealand j though the navigatioiif 
here is more precarious, and the streigiits of newberg are alfo very 
narrow. In 1644, and the following year, the Hollanders palled the 
SOUND in merchant~men as well as. Ihips of war, though the swedes, 
with whom they were at war, were then pofTefled of both fides of the 
paflage. 


The cannon now mounted in kronenburg caftle are large, and pro- 
bably much bigger than they were in thofe daysj but a fufficient depth 
of water, a leading gale, and intrepid mariners might eafily furmount 
any obllacle to be found there, fliould neceflity require the trial. This 
caftle projedts into the water, and is fo far detached from the town as 
to enjoy an open and delightful profpedt, and by its buildings, extent, 
and verdure within the walls, is rendered an agreeable place ^ 


The confuls of England, France, Holland, and Sweden, relide 
in the town. Mr. fenwick, the English conful, received me very po- 
litely. ELSENEUR is a neat littlfe town, watered by a fpring in the caH 
part of It; and the ftreets being in fome places lined with trees, have an 
agreeable effedt. The neighbourhood of the swedes makes the Danish 
garrifon ftridl in the examination of all who come into the town. Co- 
penhagen is diftant from hence about 20 English miles, 

toinllrua^onieof theircafto^-houfr^ffl V having wifely taken the precaution 

the goods fpecHed on the clearances in^^ssM^ ' demanded on 

* The works I am told ate lately enlarged, and made more formidable than at the time I law them. 


The 
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The remarkable piety of the Danish nation appears even amongft the 
common foldiers. I obferved with great pleafure their good order and dif- 
cipline. When the guard was mounted, they made their addreffes to the 
fupreme being, in a regular manner ^ The panes are faid to maintain 
30,000 men. They have a fmall trade to china; our mailers of fhips 
are fometimes fupplied by that nation with china goods, but of late years 
thefe are not only much advanced in price, but very bad in quality. This 
is alfo a little magazine of wdne, brandy, and fuch commodities as are 
ufed by the merchant fhips. The boats employed in this road are very 
broad and fliallow, and though the fea fometimes runs high, they live, 
as the feamen term it, in a furprizing manner. 

From ELsiNEUR we weighed, and pafled by Copenhagen, the royal 
palace of which forms a magnificent profpedt from the water. The fea 
here is often very clear and traniparent. Hence we pafled by bornhoim, 
which affords an agreeable profpedl in ferene weather, but in the clofe of 
the feafon is a great objedl of terror to mariners j few fhips navigate this 
fea from November to April. Soon after we defcried the coafl of cour- 
LAND, which affords a fandy and inhofpitable profped. 

Having gentle breezes, in a fliort time we made the bay of Riga. As 
it was now the end of May, it is not eafy to conceive how pleafant the 
BALTIC fea is, and how much the fcene was changed for the better. Tho’ 
a maritime life had no utility, yet failing In fair weather might induce 
many to praftife it, who defire to enlarge the fcene of their pleafures. 
Here we were obliged to lighten our fhip, by throwing out part of the 
ballad, that fhe might not draw above 1 1 feet water, being the depth 
ufually found on the bar. 

= A praftife fo little imitated in fome of the polite nations, that one haidly ever fees a foldier at 
church, but when he is going to execution for defertion, or worfe crimes. It was remarkable in the 
late war, that when all the different nations which compofed the confederate army were performing 
their daily devotions, the * * • * foldiers only, feemed to have no fenfe of the being of a God. 

VoL. I. K. After 
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After a tedious .paftage of 26 days, it was no fraall plcarurc to go a- 
fliore; but by no means agreeable to be caiTied as a priioncr to the cailb 
of DWENAMUN0, where I was kept above an hour in the company of 
common foldiers, and under fccretaries, who are but a fmall remove from 
common foldiers. 

Russia being then at war with Sweden, I was queftioned If I had any 
paffport. They faw that I was a merchant from England j I produced 
letters of recommendation from monlieur narriskin, then the Russian 
mlnifter at the court of London, to count bestucheff, the great chancel- 
lor of RUSSIA, and alfo to count lestock'* j and yet they made great difli- 
culties concerning the want of a paflport, which it is not ufual to bring 
from ENGLAND. Petty ofEcers in the Russian fervice, often conjure up 
difficulties, out of a religious regard to the letter of their orders; but the 
mailer of the Ihip no fooner made the ordinary compliment, than 
we were received by the officer on duty as the friends of his fovereign. 
From thence I went by land about half a day’s journey to Riga, 

* The feme who was afterwards difgraccd. 
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CHAP. ’XI. 

Tbe author is detained at RIGA, by order of the governor. Defcription of 
that city and its trade. An account of dorpt and narva, voith the 
trade thereof. ‘The author arrives at St. Petersburg. 

I T was about the 20th of May when I arrived at Riga, The weather 
was as hot as ever I remember it, during many years abode in Portu- 
gal j for the fun leaves the horizon only three or four hours, and its re- 
fledtion continues even great part of that time, fo that, tho’ the dews 
fall, neither tlie earth, nor confequently the air, has time to become tem- 
perate. 

Here I was received by the British fadtors with great kindnefs and, 
marks of regard, particularly by Mr. thomas spencer and his brother. 
Thefe gentlemen are diftinguilhed by their affluence and generofity. 
They gave me a hofpitable reception, which was the more pleafing, as I 
found myfelf referved for the honour of being a ftate prifoner. I pro- 
duced the moft indubitable credentials, the fame I have already mention- 
edi and alfo letters of recommendation to the English fadtors in Riga, 
by all which it appeared I was an English fadlor going to refide in St. 
PETERSBURG. But the govcmor having received orders that no perfon 
lliould proceed from thence without exprefs leave from the court then re- 
liding in St. Petersburg, he would not give me a pailport, and I was 
obliged to wait there for feventeen days. Such is the jealoufy which the 
neighbourhood of the swedes creates in dme of war. 

I fpent this time as agreeably as a garrifon and its confines would per- 
mit, but not a little mortified and furprized with the extreme heat. I 
was affured, that after the melting of the fnow, the earth being impreg- 
nated with the nitre which the fnow contains, fometimes brings to ma- 
turity, in fix weeks, the rye which has lain in the ground during the win- 

K 2 ter; 
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ter; and that wheat has been fown and reaped v.'ithin the fame time: the 
truth of which I fliould have difputed, if it had not been aflcrtcd by 
' perfons of undoubted veracity. 

This city, which had now a confidcrabie garrifon of Russian forces, 
was built about the year 1190, when this country iirfl: received the know- 
ledge of CHRIST. It is the metropolis of livonia, a place of great 
confequeiice, fituated in the latitude of 57, on the north eaft of the 
DWENA, which runs into the gulph of rig A. It was taken from the 
swedes by PETER THE GREAT in 1710, after a fiege of three months, 
in which time the Swedish garrifon, by famine, the plague, and the 
fword, were reduced from 1 2000 to 5000 men ; and of the burghers and 
inhabitants there died about 60,000. Several houfes have yet marks 
of the bombardment; the gallantry of the swedes in defending this 
place, was in fome meafure rewarded by the fuperior genius of peter 
THE GREAT, who granted the town a very honourable capitulation, 
which has been ever lince religioufly obferved. The magiftracy pre- 
ferve the civil power, according to their antient immunities; and the keys 
of the town gates are depofited with them every night. The burghers 
have the foie right of buying of the polish and Russian merchants; 
and confequently the English fa£lors, and other foreigners, can buy on- 
ly of the burghers: the latter, by this exclufive privilege, might be much 
enriched; but by exceffive high living, and making their trade a kind of 
flock-jobbing, numbers of them of late years are become bankrupts. 
Befides the corporation of burghers, which has the management of the 
city affairs only, the crown has a court under the Russian laws. This 
takes cognizance of the alfefsments for quartering of foldiers, and other 
matters relating to the government. There is alfo a provincial court for 
the affairs of the province, confidered as diflindl from the city. 

The river dwena generally clofes about the end of November, and 
opens again near the middle of March; fo that this town has the advan- 
tage of St. PETERSBURG, the NEVA being there doled about fix weeks 

longer. 
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longer. When the ice breaks up, it often comes down in fuch large 
pieces, and with fo vaft a weight, as to remove points of land, and form 
banks, which fometimes remain for feveral years. This renders it impof- 
fible for any Handing bridge to be built over the river, an inconveniency 
which is removed by a bridge of rafts and boards, during the fummer 
feafonj fo that they walk even with the furface of the water. About 
300 veffels can conveniently lay and take in their loading to the depth of 
nine feet water. Larger fliips load in a creek not far diftant, where there are 
feven fathoms water j and fhips which cannot pafs the bar, load below it, 
at a place called the ealdera. 

The chief commodities here, are hemp, flav, mafts and timber. The 
quantity of the hemp is generally about 40,000 fchipounds % which is 
brought down in ftruzes ^ of 50 to 70 feet long, and 20 to 30 feet 
broad, made head and Hern alike, and fleered by oars of about 2 5 feet, 
of which there is one at the head, and another at the flern. 

The poLANDERs bring a large proportion of thefe commodities, chief- 
ly from the polish Ukraine. The flax is brought from druana and 
LITHUANIA, a great part of which they call druana ragitzer and Li- 
thuania RAGiTZER. The timber is from thofe parts of Poland which 
border on turkey; great part of that which is fit for mafls is two fum- 
mers in its paflage to Riga. This place formerly expoi'ted vafl quan- 
tities of corn for Sweden and other countries; but the fyflem of politics 
in that' country having been for fome time repugnant to that of Russia, 
the town has fuffered the inconvenience of a prohibition. 

Riga has fometimes loaded annually near 500 Ihips, of which above 
300 were from the united provinces ; but as the trade of that coun- 
try in general has been for fome years on the decay, the number of 
DUTCH fhips at this port has decreufed; nor indeed has the timber, in 
which great part of the trade confided, be^n fo efifential to thofe pro- 

® 6400 tons. f Flat bottomed boats 
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vinces, fince they have found that ftones will make a morclafling fence 
againft the inroads of the fea. 

They meafure here by the ell, of which i 4 is equal to a yard Eng- 
lish. Their foot of i2 inches, is equal to ii inches English. Thoii 
weights are 

2 loot. 

1 pound of 1 6 ounces. 

I lifpound. 
i fchippound. 

And they generally reckon 3 | Ct. English to a fchippound. 

Liquors are fold by the ftoop, of which three are equal to an English 
gallon. 

The money current here is rix dollars alberts, equal to 80 farthings, 

2 farthings = i mark. 

20 marks = i ort. 

4 orts I rix dollar, alberts. 

This mark is an imaginary Ipecies of money, but they have another 
kind of mark of 6 grofs, by which fome commodities are bought. 

The farthings are polish as well as Swedish coin. 

The merchants keep their accounts in rix dollars ^ and grofs, 90 grofs 

to a rix dollar. — But the tradefmen keep their accounts in rix dollars of 
40 marks. 

The houfes here 
the water, which is 


are made fteep in the roof, for the better carrying oiF 
very penetrating when the fnow melts. In this they 


I ounce 
32 loot 
20 pound 
20 lifpound 


is 


* Generally worth Js. 6d. according as the exchange is on Amsterdam, 
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excel the Russians, who have flill greater occafion to provide againft the 
like inconvenience. The cellars are ufed as magazines for flax, and o- 
ther goods ; and the entrance, or firR apartment, in mofl: houfes, is 
the coach-houfe, by which you mufl: pafs to the parlour and din- 
ing-room. The houfes have feldom above two Rories, and the flreets 
arc narrow. German is the language of the people of riga, but the 
peafants in the neighbourhood, and other parts of hvonia, fpeak un- 
duet ch, a dialed! entirely differing from the german. 

'/ 

IVIy partner in St. Petersburg, having procured a paffport for me, I 
provided myfelf with a fleeping waggon and on the 7th of June 1 took 
poft for St. PETERSBURG. The foil about riga is fandy, but, after 
fome diftance, the country becomes more pleafant. In fome places it 
is champaign, in others the hills diverllfy the feene. It abounds in wood 
and corn land, and is well watered. The pofl: horfeS are exceeding bad, 
but as the Rages are fliort, and the houfes clean, this inconvenience is 
fupportable. The ordinary Rations for the poRs are fhar, at the river 
AA, GARBiN, KUKATz and DORPT, in all about 230 werRs. 

Dorpt Rands on a plain, and is watered by the river embeck, which 
runs into the lake peipus. The country on the fide towards riga pre- 
fents a moR delightful profpedt. Its trade confiRs moRly in corn and 
flax, of which confiderable quantities are fent to riga. The people here 
pretend, that every third year their wheat degenerates into rye j an opi- 
nion that probably has taken its ^•ife from an unfliilful cultivation of the 
land, which may eaufc the fize and fubRance of the grain to be greatly 
diminiflied. ’Tis perhaps from the fame reafon reverfed, the Hunga- 
rians pretend, that in fome pai ts of Hungary the earth is naturally fo , 
fruitful, and probably fo Wf’i uoitriRvivi by cultivation, that, after three 
years, rye becomes wheatj fc ^ itrer cf thefe pretended fadls was it my 

^ Thefe are made of Ic?//.'' , refemblir^, c. . ^ ‘ind hung upon braces. 
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bulinefs'to difpute. Dorpt has the appearanccof a fiipcrb heap of ru- 
ins. Here are the remains of a callle which petrr the great took 
from the swedes in 1704, upon which occafion great part of the towji 
was deftroyed by hre. From hence the country near the road is cleared 
of wood, and in many places well inhabited. I travelled along tire 
banks of the lake peipus, which is faid to abound in fifli. It is 120 
werfts long, and 60 broad, communicating with the lake pscow the 
borders of which are famous for producing flax. From dorpt to for- 
ma POSTERN 37, to RANDAFFPUNGERN 38, tO PURRAW 34, tO VAVA- 
JtA 20 , to NARVA 41 werfts. . 

Here I was received with great hofpitality by Mr. thomas winn, 
an ENGLISH merchant, who always diftinguiflied himfelf by his great 
kindnefs to his countrymen who pafled through this province, as well as 
for the integrity and exaeSnefs of his commercial correfpondency, by which 
he has acquired a confiderable fortune. Narva, which is the capital of 
ESTONIA, is not a large town, but ftands on arifing ground, is clean, and 
well fortified. Its trade confifls moftly in flax and timber^ of the firft, about 
220,000 poods’^ are generally brought to market, part of it on the fnowj 
but the greateft quantity is tranfported in fpring, from Pscow, through the 
lake PEIPUS. Two werfts above the town there is a catarad in tlie river 
NARVA, at which they are obliged to unload the barks. — floLLAND, Por- 
tugal, and feveral parts of the Baltic, as well as England, take oft' 
this flax; as the Hollanders the greateft part of the timber. Formerly 
they loaded 300 to 400 ftiips annually, with this article onlyj but now the 
number is reduced to about 1 00. The exportation is limited by the Rus- 
sian government to 120,000 balks which are of 20 to 40 feet long, and 
10 to 15 inches fquare. The English generally demand thelargeft, and 
the HOLLANDERS thc fmallcft kind. Every ton of fliipping in meafure- 
jment will take a load of timber, 50 folid feet being reckoned to a load, 

Vulgaily called the lake pl e sko w. *= About 3,500 tons. l Firr trees. 
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The import here is about 15,000 lbs. weight of tobacco, and a fmall 
quantity of bale goods ^ but the greateft article is fait, of which they 
take near 100,000 poods”, 180 poods being feckoned to the laft, of 
two tons ENGLISH. There is no depth of water for ihips of above 
120 tons; fo that larger veffelsare obliged to lay in the open road, where 
they are often diftreffed by hard gales of northerly winds j but this evil 
is intended to be remedied by building a pier. This city is remarkable 
in ftory for the great defeat which the Russians met in the infancy of 
their military power, when 100,000 of them fled before a handful of 
SWEDES. This happened in the year 1700; and four years afterwards it 
was obliged to yield to the fuperior numbers and fortune of the Russi- 
ans, who have held it ever fince; and in confequence of the favour 
which was {hewn it by the czar, the town enjoys its civil government, 
without labouring under any oppreflion. 

From NARVA I departed for jamburg, on the river luga, over which 
there is a floating bridge; here alfo flands an old cafHe. From thence I , 
proceeded to osertes, palling out of Estonia into ingria, where the 
road is moftly made of timber. The land within 20 werfls of St. Peters- 
burg on the banks of the neva, is very marlhy. From narva to St. 
PETERSBURG is 146 wcrfts, and the whole diflance from riga 546“. 
Notwithftanding the feveral flops I made on the road, together with the 
bad pofl horfes, I arrived the fourth day without much difEculty. 

” Above 1100 tons. “398 miles. 
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CHAP. XII. 

T'z&i? BRITISH PETERSBURG alarmed by the com}' amts of the court 

of RUSSIA againjl Mr. elton. ‘the author offers his fervice to go into 
PERSIA, and takes the charge of a caravan of ’woollen goods difgned for 
that country. 

I Arrived at St. Petersburg the loth of June, a day fomewhat re- 
markable to me, as being the fame on which I landed at Lisbon 
fyurteen years before, when I firft went abroad ; but remarkable to many 
fee. birth of a man, who might as well have not been bom for any 
good he has done the world in general, or his unfortunate and deluded 
adherents in particular. 

X was extremely pleafed to find a city fo open, airy, and regularly 
built in many places> with very good houfes in ^e Italian tafte. 

My reader will^ remember that I had formed a defign of going mto 
PERSIA, Ihould any convenient occafion offer. The feveral intimations 
of the diftreffed condition of that country, had indeed made fome impref- 
fion on ine, but not much abated my curiofity. Very few weeks had paft 
Tiefore my partner, and other factors who were correfpondents with 
Mr. ELTON, being alarmed with the complaints of the Russian court 
_ in relation to that gentleman, refolved, that one of them would make a 
journey into Persia. I then offered my fervice, which was accepted. 

How far Mr. elton had carried the defign of trading from great- 
BRiTAiN oyer the Caspian fea'into Persia, and how well it had fucceed- 
cd to his wifhes, has been already related ; but now we had reaibn to be- 
lieve, that, not contented with the purfuit of comercial affairs, he had 
injudicioufly engaged in the fervice of nadir shah, to build fhips on the 
CASPIAN after the European manner. This was not then acknowledg- 
ed 
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ed by el ton, nor entirely credited by his friends in St. Petersburg, 
but was thought a fufiicient caufe to make an enquiiy. Other reafons 
of jealoufy alfo concurring, we applied to Sir cyTiil wych, at that time 
his niajefty’s minifter at the court of Russia, and he, by a memorial to 
the great chancellor’s office, demanded a pafiport for me, which was 
granted- 

1 

I provided myfelf with a convenient fleeping-waggon, another for my 
clerk, and a third for my baggjige, alfo a Russian menial fervant, a tar- 
tar boy and a foldier : then having received fuch inftrudtions as were ne- 
celTary from the fadors who were interefted in this new commerce, and 
taken upon me the charge of a caravan of thirty feven bales of englih 
cloth, I prepared for my journey. 

This caravan of cloth, making twenty loads, fet out the if! of Sep- 
tember. The loth of that month I folbwed it, not without fbme 
painful apprehenfions that though I might probably arrive time enough 
to obtain a paflage over the Caspian into Persia, yet the caravan would 
be too late in the feafon. 

I had an order for nine poft-horfes, and was determined to malre what 
fpeed the conveyance of the feveral neceflary things I carried with me 
would admit ; but notwithftanding this order for the facility of obtaining 
fuch a number of horfes, and greater difpatch, I hired copeachnicks°. 
It is too much the cuftom in Russia for officers or perfons who travel 
with fervants or foldiers, to treat the.peafants with infolence. The firft 
charge I gave my attendants, was, to avoid every occafion of difpute, 
and ftill more of oppreffion j that if any infult was offered to them, they 
fhould inform me, that I might judge in what manner it ought to 
be relented. 


* Peftfants horfes, for which they pay one copcck or a half-penny each werfl j whereas pdft-iorics are 
hut j. acopeek> and not fo good. 
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The rainy and frofty feafon being already come on, I found the roads 
extremely bad, elpecially for about fifteen werfts. The adiaceut country 
to St. PETERSBURG, wcJuId be impaflable but for the great care wldoh 
is taken in mending the roads with timber and fafcines. A peace heijig 
concluded with Sweden, we overtook great numbers of foldiers who were 
retiring to their winter quarters. 

On the nth we found the road better, though the ground about us 
was marlhy, and little or no arable land appeared. We got this even- 
ing to freest AN, which is 123 werfts from St. Petersburg. On the 
1 2th we advanced thirty-fix werfts to the river volcofp, which it was 
necefiTary to pafs. The banks of this river are very pleafant, part con- 
fining of rich arable lands. It communicates with ^e lake lodoga, 
veflels pairing through this river to the canal, which runs into the neva; 
alfo with the lake ilmen at novogorode from whence, by the river 
MSTA and TWERSA, it communicates with the volga at the city 

U GLITZ. 

The ferry-man finding that 1 was a merchant, began to be infolent. 
Thefe boors ufually entertain a contemptible notion of their own traders, 
compared with military people, which they extend to merchants in 
general. I could not help obferving upon this, as upon many other oc- 
cafions, the obftinate opinion which the peafants had imbibed of the little 
refpe(3: due to merchants, though this barbarity of manners wears off very 
fall amongft the politer part of’ the people. The delay and impertinence 
to which I found myfelf thus expofed, neceffarily called on my foldicr to 
cxercife his cane, which foon brought my antagonift to his duty. As the 
road on the oppofite fide of this river was exceeding bad, we intended 
to have gone up to novogorode by water, but the wind blowing ftrong 
in our teeth prevented us. ® 

The 13 th, the darknefs of the night, the hard wind and rain, and ex- 
celEve bad road, obliged us to halt, and fleep in our waggons in the 
©pen field, efpecially as one of them remained till morning ftuck in a bog. 

We 
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We overtook a party of cossacks, who had ferved in the war againft the 
SWEDES j one of them feized hold of my horfes, but he foon difpelled' 
my fears by informing me that he had difcovered the horfe he had loft’ 
three years ago, which proved to be the real cafe 3 he very civilly pro- 
cured me another to the next ftage, and we parted with mutual wifties 
of a good journey. From tlie volcoff, we paffed the msta, near novo- 
GORODE, and thence came to bronitz on the 14th, which is 230 werfts 
from St. PETERSBURG. I now found the weather mild, which was a 
joyful circumftance to me, who had not been accuftomed to autumn jowr- 
nies in a rigorous climate. The road alfo was open and pleafant, which 
was fome confolation for our being obliged to take this rout, the beft road 
being under repair. The land in feveral places is dry and arable, and pro- - 
vifions fo cheap, that good beef may be bought for the value of three far-- 
things a pound, mutton and pork in proportion, and bread about one lixth. 
part of its ulual price with us in englakd. 

The RUSSIANS, though not the acuteft lawyers, underftand how to tor- 
ture words, and make theip. fay what was never intended: my poderos- 
Noi P, by fome omiflion or ambiguity, now left me at the mercy of the 
poft-mafters, as it was fo worded as to fignify either poft-horfes or yam- 
SHEEKs’. We palTed by krestikoi, and went 40 werfts to isacoff.- 
The 1 5th. Laft night the axle-tree of my own waggon broke : the 
RUSSIAN vehicles, unlefs made by exprefs commiffion, are very fubjedt 
to fuch accidents. This day we arrived at valdai, where is a confi- 
derable monaftery, fituated on a little illand formed by the adjacent lake: 
the town is the property of the monaftery. The inhabitants are moftly 
the defcendents of the poles, who were brought here as prifoners in for- 
mer wars, but the diftindlion is now almoft loft. The drefs of the women 
is neater, and their perfons are more comely than in general thofe of the 
RUSSIAN peafants ; but their exceffive laughter, and painted faces, greatly 
diminifh the external charms which nature has beftowed on them. The 

f Ojder for horfes. 5 Hotfes for which 2 copeeks a werft are paid in this place. 


country 



Part I. 


86 .THE MANNER OF ORDERING 

country is very -hilly, ' and affords many pleafant profpedts. Venus 
fcems to have had here a more peculiar refidence from the feveral amor- 
ous fongs which the Russians hold in great efteem, in relation to the 
feenes of delight which tliis place affords; though the more refined parts 
of love, are hardly to be found among the prefent inhabitants. Here we 
got horfes for i i copeeks a werft each horfe. 

The ifitb; By noon we had advanced 99 werfts to vishneivolocho- 
<jue: here we. took horfes for 130 werfts. The next day, pafiing over 
feveral branches of the msta and twersa, I got to twere, where I 
came up with my caravan of cloth. Great complaints were made by 
the iswosHiCKs % of the badnefs of the roads, infomuch that my fear 
of its not reaching Persia that year encreafed; therefore inftead of one 
horfe to each load, I ordered two, and promifed to divide fomething 
confiderable among the carriers, if they exerted themfelves to the utmoft 
of their ftrength and ability. 

And now we are upon this fubjed, before I proceed further, perhaps 
it may afford fome gratification to the curious, to be informed in what 
manner caravans ufually travel in this country. 


CHAP. XIII. 

- ^fhe heji manner of ordering icarofvans in Russia, and how they are ge- . 

nerally conduced, 

I N RUSSIA, carriages for merchandize are drawn only by one horfe. 

• Thefe vehicles are nine or ten feet long, and two or three broad, and 
are principally compofed of two ftrong poles, fupported by four wheels 
of near an equal- lize, and about as high as the fore wheels of our or- ' 

dinary 
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dinary coaches, but made very flight: many of the rounds of the wheels 
are of a Angle piece of vsrood, and opeil in one part for near an inchj 
and fome of them are not Ihod with iron. " 

The fir ft care is to lay the bales as high as the cart will admit, on a 
bed of matts of the thickeft fort ^ Befides the original package, which 
is calculated to ftand the weather, the bales are ufually covered with 
very thick matts, and over thefe other matts are laid, to prevent the fric- 
tion of the ropes j laftly there is another covering of matts, in the want 
of raw cow hides, which are always beft to defend the goods from 
rain, or from the fnow, which, when it melts, is yet more penetrating. 
Each bale is fealed up with a leaden feal, to prevent its being opened on 
the road, or any of the goods vended in the country, that is, when they 
are intended for Persia. 

In St. PETERSBURG, from whence the British caravans always fet out, 
it is necelTary to provide a wiPis \ which muft be carried to the cuftom- 
houfe of ASTRACHAN, and alfo paflports for the people that attend the 
caravan. The manner of procuring horfes is to agree with one or more 
PODERATCHICKS ", who provide for the whole caravan, in the fummer 
feafon at the rate of about one ruble a pood for the carriage from St. 
PETERSBURG to ZARITZEN, which is near 1800 werftsj and in winter 
it is only 40 copeeks*. Thefe waggons ufually carry from 25 to 30 
poods. On every agreement of this kind, the crown receives a duty of 
I o per cent, but the carriers are not very fcrupulous in regard to the de- 
claration of the exad price. 

As this duty is by agreement ufually paid by the mafter-carrier, he takes 
Out a CHAMATAvoi YEREiQUEy, and having part of die money advanced, 
he provides the carriers, and every thing neceflary for the journey. And 

^ The RUSSIANS call thefe matts loobkas and finofkas. ^ A cuftom-houfe permit. ® Mailer 
carriers, ^ 36 lb. English. * Which is equal to 19 J pence per ftone of 14 lbs, bnclish, 
for 1200 ENGLISH miles in fummer, but in winter not quite 8 pence per ftone. y A certain clear- 
ance fo called. 
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here a zapis * is of excellent ufe to keep thefe people in order, for by this 
they oblige themfelves to watch the goods at night, and prefcrve tliem as 
much as poflible from fire, water, and thieves j but in the laft cafe little 
dependence ought to be made on them, either for courage or for arms. 
On diis account the condudor of the caravan (who with us in the Bri- 
tish trade was generally a foreigner) ought to take particular care of this 
regiftered bond; for the carriers being uneafy at the rcftraint it lays them 
under, will fometimes attempt to fteal it from him while he is afleep. 

Spring and autumn are very bad feafons for travelling, as my caravan at 
this time experiericed. There is a law in force, made in favour of the 
carriers, by which any contrad for tranfporting merchandize in the 
winter, becomes null and void, if the roads are broke up by a thaw, 
and thereby rendered impradicable to travel in fledges, in which cafe the 
carriers have the liberty of taking out their horfes, and leaving a cai'avan in 
any town they can mofl: eafily reach. The condudors of caravans gene- 
rally chufe to lodge in villages, a few miles wide of mosco. If they come 
into the city, the goods mufl: be houfed in the gostinadwore or pay 
three copeeks a load, the fame as if they had been houfed. There' is no 
neceflity to make any flay in this city, except to regifter the clearances, 
or to gratify the carriers, who are too fond of the fpirit of corn to pafs 
great towns without their fill of it. 

At NovocHOPERSKAjA, a frontier garrifon towards the don cos- 
sacks, they examine the chamatavoi yerlique, already menti- 
oned; and the officers, in order to extort a prefent, ufually make great 
difficulties; but when they are reminded, that according to the treaty of 
commerce with the British crown, and the empress’s regulations of 
trade, a dollar is due for every hour of illegal detention, they foon be- 
came reconciled to the acceptance of, a loaf of fugar, or a few bottles of 
brandy, and fuffer the caravan to proceed. 

* A regiftered bond. » Public warehoules. 
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The caravans generally fet out about 12, both in the night and day, 
except in the heat of fummer. In the winter between St. Petersburg and 
Mosco, they ufually travel 70 werfts in 24 hours '’j but from mosco to 
ZARiTZEN, only 40 or 50 werHs: in fummer their ftages ai-e fliorter. 
Great part of the laft mentioned road being through an uninhabited coun- 
try, makes the carriers cautious not to jade their horfes. Every time they 
fet out, the condufbor ought to count the loads. When neceffity requires 
that the caravan fhould be drawn within fences, or into yards, the heads 
of the waggons ought to ftand towards the door in a regular order, and a 
guard, who will keep a better watch than an ordinary carrier, fhould be 
be fet over it : for want of this precaution, whole caravans in Russia have 
been fometimes confumed by fire. It is moft eligible to flop in the field, 
where the ufual method is to form the carriages into a ring, and bring 
the horfes as well as the men within it, always obferving to keep in fuch 
a pofition as beft to prevent an attack, or repulfe an enemy. The khal- 
MUCKS on the banks of the volga are ever ready to embrace an op- 
portunity of plundering and deftroying paflengers; therefore when there 
is any occafion to travel on thofe banks, which fhould be avoided as much 
as pollible, an advanced guard of at leafl four cossacks is of great ufe ; 
efpecially to patrole in the night j it is not often pradlifed but I found it 
indifpenlably neceffary when I travelled on thofe banks, as I fhall have 
occafion to relate. 

A hundred carriages take up two thirds of a mile in length, fo that 
when no horfeman is at hand to fpread the alarm, the rear might be eafily 
carried off. They have not even a trumpet, horn, or other inftrument 
for this purpofe j they trufb in providence and think any care of this kind 
unneceffary, though the negledt has fometimes proved of fatal confequence. 

By the time the caravans, which fet out in the winter, ufually arrive at 
ZARITZEN, the VOLGA becomes very dangerous 3 for which reafon goods 
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are houfed there till the waters are open. From astrachan they fcl- 
dom venture to travel on the ice after January, It muft be obferved, that 
to fave the Ihipping fealbn, either on the Baltic or the Caspian fea, 
it is fometimes neceflary to make loads only of 1 5 poods for a fingle horfe, 
but the hire of the horfes is then eftimated near the fame, as if it was 
25 poods. Another way, which I experienced, is to hire double horfes 
to 25 poods, which faves many days, and was the caufe that my caravan 
got fafe into Persia, when another, which fet out a week fooner from 
St. PETERSBURG, wintered in astrachan. 

It is necelTary to fend previous advice to zaritzen, that a veflel may 
be provided by the time you arrive there. Thofe veffels which carry 
3000 poods', are as large as is confident with fafety and difpatch to go 
down the volga to astrachan. They cod from 60 to 100 rubles \ 
and, confidering how ill they are put together, fometimes prove very 
dear. They require 15 or 20 hands to navigate them, of which half 
ought to be foldiers, in order to ferve as a convoy againd robbers, of 
which I fliall have occafion to fpeak more at large. 

I have been the more minute in this relation; as my intention is to pre- 
ferve a remembrance of the manner in which this branch of commerce 
was conduded. 


® About 45 toBs* ^ iz to i8l- 
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CHAP. XIV. 

A defcriptton of twere, and of the great road made by the command of 
PETER the GREAT from St. PETERSBURG to Mosco. The author ar- 
rives at MOSCO. A Jhort defcription of that city. 

T O return to twere. It is a very antient city, but of no beauty; 

the largeft and befl: ftrudure was then building for the ufe of the 
civil officers of the government. This place Hands on both lides of the 
twersa, which runs into, or is rather a branch of the great river Vol- 
ga. Another large branch of that river runs about fouth weft to volo- 
dimeroff, and from thence northwardly for many miles, terminating 
in a little lake; fo that in this place, as well as in many others, the Vol- 
ga feems to be a rich- mine of gold to the Russian empire. 

Twere is a great rendezvous for merchants who trade to the towns 
on the banks of the volgaj in the ordinary courfe of the year, here is 
not a depth of 20 inches water; yet in the months of April and May this 
river receives fuch vaft floods from the melting of the fnow, as raifes the 
water to 1 o or 1 1 feet. Large flat bottomed veflels of 200 tons take this 
opportunity of paffing to and from astrachan, and other places ; the 
trade to Persia being fometimes carried on by the fame channel. They 
bring here great quantities of rock fait, caviare and fiftij and carry back 
bale goods, corn, meal, and all kinds of groceries, performing the voyage 
in 16 or 20 days. 

The 1 9th we arrived at klin, which is a very agreeable place, near 
a fmall branch of the river kliazma. Paffing through pieskie, klu- 
SENO, PETRowsKoi, and other fmall villages, we travelled 84 w'erfts, 
and the next day we arrived at mosco, the metropolis of the Russian 
empire. 

Among 
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Among other great works of that immortal prince teter I, he caufed 
a road to be cut from St. Petersburg, intending to make the Vvdiole dif- 
tance of 734 werRs ® in a diredt line and perfpedtive, but it is not entire- 
ly compleatedj nor is the part performed, exactly on the original plan, 
Vaft forreRs of firrs, birch, and other trees, were cut through, and a 
paffage made over morafles, which till then was thought imnofll- 
ble to be accompliftied. Immenfe quantities of timber were hewn 
down, ditches were made, and the earth thrown up and levelled, upon 
which Rrait firs, their furfaces being firR made plain, were laid clofe to 
each other; thefe are fupported by a fouridation of the fame kind of tim- 
ber, and the ends in the center, for it is compofed of two trees, and on both 
fides, are fecured by crofs timbers. This bridge or road of timber, is car- 
ried, according as the land requires it, for about 150 werRs. For- 
merly the timber way was much longer, but as the lands grow drier, 
it becomes the. more unneceRary. Even for this extent of 150 werRs, 
allowing one tree with another to be 9 inches diameter, and the length 
23 feet*', and fuppofing the foundation and Rdes to be only half fo many 
. more as the bridge is compofed of, and the road to be 46 feet ^viJe, 
here is an an expence of 2,100,000 trees. But befides thefe, there are 
on the fides of the road, great quantities of timber cut down, which had 
never been ufed. 

On my arrival I was received with great hoipitality by Mr. joiin 
TAMES z, who by his ikill and induRry as a merchant and manufadturer, 
has acquired a great reputation. His fabric appeared as a little town, 
having about 400 looms, which employs more than 1000 hands in mak- 
ing fail-cloth, flieetings, ravenducks and drillings. 

Mosco is in the latitude of 55, 40, and is built in fome meafure 
after the eaRern manner, having not many regular Rreets, but a great 
number of houfes with gardens. Its circumference is about 16 English 

• 487 miles ENGLISH. ^ They are from fix to twelve inches diameter, being of different fixes, 
and in length twenty to twenty five feet, The road is the length of two trees broad. 

miles. 
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miles. The river moskwa, vi'^hich runs through it, and joins the occa 
near kolumna, makes many windings, which add a very ftriking beauty 
to the city; but in the fummer it is in feveral pjaces fliallow and unna- 
vigable. The feveral eminences, groves of trees, gardens and lawns in- 
terfperfed, form the moft pleafing profpeds, and enliven the imagination. 
The frequent dreadful fires with which this city has been afflideds, 
have hardly left houfis to accommodate the emprefs’s retinue’^ without 
diftrefling her people ; infomuch, that this princefs has been prevented 
from taking that delight in it which the fituation of the place affords. 
Befides, here are no palaces comparable to thofe of St. Petersburg, pe- 
TERiioFF and czARSKOizELO, the imperial palace in this city, being rcr- 
m.vkable for fcarce any thing elfe than its having thirty chapels, and a 
very lofty hanging garden ; In many parts it appears rather like a prifon 
than a royal palace. The number of churches and chapels in mosco, 
is hardly within belief : they are eftimated above 1 800, but many of 
them are very mean: mofi: of the paintings were done when this art was. 
in its infancy. 

The mod remarkable thing I faw, is the great bell, which is indeed 
ftupendous, and furprizes equally on account of its fize, and the folly 
of thofe who caufed it to be made : but the Russians, for time imme- 
morial have had a ftrange ambition of this kind. The bell in quef- 
tion weighing near 12327 poods*, was caft in the reign of the late 
emprefs ann: the found of it rather amazed and deafened, than delight- 
ed the inhabitants. It coft a very great fijm; for every one ambitious to 
contribute towards it, threw fome gold or filver into the furnaces, which 
were four in number j thefe furnaces had cocks, • which let off the metal 
into the mould. The geometrical dimenfions are a§ in the plate annexed. 
This bell was now in a pit, over which it had been hung j but the beam 
which fupported it being burnt, on occafion of a great fire, it gave way 
and the fall made a breach in it as expreffed. 

% 

8 The account of the fire in May 1 75 2 is immenfe, they mention 1 3000 houfes, which is hardly crckEble. 

^ The removal of the court to mosco occafions fuch a conflux of people, that I have bcenaflured . 
no lefs than 8o,qoo paffports for mosco have been delivered in St. PETERSBUitO’ fpaceofa 
few months. J 443)77^zlb» en/clish value at 35, is 65,681 L 
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The waters of the moskwa are not efteemed. In fome feafons 
agues are predominant in this city, but in general the climate is good. 
Being m the heart of the empire it is the grand refidence of that part of 
the nobility which is not obliged to follow the court j and it is particular- 
ly inhabited by the chief merchants and manufafturers. This city hav- 
ing for many ages frequently fuffered by dreadful fires^ which have fwept 
away feveral thoufand houfes at a time, it would be amazing that they fliould 
ftill continue to build with wood, were it not that the cheapnefs of this 
kind of building, and the poverty of many of the inhabitants render it 
neceflary. By a late decree of the Russian fenate, the wood houfes 
are limited to certain quarters of the cityj in all other places they are 
ordered to be re-built with brick and ftone \ It is the cuftom in Rus- 
sia to, build very faft, and without proper attention to the quality of 
the materials. Mosco has been more than once ravaged by the tar- 
tars and POLES; it yet fhows many antient works of defence, but the 
prefent pacific Hate of this country renders the fortifications lefs an ob- 
je£t of regard. 

Before we leave mosco, it is necefifary to obferve that there remain 
many traces of the antient Russian cuftoms, which are hardly to be feen 
in St. PETERSBURG, this laft city being in fome degree confidered as 
another country : thofe who have a fuperflitious reverence for antiquity, 
look on it alfo with jealoufy mixed with contempt, as being more 
modern than mosco. The Russians in general preferve a great fhare 
■of the fimplicity of their forefathers; they chufe the appellations of 
father and mother, as expreffions of refpedl, as well as real affi- 
nity. Modern refinements which in fome countries have rendered it 
unpolite for a fon to call his father by that endearing name, is little 
known among them. In the politeft correfpondences of friendfhip or ac- 
quaintance, a man’s chriftian name with that of his father’s, as john 

^ Mosco is /aid to have fuffered, within the(e 20 years, the lo/s of above 30,000 houfes. It is re- 
markable, that the £re which happened in 1752, in two hours time was carried to the extent of two 
^NGLjsji miles. 
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the fon of thomas, without any other addition, is deemed the mofl re- 
fpedtful addrefs. My caravan being at length arrived, I gave the necefla.- 
ry diredtions, and haftened its departure, 


CHAP. XV. 

The author leaves mosco and purfues his journey ; he enters tartary, de- 
feribes the manners of the cossacks, and arrives at zaritzen on the- 
hanhs' if the Volga. 

T he 24th of September, having repaired our vehicles, and provid- 
ed fuch provilions as were thought neceffary, we left mosco, 
which time the weather was become more fofit and pleafant. We tra- 
velled fouthward to strelkowa, neikitskoi, borisowskoi, and other 
{mall villages, not far from the weftern banks of the occa. The coun- 
try is hilly, but abounding in arable lands, and adorned with a beauti- 
ful variety of groves. Here we met fome Swedish prifoners returning 
to their own country. 

The 25th at night we arrived at kolumna, 80 werfts from mosco. 
This is one of the cities of the belt appearance in this part of the world, 
having many ftone and brick buildings, and a good wall : it has alfo fe- 
veral turrets of a very irregular figure, yet being covered with gilded tin, 
they make a good appearance. After paffing the occa, I found the 
country very pleafant; their horfes were now feeding on the rye juft 
fprouting from the earth. 

The 26th, being advanced to perislawl rjazanskoi, I found myfdf 
in another climate, for the harveft was not yet gathered in. The roads are for 
the moft part very good; the country has not much wood, but is delight- 
fully 
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fully watered. The poverty of the people is great, as appears by the 
houfes of the peafants, which are covered with Rraw, in a manner that 
declares their ignorancfe even of thatching. Their language and drefs 
had fome remarkable difference from thofe of the more northern Rus- 
sians. I was furprized to behold fo fine a country, at the fmall dif- 
tance of 200 werfts from the metropolis, with fuch an appearance of 
indigence: but fome lords are fuch bad ceconomifts, that they defeat 
their own end, by not only refufing to affift their vaflals, but in a great 
meafure obftrudting their induftry, thro’ a rapacious impatience of gain, 
before the peafants feel the fweets of their labour, a conduft which is 
naturally produdtive of indolence. 

The 27th, the weather and the road continued extremely pleafant. Be- 
ing informed that a gang of 60 robbers had the fame day we palTed the 
occA, committed feveral robberies on that river and its banks, we were 
iblicitous to get forward as much as poflible out of their reach. 

The 28th, Rain coming on, obftrudted our way fo much that we could 
not travel above half fo fall as in dry weather. We were now in an 
open fertile country, but the people fo poor that many of their wesbes 
confifted only of one room, about five or fix yards fquare^ which is 
often dellined to contain fix or eight people of both fexes. The inha- 
bitants, who are not numerous in thefe parts, are not very referved with 
regard to the ordinary confequences of fuch cohabitations. 

The 29th, having travelled 300 werfts from kolumna, we - arrived 
At KOSLOVE. This city has a wall of earth, and fome wooden turrets, 
which ferved as a defence againft the invafions of the tartars in for- 
mer times. It ftands on a little branch of the river voronitz, called 
LESNOI VORONITZ. Here we paid only half a copeek ^ a werft for each 
iiorfe, 

^ Cottages fo called. 1 A farthing. 
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TJic 3otIi, we travelled 70 werfts farther, to the city of tameove, 
which is a mean place. Here they demanded one copeek a for 
each horfej the peafants complained of the exadtions of the officers and 
foldiers who had lately marched that way for asteachan and the per^! 
SIAN frontiers. 


Odtober the ift, we entered the step. The inhabitants who are neareft 
to it often manure fbme tradls of land, by burning the grafs, which 
grows to a great length. In places which are not burnt, provender 
is found even in the winter feafonj for by feraping away the fnow, the 
cattle feed on the half periflied grafs. We overtook a caravan of 40 loads 
of EUROPEAN goods, going to ZARITZEN, the property of Armenian mer- 
chants. The 2d, we arrived at novochoperskaja, the proper boundary 
of RUSSIA, on the river choper, which falls into the don. This place is 
the RUSSIAN frontier towards the don cossacksj it is fortified with pa- 
lifades, a diy moat, and a rampart on which fome finall pieces of artil- 
lery are mounted: it is almofl furrounded by a pleafant grove of oaks'; 
the adjacent country ■ is very delightful, and the roads exceeding good. 
The 3d, we travelled moft part of the night on the banks of the cho- 
PFR, where there are feveral mills for corn; the country is very thin 
of inhabitants, and thofe only on the weftern banks. Leaving michai- 
LOVE, we paiTed through gorozansk and khotoskaja, two cossack 
towns, and anived the next day at urjupin, a cossack village, i 00 
werfts from novochoperskaja. Here I found the people veiy clean, 
and well cloathed: the women are gay and comely; their heads are adorn- 
ed with a cap, riling from their forehead about eight inches, with two 
points in form of a crefeent, and their fhifts are ornamented v/ith a red 
crofs. Unmarried women wear their hair plated behind after the Russian 
manner. 


The COSSACKS are a fpecies of tartars: their name lignlfies free- 
booters; but in thefe parts they are civilized, and faithful to the Russian 
government, which by an excellent policy is indulgent to them; fo that 
VoL. I. N they 
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they are ready when called on, to attend the Russian army, and bring 
with them ufually each man two horfes. Upon tliefc occafions they are 
well cloathed, and 'accoQtred at their own expence. They receive no pay, 
except in time of war, when they are adlually employed, and then only 
fix rubles a year, with provifion and plunder ^ yet being exernpt from taxes, 
they have no provocation to forfake their mafters. They are a very gal- 
lant as well as fober people, and fome of them are faid to pofiefs looo 
fiieep, and 300 cows. 

We faw little more for three days than land and iky, except fome woods 
and mountains to the eaftward, which gave pleafure in proportion to the 
abfence of other objedts. There are prodigious flights of blue pigeons; 
of which we killed as many as we could confume. The pofl: huts on the 
STEP could not always fupply us with a fufiicient number of horfes, fo that 
where any inhabitants could be found within fix or eight miles from the 
road, we were more than once obliged to fend out for them. Palling 
the CHOPER and the don, we advanced, in five days and nights, near 500*" 
werfts from urjupin, having met with very few inhabitants. At length 
we arrived at grigoriskoi, which forms a kind of peninfula. Here 
they take a great quantity of crawfilh, efpecially in fpring, at which 
time the flelh is moft efteemed : when they are pounded and mixed with 
water, the eyes fink to the bottom. Quantities of thefe eyes are fentinto 
turkey, and other countries, being well known to be ufed in medicines. 
Their houfes, or rather huts, are built of oak plank ; but fo little pro- 
vident are they of timber, that the bench I fat upon was hewn with an 
ax, and near three inches thick. Fifli and fowl of all kinds are in great 
plenty. They marry very young j I had fome difeourfe with a boy of 
fifteen, who was engaged to a girl of the fame age. 

The 9th. This morning we arrived under, the lines which are thrown 
up from the don “ to the Volga, for the diflance of about 50 werfts. 
The ditch is near fixteeh feet deep, but not made entirely fquare. There 


354 miles. 


* Antieot tamais. 


is 
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is a bank of earth near twenty feet high, with a ftrong timber rail to- 
wards the top. Sentry boxes are placed at certain diftances, from which 
the guard can communicate an alarm to the chief garrifon, zaritzen, 
which terminates the line on the weftern banks of the Volga. On this 
fpot PETER the GREAT intended to join the don and the Volga, and 
the canal was adually begun for that purpofe. By this means a commu- 
nication would have been opened with turkey, and the czar might 
have attacked that empire with Ihips built on the Volga, where the 
materials are in great abundance : but this undertaking proved very dif- 
ficult from the hardnefs of the foil. Befides, as it was found pradlica- 
ble to build fliips on the don, this and other weighty reafons prevented 
the execution of this defign. 

The kooban tartars werefome years ago very formidable in this part 
of the world. The river kuma® which difembogues itfelf into the Cas- 
pian, now ferves as a barrier to thefe people, who are kept in awe 
by the Russians. Not long fince, they made incurfions, and carried off 
the inhabitants of whole villages, with all their cattle; but they dare 
not make their appearance at prefent, except in fmall parties, who fome- 
times break through the lines and carry off horfes, which is their grand 
allurement, as they ferve for food as well as for ordinary ufes. 

Though the incurfions pf the tartars were generally mentioned as 
a trivial matter with regard to our new trade; yet the khalmucks, a little 
before my arrival, had the boldnefs to rob a caravan, in which was a fum 
of copper money, belonging to the crown, intended for the garrifon of 
zaritzen: they alfo killed and wounded feveral foldiers who guarded it. 

The fun was yet warm, and the weather delightful. On the plains, near 
zaritzen, they feed dromedaries, which are not much unlike camels. 


® The KAMA, with which’ this is fometimes confounded, runs into the volga, near casait. 
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mth KHALMUCK TARTARS. Af^-ticukr acmmt of tie pirate, 
■A ,nff tb, VOLGA 3-& nature fthe noeffek which navigate thai river. 
I he authors voyage d<mn to astrachan, 

^^ARITZEN IS ftuated in the Utitude of 47 i, at the diflancc 
of 1042 mrfts from MOSCO, on a high bank of the Volga of 
which It commanib a delightful profpeft The buUdings are mean nor 
are tlwre mmy inhabitants : the place is defended by a deep ditk a 
rampart gamiflied with artiUeiy, and a garrifon of 3000 men.'^ 

In a deep valley, under the fouth fide of this place, is an encampment 
0 KHALMDCK TARTARS, who are in fnendfliip with the Russians fo 
long as they awe them by their power, -for thefe barbarians do not keep 

^ 688 miles. 
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their faitii more inviolably than fome politer nations. The khal- 
MUCKs have the fame form of vifage as the Chinese, but more fierce 
‘ and favage. Thefe are diijaerfed tribes of thoTe mungalians whom 
the CHINESE long fince received as their conquerors. They are armed 
with bows and arrows, and feed on tlie flefh of horfes, camels, drome- 
daries, and other animals, and eat the entrails of them, even when the 
beafl: dies of the foulefl: diftemper. They throw their dead into open 
fields, to be devoured by dogs j of which many run wild, and fome are 
kept for this purpofe. If their bodies are thus devoured by any number 
exceeding fix, they think honourably of the fiate of the deceafedj other- 
wife he is a difgrace to his relations. I could not learn that they have 
any perfuafion of the immortality of the foul^ for the honour deriv- 
ed from the number of dogs which devour the body, rather feems 
to regard the reputation of the dead amongft the living, than any opinion - 
concerning the happy or miferable Hate of the foul of the deceafed. 

They worfliip images, which generally confift of a fmall bit of wood 
about a palm in length; the upper part of it being rounded, is adorn- 
ed with fome rude marks to refemble human features; the figure being 
thus prepared is dreflfed up with a few rags. It is horrid to the ima- 
gination, that any creature bearing the form of human nature, fhould be* 
funk into fuch blindnefs, as to pay divine honours to fo bale a repre- 
fentation ; though the difference of this and any other image-worfhip does 
not feem to be very great : their fupreme deity is the delli lama. In 
fine weather and profperous feafons, they carefs thefe ragged deities, but 
treat them very ill when the contrary happens^: and here it ought to be 
remarked, that the eye obferves the externals of a religion, but to arrive 
at men’s hearts is no vulgar talk, efpecially where the ignorance of bar- 
barous languages obftrudfs all familiar correfpondency. The many vio- 
lences committed by thefe barbarians, at length induced the Russian go- 
vernment to compel them to take up their habitations on the banks. of. 

» I have been well infermed, that the Portuguese feamen often give St* anthonv the lafh, » 
when the winds axe crofs to them, 

the 
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the VOLGA,' below astrachan, where they have a lefs field for rob- 
bery and murder, though here alfo they tranfgrefs, as I ihall have occa- 
fion to relate. 

Having letters of recommendation to kalzoff, the commandant of 
ZARiTZEN, I was kindly received j but upon fuch occafions it is necefiary 
to prefent fome french brandy, fiigar, or the like, as an earnefi: for 
protedion. Colonel beausobre, and another frenchman, who was an 
officer in the Russian fervice, made acquaintance with me, and weie 
extremely polite and obliging. News was juft then arrived, that the 
infpedor of the cuftoms, attended by four foldiers, in coming from as- 
TRACHAN, had been murdered by the khalmucks; thefe french offi- 
cers however affiired me I might go down the Volga without danger, 
becaufe the tartars of every denomination were kept in fubjedlion to 
the RUSSIAN government^ and that the murder of the infpedor and his 
men, was a confequence of their raffinefs in attempting to fteal fome 
of the khalmucks children. I told them, that I was the more amaz- 
ed at fuch an enterprize, as children two or three years old, had been 
offered me by the khalmucks for two rubles a head. 

The colonel hearing that I was going to Persia, fpoke much of 
nadir shah, who had given great alarms on that fide, when he was 
laft winter in the neighbourhood of derbend ; infomuch that a body of 
18,000 RUSSIANS had been ordered to astrachan and kizlar. He 
obferved furtlier, that the cold was then fo intenfe, that on fome days 
80 men died, many for w'ant of brandy, and many for drinking too much, 
but the greater part by the unavoidable confequences of a laborious march 
in fo rigid a feafcn. 

o' 

I now employed myfelf in procuring a proper veffel to convey my 
caravan to astrachan, and had the 'good fortune to find one which 
was juft arrived with 400 bags of flower. The beft proof that fhe 
could bear a burthen, was that of feeing her loaded. This however 
gave me no great fatisfadiion, for I was extremely fliocked to fee on what 

flight 
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flight embarcations my friends were obliged to truft theit valuable effeds, 
in the navigation of a river full of fhelves and trees, which accidentally 
falling into the water, fink, and become as dangerous as rocks, an experi- 
ence which we had that very fummer made by a rich cargo of filk that 
was much damaged, and in imminent danger of being intirely loft. The 
reader will imagine that 40 rubles' cannot purchafe a good velTel; how- 
ever this price procured the beft I could find. Their decks are only loofe 
pieces of the bark of trees; they have no knees, and but few beams: 
hardly any pitch or tar is ufed ; in place of it are long flips of bark, 
which they nail over the gaping feams, to prevent the loofe and bad 
corking from falling out. Inftead of iron bolts, they have fpikes of 
deal with round heads. The method of keeping them clear of water, is 
by a large fcoop which is fufpended by the beam over the well- way, and 
through a fcuttle at a proper height they fcoop out the water with great 
facility. Notwithftanding thefe vefiels appeared as fo many wrecks, the 
trade carried on by means of them is very confiderable. The Armenians 
fometimes load goods on large barks of a or 300 tons, at the rate of 50. 
copeeks per bale. 

After giving the neceflary inftrudtions with regard to the convoy of my 
caravan, we prepared for our own voyage down the volga j for this pur- 
pofe we bought two boats, to be navigated each by five’ bourlacks*^ and 
my own attendants, with an addition of fix foldiers as a convoy. Tho’ 

I had received fuch afTurances of fafety, prudence fuggefted to me that we 
could not gain, but might lofe confiderably by too much confidence; and 
experience confirmed this to me. 

It was here I had firft an opportunity of hearing the hiftory of the 
VOLGA and Caspian pirates, particularly of thofe who commit murders 
and robberies on this great river. According to the fundamental law of 
the governnnent in Russia, the people are in a ftate of vafTalage, and otic 
man can call another his property by virtue of his purchafe, or. by a right 

of 
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of inheritance. According to this law, no vassal can leave the lands 
of his lord without permiffion given, and fignined by a palTport, the term 
of which feldom extends above a year or two. When the time is expir- 
ed, the vallal muft return home, no matter ho^v far off, or how great 
his poverty, to I'enew his paflport and receive his lord’s commands, un- 
lefs by any particular indulgence, he can obtain a renewal of it by 
writing to his friends. Thefe paffports are generally regiftered in tlie 
towns or villages where the vaffal refides, and great care is taken by 
the POLICE to fee this executed : by this means, and likewife by mak- 
ing it neceffary to take paffports before they quit the place, the police 
knows the condition and number of the inhabitants. A regifter is made alfo 
of foreigners refiding in every place in the empire, who are obliged to 
make a report of themfelves and their domeftics. Hence it comes that there 
is no country in the world of fuch vaft extent, where thieves and mur- 
derers can be more eaiily difcovered, and where they are more fre- 
quently apprehended. 

Among vaft numbers of common people, it is not to be imagined, 
but by accident or wilful negleCt, fome of them will violate the law with 
regard to their paffports ; and being thus rendered obnoxious to puni/h- 
ment, the worft of them grow defperate ; and though the numbers of 
fuch perfons was much greater in lefs civilized times than the prefent, 
yet many to this day turn robbers by land and water, chuiing the great 
rivers near vaft trads of uninhabited countries, where upon occafion 
they can the more eafily efcape. The feverities of the mafters of fiiheries 
near the mouths of the yaeik and Volga, alfo tempt their vaffals to 
turn pirates j v;heriever they are warmly purfued, ordiftrelled for afupport, 
they run their veffels aftiore, turn mahommedans, and put tliemfelves under 
the protedion of the Persians. Thefe robbers often go in gangs of 30, 40, 
and fometimes 80 perfons, in row-boats which carry from 20 to 30 hands : 
they equip themfelves with fire-arms, and their general pradice is to 
board immediately j but where a fierce refiftance is apprehended, they 
feldom attack, , 


The 
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The ARMENIAN merchants formerly fent their goods from archan- 
gel to SARATOEF, and Y/lien the fcene of trade was changed from 
ARCHANGEL to Sc. PETERSEORG, they Went’ from thence either to 
TWERE or SARATOFF, according to the feafon of the year,, and there 
embarked on the Volga, this being a more eafy and cheap conveyance; 
but the frequency of robberies at length determined them to convey their 
caravans to zaritzen, as making fo much the (horter trad down the Vol- 
ga. Few of the Russian merchants tranfport any cargo of value down 
this river without a convoy. Thefe robbers appear moftly in the fpring, 
when the banks of the Volga being overflowed, they have a greater 
field, and can the more eafily efcape a purfuit. The foldiers who are 
occafionally fent after them, are ordered to take them alive, from an ap- 
prehenfion that a latitude to kill might fubjed the innocent to great in- 
conveniencies, through a miflake which a ftrong temptation to plunder 
would fometimes create in a foldier’s breafi. 

The ARMENIANS are generally intrepid, and fight bravely in defence 
of their property; but the bourlacks who navigate the volga are fo 
extremely intimidated by thefe robbers, that as foon as they* appear, they 
generally behave like men ftruck with a panic, and even afcribe to them an 
irrefiflible power, derived from an infernal fpirit. Formerly their cuftom 
in thefe cafes was to fall on their faces, as foon as required by the rob- 
bers, and fuffer them to plunder at pleafure, not daring to look up, left 
it ftiould coft them their lives. The mafter of the veffel, or the mer- 
chant, being thus at their mercy, is happy if he efcapes with his life; for 
thefe robbers have feldom any fentiments of humanity to a man of a fu- 
perior rank; but if he attempts to defend himfelf in hopes of bringing 
his people to the charge, he may be fure, if conquered, of being barba- 
roufly murdered. The fame condud which thefe pirates obferve on the 
VOLGA, they have been accuftomed to alfo on the Caspian fea, but much 
lefs of late years than formerly. 

As their cruelties are very great, fo is the punifhment inflided on them 
when they are taken. A float is built, in fize according to the number 
VoL. I. O of 
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of the delinquents, and a gallows ereited on it, to contain a fuffici- 
ent number of iron hooks, on which they are hung alive by the 
ribs. The float is launched into the ftream, with labels over their 
heads fignifying their crimes ; and orders are given to all towns and vil- 
lages on the borders of the river, upon pain of death, not only to afford 
no relief to any of thefe wretches, but to pufla off the float, fliould it 
land near them. Sometimes their partners in wickedncfs meet them, and, 
if there are any figns of life, take them down, otherwife they Ihoot them 
dead} but if they are catched in thefe ails of illegal mercy, they are hung 
up without the ceremony of a trial, as happened about eight years ago. 
They tell of one of thefe mifcreants, who had the fortune to difengage 
himfelf from the hook, and though naked, and trembling with pain and 
lofs of blood,' he got afhore. The firft: objedt he faw who could afford 
him any relief, was a poor fhepherd, whole brains he beat out with a 
ftone, and then took his cloaths. Thefe malefadtors fometimes hang thus 
three, four, and fome five days alive. The pain generally produces a 
raving fever, in which they utter the moll: horrid imprecations, and im- 
plore the relief of water, or other fmall liquors. 

It is time now to refume my narrative. The 14th of Odlober, I fent 
letters to my friends, by melfengers who are appointed to attend a box of 
grapes, which is fent from as track an to the empress’s court every 
three days during the feafon. It is carried by two horfes, fupported in 
the manner of a litter. The grapes are preferved in fand, but at bell are 
ill worth the expence of the conveyance for 1200 English miles. 

Having given all necelfary orders for the fpeedy conveyance of my 
caravMi, as foon as it Ihould arrive at zaritzen, I took my leave of 
colonel BEAUSOBRE, and my other new acquaintance. The colonel told 
me, that I muft expedt to find Persia more than half ruined by civil 
war, and that he was glad nadir was at fuch a diftance from Russia, as 
to create no alarm on this fide of the country. 


The 
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The wind being at north eaft, we put off the fhore; the ftern part of 
my boat was covered with matts, fo that I could deep in it protected from 
the weather, which now began to be veiy cold. ’ I took a part of the fol- 
diers with me, that if by any accident our convoy Ihould be feparated 
from us, we might have fome alJillance. I was furprized to fee the 
banks of the river marked near 20 feet above the water, but the boat- 
men alTured me, that the water rofe in the fpring to that height. The 
wind blowing hard, we were obliged to bring 'to, running behind a lit- 
tle ifland, of which the river in many places forms a great variety. 

The 1 5th, I faw feveral large water birds, much bigger than fwans, 
which they refemble in their feet and beaks; the Russians call them 
DiKA BABA They have a very large craw, where they receive a great 
quantity of food, even a whole fi£h of a confiderable fize. They fly, 
as I faw afterward on the Caspian, very near to each other, in the 
form of a femicircle, not far above the water; and having driven the fifh 
together in a body into the ihallows, they dart down upon them: this is 
their only food. The fat of this bird is ufed by the Russians as a cure 
for aches and bruifes. 

In the fpring, the high waters of the volga not only undermine its 
banks, but fweep away large trees, fo that fome creeks of the river had 
hardly any paflage left. When they are open, it is more agreeable to 
pafs through the fmall branches, than the great channel. As we had hi- 
therto a contrary wind, by the i6th we advanced no faither than 50 
werfts. We were now near nasorowsky, an ifland formed by this river. 
Not far from hence are to be feen the ruins of a large antient city. Our 
foldiers were fed luxurioufly at the fiflieries, for nothing more than 
thanks. 

The weather, was calm, and the current moderate; in many pla- 
ces are high banks, in others it is a flat fliore, the breadth varying from 


J Signifies wild old woman; 
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a mile to a quarter. Here they have a quantity of wild afparagus, and 
many eagles. 

The 17th. Finding our convoy did not keep up with us, we ftopped 
at CHERNOYARE. This is the firiV town from zaritzen, at the diftance 
of 200 werdsj generally called midway to astrachan. It is defended 
by a ditch, with fome cannon and chevaux de frize. They trade with 
the KHALMUCKS, KooB^Ns, and other tartars, in a quarter diftindt 
from the tovvn. It is remarkable that this, as well as many other places 
on the VOLGA, fuffered the fury of the flames about the fame time, 
during the laft war with the turks: not that their enemies need employ 
any fecret incendiaries j the common people do this bufinefs effedlu'ally 
by their careleflhefs. About 1630, a rich caravan was fet upon in the river 
at this place, by a body of 700 cossacks, who plundered and put all 
to the fword, the convoy having inadvertently gone fo far down the 
flream as not to be able to return in time to fave the caravan. From 
hence I learnt the great neceflity of carrying part of my foldiers in the 
fame boat with me, tho’ I apprehended no fuch formidable enemy. 

The 18th, though we were obliged to lay by in the night, we advanced 90 
werfts : but it was not without danger of being drowned j for our boat had 
no keel, nor any running tackle, and our watermen were extremely unlkil- 
ful, fo that not being able to let the fail fly, it was a lingular providence 
that a gull of wind had not let us Iwimming. As we proceeded further, 
feveral wrecks appeared on the banks of the river. Great flights of geele 
and Iwans were now on the wing, retiring from the approaching feverities 
of this climate, to the warmer regions of Persia. It is faid, that thefe 
birds lay their eggs in the fand on the banks, of the volga, and are 
hatched by the heat of the fun, which however I do not allert as a fadl. 

The 19th, we advanced near 90 werfts, where we found a houfe 
made under-ground j the walls were of wicker work, and the light came 
in from the top. Here- was provided ' a bagnio for walhing, which 
the RUSSIANS ufe almoft as much as the mahommedans. We found 

the 
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the place inhabited by feme nagay and Circassian tartars, who 
ply on the river with open poll: boats, of which there are a few regular 
Ifages for the convenience of the government. Here were alfo fome fet- 
tlenients of the khalmucks. 

From ZARITZEN to ASTRACHAN Very little wood appears on the banks 
of the VOLGA. In fome parts of the weftern fide, the country is hilly, 
but the foil in feveral places is rich. It is faid that many french refugees 
who were obliged to abandon their country in the time of lewis XIV. 
made an offer to peter the great, to fettle in this trail of land; 
but as they required a feparate government, and privileges not confiflent 
with the arbitrary power by which the the Russian empire is governed, 
he declined the offer, efleeming it very abfurd in politics for a free ftate 
to be planted within an arbitrary monarchy, efpecially fo near a vafl trail 
of land, inhabited by a multitude of roving people, who, if condnil e d 
with art and defign, might become very formidable ". ■ 


CHAP. XVII. 

Captain thomas vfoon'BSio^^'sjournalfrom mosco to casan. He builds 
a Jhip at casan for the navigation of the Caspian; ^winters there^ and 
fails 1000 ENGLISH miles down the Volga to astrachan. 

A s we are now arrived at astrachan by the common way, the 
reader perhaps will find fome entertainment in being conduited 
hither by another rout lefs frequented, of which the following extradt 
of c^tain woodroofe’s journal will give fome idea. 

“ 'VTOV EMBER the 20th, 1740, we fet out from mosco for ca- 
“ JL^ SAN, with nine horfes and fix fervants, by an unfrequented road 

“ This cafe was reverfed in the highlands of Scotland, where before the year 1748, was an ar- 
bitrary government within a limited monarchy 5 an abfnrdity no lefs ftriking, 
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“ crofs the country. The 24th, we arrived at vendensco, which was 
immediately abandoned by the male inhabitants, from an apprehenfion 
<< that we were military officers. We were thus left to the kindnefs 
“ of the women, who entertained us with bread, butter, fowls, &c. and 
our horfes with hay and corn, at the expence of 20 copecks'^, fo 
« extremely cheap were provifions. The next morning we fet forward 
“ towards coverro, another village on the banks of the creevoy, a 
« fmall river that runs into the volga : here we found feveral large vef- 
“ fels, and an appearance of trade. 

“ Nov. the 29th. The fnow being melted, and the country intirely 
“ a fwamp, we were obliged to wait for frofty weaffier. In the interim 
** a lieutenant, his wife and two daughters, with five foldiers, were 
brought to this place in a very deplorable condition, having been 
“ ftript, plundered, and barbaroufly beaten by a gang of robbers. This 
“ country abounds with partridges and white hares ; they have alfo a fowl 
** they call a tatarin, much refembling a pheafant j it is larger, but not 
« fo beautiful, nor of fo fine a flavour. In the neighbouring woods are 
“ many bears and wolves of a great fize, but not fierce, having wild hogs 
“ and other animals in great abundance for their prey. 

“ Dec. the 9th. The roads being now tolerably good, we proceeded 
** on our journey. The natives have cattle in abundance, and plenty of 
butter, which they make by melting down the cream 5 as to cheefe, it 
is not known to them. The 1 5th, we pafled the river occa, but the 
“ ice being very rotten, two of our horfes with a load of canvas fell 
through it. The 24th, we arrived among the chuwashin tartars, the 
pooreft and mofl: wretched of all mortals j they are defcended from 
the KooBANs and fubjedl to Russia, but now driven to the eafl:- 
“ ward. Kooban, in the Russian language fignifies a wild hog; which 
“ naihe was given to thefe Tartars on account of their fierce and favage 
“ nature, having ooft ivan- wassilowitz more trouble to fubdue them. 


* Tea'pence. 
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“ than either the grim or nagay Tartars : they are loaden with a heavy 
“ poll-tax both for themfelves and cattle. We could not difcover what 
“ notions the chuvashins have of religion, but oFferved when they drefs 
“ vidluals, they flick part of it over their doors and windows 5 and when 
“ they kill an animal, which their poverty but feldom permits, their 
“ prieft takes out the fat, and after eating fome of it and greafing him- 
felf, he fmears over their place of worlhip, and the drofs or refule he 
“ burns: They generally fubfift on dead animals, which they devour 
“ greedily. The neighbouring tartars eat horfe-flefli, and drefs it 
“ like that of any other animal. 

“ Dec. the 27th. We arrived at casan, having been 58 days in travel- 
** ling 1300 werfts*, occafioned by the badnefs of the roads. Captain 
“ ELTON was already arrived at this place. Here is a confiderable admi- 
“ ralty-yard: they had then on the Rocks five fly-boats of about 250 
“ tons, five fmacks of 180 tons, and five fmall damfcootsJ' of about 25 
tons, which were to be launched the enfuing Ipring, and might be 
ready in cafe of any neceflity® to employ them on the Caspian. The 
“ raafter-builder having already received orders to build a fliip for the 
ENGLISH merchants, had therefore difpatched people into the woods 
“ to cut timber. 

“ Casan is a city of great importance, both from its fituation and pro- 
“ dudlions. It had formerly a confiderable trade to khieva, Bokhara, 
“ and other places in tart ary, which is now lofti but the commerce 
with PERSIA is yet continued. This place has feveral manufadtures of 
“ red RUSSIA leather, and fends large quantities of this commodi- 
** ty annually to St. Petersburg. The country abounds in oaks, the 
“ bark of which they make into a kind of tar for curing hides, and they 
are very ftridl in preventing its being carried away. As they have 
“ plenty of cattle, they, have confequently a confiderable quantity of 

* S66 miles, . y Veflels fo called. * Nadir shah at this time was apprehended as an enemy. 

“ tallow. 
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“ tallow. The timber ufed for the Russian navy is cut down in the 
“ neighbourhood of this city; it is of an excellent quality, but they do 
« not diftinguifh fufficiently the trees which are on the decay: they alfo 
“ cut the timber at the leaf as well as at the fall, and often fuffer it to 
“ lay too long on the ground. They are generally two fummers in con- 
vcying it to St. Petersburg, which is done in low flat bottomed vef- 
“ fels, taking the advantage of the rifing of the river to go up to 
“ twere, and from thence into the canal by the Ladoga lake. From 
« TURKEY they bring wine and fruits to casan; and mosCo fupplies it 
“ with groceries and European commodities. Here are to be had the 
« furs of SIBERIA and tartary, as alfo all kinds of iron work. 

“ The caravans which annually arrive here from china, occafion 
“ a great plenty of tea. This is the greateft magazine in Russia, except 
“ Mosco and St. Petersburg for all kinds of merchandize. It is 
« advantageoufly fituated for the commerce of the fouth eafl: parts, even 
« to CHINA; the province itfelf reachmg quite to Siberia. The tar- 
« TARS who live in great numbers in this neighbourhood, are clean and 
neat in their perfons. Here are markets for horfes, fheep, and all other 
“ kinds of cattle : provifions in general are very cheap, and great quan- 
« titles are fent down to astrachan, and to all the towns and fettle- 
ments on the Volga. Casan is the metropolis of a kingdom, and for- 
“ merly was the feat of government. It was taken by ivan wassi- 
“ LowiTz in 1552, from the tartars, with whom the Russians 
“ maintained a bloody war for fome years. 

“ January the 1 5th, 1741. As a compliment to Mr. e lt o n we laid the 
“ lliip’s keel, which was 65 feet in length, and fixed the flrem and flern 
polls; after which he let out for St. Petersburg, to receive a confi- 
« derable cargo of goods expeded there by the firfl: fpring fhips, and 
“ intended for the Persian markets. He left the foie care of buUding 
the fhip to me, but I had neither a boat-builder, rigger, or fail-maker. 


May 
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« May the 3r)th, the fhip was launched, though her upper-works were 
« yet unfiniflied; for the waters fell away fo faft that we were afraid of 
“ being aground, which was the reafon of our-* tranfporting her three 
miles into the great volga down the fmall river, upon which the ad- 
“ miralty yard ftands. July the loth, we llept our mails and bow- 
'' fprit, and fet the rigging over head. During our abode in this place, 
“ fix pirates were apprehended for robbing feveral Russian merchants 
“ on the VOLGA ; and after they had been hung up by the ribs on a 
« gallows erected on a floating llage, they were turned a drift as a fpec- 
“ tacle of horror to deter others from the fame evil pradlice. 

«« Odtober the 20th, Captain elton arrived in a bark with a confider- 
able cargo of British goods from St. Petersburg defigned for ghi- 
LAN ; but the feafon was fo far advanced, that it would have been 
“ very dangerous to have proceeded on our voyage^ fo that the 27th we 
“ got the fhip and bark into their birth ten werfls below casan, where 
« we intended to winter 31 and the river was frozen up that night. In 
“ the interim captain gilbert blaire arrived at casan, intending to 
« build another English ftiip for the Caspian trade. 

“ November the loth, the ice broke up, and drove down the river 
“ with great violence, in feme places at leaft 10 or 15 feet above the 
“ furface of the water. On the 1 5th it fet fall again, and fledges pafled 
“ over as ufual. In this melancholy fituation we waited the return of 
“ the fpring: in the mean time we removed the cargo from the bark 
“ into the fliip; and to prevent any furprize we kept a conftant watch of 
“ two men on deck, myfelf and another perfon continuing in the cabbin, 
while the refl of the crew were on fliore. 

“ April the i6th, 1742. We had weathered out the inclement feafon 
with as good fpirits as could be expeded in fo bad a neighbourhood, 
“ where there was lefs to fear from the elements and wild beafts than 
“ from thieves and murderers : however, under the protedion of heaven, 
“ we received no injury during five montlis confinement. There began 
VoL.I. P “ to 
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to be a flood in the volgaj when the water rifing by the melting of 
“ the fnow, fevered the ice from the banks, and breaking it to pieces, 
drove it along with the current. Winter leaving us, we began to rig 
“ and prepare for fea. On the 25th, the river was free of all obftruftion, 
when we received the news that her imperial majefty Elizabeth pe- 
TROWNA was to be crowned that day at moscoj on which occafion 
we fired our guns, and giving liquor to the fliip’s company to drink the 
“ health of the emprefs, we named the flfip, Elizabeth. 

“ Advice was now brought us that four large pirate boats knowing 
“ we had a valuable cargo, intended to attack us in going down the 
" river. The fliip was well provided with arms and ammunition, hav- 
“ ing fix carriage guns of three pounders, with clofe quarters and eight 
**. oars to command her in the fiream. We had alfo a launch of ten tuns 
“ with fixteen oars; a long-boat of five tuns, and a yaul, each with fix 
** oars. The Russians exprefled great admiration at our going down 
under full fail, being a pradtice unufual : they reprefented the danger of 
running aground, but* their apprehenfions did not intimidate us. 

“ Nothing happened to difturb our voyage till the 29th, when, a lit- 
tie before fun-fet, three large boats, each of fixteen oars and full of 
men, came out of the reeds 30 werfls below simberskie. We im- 
“ mediately cleared for a defence, and as foon as they were within call, 
“ bid them keep at a diftancej at the fame time we difcharged fome muf- 
“ kets wide of them. Finding them flight thefe menaces, we fired one 
" of our guns loaded with partridge-fhot into the headmoft, and faw 
five or fix men fall fiom their oars, who, as we afterwards learnt, 
dii.'d of their wounds. The reft not liking fuch a falutation, retired 
“ with great precipitation into a fmall creek in the reeds. 

“ May the 2_;d, vve proceeded without further moleftation, and ar- 
" rived at astrachan, where we anchored oppofite to the governor's 
houfe, after a voyage of 1445 werfts* from casan to this place, which 

• 963 mile®* 
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“ we performed in 28 days. On the 28th, the governor, vice-governor, 
“ and commander of the garrifon, came on board and congratulated Mr. 
“ ELTON on his fafe arrival, affuring him that -the had the honour of 
“ being the firft'’‘who had fpread English colours in that part of the 
world, and that this _was the firfl: fhip that had ever failed on the 
“ VOLGA perfectly equipped. After paying thefe compliments, they 
“ drank fuccefs to the British Persian trade j and thanks were retiirn- 
ed from the mouths of our cannon. The merchants employed them- 
felves in viewing and meafuring our Ihip, which they acknowledged to 
“ be the firft complete one they had ever feen in that part of the world. 

The RUSSIAN government build hulls after the dutch manner fit for 
“ ftioal water j but the work is fo ill put together, that they do not laft: 
long. 

“ Peter the great had a confiderable fleet of velTels on the cAs- 
** PiAN, which are long fince periflied. The largeft they had then, was 
** of about 1 80 tuns, of a circular form, which when loaded, they were 
“ obliged to frap with haulers, to prevent her falling to pieces. This, 
“ with feveral others, was built in the admiralty yard at casan. The 
merchants now float down timber to astrachan, where for want of 
“ a proper yard and mechanics, they build in the old Russian form, 
** long flat bottomed veflels with Iquare fails, and the top fails to hawl 
“ down upon the deck : with fuch Ihips, by the help of good ground - 
" tackle, they navigate the Caspian. Their cordage is exceeding ftrong, 
“ as are like wife their anchors made in the antient formj notwith- 
“ Handing they are very ill lhaped. On the contrary, the modern ones 
made by the famous demedoffs in Siberia, the patentees of the iron- 
“ works, tho’ better proportioned are not fo ftrong. Their canvas is 
“ chiefly made at yarisl aw and mosco, and is generally very good. 

“ The RUSSIAN merchants and pilots were ready to give Mr. elton the 
beft information they could in regard to the navigation of the Caspian; 

** English colours had been hoifted before, as I have related ia the firft chapter. 
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but as their fkill extended little further than coafting, and a fuperficial 
‘‘ knowledge of the foundings along £hore,.he could reap but little ad- 
** vantage from their experience. They rather difcouraged us by their 
apprehenlions of rocks and Ihoals, which they pretend are very thick 
in different parts of this fea, but chiefly between apsheron and balk- 
“ HAN. It might indeed be faid that we were venturing into a fea very 
“ little known, where commerce had never made any confiderable pro- 
“ grefsj the natives of thofe inhofpitable fhores, except the Russians, 
having hardly employed their imperfedt navigation to any other pur- 
“ pofe than to furprize and plunder their unguarded neighbours. Thus 
** it was with the TARTARS and Persians, till the Russian arms brought 
“ the one into fubjedtion, and awing the other, gained an entire jurif- 
didtion over this great mediterranean lake.” 

The RUSSIANS had at this time put a flop to the navigation of the 
KHALMUCK TARTARS, by depriving them of all their large boats : and 
the TURKOMANS being out of the ordinary track to ghilan, our naviga- 
tion had nothing to fear. Woodroofe’s fhip being laden, drew 8 t feet wa- 
ter. All things being prepared for the vo3rage, they weighed for ghilan, 
and getting down to chetirie bogorie, cleared at the guardfhip, and 
difcharged their Pilot. They had a Russian chart, made in the reign of 
peter the great, but for greater fecurity, they kept a watch day and 
night at the mail -head, and hove the deep-fet lead every half hour in the 
day, and quarter in the, night. The long-boat and yawl were on the 
deck ; but the largefl boat was towed a-flern, being railed with wafli-boards 
for that purpofe.” 
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Tbe reception the author met ‘with from the governor of astrachan. ^ome 
account of that gentleman^ and his intended hifory of Russia. Frejh com~ 
plaints of Mr. elton’s being engaged in the Persian fervice. The author^ 
prefents a petition to the imperial chancery at astrachan. 

T hus far we have accompanied capt. woodroofe in his account- 
it is ncvw time to return to my own ftory. I was kindly received in 
ASTRACHAN by Mr. GEORGE THOMPSON, agent to the BRITISH mer- 
chants trading to Persia j and alfo by the governor, general wassilie 
N iKiETisH TATTiscHEFF, to wliom I Carried a valuable prefent on ac- 
count of the merchants. I had much difcourfe with him, and he gave me- 
many affurances that nothing on hia part fliould be wanting to promote; 
the interell of the merchants trading to Persia; he propofed to me 
fome fchemes in which he had regard to the interell both of great Bri- 
tain and RUSSIA. This old Man had been a page to peter the great,. 
and having long commanded in thofe parts, was greatly inftrumental in 
reducing the tartars : but his genius turned moll to literature and 
commerce j nor was he at all deficient in the arts of gain : on this lalt 
account he was already in fome dilgrace j however he had one good 
maxim, which, as he obferved to me, was to give, as well as take. He 
V told me had bought for 5000 rubles, a diamond worth 12000, and had 
fent it to the greatell lady in the empire : he mentioned likewife that he 
had been about four and twenty years writing the hillory of Russia. Up- 
on his recall from ' astrachan two years afterwards, he fent me part 
of that hillory in manufcript, rcquelling me to procure a tranllation ; 
but this by no means fuited my convenience. The letter he wrote to 
my partner and me on this occafion, runs as follows : 


Gen- 
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« Gentlemen, 

« c INCE I left ASTRACHAN, I have had no opportunity of writing to 
“ ^ you, altho’ I retam a conftant remembrance of the affedion and 
** regard which you have always fliewn me. 

You know I have been engaged for near thirty years in writing 
a hiftory of Russia, which I am now about finifliing, and hope it 
« will foon appear in print to the fatisfaftion of the learned world. This 
“ hiftory is the more to be efteemed by the curious part of mankind, 
“ as none of the antient Greek and roman hiftorians,,nor any geo- 
“ graploical accounts of this empire, have gone fo far as to inform us 
“ of the original dialedt, &c. of the principal nations, viz. the scla- 

“ VONIANS, SCYTHIANS, and SARMATIANS j nor of the AMAZONS, 
“ VANDALS, GOTHS, and CIMMERIANS, who defcended from them; 
neither have we any perfedt account remaining of the hunns and 
AVAR I. The great diftance of places, and ignorance of the lan- 
" guages, have made it difficult to obtain a right information of them ; 
“ add to this, the Greeks had fo great a tafte for fables, rather than 
' " for a diligent fearch after truth, that they have rendered fadts very 
** obfcure, of which the foolilh tale of the amazons is a proof. Of 
“ all thefe nations I have endeavoured as much as poffible to give a 
clear and particular account, which compofes the firft: part of my hif- 
tory of RUSSIA, 

“ The fecond, begins with ruric, prince of the fins, who invaded 
“ this country, and founded the Russian empire, which continued from 
“ the year 860 to the incurfions of the tartars in 1238. This part 
contains many things relating to the hiftories of oth?r countries; as 
“ affinities by marriage, alliances, wars and treaties between the rus- 
“ SIAN monarchs and other nations, particularly the Norwegians, 
SWEDES, HUNGARIANS, and both the weftcm and eaftcm monarchies ; 
which in the hiftories of thofe countries are either entirely loft or 

“ tranf- 
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tranfmitted down in a very dark manner : I take no notice of natural 
“ hiftory. Thefe two parts are entirely finilhed. 

“ Induced by the particular affedion I have for the English nation, 
and my veneration for your royal foclety, on account of the great ad- 
“ vantages the world receives from their feveral learned works, and their 
” encouragement of ufeful knowledge, I have thought proper, as a mark 
** of refpeft, to dedicate my hiflory to them : but I am at a lofs for want 
“ of tranflators, and dare not venture to fend it to England in the ori- 
“ ginal, left the miftaking of fadts, through want of a perfedt know- 
« ledge of the Russian language, fhould render the tranflation defedtive. 
“ I have therefore thought it the beft way, that you would pleafe to re- 
commend me two good tranflators in the german ; for as I underftand 
“ that language, I can myfelf corredt any miftake that lhall happen: 
“ and when this is done, it will not be a difficult matter to have it tranf- 
“ lated into other languages. 

“ I am, &c. 

The governor made no fecret of his work, and having brought it down 
no lower than peter the great, he could hardly have given offence; 
however the envy of his parts among the literati, the refentments of the 
pious for his infidelity, which I fear was great, and the clamours of the 
merchants for his rapacioufnefs, occafioned his being two years afterwards 
fent into civil banifhment to his own eftate near mosco, where he ended 
his life. His works feem to have died with him, at leaft they have not found 
a favourable reception at the academy of St, Petersburg. It is however 
probable, that the great pains he took in colledting feveral choice mate- 
rials, may be a means of fome other perlbn’s building a reputation upon 
his labours. This old man was remarkable for his focratical look, his 
emaciated body, which he preferved many years by great temperance, and 
for keeping his mind continually employed. When he was not writing, 
reading, or difcourfing about bufinefs, he played at dice one hand a- 
, gainft the other. 


He 
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He complained to me, that he feared our principal fadlor el ton was 
really engaged in the fervice of nadir shah, which might have very 
pernicious confequences, by drawing on us the refentmcnt of his court; 
and he recommended to me, if it was not too late, to perfuade him from 
fo rafh an enterprize. He then fpoke of the Armenian traders, who 
were our great opponents, obferving, “ that they are the moft crafty 
" people in all asia, and delight in fraud. Let them, continued he, 
“ get 50 per cent, in a fair way, they are not contented without cheating 
“ five, and the five is fweeter to them than the 50.” Though this is in 
fome meafure true, part of it might be carried to the account of the old 
man’s inability, crafty as he was, to get of them all he defired. The 
GouBERNiE which is compofed of a deputy governor, a fecretary, and 
other officers, is a great check on the governor of this place; yet as fliips 
can neither leave the port, nor be permitted to prattic but by his per- 
miflion, he has frequent opportunities of gain. 

Not long fince, the Russians made immenfe profits by felling provi- 
fions to the Persians, when there was fo great a fcarcity that moft of 
the inhabitants of DERBEND perifhed for want; a koule ^ of meal, which 
coft one ruble, being fold for twenty. Nadir shah upon this, gave 
notice to the merchants, that he fhould want a larger quantity, giving 
them tacitly to expert that he would not alter the price : they accordingly 
brought it, but he difappointed their expedtations, by fixing a more mo- 
derai.e price, yet fuch as was very profitable to them. This is a prohibit- 
ed tiv-Je, but fo advantageous that it feems to be the intereft of the govern- 
ment to connive at it. Upon the occafion of their being alarmed with 
nadir shah’s approaches, the merchants, as well as the governor, were 
called to an account, and probably obliged to purchafe their peace with 
part of their gain. 

I was feveral times with the governor, whofe difeourfe ran continu- 
ally on ELTON; the fum of it was, “ that nadir shah having conceived 

* The government’s chanc^y, . ^ A large bag fo called. 
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“ an high opithon of this gentleman's capacity, had made him prefents, 

“ and either '^ngaged him for a- falary to build fliips for him, or re- 
■“ quired his affiftance to fuperintend fuch an undertaking : that elton 
“ had already met with great difficulties, the timber being knotty, and 
“ the roads to the fliip yard hardly payable. He obferved moreover that 
« the PERSIANS were extremely ignorant of maritime affairs, and averfc 
“ to any employment of that nature, fo that it would require much 
“ time to bring them to maturity 5 but as fuch enterprizes were no way 
« relative to affairs of commerce, they could not but alarm the russi- 
" AN court.” 

I replied to this effedt, “ I am not infenfible that fuch a defign muft be 
offenfive to Russia, but I am a ftranger to the nature of elton’s en- 
» gagements. If nadir shah is determined to have ffiips, it cannot 
" depend upon elton or any fingle man. I know Russia muft natu- 
rally be jealous of the Persians, as the swedes about fifty years ago 
were of the Russians, who, notwithftanding, are now become fo 
« formidable in the Baltic: Hut there is this effential difference; whilft 
“ NADIR builds one ftiip oh the coaft of the Caspian, Russia can build 
“ ten of the fame fize on the volga, and probably the ten will ' coft 
“ no more than his one.” Indeed I had no opinion that the affair would 
ever arrive to fuch a degree of perfedion, as to affed fo formidable a 
power as russiaj however I confefs there was cau-fe of jealoufy. Thefe 
were my real fentiments, and I was moreover obliged to talk in this.ftile 
, for fear of giving offence; for Mr. elton had brought us into fuch cir- 
cumftances, that it was hardly poffible to avoid offending the empress or 
the SHAH, if not both. I took occafion alio to remind the governor, that 
arapoff the RUSSIAN conful and elton having been at variance, poffibly 
the affair might be mifreprefented ; but that in any cafe it ought not to 
affed me, who was now charged to take care of the commercial intereft, 
and of that only. Upon this he defired me to deliver a memorial to the 
fame effed, by way of petition to the chancery. 
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It was not dfficult to forefee the confequences of acquiefcing to fuch 
an extraordinary demand; though of the two evils I thought it the great- 
eft to refufe, as I muft have been an objedt of jealoufy, and perhaps adtu- 
aily prevented from proceeding on my voyage : accordingly I delivered 
the following petition into her imperial majefty’s chancery. 

“ The petition of jonas hanway British merchant, 

“ Sheweth, 

« f" r^H AT whereas reports have been fpread, that one of the bri- 
“ i TiSH fubjefts refiding in reshd, has been concerned in affairs 
ungrateful to the court of Russia j your petitioner is now going into 
“ GHILAN to know the truth, and, if neceflary, to ufe his endeavours to 
diffuade any fuch fubjedt there engaged in trade, from voluntarily 
meddling with any other bufinefs; and to prevent as much as poffible 
“ the BRITISH fhips on the Caspian ftom being employed in any man- 
“ ner not confiftent with the treaty of commerce fo that no juft caufe 
“ may be given to create the leaft obftrudtion of the British trade thro’ 
** the empire of Russia. 

“ And as the feafbn is very far advanced, your petitioner defires im- 
mediate difpatch may be given to the British fliips as foon as they 
*' ftiall arrive, &c.’' 


CHAP. XIX. 

A defcription of astrachan, and of its fjheries and trade. An account 
of the neighbouring tartars, and of the flights of locufts ’with ’which 
that country is infefted. Captain woodroofe arri’oes from Persia. 

il 

A S I was obliged to wait fome time for the arrival of captain wood- 
roofe, in whofe fhip I intended to embark for Persia, I had 

* It muft be obfexved however, that the treaty made no provifion for thofc fliips. 
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an opportunity of informing myfelf the more fully concerning astra- 
CHAN and its neighbourhood. 

This city is the metropolis of a kingdom of the fame name, fituated 
within the limits of asia in an iiland called dolgoi, in the latitude of 
47, 60 ENGLISH miles from the cASPiAN-feaj and derives its name from 
hadgee terkan a tartar by whom it was founded. It was for 
many ages fubjeft to the tartars, from whom it was taken by ivan 
WASS iLOWiTz CZAR of MUSCOVY in 1554, taken by them again in 1668, 
and again retaken by the Russians: the czar employed for this purpofe 
a great number of flat bottomed veflels, on which he brought down his 
forces from casan. It contains about 70,000 inhabitants, among whom 
are many Armenians and tartars of various denominations, with a 
few PERSIANS and Indians. The manners and cuiloms of all thefe dif- 
ferent people exhibit an epitome of ASIA. The city is about 2 i miles 
round, but including the fuburbs near five miles. It is furrounded by 
a brick wall in a ruinous condition, being about 200 years old. Here 
was a garrifon of fix regiments of the beft: Russian troops: and in the 
adjacent plain they had eredted a great number of fmall batteries, which 
were intended to fweep the country, and to prevent the approach of an 
enemy, nadir shah having lately given fome alarm on this fide. 

The houfes are of wood, and moft of them very mean j the higher 
parts command a profpedl of the volga, which fpreads itfelf here near 
three miles, giving pleafure and convenience to the inhabitants. In the 
fummer the people are generally fickly, which is owing to the marlhy 
lands near it. The earth being impregnated with fait, which appears on 
the furface, is extremely fertile, bearing fruit in abundance, the immo- 
derate ufe of which creates many diftempers among the common people. 
Their water-melons ^ are in great efteem ; and in flavour, colour and tafte 
much the fame as in Portugal. ’Tis remarkable, that this fruit, tho’ 
extremely juicy, grows befl: in fand. But befides the above reafon, the 


[ Which tie Russians call arboose. 
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melting of the fnow which creates floods, and the rifing of the water 
alfo in autumn, are obferved to affedt the air and produce flckneffcs. 

The government of astrachan extends as far as saratoff. The 
city is furrounded by gardens and vineyards, vdiich lie about two miles 
from it. Thefe produce alinoft every kind of garden-fluff known 
in ENGLAND, except potatoes, collyflowers and artichoaks; and their or- 
chards furnifh them with plenty of apples, pears, cherries, &c. Ole- 
arius commends the fruits of astrachan, but I met with none ex- 
traordinary, except the water-melons ; though the court find the grapes 
delicious enough to bear the great expence of land carriage, as already 
mentioned. The wine of astrachan is alfo very indifferent. As their 
fummers are generally dry, they are obliged to water their gardens j this 
is done by large wheels, fome of which are moved by horfes, others by 
the wind. Thefe wheels are of a fufficient height to throw the water 
into the higheft part of the garden, from whence it runs in trenches to 
the root of every tree and plant. The gardens and vineyards are gene- 
rally watered in this manner, from the middle of May to the middle 
of September. The chief game in the neighbouring country is hares and 
partridges ; and in fummer there is plenty of quails. Here are alfo water 
and wild fowl of all forts in great abundance. 

About ten miles below astrachan is a fmall ifland called bosma- 
KOFF, remarkable for its large ftorehoufes of fait, which is made about 
twelve miles to the eaftward of it, and being brought thither in boats, is 
conveyed in large flat bottomed velfels up the volga. With this all the 
country is fupplied, as far as mosco and twere. They dig annually 
fome millions of poods, the exclufive property of which is claimed by 
the crown, and brings in a confiderable revenue ® j for the common food 
of the foldiery, and of the bulk of the people, is bread and fait. In 
this place alfo are large fiflieries, to which the neighbourhood of the fait 

8 In ASTRACHAN they fell the fait at three copeeks a pood, but in Russia at 15 to 18, viz. 
about a farthing a pound. The revenue of astrachan is reckoned 140 to 160,000 rubles, or 
33,500 1. of which the greateH part anfes from fait and filh. 

works 
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works is of great advantage. Thefe extend even to the fea, reaching fouth 
eaftward as far as yaeik, and alfo 100 miles above zaritzen. From 
thefe filheries all the country is fupplied as far as«.St, Petersburg; the 
veflels are loaded with fak filh, and lent away in the ipring; but as frefh 
fifh keeps good fo long as it is frozen, the winter is no fooner fet inj 
than it is tranfported by land as far as Mosco and St. Petersburg. 
The principal forts are fturgeon, ftarlett, beluga s, and aflbtra \ 

The firft eftabliftier of thefe fifheries was tikon demedoff a car- 
rier, who fettled there about 50 years ago; his whole fortune then con- 
fined in two horfes, but through his induftry and abilities he became the 
greateft merchant in that country. The crown, which before his time 
was a ftranger to thofe advantages, has of late years, belides the fait, en-“ 
groffed fome of the fifheries alfo. 

Captain woodroofe, who was for fome time at astrachan, aflbr- > 
ed me, that from the latter end of July to the beginning of Oilober, 
the country about that city is frequently infefted with locufts, which fly 
in fuch prodigious numbers as to darken the air, and appear at a 
diflrance like a heavy cloud. The account which the inhabitants give of 
them is, that generally as the cold weather comes on, they are feen in . 
their flight from the northward to the fouthward. Whenever they fall, 
they eat up every thing that is green. In this feafon therefore all the gar- 
deners look out for them, and upon their firft appearance endeavour to 
keep them off, by maldng as much fmoak and as great noife as pof- 
fible ; but in fpite of all their art, thefe deftrudlive infedts, after flying 
as long as they are able, fometimes fall in their gardens, on the tops of 
houfes, and even into the fires. Their bodies, compared with the fmall- 
nefs of their wings, are very large. Their fize is generally from two to 
two and a half inches long, and about three quarters of an inch in dia^ 
meter, and their fhape near the fame as the largeft fort of green grafs^ 
hopper. Woodroofe mentions in his journal, that once in particular^ 

* A large white filh. * ** It refembles fltjrgeoa. 

as 
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as he was failing up the volga to astrachan, he obferved a prodigi- 
ous cloud of them coming from the weft north weft, which is acrofs the 
river. The wind at that time blew very frefti, and nearly from the fame 
point j when the locufts falling down, the water was covered with fuch 
prodigious fwarms of them, that in fome places they greatly obftrufted 
the motion of the boat for lo or i2 fathoms together. He fays alfo that 
they live for fome time under water; for as they mounted on each other’s 
backs, they formed a clufter near three feet diameter, which rolled along 
by the force of the wind and the rapidity of the current. In this man- 
ner they were driven afhore; their wings being dried, they got upon 
the pafture, and very few were drowned'. They lay fo thick upon the 
plain for near- three days, to the extent of as many miles, that it was im- 
poflible to walk without treading on them. When they began to fly, 
they difappeared in lefs than half an hour, leaving the plain without a 
blade of grafs. 

The commerce of astrachan is very confiderable, though much 
diminiflaed by tlie troubles in Persia, and the frequent revolts and in- 
folent behaviour of the tartars. Not long ago they traded to ichieva 
and BOKHARA, but at prefent their commerce is confined to the em- 
press’s dominions and Persia. The inhabitants had about 38 veflels, 
from 60 to 100 lafts* for the Persian trade, of which fome belong to 
the government and mount a few flnall pieces of cannon. They are 
commanded by a midihipman under a commodore who is ’ generally 
only a lieutenant in rank, and thefe under the admiralty. This office 
is generally flocked with all naval flores, as well for the ufe of the vcf- 
fels belonging to the empress, as to fupply the merchants. 

The trading ftiips carry provifions to the frontier towns of terkie 
and KiSLAR, fituated on the Caspian fea, and likewife merchandize to the 
feveral parts of Persia, at certain ftated rates. They are alfo occafionally 
employed by the Persians, to carry provifions from ghilan to Baku, 


* Of two tans encItIsii. 
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DERBEND, and other places j but the Russian government obferving that 
their merchantflilps were employed in the traniport of provifions towards 
their own frontier, for the ufe of the Persian army, thought proper to 
take them into their fervicej and from that time they fent only a few vef- 
fels to PERSIA, under the authority of the imperial flag, that they might 
be priviledged from any arrefts or exadlions on the part of the Persians. 
But fince nadir’s death, and the abandoning of the enterprize of build- 
ing PERSIAN ihips in the European manner, the Russian veflels have 
been again reftored to the merchants. 

Their foreign trade confifts in red leather, linens, woollen cloths, and 
EUROPEAN manufadtures, which they export to Persia, the greateft part 
for the account of the Armenians j in return they import feveral manu- 
fadtures of Persia, particularly thofe of cashan, as fllk faflies inter- 
mixed with gold, for the confumption of the POLANDERSi wrought lilks 
and fluffs mixed with cotton ; rice, cotton, a fmall quantity of drugs, 
and efpecially raw lilk. They alfo bring rhubarb \ but as the govern- 
ment has engroffed this article, private perfons are forbid to deal in it un- 
der penalty of death. From khieva they formerly brought gold, lamb- 
fkins, cotton, and other commodities 3 but this trade is now difcontinued, 
as I have already obferved. The officers of the admiralty and cuftom- 
houfe of ASTRACHAN have very fmall falaries, which is the cafe in all 
other places of Russia ; fo that inftead of doing their duty to difpatch 
bufinefs, they often feek pretences to protradl it, in order to obtain the 
more confiderable prefents. Upon thefe occalions, french brandy, white 
wine, hats, flockings, ribbons, and fuch like are acceptable. 

Whilft I was bufied in getting what informations were neceffary, the 
governor invited me to a feafl, at which there were near loodifhes; 
here I faw a Angular fpecimen of Russian intemperance, for there 
were above 30 people who drank to excefs in goblets *, of a kind of 

^ The greateft part of this valuable branch is broi,5^Iit into Russia by the tartars of Yakut- 
sk bordering on the eaftern tartars belongirg to chisa : they travel through sjberta to sa- 
mara, thence to casan ; and from thence to mosco. 1 bocalls. 

cherry 
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dierry brandy This feaft was made for the birth of his grand-daughter, 
on which occafion the guells prefented an offering, each according to his 
rank. This is a civil way of levying a heavy tax on the merchants, and 
a cuftom, tho’ not elegant, lefs abfurd than that of fome politer coun- 
tries ; for heVe without difguife or ceremony you leave one or two ducats 
or fome richer prefent on the lady’s bed, who fits up with great forma- 
lity to be faluted. 

My curiofity carried me to fee the devotion of the Indian pagans 
in the little temple which they have here. Their priefts ufe beads, in- 
cenfe, caps, proftrations and offerings: they have alfo fmall bells with 
other mufic, and raife their voices in finging with the utmoft vehemence. 
The objedt of their adoration was a pagod, ugly and deformed to a de- 
gree of horror. After the fervice was over, they prefented me fome of 
the fruits which had been offered to this idol j but I thought proper to re- 
fufe them, not without fome melancholy refledtions on the abjedt Rate to 
which human reafon is frequently reduced. 

The TARTARS hold this image worfliip in the utmoft abomination^ 
they will not carry even money which has any impreflion of man, bird, 
beaft, creeping thing, or infedl, into their temples. Their devotion is in 
filence and proftrations, except that the prieft in an awful tone at certain 
times utters an invocation to the lord of nature, through the mediation 
of,MAHO]MMED. It muft be obferved, that the tartars about this city 
and kingdom, were formerly diftinguifhed under denominations different 
from the prefent j for thefe countries were but little known, nor are they 
yet fufficientiy civilized to admit of that communication, which affords 
an opportunity for an entire difeovery, though the Russians have made a 
great progrefs in it. The nagay tartars are mahommedans, re- 
fembling in countenance the khalmucks, but better favoured, for their 
eyes are not fo fmall j thefe and the koobans are driven off to the eaft-- 
'ward, and have feldom of late years made any inroads on the Russian 
frontiers. 

^ The RUSSIANS call it visnofky. 

For 
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For feveral miles round this city, where the foil will admit of culti- 
vation, there are fettlements of a very civil and incluftrious people of the 
race of the crim tartars, who are tributary to.the Russians. In the 
fummer they improve their land, the chief produdts of which are man- 
na oats, mulk, and water-melons j but they reckon that their princi- 
pal treafure confifts in their wives and children, with their fheep, horfes, 
and cattle. When any of their daughters become marriageable, they 
cover her tent with white linnen, and put a painted cloth on the top, 
wliich is ufually tied with red firings : they have alfo a painted waggon 
on the fide of the tent; and this is to be her marriage portion. Thofe 
who defign to marry obferve this fignal, and the girl is generally given to 
him who offers the father the mofl; valuable prefent, Thefe people are ma- 
HOMMKDANs, and, contrary to thepradtice of the khalmucics, extreme- 
ly nice in their burying places. They dig their graves very deep, and after 
lining them with bricks dried in the fun, and whitewafhing them in the 
infide, they build a cover over them. They alfb raife thick walls of 
mud round each tomb, on the top of which are fixed one or more white 
flags, according to the character of the deceafed. 

I had fpent fifteen days here in expeftation of the arrival of captain 
wooDRooFE from GHiLAN, and obferving that the feafon was far ad- 
vanced, I determined, fo foon as my caravan fhould come down the Vol- 
ga, to embark in a Russian veffel; but the 4th of November I receiv- 
ed the joyful news of woodroofe’s arrival at yerkie ” with 100 bales 
of raw filk. 

The reader mu ft have obferved, by the conferences I had with the go- 
vernor of this place, how jealous the Russians were of Mr. elton. 
ARAPOFF the RUSSIAN conful in PERSIA, now gave intelligence that this 
gentleman had been at balkhan on the eaft coaft of the Caspian, 
where he had reduced a province, and brought the chiefs of it prifon- 

* Seed fo called. “ The mouth of the volca. 
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ers to GHiLANj and that v/oojorocfe’s fliip had been been employed in 
this enterprize; condudinj t’:.;t ought not to be permitted to return 
to PERSIA. The real account of this matter, which captain woodroofe 
gave me foon after, was fai from being fitisfudoiy, and proved tliat el- 
ton was too deeply engaged in the affairs of the cruvrn of Persia. Of 
this the I'eader will judge from the following abferaCt of woodroofe’s 
journal, relaung to his voyage to balkhan. 


CHAP. XX. 

Captain woodroofe’j voyage to balkhan, on the eajl coaji of the Caspian 
fea, under the direStion of Mr. John elton, by order of nadir shah, 

*' 24th, 1743, the shah’s orders were figniiied to me by 

“ fj captain elton, to furvey the fouth eaft part of the Caspian, on 
“ which expedition the captain was to go himfelf. July tlie 21 ft we 
“ weighed anchor and fet fail for enzellee, with orders to ftop in lan- 
“ GARooD road. As this was a new navigation, to which moft of the 
** merchants in ghilan were ftrangers, I could procure no other freight, 
“ than a fmall quantity of goods from captain elton, with which he in- 
** tended to tiy the market of astrabad. 

July the 24th we anchored in langarood road, where Mr. elton 
embarked. I v/as then hardly recovered of a fever, with which I had 
" been long afBidled. The 3 ift at noon we weighed, and the 5th of 
” Auguft anchored about two ' miles to the northward of the inlet into 
“ ASTRABAD bay. The next day I went in the long-boat to examine 
“ the entrance, and found a very good channel over the bar, and a frefh 
“ water river running into it from the eaftward. We were about a mile 
flom the mouth of this river towards the clofe of the evening, when we 
law three large fandalls ° coming over the bar. The day following I 
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“ armed and manned the long-boat, in order to afcend the river upon a 
“ difcovery. Nothing appeared near the fliore but woods and marilnes, 
“ with a ridge of mountains, which running parallel with the fea coalV^ 
“ extends near eafi and weft. At the entrance of the river there is only 
“ five feet water, but after we had proceeded about 20 miles, we found 
“ not lefs than 20 feet. We rowed all tliat day, but difcovered no fettle- 
“ ment. About a quarter of a mile from the entrance the water was 
“ frefli, but 1 8 miles higher we perceived it to be brackifh, which is ow- 
“ ing I believe to the fea water that comes over the marflies. The wood 
“ is chiefly elm, willow, and birch, intermixed with vines. The river 
runs about eaft north eaft, with a fmall current. We faw a great num- 
“ ber of wild buffalo’s, hogs and deer, and likewife tracks, as they ap- 
“ peared to us, of evolves and tigers. 

Night coming on, and our people being almoft fpent with the heat 
“ and fatigue of the day, we refolved to take up our lodging there, and 
“ prepared to defend ourfelves againft the wild beafts : for this purpofe 
we cut down a large quantity of wood, and almoft inclofing ourfelves, 
“ fet it on fire. The greateft inconveniency we fuffered, was from the 
“ gnats, which ftung us fo intolerably, that many of oar people ftripp’d 
“ themfelves, and lay all but their heads in the water. Not having dif- 
“ covered any fettlement, about midnight we began to row down again, 
“ and at noon we reached the bay. Continuing our courfe along fliore, 
“ about two miles to the fouthward of the mouth of the river, we 
“ heard the report of a mufket, and looking carefully towards the place 
“ from v/hence it came, we faw about 50 men all armed, coming out' 
“ of the woods down to the fea fide: though we were apprehenfive they 
" were robbers who often infeft this coaft, yet we refolved to fland in 
“ for the fhore. At our approach, perceiving that we had ftore of fire 
“ arms, they began to retire into the woods. We fent therefore our per- 
“ SIAN fervant on fhore, to acquaint them that we were come on 
“ that coaft by the shah’s orders, having bufinefs at astrabad; and 
to convince them of the truth, we offered to exchange hoftages, and 

R 2 “ tliat 
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“ that if three of their people would come into our boat, three of ours 
“ fhould go with them •, to which they confented. Upon this I went, 
“ attended by our ii^rpreter and a fervant, to the village of kondaga- 
“ ZAR, which is near a mile from the water fide, through a thick wood. 
« We were received by the principal people of the village with great 
“ regard, and after refrefiiing ourfelves witli what the place afforded, we 
returned to our boat. Among other things, we learnt that the three 
“ fandalls which we faw coming over the bar, were Turkoman pirates, 
” that they had plundered a village a little to the fouth weft, where they 
“ killed eighteen men; and that thefe continual depredations obliged them 
“ to be always upon their guard. As it was very dark, we lay all night 
in the boat, but the next day we went aboard our fhip, weighed and 
“ came to anchor in kond ag azar road in 2 i fathom water, in ftiff 
“ muddy ground. 

Auguft the I ith. I went on fhore with letters firom captain elton 
for the governor of astrabad, in which he defired that, as he was 
about the shah’s affairs, he might be provided with horfes to carry him 
“ to the city. At my return we landed our little cargo; not without 
“ fome difficulty, the fliore being flat and low. Whilft we lay here, 
“ the villagers fhewed us great civilities, and conflantly fent us provifions 
“ of every fort in abundance. The 13 th. Several of the principal inhabi- 
“ tants came on board, and acquainted captain el ton, that the governor 
“ had fent horfes and fervants to condudt him to astrabadj upon 
“ which he immediately went on fhore. After fpending feveral days in 
“ furveying this bay, and taking landfkips of the coaft; naseer aga, an 
“ officer in the shah’s fervice, arrived from the camp, with orders to take 
four of the ogurtjoys p who had left their country, and put them- 
felves under Persian protediion, to ferve us as pilots, as they were 
well acquainted with the eaftern coaft. He was likewife commiffioned 
■“ to take a fufficient number, of foldiers under his command, with di- 

f Inhabitants of the iflands on the eallern coaft. ' 


redtions 
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“ re£lions to look for a proper place to build a garrifon, in order to awe 
“ the OGURTjoY pirates', and prevent their excurfions. 

“ The 31ft of Auguft. Captain elton and ^^.SEE^v aga, v/ith 18 
“ foldiers and four pilots came on board j and the next day we weighed, 
“We arrived the 8th of September at the fouth end of idak, the wef- 
“ termoft of the ogurtjoy iflands, and coafted the eaft fide of it; 
“ continuing our furvey for four days. It is a long fandy ifland, which 
“ firetches itfelf about north and fouth. Near it is deverish a barren. 
“ ifland, which extends itfelf to north eaft and fouth wefe. The pilots 
“ affirmed this to have been formerly a high land; but now it is low, 
“ which we imputed to the rifing of the water. Betv;-een thefe two iflands 
“ is a very good channel three fathoms deep, which extends to the north- 
“ w.ird. Idak has two wells of frefla water, r.nd is inhabited by eight 
“ or ten families, who have a few fiiecn and goats. The foil produces 
“ a coarfe fqrt of grape, melons, cucuiubers, caiTots, onions, &c. The 
“ inhabitants, for want of harbours, ha'dng no boats, borrow them of 
their neighbours in the ifland of napeton,ia 

“ September the' 14th. We weighed and carne in clofe under the eaft 
“ fide of NAPHToiJiA. The coafl is diifcul'L of accefs, the land being 
“ very high; it extends idelf fix or eight !v.-agu(.s north and fouth, and 
“ contains about 36 families, who have 2b f.ige boats vvith fcveral wells 
“ of NAPTHA*'. The harbour is on the eaft fide of the ifland: to the 
“ fouthward there are four fmall ifles, between .di which, by the relation 
“ of our pilot a nativ’^e ot the place, there is cull 10 feet water; as there 
“ is likewife up a large to the eaftward :.f I'le.n, almoft as far as 
BALKHAN hill. Nai-htonia has plenty of liieep, wild goats, ca- 
mels, and afles, with exceeding good water; die latter is a great ad- 
“ vantage to them, for all the fprings along this coaft, except here, and 
“ on IDAK, are fait or brackifh. The foil is fruitful, affording all man— 

' So called by the RUSSIANS j the raRsiANS call it cherrican. ^ This is common- 

ly underftood to be a fpecies of bitumen ; it is of the nature of oil, of a very dark grey colour, and 
fulphureous linel]. 
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“ ner of garden-fluff. There is an old mofqne, to which the inhabi- 
« tants come to v/orfhip. Thefs people fubfiil entirely by piracy, mak- 
“ ing continual depredations on the neighbouring parts of Persia. 

“ To remedy this evil, nadir shah fome years fince offered to for- 
« give all that v/as pafl, and to receive them into his favour, if they 
« would come and fettle about astrabad bay, v/here they might have 
“ lands and fell their naptha to the inhabitants of that quarter. This 
“ they accepted, and carried on a biilk trade for about two years, ' felling j 
“ their naptha to the Persians, Turkomans, and roving ouseegs, 

“ and purchaiing providons to fupply the inhabitants of the illands. But 
having had an opportunity of colleding a number of boats, they grew 
“ tired of this way of living, and returned to their trade of piracy; fo 
“ that balkhan became a general rendezvous of robbers. Nadir shah 
being at that time engaged in his expedition againfl the moghol, pofl- 
“ poned the redudion of thefe people till his I'eturn. But upon enquiry 
“ he now found it attended with great difficulty, for the place is almofl 
inacceffible by land, and the country fb wild and barren, that none 
“ but thofe hardy people the Turkomans can live in it. Befides, in 
“ fummer there is no frefh water along the coafl, except one well; and 
“ in winter the defert is exceeding cold. 

“ September the 15th. We weighed and ran through a channel not 
wider than half a cable’s length, between the eafl end of deverish 
" and KAPi-iTONiA, and flood away along the north end of the latter. 

“ Tills channel is faii to have been fordable about 18 years ago, but now 
it has every where lo or 12 feet water. To the eaflward we faw 14 
“ large boats, which rowed towards us for fome time, and then hoifl- 
ing their fails ran round a bank of fand to the eafl fide of naphto- 
“ Ni A; v/liere they have a town with a pretty good harbour. As it was 
“ a calm we could not follow them, and a flrong current fetting out of 
inc hay we were obliged to anchor in feven fathom water. The 
nc, t dr” a weflerly breeze we weighed, and ran up the fide 

of the iiland d. IP- GAN, which forms the fouth part of the bay, and 

" extends 
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“ extends near eafl: and weft. There is fome rifing ground on it, but 
“ no inhabitants, the land being barren and fandy. r-Totwidihanding 
“ there is no water on this ifland, yet, by repoi’>ti it aboiuids in wild 
“ goats and deer, which, as the Persians generally fay, require no wa- 
“ ter, but fubfift on the heavy dews that conftantly fall in tbofe parts. 
‘‘We continued founding, and got up to a fmall ifland on the ibuth 
“ fide of the bay, called dagadaw, where we anchored in two fa- 
‘‘ thorn water. 

“ The day following we went with the long-boat to furvey the ifland, 
“ defigning alfo to go on ftiore on the main land for frefli v/ater. Our 
“ pilot carried us to two iprings, where there were many tracks of ca- 
“ mels and flreep. The water was brackiftii for as all tlie land on this 
“ fide the Caspian is impregnated with fait, fo are the fpi-ings, except 
“ two at the foot of balichan mountain ; and yet the Turkomans 
“ and their cattle drink of it. I was informed, that it is now 100 years 
“ fince the oxus emptied itfelf into the upper end of this bay. As this 
“ river was often dried up in many places in the heat of the fummer, 
“ the TURKCJMANs imagined, that by ftopping the mouth of it they 
“ could preferve it above. But the contrary fell out, for the water hav- 
“ ing no pafiage to clear away the fand, which was conftantly blown off 
“ the defert into this river, it is filled up, and fcarce any veftiges of it 
“ are now remaining near the Caspian fea. 

“ Round DAGADAW there is full two fathom water, which is con- 
“ ftantly fmooth and clear. Our pilots informed us that there is a great 
“ fcarcity of fifh, for which reafon the inhabitants keep 10 fifhing 
“ boats in a bay about half a day’s journey to the northward, which 
“ the PERSIANS call obb MAYSEY^ Here they catch plenty of fifli 
“ not only for .their own ufe, but likewife for fale to the Turkomans 
“ and roving tartars. The Russians pretend there is a whirlpool in 

this bayj but this is denied by the Turkomans, w'ho affirm they fi/h 


^ Or water. 


‘ “ all 
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“ all over it. In all parts of it there is at leafl: eight fathom waterj but 
" the entrance is very narrow. 

“ September the i^th. As we continued founding up the bay, we 
“ found the water grew fliallowj the deepefh is clofe along the illand 
“ DARGAN, which Tuns up near the foot of the rnounlain of ealk- 
“ HAN, between which and the ifland there is a iitile channel of five 
“ feet water. Rowing acrofs the bay we faw numbers of people, 
“ who upon our approaching towards the ifland, made fignais, 
“ by throwing up fand in the air, which at a diilance appeared like 
“ fmoke. They began their lignals at the water fide, and were anfwercd 
“ quite to the , eafirernmoft; end. When we were arrived at the foot of 
“ the mountain, we faw 14 boats at anchor to the fouthward of dar- 
“ GAN, where there is a wide bay that extends into the Caspian. Our 
“ pilot informed us, that at the foot of the mountain there is five feet 
water, which deepens gradually to the weft ward into 10 feet 5 and this 
“ is the founding through all the paiTages between napi-itonia and the 
“ iflands to the fouthward. This day we weighed, and ran up into nine 
feet water, and moored the ftiip near the foot of the mountain. 

“ Here captain elton and naseer aga' went in fearch of a conve- 
nient fpot, on which they might build a fort. They had taken with 
“ them on fliore the Persian foldiers, a pilot, and four failors, with 
“ arms and ammunition fufticient to make a defence againft thofe tar- 
TARS, in cafe of an attack. Soon after they put off, we faw the 14 
“ boats fleering to the weftward, but could not perceive any body up- 
" on the ifland. 

“ September the 22d. Our people returned from their furvey, and 
“ reported, that when they had got up to balkhan they found only 
one man on the coafl, whom the tartars had commiflioned to en- 
“ quire after us. Upon our firft approaching naphtonia, the inhabi- 
“ tar.'s imagined we were driven in there by diftrefs, for which reafon' 
they manned all their boats with defign to cut us off. But ob- 

“ ferving 
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“ feiving that we beat the drum and fired the morning gun, and feeing 
“ us run fo readily through the narrow palTage between deverish and 
“ NAPHTONiA, they concluded we were fent by^the shah to deftroy 
« them 5 upon which they made all hafte back to fave their families and 
« cattle. The former they conveyed in boats to balkhan, with an 
“ intent to alarm the tartars in that neighbourhood i but they tranfport- 
« ed their cattle, coufifiing of camels, fheep, and afles, to dargah, 
“ together with two women fiaves, and two of their own men, to 
“ whom they gave ir.fi ruitions to drive them to the fouth eaft part of 
« the ifland. But feeing us come up the bay fo clofe after them, they 
“ went round in order to take in their cattle again, left we ftiould inter- 
“ cept them This precaution however proved quite fruitlefs from an- 
“ other caufej for, to their great furprize, they found that moft of them 
“ were already deftroyed by wild beafts. One of the flaves was alfo kil- 
“ led : -the other being greatly diftreffed for want of water, and not ufed 
to fuch hardfhips, expired in a few hours fo that only the two men 
“ and a few camels were faved. They failed then to the fouthward, 
“ while the turkumans and feveral ousbeg tartars who frequent 
“ this neighbourhood, fled up into the mountain of balkhan. 

“ Thefe pirates were poflefled of 1 7 boats more, which were then on 
<* a cruife on the coaft of mazanderan and astrabad. ’Tis their 
cuftom to fend only half of their boats out at a time, for fear of a vifit 
“ from the shah’s forces, or left they fhould lofe a priz* by fuftering 
“ any veflel to efcape, that might be driven in here by diflxefs. Whenever 
“ this happens, they take all that is ufeful out of her, then fet her on 
“ fire, and either kill the failors, or fell them as flaves to the ousbeg 

TARTARS. 

Captain elton having received this information proceeded in his 
furvey, in order to be fatisfied if there was any pofljbility of executing 
“ the shah’s projeeft. This prince had been infewmed, that there was 
“ plenty of freih water inthofe parts; but upon examination it was found 
“ that the fprings were overflowed with fait water. There wgs another 
“ fpring indeed a mile and a half higher up^ but as it was very fmall 
VoL. 1 . S ' “ and 
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“ and at fuch a diftance, it would not anfwer the purpofe. The illand of 
“ DAGADAW was judged the fafeft place for the garrifon, as the maga- 
zines would be th^e moft fecure from any furprize by land on the 
“ part of the tartars. With regard to frelh water, captain Elton 
“ propofed to provide a number of boats, and to bring it from naphtonia ; 
“ which was the more feafible, as the navigation between the two iflands 
“ is extremely fafe. 

September the 28th. As I had a voyage now depending from ghi- 
“ LAN to RUSSIA, there was not time fufficient to make any farther dif- 
“ covery. There was only half a hogfhead of frefli water on board, 
“ and to go on fliore on naphtonia would have occafioned too great a 
delay. We therefore weighed for farabad, where we landed our 
“ palTengers the 30th of September j and after getting frefh water we pro- 
« ceeded for enzellee.” 

From this account of captain woodroofe, it feems that nadir with 
his ufual fagacity forefaw a rebellion from that fide of turkumania, 
which induced him to employ his newfervant elton ; his intent being 
to fend a fleet to balkhan with provifions, in order to build a fort and 
keep a garrifon in that place, to awe the turkuman tartars. This 
Eep could not but give great offence to the Russians, becaufe their bar- 
rier would become fo much the weaker, and the Persians might the 
more eafily invade Russia on that fide, which had been always confider- 
ed as impraiticable. 


CHAP., XXL 

Author cbntinues his noyage^down the volga to the mouth of the Cas- 
pian. A brief account of the khalmuck fettlements-, and of the river 
VOLGA. Hoe method of curing caviare. 

N ovember the 8th. We left astrachan under convoy of the 
governor’s barge with 1 2 granadiers. It has been already obferved, 
that this old gentleman had been greatly inftrumental in bringing the 

tartars 


Chap. XXL DESCRIPTION OF THE V6 lGA. 139 

TARTARS to a peaceable fubjedtion to the Russian government: for 
this purpofe he had taken all the large boats from the khalmucks ; fo 
that here, as in other places, they were obliged to fi£h in fmall canoes. 
At night we llept within piftol-lhot of a khalmuck fettlement. The 
habitations of thefe people are round tents, which they call khabitka’s, 
raifed with canes in the form of a cone, and covered with wilocks 
Thefe tents are of 10, and fome of 15 yards in circumference, and 
about 12 feet highj they make their fires in the center of the tent, and 
the finoke iflues from the top, which is prepared for that purpofe. 

Thefe people are miferably poor, fubfilting on fifli which they take in 
the VOLGA j they dry in the fummer their winter’s provifion. They 
prefer to live on the banks, where flags and rufhes are grown to a great 
height, thefe being fome defence againfl: the rigors of the cold feafon, 
There are feldom feen above 7 or 8 tents in a place, which contain 30 
or 40 perfons, who live in difiin« 5 t families under one whom they chute 
as their chief. Befides thefe, there are other khalmucks, who travel 
to the fouth when the winter comes on, and return northward in the heat 
of the fummer. 

It is eafy to conceive how murders and robberies frequently happen in 
thefe parts. I gave the llridteft orders for a regular watch of two men 
under arms during the night; but I more than once found them fafl: a- 
fleep. As we advanced within 30 werfts of the mouth of the volgA, 
we defcried a great number of fmall iflands; the whole fcene appearing 
wild and inhofpitable. We were obliged to flop at sadlistova a little 
ifland, where refid es the officer who gives clearances to paifengers. 

Being happily arrived at yerkie, we embarked in the British Ihip 
empress of Russia, much delighted to find ourfelves in a veffel of good 
oak, regularly built, well fitted, and probably the only complete Ihip 
which till that time had appeared on the Caspian. It was no lefs a 
pleafure to fee the English flag hoifted, and fome fatisfadion to receive 

^ This is 3, very thick felt of camel’s hair, which keeps out the weather extremely well. 

S 2 thofe 
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thofe common marks of efteem which mafters of Hiips ufually pay their 
merchants when they have any guns. 

Though I have in ieveral parts of this work made occafional mention 
of the VOLGA, yet a river of fuch confideration deferves a more particu- 
lar attention} and I think no place fo proper as this, being now about to 
take my leave of it. This river was antiently called the rha, and is 
reputed for extent and depth one of the nobleft in the world. It derives 
its fource from the lake fernoff in the province of reskoff, tun- 
ing, according to general computation, near 4500 werfts •= before it em- 
pties itfelf into the Caspian fea. It takes in the river twersa which 
comes from twere, the moscwa from kosco, the occa from colum- 
NA, the KAMA which divides the nagay and kooban tartars, the 
SAMAR at samara, and many others. It is of the utmoft utility to 
the greateft part of the vaft empire of Russia, not only with regard to 
commerce, but as it has been a means of reducing the different 
tribes of tartars who frequent its borders. The immenfe quantities 
of water it receives from other rivers, and from the many hilly countries 
from whence defcend great torrents, particularly when the fnow melts in 
the fpring, are the caufe of its fwelling at different times and places. It be- 
gins ufually to rife in March, and increafes in April and May, continuing 
above its ufual mark, till the end of June; and then it decreafes very faft. 
There is often another rife in September by autumnal rains} but this is not 
fo conftant, nor near fo confiderable. It varies in different places } 
at astrachan it is only feven or eight feet, unlefs the foutherly winds 
blow in the water at the fame time from the Caspian. About zaritzen, 
which is above 400 werfts higher, I faw a mark at about 20 feet, as al- 
ready mentioned} and at c as an, which is 1250 werfts yet higher, the rife 
is faid to be much greater. As there are fo many different climates in the 
courfe of this river, the ice breaks up at different times } as at astra- 
chan about the end of February, and at casan generally a month 
latei. Here the banks alter almoft every year, partly by the force of 
the current, and partly by the fands which are blown into the river from 
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the adjacent country. The danger arifing from diefe ftiifting banks is 
not very great ; but they create delays. The common courfe of the 
ftream can hardly be reckoned above a mile an hour, but in the tim« 
of the floods it is generally three miles. 

The navigation is very difficult for veflels drawing above five feet water, 
except in the flood times, when the largefl: flat bottomed veflels find fuffi- 
cient water. I have feen a velTel afloat in the month of Odhober, faid to 
have 600 tuns of fait and fifli aboard ; and, in fome feafons they have 
barks of greater burthen. The trade from many parts is great and ex- ■ 
tenfive, but from no place more confiderable than from yarislaw and ' 
CAS AN. The failors who navigate this river, are remarkable for their dex- 
terity in warping. They have three boats to carry out the warps, which 
they take in forward} and at the fame time they coil the warp from the ftern 
into the boat, while the other two boats are a-head laying frelh warps } for 
as foon as they have run out one, the end of the other is ready. Thefe vef- 
fels fomefimes carry from 150 to 200 men, and as their bignefs prevents • 
their failing, except the wind be very fair, they warp 30 English miles • 
in a day againft the ftream, which, as we have already obferved, is fome- 
times very rapid. Befides the vaft abundance of fifh taken in this river, 
and fent either faked or frozen to diftant parts of the Russian empire, 
there is a confiderable commerce carried on in caviare 

The method ,of preparing this commodity is to take away the ftringy 
part, then to mix it with fait well cleaned and made into brine } and when . 
drained from the oily parts and preflTed, it becomes of fuch a confiftency 
as to keep two or three years. The grain is of a darkifli grey colour, . 
almoft as big as a pepper corn, and cuts tranfparent. In the winter it is ' 
fent frefli to all parts of the empire, and is much efteemed by the natives • 
as well as foreigners, being well known to partake of the nature of oyf- - 
ters. There is alfo a large quantity made for exportation, which is con- 
fumed in ITALY and by the chriftians in the levant. The Armeni- 
ans have the fkill of preparing it beft, and ufually make above 6000 
poods * every year. In 1749 they brought 20,000 poods to market. 

• Roe of flurgeon and belloga, the Ru ssiads call it iecr a. * About too tuns. 

Having 
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Having thus given a fliort account of the volga, and being ready to 
launch out into the Caspian, I think it will be proper to introduce a 
more particular defcription of that fea, befides what has been already given 
concerning balkiian. But as this is a province which properly belongs 
to a feaman, I inuft refer my reader to the following extracts of captain, 
.woodroofe’s journal, from his firft entering on that navigation. 


CHAP. XXII. 

ExiraSfs of captain vtood'koove* s journal from his fetting out from astra- 
CHAN in June 1742, on his firji voyage. 

TUNE the 20th, 1742. Upon our entrance into the Caspian 
«J we met with hard gales of Ibutherly winds attended with a very 
“ hollow fea, and foon loft our great launch from the ftern. The day 
“ following we hauled up to the eaftward, on account of the rocks 
“ lying between swetoi and zeloi iflandsj Ibme of thefe run a 
mile to the eaftward, and there is a very large one two miles eaft 
** of swETOi. Here we faw feveral breakers, which we took to be 
rocks under water.* The fafeft way is to avoid zeloi, the land being 
•** low and the weather generally hazy j and it is not difcernible above 
** two leagues even in clear weather. 

“ June the 27th. For feveral days we had light wefterly and fouth 
“ weft winds with a ftrong current, which fruftrated our endeavours to 
“ reach enzellee. Our water running low we made the fouth Ihore, 
** and came to an anchor in' i o fathom, when we difcovered a town 
from the maft-head. The Ihore for many miles has the appearance 
of a very pleafant and fertile country, agreeably checkered with groves, 
paftures, and arable lands. At the extent of this landfkip is a ridge of 
high mountains, extending from eaft to weft, behind which the peek 

“ DEMON A, 
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“ DEMOAN rifes far above the reft. We immediately hoifted out our 
boat, and having rowed three leagues to the eaftward, we landed near the 

town of MESCHEDIZAR. 

“ Here an hundred men under arms prefented themfelves, and without 
** any ceremony dragged our boat to ftiore, lignifying that we were 
“ their prifoners. Among this troop there were three who had the 
“ appearance of officers, but feemed to preferve no kind of difci- 
“ pline. They ftood for near an hour at bay, refting on their arms, , 
“ and laughing very loud. At length a perfon came whom they treat- 
“ ed with great deference j he was attended by feveral others of good ■ 
figure, and among the reft by. a Russian interpreter. 

“ This perfon demanded in very civil terms who I was, and what I . 
** wanted. I informed him that I had a. cargo of goods for the English 
“ factory at reshd, in whofe feryice I was employed^ that my Ihip was ■ 
“ at anchor three leagues to the eaftward, and that contrary winds and ■ 
“ want of water had occafioned my coming on fliore. He replied, that 
“ the cafe might poffibly be as I reprefented it, but as the coaft was very 
“ much expofed to the depredations of pirates, he muft be fatisfied in a 
“ circumftance which could not but appear fufpicious; adding, that to • 
be convinced of our innocence, he would difpatch a melTenger to 
“ inquire after our vefiel. In the mean time he defired me to fit down 
“ by him on the fand, affuring me that I had nothing to fear. He 
“ invited me alfo to fup with him, and at my requeft ordered a pro- 
per guard over the boat, with provifions for the failors. We haft 
*' hardly reached his houfe when the fervant arrived with the news of 
“ the fhip, with which he was very well pleafed. When we had fi- 
“ nifhed our repaft, he made an apology for what had happened, inform- 
“ ing me that mahommed khan the governor of the province, had 
“ iflued out orders to all the villages along the fea coaft, to detain every 
“ ftrange boat that fhould come on ftiore, and fend the corrupander of 
it to him; for which reafon I muft go with him the next day to 

“ BAL- 
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BALFRUSH, the metropolis of this province. Early in the morning 
horfes were brought to the door, and three lervants attended us on 
“ foot to BALFRUSH. The governor had heard of my arrival, and 
being well acquainted with our factory in reshd, entertained me -with 
“ a very handfome dinner, and gave me a palTport to procure affiftancc 
in all other parts of that coaft fubjedt to his authority. As a further 
proof of his good will, he ordered the calentar to furnifli us with 
“ water from certain choice fprings, and with all the provilions I wanted; 
“ and if I had no Persian money, he defired him to take my bills 
“ upon the fadtors at reshd. After thefe civilities he wiChed me a good 
“ voyage, and I took my leave. 

“ Between this city and meschedizar, which are diftant from each 
“ other about 12 miles, is a pleafant country; the people are well 
“ limbed, robuft, and very aftive, particularly in wreflling, running, and 
other fuch exercifes. At meschedizar there is a little market for 
’fruit, fuch as mulk and water-melons, apples, pears, and plumbs, very 
“ fine raifins, rice, brown and loaf fugar, which they make here and 
“ at BALFRUSH. The loaf fugar is bad, and when dilTolved produces a 
“ greafy fcum ; but the raw brown fugar, though of a very dark colour, 
“ is of a firm grain and not difagreeable. The inhabitants ufe a liquid 
“ made from the juice of grapes with which they fweeten their water 
“ and rice. They have alfo comfits of lemon peel and lime; like- 
“ wife ginger, citrons and almonds, chiefly candied and preferved 
“ with brown fugar. Provifions were fo cheap that a good fheep 
“ coft only about four fhillings; they have cheefe and butter, but 
“ the firft is very bad, and the laft of too fweet a flavour. There is 
“ a fmall river that runs into the fea, by which they carry on a 
“ trade to ghilan, chiefly conflfting of raw cotton, callicoes, and 
“ earthen ware; thefe goods are brought to their market by the peafants 
on afles and cows, and in bad weather are carried the fame way into 
“ ghilan, but in fummer they are conveyed by water in flat bottomed 
“ vefiels. The beach of the fea is driven up in this place to a great 


^ Called DusHAB. 


“ height. 
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« height; and behind it are lakes of ftagnant, brackifh water, and marfhy 
« woody land. The furf which had hindered our getting off, beine 
“ now abated, we launched our boat from the fhore, with her loading 
“ of frefli water, which came aboard very feafonably. After our return 
“ from MESCHEDizAR we difcovered finicanar, another fmall village 
near the fea fide ; here we put afliore, and filled our cafks with excel- 
« lent water, having firft produced the certificate which mahommed 
“ KHAN had given us, to which the villagers paid fo much regard, as to 
refufe the money we offered them for their affiftance. This village 
“ is fituated in the midft of a wood, on a little river which former- 
« ly difcharged itfelf into the fea, but now the mouth of it is ftop- 
« ped lip ; upon which occafion they tell a remarkable ftory. About 
« eight years ago a great party of Russian and turkuman pirates hav- 
« ing ftolen a large veffel from the entrance of the volga, put into 
« this river with a defign to plunder all the villages upon it. They had 
■“ with them fix pieces of finall cannon, and a confiderable quantity of 
ammunition, intending to fortify themfelves here, and eftablifli a ren- 
■*' dezvous. The inhabitants having fufpicion of their intentions, abandon- 
“ ed FINICANAR, and alarming their neighbours came down undifcovered, 
« and filled up the mouth of the river with trees and fand; men, wo- 
« men and children exerting themfelves in this common danger. The 
“ pirates were plundering at difcretion, fearlefs of furprize; when the per- 
“ SIAN peafants muftering all their ftrength attacked them: fome of the 
“ pirates were killed, others taken, and the reft made thebeft of their way 
“ down the river, expedting to recover their veffel; but they foon found 
“ their miftake, and nothing remained but to furrender themfelves. The 
RUSSIANS were pardoned upon entering into the Persian fervice ; but 
the TURKUMANs, being old offenders, were cut to pieces. The veffel 
ftill lies at the mouth of the river, and the dam is become a firm 
“ beach, which defends the brave cottagers from the like invafion, tho* 
it has ruined their river. 
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CHAP. xxni. 


Captain woodroofe’j journal continued, from July 1742 to June 1743 , 
with the feveral remarkable occurrences till his voyage to balkhan. 

“ 5th of July we departed from finicanar for ghilan, but 

“ X our voyage was much retarded by light wefterly breezes, and a 
“ ftrong current. We found the foundings along the coall; very gradual 
“ and regular. The wind continuing contrary we put into langarood 
“ bay. In a cove * to the weftward we difcovered a velTel at anchor; up- 
“ on which we ran into feven fathom water, came to an anchor, and dif- 
“ patched our letters to reshd. 

“ The 13th. A light breeze fpringing up at eaft fouth eaft, we 
weighed, and the next day came to an anchor in enzellee road. A 
“ fcant of water on the bar obliged us to unload our cargo, which was 
carried to peRibazar in Persian boats, and from thence by land to 
reshd. There is a river running from peribazar to reshd, but it is 
“ fo drained by the multiplicity of channels to convey water to their rice 
“ grounds, as renders it unnavigable. This is an open road, intirely expofed 
“ to the north. The winds being light and veerable favoured us very much, 
“ but a hollow northern iwell, with a ftrong eaftern current, rendered it 
both difagreeable and dangerous. The inlet from enzellee road to en- 
zELLEE y for a mile and half has the appearance of a river, but afterwards 
it opens into a lake of about three leagues extent, where the Russian vef- 
“ fels lay ; and from whence a narrow river runs about two miles further 
“ to peribazar : the courfe acrofs the lake is fouth eaft by fouth half 
fouth. The 28th. Our cargo being all landed, we were taken into 
“ the fervice of the Persian government to carry rice to derbend’ for 
“ the army, where the shah was then in perfon, endeavouring to re- 
“ duce the lesgee tartars. 

" While we were taking in our lading from the magazine at peri- 
“ BAZAR, I made fome obfervations on the Persian manner of fliip build- 

* Langarood cove. t A fmall village on the weft point of the land. 

« ing. 
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ing. The major part of their veilels are built by Russian deferters, who 
“ meet with encouragement from the Persians. They are made of elm, 
“ which abounds in this province ; their fails are of cotton, their cables 
“ of flax, and fome, of the bark of trees. In fair weather they hoift a 
“ large fquare fail, two parts laced together j and when it blows a little 
they come to anchor clofe to fliore, not chufing to be farther out than 
“ two fathoms water. If it blows hard they let their veflTel run with 
“ her broad fide afliore, and endeavour to keep her there moor^ by the 
flumps of trees, which are found in abundance on this coafl. In order 
“ to heave them off agab, they carry fpars, but they are often obliged 
“ to unload them, and are frequently wrecked. To fupply their want 
« of anchors, they ufe crooked pieces of iron, with flones tied to them. 
« There are fome larger veflels built after the antient manner, of 30 
“ or 40 tuns, which are called fandallsj their beams are dovetail’d through 
« the fide in tiers, and a row in every three feet; by which means thefe 
veflels are divided into partitions, which are made tight, fo as to con- 
fine any leak, and prevent its communication with the reft of the fhip. 
They are moftly caulked with cotton, the infide as well as the out; the 
" feams are filled as full as poflible when they are firft built; and to fe- 
** cure them the more effedtually, they cover them with canvafs well tar-r 
“ red, and lay battins over it every three or four inches, ftapling them 
« faft with a kind of crooked nail. This method keeps them dry dur- 
“ ing four or five years, after which they are generally broke up as ufelefs. 
“ Their kirjiems ^ are in the greateft ufe and efteem, though they fel- 
dom venture with any of them farther than meschedizar for raw cot- 
ton, oats, and earthen ware; or weft ward to Baku, where they carry 
rice, and return with rock fait, faffron, and naptha. 

“ Auguft the 29th. The Russian conful at reshd appeared very jea- 
** lous, and obliged our Russian feamen to fign papers without their 

7 Small boats fo called. 
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knowing the contents. This morning v/hen we weighed for derbend, 
we faw a Russian veflcl flranded. We arrived there in 12 days, but 
" a great furf on the beach detained us on board till the 14th of Sep- 
“ tember ; we then went on Ihore to make a report of our cargo, and were 
‘‘ ordered by hussein ali beg the chief receiver of provifions, to take 
« all favourable opportunities to land it. The Russian and Armenian 
“ merchants were much offended at our fhips being employed by the 
PERSIANS, as it interfered with their intereft; and the conful threatened 
to complain of our condud to the court of Russia. 

“ September the 17th. The furf on the beach decreafing, I went on 
“ fhore in fearch of a proper place to land the cargo. The receiver 
HUSSEIN ALI BEG, with the RUSSIAN fecrctary, the interpreter, and fe- 
« veral perfons of diftindion on horfeback, were juft then arrived at the 
“ water fide. A running footman approached, and made figns to me to 
“ come to his mafter. I imagined he had fome orders to communicate 
“ with relation to our lading, but, to my infinite furprize, I no fooner 
“ drew near than they began to beat me with fticks in-a moft unmerci- 
“ ful manner, without alledging the leaft reafon for fuch behaviour. Af- 
“ ter they had knocked me down upon the beach, a fellow fat on rny 
“ head, fqueezing my face into the fand, fo that I was almoft fuffocated, 
** whilft two men continued to beat me on the back, till I was quite 
deprived of fenfe and motion. They then fuffered one of our men to 
« carry me off, not without two or three violent blows on the head, 
” which brought on a great effufion of blood. After this ad of barba- 
rity, it was obferved that the Russian interpreter made a low bow to 
** the receiver, who being now informed that I was not a Russian fub- 
“ jed, and confcious of his temerity, rode down to our boat and begged 
“ pardon for the injury he had done me. I was carried on board fpitting 
blood, and remained two months incapable of difcharging my duty. 
“ Captain elton who now commanded the Ihip, dilpatched his inter- 
prefer to the camp, to follicit his own affairs, and at the fame time to 
“ complain of my ill ufage. 


“ Septem- 
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“ September the 30th. Having difcharged our cargo we failed for lan- 
GARooD road, which we reached in nine days, and began to load a- 
« gain with rice for derbend. After (hipping our fecond cargo, and being 
tolerably recovered of my bruifes, I went tea rudizar, a village a- 
« bout 14 miles from langarood cove, in order to vidual- the (hip, for 
“ her voyage. Here we met with very civil treatment, but whether it 
" was becaufe we were chriftians, or for fome other reafon, they would 
not admit us into their houfes, fo that we were obliged to (leep in the 
market place j however they dreft victuals for us, and in all other re- 
“ fpeds were very obliging. In the evening we heard the found of mu- 
fic, the occalion of which was a wedding. The bride, the eldeft of 
“ the couple, was but twelve years old, being married thus prematurely 
“ to prevent her being taken away without noarriage. 

" December the yth.. After a very bad palTage, in which we loft our 
“ beft bower anchor, we arrived once more in derbend road. A great 
“ furf pn the beach detailed us' three nights on (hore, where we found 
“ every thing very naked and uncomfortable. The houfes were with- 
“ out beds or furniture, and fuel was fo fcarce as to be fold for the 
value of' three pence the pound. Here we found captain elton’s 
“ interpreter returned from the camp of nadir shah, who was about 
ten leagues to the north of this place. He had reprefented my, ill 
“ treatment to ali kouli khan the king’s nephew, who together with 
“ mustapha khan, the next in precedence, made a report of the af- 
“ fair to the shah. Hussein ali beg was^ immediately fent for from 
“ derbend, and deprived not only of his poft, but likevvife of all his 
“ effeds, even to his cloathsj and he received moreover at the picquet 
“ ■ 300 blows on his feet and back : in this deep difgrace he was ordered 
to return to derbend. Here he came to me, and throwing himfelf 
“ on his knees, begged I would ceafe from complaining, and as he had 
“ nothing left but his life, ^ that I would not purfue him to deftruc- 
tion. He confelied that he was fatally milled by the Russian fe- 
“ cretary, who under pretence of my being a fubjed of Russia, and of 
“ having committed an offence, had defired him to treat mein that cruel 

' , “ man- 
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“ manner. This excufe induced ali kouli khan to fave his life, and 
“ in a great meafure turned the edge of my refentment againfl. thofe ex- 
ecrable wretches who had been the caufe of his committing fuch an 
adl of inhumanity. 

“ The fuccelTor of hussein ali beg was aga nabie, a courteous 
perfon, who, either through refpedt or fear, fhewed himfelf very in- 
« duihrious in his new employment, and ready to give us all the affift*- 
ance in his power. Before we could land our cargo, a hard gale of 
“ wind came on at north north eaft, which foon broke our flieet anchor 
and drove us near the ftiore: in this extremity we were afraid to truR 
<* our all to the only anchor we had left, but cutting the fheet cable at 
the windlefs, with great difEculty we wore the fliip with the forefail and 
** foreftayfail, and cleared the breakers. We then ftretched off to fea, 
“ with a double reef’d mainfail, whicli foon fplit; but having a pretty good 
offing we furled the forefail, and lay to under a mainftayfail. In two 
“ days the gale abated, and the wind coming round to the fouthward, 
we returned to an anchor in the road. In our abfence two Russian 
veffels were ftranded. Not liking fo precaidous a fituation, we inime- 
" diately loaded our long-boat with rice j but unfortunately the water be- 
ing lower than ufual, the boat deep laden, and the fea running high, 
** ffie ftruck againft a rock that lay under water, and ftarted one of her 
“ bottom planks. With great difficulty by the help of near loo per- 
” siANS and Russians we got out the rice, and hauled her up on Ihore. 
“ In the interim the interpreter returned from the camp, and informed 
“ us that captain elton had received lingular honours from nadir shah. 
About midnight we were attacked by a gang of les gee robbers j but 
by the help of our arms, we repulfed them without any lofs. The next 
“ night thefe villains made a fecond attack upon our tents, in hopes of 
the booty they had before miffed. One of our Russian failors up- 
on watch -called to them in the Turkish language, and receiving 
“ no anlwer, fired at them j the reft of our people flying to their arms, 
a fkirmilh enliied, but no lofs was fuftained on our -fide. Thefe were 
roving tartars, who had left their horfes on the outfide of the north 

wall, 
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« wall, and crept through a hole under the baftions. The next day 
“ we traced them by their blood along the fnow to a conliderable dif- 
“ tance. - To prevent any future attack, we acquainted the governor of 
“ what had befallen us, who promifed to order a patrol of fifty horfe to 
« guard the walls during our continuance in diat place. 

“ January the 15th 1743. Captain elton returned from the camp 
“ metamorphofed into a compleat Persian, being drefled in a coat of ho- 
nour, a falh, and a cap, which were prefented him by the shah. In his 
“ turbant he wore a fmall roll of paper containing the decree, in which 
“ the honours granted him were exprefled; it being the Persian cuftom 
“ to wear the marks of the prince’s favour in the moft confpicuous man- 
“ ner. Mr. elton alfo received a prefent of five hundred crowns, and 
“ his interpreter one hundred. As a farther proof of this monarch’s 
“ good will towards us, a fevere piece of juftice was executed on hussein 
“ ALi beg: he was brought to the water-fide, where his nofirils were flit, 
“ and his ears cut oifj in this condition he was ordered to watch under 
“ the gallows near the fhore, as long as we ihould continue there. 

“ The RUSSIAN fecretary was likewife mortified, by being obliged to 
afk pardon for his cruelty. Accordingly, he difpatched his fervant with a 
“ prefent of fruit and wine for captain elton j and at the fame time de- 
fired to be permitted to come on board to beg fbrgivenefs for the injuries 
“ he had done us : But we faved him the trouble by weighing anchor 
“ before the rneflenger could return. 

“ February the ift. We weighed for baku, and a hard gale coming 
“ on, we loft our yawl from the ftern. The 6th. W e haul’d round ze- 
“ Loi ifland for baku bay : but the nights being dark, and the wind 
“ blowing diredlly off fhore, we were obliged to come to an anchor in 9 
“ fathom water, within two miles of the fhore, and yet could notdifcern 
“ the land, the weather being hazy. Hard gales of north eailerly winds 
“ drove us into 45 fathoms water, where a great fea obliged us to cut a- 
“ way the cable at the windlefs before we could wear the fhip : then we 
bor? away for langarood, and happily weathered out the florm. 

« The 
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The 12th. We anchored in jlangarood roaH, where we lay three 
“ days without the bar in no iinall danger ; when a favourable wind and 
“ fmooth water gave us an opportunity of running into the cove. Here we 
" were to refit againft th&fpring, in order to carry filk from reshd to 
“ ASTRACHAN. Jn the mean while I furveyed langarood cove and 
“ river, and the coafi: to the northward as far as the river sefiet rood, 
“ along the bottom of the bay. 

“ March the 25th, We left this place, but did not reach yerkie road till 
the' 1 8th of April j our palTage having been obftrufted by a great drift 
of ice on the Russian coaft. Here we performed 14 days quarantain, and 
“ then failed up to astrachan', where we faluted the governor with 
“ feven guns. Whilft I had been refitting at langarood, captain el- 
“ TON went to MAZANDERAN accompanied by a Persian officer. At 
their return they took my ffiip carpenter and detained him on fhore j a 
“ circumftance which excited the jealoufy-of the Russians. I delivered 
“ a prefent to the governor confiding of oranges and lemons, with feveral 
"forts of dried fruit, and 6 karboys y of Isfahan wine; all vffiich 
“ were immediately difpatched to court. I received orders to careen my 
“ ffiip, and forthwith to return to ghilan with the English goods 
which were arrived here. The 3 ifl of May we weighed anchor and 
on the 17th of June arrived in enzelle road, where we unloaded our 
cargo. Here I found captain elton, who acquainted me that the 

“ SHAH had ordered a furvey of the fouth eaft parts of the Caspian 
■“ fea.” 

The furvey here alluded to by captain woodroofe was the difeovery 
of BALKHAN, of which I havc already acquainted my reader. I ffiall now 
proceed to give fome account concerning the Caspian feain general, part- 
ly from my own obfervation, and partly from the relation of others who 
had the fame opportunity as my felf, and were more accurate judges in 
regard to this matter. 


f A PBRsiAN mcafurc. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

An account of the rijing-and falling of the Caspian fea, 

W HEN the RUSSIANS firft navigated the Caspian, which is fup- 
pofed to have been about the year 1556, they found only 5 feet 
water for near 9 leagues to the fouth and fouth eaft of chetirie bogorie. 
Petek the great in his expedition againft Persia in 1722, in the fame 
diftance found only 6 feet water, fo that he was obliged to fend his fleet 
of fniall veflels to feme diflance to take in their florcs. Near chetirie 
BOGORIE there is now 12 foot water; here it begins to be fait, as in the 
body of the fea, and not frefli as foine have imagined. I never could 
difeover that this fea abounds in filh; though captain woodroofe men- 
tions that he had feen a few fliurgeons off the ifland toleena. As to 
what is recorded in ancient fliory concerning the monflrous fifli of the 
CASPIAN, I imagine it to be fabulous. The volga and the yaeik in- 
deed are well known to be immenfely rich in filh j and it is faid that there 
is great plenty of herrings, falmon, and fturgeon in kislar river and 
the KURA. 

At fome diflance from the fliore we in vain endeavoured to find a bot- 
tom with a line of 450 fathoms. The water has rifen within 30 years 
very confiderably, and made great inroads on the Russian fide for about 
20 werfts between the mouth of the volga and astrachan, both on 
the eafl and weft fide of the great channel of this river. This has ren- 
dered the adjacent country extremely marfhy. Nor has this fea been more 
indulgent to the Persians, for it is confidently faid that in the beginning 
of this century the land for about 8 English miles on the fide of lan- 
GARooD river was dry, and well inhabited. This I the more readily believe, 
as the tops of fome houfes are yet feen where the water is feveral feet deep. 
The fame thing is reported of astr abac, where the inhabitants affirm that 
within tliefe 50 years the bay was fordable by afles, and now there is two 
fathom water. Captain wooroofe heard the fame alfo at balchan, fo 
VoL. I. U that 
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that it is no ways to be doubted that the great rivers volga, yaeick, 
lAMBA, SAMEUR, KURA, SEFiET ROOD , and Others of lefs note have 
emptied immenfs quantities of water, which the fun has not exhaled : and 
this alarms the inhabitants round the coaffc. 

The RUSSIANS affirm that in the lake karabo.'gaskoy to the north- 
wai'd of BALKHAN, there is a fubterraneous paffage, which has fucked in 
the boats that attempted the difcovery; but this account is flatly de- 
nied by the ogurtjoy iflanders, who ferved captain wooDRoorn as 
pilots, and afiurcd him that the deepeft part is but 8 fathoms. The lake 
is almofl; round, and near 8 leagues over, and as it abounds with excel- 
lent fifla, they conflantly keep two boats employed, fo that they may 
well be fuppofed to know every part of it. 

There is a tradition that the waters of the Caspian rife for 30 years, 
and for the fucceeding 30 fall off again j but neither can this account be 
reconciled. It feems to me that tlie fame law of nature, which every 
where elfe produces a continual change of this part of matter, by exhal- 
ing it in vapours, which form rain, hail, and fnow, not only to refreffi 
the earth, but to flipply the fprings of rivers, muff difpofe of thefe wa- 
ters here in the fame manner. It feems likewife that as this mediter- 
ranean lake is the grand refervoir of the vaft rivers, mountains, and tracks 
of land by which it is furrounded, it is alfo the refervoir from which thefe 
trafts are watered 3 and from whence the rivers that fall into it are fup- 
plied. Dodlor halley, I am told, has proved by very nice experiments 
•and calculations, that the vapour arifing from the fea is more than fuffi- 
cient to fupply all the rivers that flow into it. And it is not, I think, 
improbable, that the reaibn why the waters of the Caspian are rifen 
higher now than in the time of peter the great, is, that there have been 
rniore moderate fummers lince his time than before 3 by which means^ a 
,lefs quantity of water has been exhaled. 

There are a great number of rivers and rivulets which run into this 
fea, that are not laid down in the map (chap. XX. ) and alfo many towns 

and 
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and villages, particularly on the weftern coaft, which are llkewife not 
mentioned, being thought immaterial ; and the more fo as the land-chart 
of the coaft of the Caspian, which is introduced in the beginning of the 
fecond volume contains a more exadt account of them, according to the 
prefent ftate of the country, than perhaps any map extant, as I Ihall 
have occafion to mention more fully hereafter, 
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PART II. 

The author’s VOYAGE from asteachan 

to perrsia; 

WITH 

The SEVERAL ADVENTURES that befel him during 
his ftay in. that country. 

CHAP. XXV. 

author s voyage astrachan to Persia. His arrival at lan- 
GAROOD. Remar’ks on building jhips on the Caspian. He continues 
bis voyage to astrabad bay.^ with an inte?it to proceed to mcsched j 
. and writes to Mr, el ton to dijfuade him fro?n his military e?iicrprizcs. 

I T is now time to refume my own narration, which captain woon- 
roofe’s journal, and the account of the Caspian, have fo long inter- 
rupted. The loth of November 1743. The 100 bales of raw filk were 
now fent up the Volga from yerkie to astrachan and I impatiently 
expedted the arrival of my European caravan, which accordingly was 
brought aboard on the 12th. The carriers had been fo infolcnt, under 
the diredtion of a man. not much higher in rank than themfelves, that 
he was obliged to pro 'ure fome cossacks to attend him to zaritzen. 
The meafures I had ..nppily puifued to bring this caravan in time for the 
feafon, proved effedtual, whihl the other which I mentioned to have fet 
out a week earlier, was frozen up in the volga, and not brought to 
market till the next fpring. 

The governor of astrachan being alarmed at elton’s nroceedings, 
and f •■ding that this new trade began to grow offendve to his court, 
thought proper to put captain woodroope’s fliip under the fame reilric- 
tions as thofe of the Russian merchants. In order to prevent jealoufy, and 

com- 
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comply with the Russian regulations we had already given an account 
in ASTRACHAN of all the Ihip’s ftores j and there only we thought our- 
fclves accountable : but it was now demanded of me to give alfo an ac- 
count of thofe ftores to the conful in ghilan, and likewife a written 
obligation, that no British feaman fliould go into die shah’s fervice, 
or give any inftrudtions to his fubjedts. By this means we fliould be li- 
able to be arrefted at the pleafure of a Russian conful, though out of 
the RUSSIAN dominions. But as things were thus circumflanced, and as 
an order had been fent down to yerkie not to fuffer the fhip to depart 
without this obligation from me j I refolved to fign it ; which I did 
however in the following terms. “ With a proteft that 1 wdll not be ac- 
“ countable either in my perfon or eftate, any longer than I fliall volun- 
“ tarily remain in Persia, or at astrachanj and no further than is con- 
“ fiftent with the conditions of the treaty of commerce fubfi fling between 
“ the crowns of great Britain and Russia j becaufe I conceive from 
“ the contents of the faid treaty, that I am not fubjedt or accountable to 
“ any Russian conful or minifter, in any place out of the dominions of 

her imperial majefty.” 

I had no conception how we could carry on a trade under flich con- 
ditions.* It was indeed our duty as merchants, to fupport a good under- 
flanding with the Russians in persia> ^.s far as confiflent with the 
freedom eflential to the fupport of our ovm interell; j but beyond this was 
in effedl to give up our commerce. The Russians about ten years before 
had evacuated ghilan, and as they were the only navigators of the Cas- 
pian, their merchants were jealous of our enjoying any privileges inde- 
pendent of the RUSSIAN jurif-lidtioii : befides, they had acquired great in- 
fluence in GHILAN during the confufed fliate of affairs under nadirs 
ufurpation j fb that upon the whole it appeared very plain to me, that 
the BRITISH CASPIAN trade in general was entirely againft the inclinations 
of the RUSSIANS. 

Matters being thus accommodated with the governor of astrachan, 
I only waited for a fair wind, which I was the more anxious about, fear- 
ing that fome frefli difficulty might arife from the alarms which elton’s 

under- 



i6o VOYAGE FROM ASTRACHAN Part II. 

undertaking had given in Russia. For though I covered over the wound 
for the prefent, yet it was not poffible for me to heal it i efpecially as it 
broke out afreih upon every little incident. 

The 19th of November, After fo many days expeftation I concluded 
that the wind and water would favour us at laft j but I had not enter- 
tained the lead fufpicion of being arrefted by the winter. We had in- 
celfant cold winds for feveral days from the north weft, to fuch a degree 
that we were at length frozen up. This was a fevere llrokc which I was 
not prepared for, but there was no remedy : I turned my thoughts there- 
fore how to ad, fuppofmg my voyage had been prevented ; for tlie maf- 
ter of the flnp laid it was very uncertain whether we lliould be able to 
get away that year ; but the next day, to my great joy, the ice broke up 

by the rifing of the water, which at the fame time brought a depth of 9 
feet on the bar. 

The 2 2d. We got out to fea with a fair wind j The 29th we were be- 
calmed about ten leagues from the fouth well bottom. The ftupendous 
mountains which appeared from thence llruck me with great furprizc •, 
for although they were at a great dillance, yet their magnitude far exceed- 
ed any thing I had ever feen in Europe. 

The 3d of December I arrived in langarood bay. The mailer of ' 
the Ihip informed me that Mr, el ton was removed from reshd to lan- 
garood, to attend the maritime affairs in which he had engaged him- 
felf. I fent to acquaint him of my arrival j upon which he came on 
board, and conducting me a lliore, gave me as polite a reception as the 
jealoufy, which it was natural for him to entertain of jne, would permit. I 
delivered to him a pair of pillols of exquifite workmanfliip, mount- 
ed with gold, and feme other curious things which he had wrote for at 
the defire of ali kouli khan the shah’s nephew : he was follicitpus 
of cultivating a good correfpondence with this perfon, apprehending that 
he would be one day king, which really happened four years afterwards. 

Mr. ELTON s habitation at langarood was about 8 English miles 
from the Ihore, in the midH of a wood furrounded with marllies, 

where 
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where the roads were hardly praflicabie. It flood near the foot of a lof- 
ty mountain open only to the fea j this intercepted the pafTage of the air, 
and rendered the place extremely unwholfome. As gkilan* is generally 
efteemed the fink of Persia, fo langaPvOod is confidered as the fink 
of GiiiLAN. But as this was the’ rainy feafon of tlie year, which ren- 
dered all parts equally moill, we were not fenfible of any particular in- 
convenience. I Ipent feven days with this gentleman, during which in- 
terval we difeourfed largely in relation to the Caspian trade. We had 
many pleafant defigns for the improvement of it ; but in general the pro- 
fpedt was gloomy. 


NADIR SHAH had for fome time formed a defign of building fhips on 
the CASPIAN j to this he was induced not only by the unfettled ftate of 
his country, but alfo by a particular inclination of conquering the lesgee 
TARTARS, thofe brave mountaineers who had hitherto withftood the 
numerous forces of Persia. He faw plainly that it would be impoffible 
to fupport an. army in that quarter without a foreign fupply of provi- 
fions, which muft neceflarily be brought to him by fea ; and he could not 
be ignorant of the inconfiftency of demanding fhips of the Russians, 
whofe intereft it was to afTiR; rather than opprefs the lesgees, their moun- 
tains being fo fecure a barrier to Russia. The turkuman tartars 
on the eaftern coaft had by frequent incurfions excited the shah’s refent- 
ment j but their fandy and inholpitable country could be attempted only 
by water. The ambition of fliaring the trade and fovereignty of the Cas- 
pian might alfo be a concurring inducement. This however is certain, 
that by his ambafladors whom he had fent a few years before into Rus- 
sia, he demanded fhip-carpenters of that court. The anfwer was, that 
the emprefs had no other carpenters than foreigners, who had contradted 
to ferve the government in Russia, fo that fhe had no authority to fend 
them to any other country. 


Indeed the Persians now imagined, that Mr, el ton did not really in- 
tend to build ftiips, but only to amufe the shah for the accompliihment 


* This chara6ler alludes to the low marfhy parts of it. 
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of fotne particular defign. But elton was very much in earneft, and 

atelf dihicultics. It is eafy 
g under opprefBons, would 
be extremely rcluflant in fubmi-.tir.g to an additional burthen of taxes 
in regard to maritime aflairs, of wiiich they were intirely ignorant. The 
peafants were iiot only obliged to iabour, but to furnilli materials. Ma- 
ny were compelled to leave the cultivation of their rice and filk, which' 
was familiar to them, in order to undertake this laborious and ungrateful 
emplovnient. This induced numbers to run away almoft as foon as they 
were brought to die new fliip-yard ; to which they were die more tempt- 
ed, as the indiferetion of feveral of the Persian officers was often the 
occalion of tiieir being left without provifions. The puniflinient ordina- 
rily inflided on thefe poor wretches, was to be nailed by the ear to the 
ftern-poft of a fliip, and after they had flood fome hours, a motion being 
made at them wdth a battle-ax, they drew back their heads, and tore 
open the wound. 


proved himfelf capable of f-'rmc.-ntmg ciic gre 
to conceive that the Persians u.. ' a^.ly groanin 


Mr. ELTON had found good timber in ghIlan and the adjacent pro- 
vinces } but the badnefs of the roads made it hardly pradicable to bring 
it to the fpot. In mazanderan there is iron ore ; but they had no 
anchor-fmiths, fo that Mr. elton was obliged to fifh for the anchors 
which the Russian s during a courfe of years had lofl on th.e coafl. Sail- 
cloth he made of cotton, and cordage of flax j but his greatefl want was 
that of carpenters. He had indeed colledled a few Indians, with fome 
RUSSIAN renegadoes, and had one English fhip- carpenter, whom he 
had inveigled to leave captain woodroofe’s fhip. Thus he contended 
with numerous and almofl infuperable difficulties j but he had a fpirit equal 
to the mofl arduous enterprize. 


I found him however labouring under fome anxious thoughts, which, 
I concluded, arofe from his circumftanc.s at that time. I exprefled my 
fears of the confequeiices of his engagement •, and though I did not then 
enter into them fo deeply as afterwards j yet I pointed out many capital 
inconveniences which I apprehended. 


It 
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It is no wonder that a man of an enterprizing genius (hould expeft to 
derive honour and reputation from the favour of a prince : and it is a 
well known property of ambition to defpife difficulties in purfuit of a 
favourite objedt. It was eafy to perceive the growing joy in Mr. elton’s 
bread: ; but whatever he might imagine, the more intelligent Persians 
looked on themfelves as happy, in proportion to their obfcurity and dif- 
tance from the fovereign 3 and, on the other hand, they rated their mife- 
ry according as neceffity obliged them to feek their bread, and the preca- 
rious tenure of life, under a tyrant and ufurper. 


The accounts of travellers are full of the ingratitude and difregard, 
which the Persian kings have always (hewn to European chriftians, 
whom they confider as idolaters and unclean. To depend on the 
fmiles even of a lawful king in Persia, is a fituation by no means de- 
firable 3 but under fo oppreffive an ufurper as nadir, mud: have proved 
extremely precarious. I wifhed however, for Mr. elton’s fake, 
that all might go well 3 and what we wilh we are fometimes apt to be- 
lieve, even againd general experience. I was the more ealily deceived 
Into a perfuafion that the Russian jealoufy might fubfide3 becaufe Mr. el- 
ton reprefented his conduct as fubfervient to the promotion of the trade. 

The reader mud have already obferved, that one great inducement to 
open the Caspian trade, was the hopes of edablilhing a new branch from 
astrabad to MESCHED, from whence Mr. elton conceived it pradti- 
cable, to extend it to the northern cities of the mogul’s empire. It 
now fell to my lot to attempt the execution of this defign. I had brought 
with me the value of 5000 1 . in woolen goods, for which I found there 
was no market in ghilan', fo that my prefence there would be of little 
or no ufe. My curiolity therefore, which indeed was one defign of my 
journey, induced me to go farther. Though Mr. elton bad already 
procured the shah’s exprefs decree, ordering that fafe condudt fhould 
be given us where-ever we might happen to travel within his dominions 5 
dill I was fo far alarmed by the vicinity of the turkuman tartars to 
astrabad, that I did not chufe to venture till I had made the ftridteft 

VoL. I. X incluiryi 
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inquiry 5 the refult of which was this, that the country was full of fol- 
diers, and I might have what guard I pleaied in cafe of danger. 

The tempeftuous weather which had detained me for foine days now 
abating j the loth of December I took my leave of Mr. elton, and 
went down the creek. The flhp was at anchor out of fight of land, and 
the wind blew very frefh j we had but a crazy boat rowed by Persians, 
W'ho are generally as unfldlful as timorous, fo that it was with reludlance 
I ventured to fea j but we foon got fight of the fhip, and happily reach- 
ed her. 

Immediately we weighed, and direaed our courfe to astrabad. As 
we fleered eaflward the fky brightened, and the air became gentle and 
warm, not unlike the weather there is fometimes about the fame latitude 
in EUROPE, fuch as the Portuguese call St. martin’s fummer. We 
were four days in fight of the great mountain demoan, which is faid 
to be 30 leagues within land. At the diftance of 4 or 5 leagues from 
the fhore, we could difldnguifh it very plain riling in form of a pyramid. 
The iSth of December we arrived in astrabad bay *, into which 
the river korgan runs, after wafhing the banks of the defert of turku- 
MANiA. Here, as in other parts of the Caspian, the fea has made great 
inroads, fo that in many places the trunks and whole bodies of trees lay 
on the fhore, and make it as difficult of accefs, as its appearance is wild 
and inhofpitable. I took the hrft opportunity of writing to Mr. el- 
ton, not only to inform him of my fafe arrival, but to confirm by let- 
ter the fentiments I had delivered in our laft difeourfe. 

astrAbad-bay, December 1743. 

“ T Have the pleafure to acquaint you of my having proceeded thus far, 
■“ X in confcquence of the afluranceyou have given me that I fhould find 
all neceffary affiflance in the execution of our defign. I have inquired, 
“ of the people what kind of merchandize- have been fenr ^y. 

** rout to mesched ? They anfwer, none; their caravans from hence 
being compofed only of devotees, who go td worfhip in that city. Whe- 

* Often called kondacosak bay. 
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“ ther the paffage of fuch caravans is any argument for the fafety of 
“ merchandize, is what I cannot determine. 

“ I would fain fay fomething to you on the painful fubjedt of our 
« trade with regard to Russia j but you underftand it fo well, and have 
“ fo juft a concern for the intereft of your country, as well as of your 
“ employers, that I think it unneceffary to intrude any repetition of what 1 
“ have fo earneftly recommended. It is an objeft of no fmall confe- 
** quence to preferve the favour of the shah ; but we muft not buy it at 
“ fo dear a rate as the refentment of the Russians. For all the oratory in 
the world will not prevent their confidering you as the chief inftrument 
“ of the shah’s maritime enterprize, which, in whatever light it may 
“ appear to us, they will certainly deem injurious to their intereft. 

“ You know very well what written obligations were required of me in 
“ ASTRACHAN, and in what manner I was obliged to comply with them; 
“ otherwife you had not feen this Ihip again on the Persian coaft : and 
“ now I muft fhow all poffible regard to thofe engagements. It is my 
“ hearty defire to reconcile thefe difficulties, and make all parties eafy; but 
“ to this purpofe it is neceflary you fhould adt with me in concert. I am 
“ fincerely. Sir, 

Your, &c.’' 


CHAP.' XXVI. 

Tbe author arrives at astrabad ba^. Hhe inbahitanfs alarmed^ taking his 
Jhip to he a pirate. An account of bay. He reaches astra- 

bad with bis caravan. 

O UR fliip was now anchored in three fathom water, at the diftancc 
of 1 ^ mile from thefliorej when I difpatched an Armenian fer- 
vant to know if I might land my goods with fafety ; he foon returned, 
but without obtaining any information. We faw many fires in difi!erent 
places near the ffiore, and upon the mountains j thefe were made with an 
intent to alarm the inhabitants for fear of a furprize, as they took us for 
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pirates. The people on this coail: liaving been often plundered by the 
OGURTJOY and Russian pirates, and feeing fo large a veffel at anchor in 
their road, were under great apprehenflons. The 20th, The weather 
continuing very delightful, I went a (liore. The flumps of trees and flial- 
lows made it difiicult for a long-boat to land nearer than 20 yards. The 
peafants being at length fatisfied that we were friends, and come with 
merchandize, received us on the fhore, and conduded us by many 
crooked paths through a thick wood to a fmall village. - The people are 
fwarthy, but their features regular, and in general they are inclined to a 
delicacy in their make. I fent my Armenian interpreter with my com- 
pliments to MAHOMMED ZAMON BEG, the gOVemor of ASTRABAD, with 
orders alfo to provide neceffaries for the frefli package of my cloth, for I 
intended to make proper bales for camel and horfe carriage. After this 
I returned on board. 

The 2 1 ft. The fun was rifen above an hour before it was vifible to us 
on board thefhipj fuch was the ftupendous height of the mountains. 
In the evening the Armenian returned from the city, which is about 8 
hours diftance : The governor affured us of his protedion j but charged 
me in a particular manner not to repofe any confidence in the peafants in 
the neighbourhood of the coaft. The dews here fall heavy j and the heat 
of the fun under the mountains is produdive of colds and aguifh pains. 
The 24tb, I was vifited by naseer aga, a Persian officer, who had 
been recommended to me as a perfon of great probity and intereft in that 
country : he made us an offer of his houfe at astrabad, which I ac- 
cepted, and affured him of the fenfe I had of my own happinefs in the 
civility and kindnefs of fo generous a friend. Naseer aga was accom- 
panied by MYRzA MAHOMMED, a grave old man, who having made a 
pilgrimage to Mecca, and fpent a great part of his fortune in honour of 
MAHOMMED, was dignified with the title of hahdgee * j he had alfo a 
reputation for wifdom, and was often appealed to in controverfies. He 
had been rich j but the common lot of the Persians under the tyranny 
of NADIR, deprived him of his wealth. His office now was to colledl 
taxes in the jurifdidlion of the province. 

t This title is given to all thofe who have made this pilgrimage. 
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The 25th, Being chriftmas-day, I excufed the feamen from working 
at the package of cloth, and prevailed on them to hear prayers and a 
fermon. English feamen, of all mankind, feem the moft indifferent 
with regard to religious duties j but their indifference is not more the ef- 
fed: of want of refledion, than the irreligious carelefsnefs of their leaders. 
It is not to be imagined they would fight lefs, if they prayed more j at 
leaft we find the praying warriors in Cromwell’s days fought as if they 
were fure of becoming faints in heaven. Certain it is our feamen do not enter- 
tain the fame impreffions of religion as the common run of labouring people. • 

The next day our fliip was in no fmall danger of being burnt. A- - 
bout eighty pounds of raw cotton, intended for the fecure package of 
the bales, was laid in the fleerage. By the carelefsnefs of one of the 
feamen it took fire, and was with difficulty extingulfhed. I was afleep 
in the cabin, and almoft fuffocated with the fmoke } our danger was the 
greater, as the fire was about the powder-cheft : however it pleafed pro- 
vidence that no harm was done, except burning the hands and faces of 
fome of the failors, which the application of burnt oil foon removed. 
At night the woods on the mountains took fire, and the wind feeding 
the flame, made a frightful blaze, which extended feveral miles. The 
hlafl; came off the ftiore, infomuch that our butter ran like oil. There 
had been a bright fun, and no rain, for twenty days, fo that it was with 
difficulty the peafants diverted the current of the flame, and faved their 
villages. This accident was occafioned by a cuftom of burning the rufhes 
on the coafl, with a view to deftroy the infedls that breed in them, and 
to make a free palTage for the air. 

The different currents which meet in the road, -and the eddies of wind 
obliged us often to new lay our anchors j in other refpedts this harbour is 
very fafe. The 28th, Having finifhed the package of 1 1 6 bales, we pre- 
pared to go on fhore. My Armenian interpreter now began to exprefs his 
fears of the danger we fhould be expofed to in our intended journey to me- 
scHED. He had already, in fome former rebellions, been robbed in that 
city of goods to a confiderable value, and partly from age, and partly 
from conflitution, was of a timorous difpofition. What he faid made 

there- 
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therefore but little impreffion upon me, efpecially as he had been filent till 
now, and did not point out any particular danger. The 29th, hahdgee 
MYRZA MAHOMMED, who had already offered his fervices, received or- 
ders from the governor of the province to fupply us with ,a guard, and to 
entertain me in his houfe. Accordingly we landed the bales, and with- 
. out waiting the uncertain arrival of the governor, who had intimated a 
defign of vifiting the fliip, I refolved to vifit him firft. 

The 2d of January 1744, Hazy weather, and other incidents, pre- 
vented the profecution of our journey till this day. We pitched our tent 
on the Ihore, and colledted all the people who were to convey the caravan. 
TheHAHDGEE fcnt me an invitation to come to his houfe, and his fon vvho 
came with the meffage, affured me in a complimental ftrain, that his father 
would kill him, if he returned without me. However, I excufed my- 
felf till the next day, relblving to remain in my tent. One of the company 
fung an extempore fong, confifting moftly of welcomes, and fulfome com- 
mendations, intended as a greater mark of civility to us as ftrangers and 
.EUROPEANS. When this was done, they eat their pleo, which they finifh- 
ed in a much fhorter time than a table can be laid for a polite entertainment 
-in EUROP E . As they had broken timber in great abundance, they made 
large fires, round which they' danced, and feemed to be in high joy. The 
evening being advanced, they performed their exercifes of devotion. The 3d 
the SHACKALLs in the woods bark’d and howl’d fo much during the 
night, that it is very difficult for perfons unufed to fuch mufic to receive 
the refrefhment of fleep. In the morning we broke up our little camp, 
the HARD gee’s brother, and his two fons, attended us with feveral horfes, 
of which I took only one for myfelf, and another for my interpreter. 
The number of carriers exceeding that of the loads, I could not reftrain 
them from feizing them, in as hoftile a manner as Hungarian hus- 
sars would have pillaged the baggage of a marshal of France : and 
indeed I was for fome time at a lofs, if they did not mean fome- 
tliing of that nature in good earneft. From the fhore to the high road 
.there are many narrow paths, with broken and decayed bridges, and fe- 

Commonly called jackalls, which referable foxes. It is faid the barking of thefe animals once 
.alarmed the whole Russian army in ghilan. ' 
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veral ditches made by the flowing of the water from the mountains. In 
about eight hours we arrived fafe at the city, the carriers making but one 
flop on the way to perform their devotions. The firft objed which 
fliruck my eyes upon entering the gates, was a large fppt of ground ap- ■ 
propriated to the burial of the dead. 


CHAP. XXVII. 

^he beharuiotir of the governor to the author at astrabad. Defcription of 
the PERSIAN manner of fmoaking. The fithjiance of feveral converfa- - 
tions with perfons of rank in that city. 

T he 4th of January, HAHDG EE myrza mahommed, and feveral ’. 

others, came tO' vifit me, ^nd advifed me to fell part of my cara- 
van in that city. This was not pradicable in any quantity, nor confiflrent ' 
with my defign of going to mesched. The 5th, As I had not yet 
provided an equipage neceflary to make a proper appearance before the ; 
governor, naseer aga, in whofe houfe I was lodged, lentmeahorfe 
handfomely caparifoned, and infifted on my taking his fervants as well as 
my own, to attend me. The prefent I had prepared for the governor, , 
confifting of feveral cuts of fine cloth, and loaves of fugar, was laid on - 
a large tea-board, and carried in before me. He was attended by feveral . 
perfons of the beft diftindtion in the city, particularly by mahommed 
HA ssAN BEG fon of the late fatey ali khan, mahommed khan 
BEG, and SADOC AGA j the two laft were the fons of khans in favour with 
the SHAH. They all rofe at my coming in, and defired me to take my place; , 
but obferving I could not accommodate myfelf to their manner, the go- 
vernor ordered a chair, and bid me welcome to Persia ; adding this hy- - 
perbolical compliment, that the city of astrabad was now mine to ' 
do what I pleafed with it. I returned my thanks, and aflhred him of 
the great fatisfadtion I enjoyed in being received into the protedtion of a ' 
perfon of his charadter and authority : that I apprehended this was the ■ 
firft attempt the English merchants had ever made to convey ' 
merchandize into the interior parts of Persia by this rout; and I . 
was therefore the more concerned to provide with all pofiible atten- 
tion . 
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tioii for a quick and fecure pafTage at an eafy expcpcc : that he 
knew very well the shah had been picaiLd to grant the English mer- 
chants the moft favourable decrees in relation to their trade in all parts of 
his dominions, and it depended on him to fee his majefty’s pleafurc exe- 
cuted on this occaHon. I tlicn demanded of him if the paflage to me- 
.SCHED was fafe ? He anfwercd in the alTiraMtivc, and that I might be af- 
fured nothing in his power fliould be neglcdcd to render it fo j and 
that he would fend four choice foldiers with me, who f lould he bound 
for the fafe delivery of our caravan at mesche'd. I thanked iiim, and 
begging to be honoured with his commands, took my leave. 

Common gratitude now called on me to pay my refpeds to naseek 
AGA, of whofe humanity and politenefs I had received fuch fignal proof. 
This old man had been a companion of nadir, when lie was the chief of 
a party of robbers in the neighbouring mountains. He now feemed too 
good a man for nadir’s purpofe, and the ijicdiotriLy of his fortune and 
ambition had fecured him from mof: of thol'c calamities which were com- 
mon even to favourites. His hoary bcaid gave a venerable air to his per- 
fon, and a manly chearfulncfs, joined to an amiable affurance, graced his 
words. .There is a reverence due to age, which by long experience fre- 
quently compenfates for the lofs of Juvenile endowments ; whilft health, 
good nature, and ftrength of underRanding, produce many of the facial 
enjoyments of life. I'he old man rcce.wed me witli great marks of 
kindnefs, and font for thofc mailer- carriers, who might probably engage 
to convey my caravan to mesched. Plere I f rft received a proof of that 
cunning and equivocating difpolition, which diftinguillics the modern 
PERSIANS, and was a prologue to that tragic feene, wherein I had foon 
after fo great a fliare. It M'as impcfi'blc to fix them to any thing j and 
finding they trifled, I took my leave for that time. 

The yth, I was vifited by feveral of the principal men of that place, 
who came out of curiofity, or perhaps with a dark defign. They made 
their ccji'.i'liniei:: by putting their hand on their breall, and bowing their 
head. 'Ihofe who arc more familiar, prefs the palm of your hand be- 
Iween the palms of both theirs, and then raife them to their forehead, to 

exprefs 
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exprefs the high and cordial relpedl they have for your perfon. Moil of 
my vihtors behaved with an air of importance, and fpoke very little ; af- 
ter fitting and fmoaking the caallean for a few minutes, they took their 
leave. 

The PERSIANS are extremely fond of tobacco ; fome of them draw the 
fmoke in fo prodigious a quantity, that it comes out of their nofes. The 
caallean uled in fmoaking is a glafs velTel refembling a decanter, and filled 
about three parts with water. Their tobaceo is yellow, and very mild, com- 
pared with that of AMEracA ; being prepared with water and made into 
a ball, it is put into a filver utenfil not unlike a tea- cup, to which there 
is a tube affixed that reaches almofl to the bottom of the vefiTel, There 
is another tube fixed to the neck of the vefiTel above the water j to this 
is fallencd a leathern pipe, through which they draw the fmoke j and as 
it pafies through the water, it is cool and pleafant. The Persians for 
many ages have been immoderately fond of the caallean. shah abas the 
GREAT made a law to punifh this indulgence with death ; but many 
chofe to forfake their habitations, and to hide themfelvcs in the rqountains, 
rather than be deprived of this infatuating enjoyment. Thus this prince 
could not put a flop to a cuflom, which he confidered not only as unna- 
tural, and irreligious, but alfo aa attended with idlenefs and unnecefiary 
expence. 

I entertained fome of my guefls according to their own manner with 
fwcet meats, of which they took a little, and gave the remainder to their 
fervants } thefe are often fo numerous that a treat of this kind will cofl lo 
or 12 crowns. This cuflom, abfurd and expenfive as it appeared to me, 
had fomething of the air of hofpitality in the perfon entertaining. I 
could not but confider it as much lefs inconfiflcnt than that which prevails 
in fome parts of Europe, where almofl every man’s fervant is bribed by 
his mailer’s guefl, for doing his duty j where every guefi: is a Have to the 
fervant, by fubmitting to a compulfive tax, which even the fovereign has 
no authority to impofe j where every one complains of the abufe, and, 
as a proof of the flavery, is obedient to it, except a few, who having 
been free in countries of flavery, will not be Haves in a free country. 

VoL. I. ' y 
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Is it not abfurd to the higheft degree that the greateft lord of the 
land, fhall meanly look on, and fee his fervants, rapacious by his autho- 
rity, wring from the hard hands even of pcafants, their {lender fupport ? 
Is it not abfurd that gentlomon of fmall fortunes fhould be guilty of the 
folly of giving away their money as if they were rich 5 or be obliged to 
confefs to menial fervants that they are not rich ; or exclude themfelves 
from the company of their opulent friends, whofe houfes, even where 
there has been an appearance of a generous invitation, are oftentimes no- 
thing more than difagrecable and expenfive inns ? Is it not abfurd, in fine, 
that a ftrange corruption of manners fhould induce almoft every mailer 
to contrafl; with his fervant, that the greateft part of his wages lhall be 
paid him by his neighbours j though his own expences are by this means 
not only increafed, but alfo rendered impertinent and vexatious j whilfl fer- 
vants, on the other hand, become extravagant, in confequence of thefe prepo- 
flerous revenues, and their morals fpoiled by the folly of their mailers ? 

To return to my flory. Having agreed at length upon a price for 
17 camels and 62 horfes at 7 ^ crowns per bale, I advanced to the car- 
riers a fmall part of the money, as carneft. But I foon found that it is a 
frequent pradtice for the Persians to recede from their agreements and 
when any decifion can be obtained in fuch cafes, the vcrdidl is ufually 
given in favour of thofe who appear to have the worfc fide, or have en- 
gaged to execute more than is convenient for them to perform : fo that 
I could have but very little dependance on this contradt. 

My good friends naseer aga and the haiidgee made me avifit, and 
brought feveral other perfbns with tliem. Their bufinels was to enquire 
if I believed Jesus Crrist to be the fon of God ; intimating this to 
be the perfuafion of Christians, and without waiting long for an an- 
fwer, they pronounced me an idolater. My interpreter, who was him- 
felf a CHRISTIAN, was a litde llartled, and afked me what anfwer he 
fliould make. I told him, that I was not come there to enter into reli- 
gious controverfies with mahommedans j who without doubt would 
remain in their own faith, as I hoped to do in mine : however if he 
pkafed he might gratify their curiofity, and tell them that I believed Je- 
sus 
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sus Christ to be the fon of God j leaving him to give what further 
account of my religion, he might think proper upon the principles men- 
tioned in the next chapter, being the refult of fi'equent difcourfes and 
rcfledlions to which this enquiry gave occafion. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 

Idolatry heing imputed to the author^ he attempts to defefid chrijlianity. His 

?iotions of religmi. 

T O form an adequate notion of religion we muft begin with adam. 

God, amidft the boundlefs glories of his creation, made man, 
compounded of an animal body and a rational foul. Whether we trace 
him to his original, or confider him in his prefent cii'umftances, he muft 
have been taught what is necellary to him, in regard to the great ends of 
providence in his conftitution. Where his knowledge ceafes is not ob- 
vious i but what the proper objedls of his powers are, is plainly deducible 
from this, that he is loft in a labyrinth, when he attempts to challenge 
the divine artificer, why his workmanfliip is fo compounded , or by what 
fecret laws this union was made fo wonderful and amazing in all it’s parts? 

It is evident to us that for ends known to the eternal wifdom, and in 
fome degree obvious to us, he made freedom elTential to human na- 
ture. By an almoft univerfal confent of mankind, it is acknowledged, 
that, in confequence of this freedom, man has fwerved from the 
original law of his nature, and by following the dictates of his infe- 
rior faculties in preference to his reafon, he has confequently dif- 
obeyed the divine law. His nature being thus corrupted, he could no 
longer enjoy the happinefs adapted to his original frame. When men 
talk as if they had two natures, the one pure, the other corrupted, the 
dodtrine ferves only to perplex the enquiry. We know, and to our for- 
row feel, that our nature, our one nature, as it came out of the hands 
of it’s maker, is become corrupted : nor can we with confiftency fay, 
that any vice is natural, without injuring the author of nature, who cer- 
tainly intended the univerfiil happinefs of his creatures. But vice unde- 

y a niably 
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riably produces mifery, and coiif.querrly ii. not natural to man. Per- 
haps there is no word id'cd in I'o loi.ie and indefinite a lenio as that of na- 
ture. To fay a thing is natural, according to nature, or agreeable to the 
courfc of nature, mult certainly convey the fame idea, and are terms 
which ought by no means to be u!ed without a fcnle of him who is the 
Jirfl caufe, and lias the courlc and government of nature in his hands. 

The iK^don wc ought to fonn of nature at large, with regard to the 
difpolition made by one fupreme and intelligent being, mufl be intircly 
analogous to that rule of government whieh can alone fupport the moral 
excellence and dignity of human nature ; which is plainly the end of chrif- 
tianity. What man, with the grcatefl ftrctch of human reafon, can fug- 
geft to himfelf fo admirable a plan of government ; or fucli noble motives 
to adlion, as that ruling principle, the love of one fupreme and felf- 
exiftent being, the great creator and I'upporter of all things 

The love of man is next in dignity to that of con, and in die opera- 
tions of the mind mufl. precede, as being the fcalc by wliich we afeend 
to heaven. Man confidered as the mold ex'ccllcnt work of the vifible 
world, theexprefs image of his maker, and the heir of immortal happinefs, 
mufl; ever demand the higheft attention. How little in \'aluc is the ma- 
terial compared with the intcllcdlual world? The voice of god, as well 
as reafon, proclaim the vafl fuperiority. And what arc all the cxtcrjials of 
majefty, what the charms of beauty, or the pride of w'calth, but the en- 
joyments of a moment ? But the love of man is commenfurate with eter- 
nity, nor is he lefs an objedt of this love, for having deviated from his 
original perfeddion j fince all men are the fame ; and this feems to have 
confdituted, as a counterpoife to our corruption, a paffion as ftrong as any 
in the human breafl: ; I mean compaflion. Can we confider god, or 
man, in any view not confiftent with this principle, without deviating 
from nature? 

If the nature of man is to be rational, and if reafon teaches that obe- 
dience to his maker is his highefl felicity, it muft alfo teach, that dif- 
obedience is his greateld mifery. That man has paffions and appetites 

which 
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which oppolb reafon, is obvious i but it is equally true, that the nature of 
thel'e, in the great order of things, is to be fubfervient to reafon. Our 
eyes were certainly given us to fee ; but our reaibn was as furely given 
us that we might fliut thofe eyes when the objedt is dangerous either to 
our moral or animal nature; nor can there be any plea of ignorance a- 
gainll this dodlrine : for the almighty has certainly written a law upon 
men’s minds ; and whatever his wifdom required fliould be done, exclu- 
clulive of this mental law, he has, at different periods of time, made 
known to mankind. 


If God has originally taught man a law witla refpedt to his condudf, 
and by making him a focial being, continued to him the means of that 
KNOWLEDGE ; it IS uot natural for man to be ignorant of that which his 
maker requires of him : On the contrary, it was an unnatural rebellion 
againd: the almiglity that introduced the ignorance which exifted before 
the coming of a favicur ; a Rate of ignorance at that time confequently 
was not the Rate of nature : but more indubitably it is not fo now. 

Before the promulgation of the gofpel, men who walked by the light 
which they then h.ul, could not be accountable for more : even before 
the JEWISH difpenliition, in confequence of the knowledge men firft had 
of a fupreme being, they preferved fome notions of one God, and of 
moral duties, as produdtive of happinefs, and fuitable to the dignity of 
their natures ; and this I apprehend we generally call natural religion. 
Ilouvvcr v/o do not ufually call that the religion of nature, which hardly 
appears to be any religion at all, or at bed; is only a rule injurious to the fo- 
ciety. But fuppoling the common term natural religion to be ap- 
plicable in any degree to the mod; ignorant favages, that muft be the word: 
religion, (for here there may be degi-ees in this general notion) which is 
furthed removed from the happinefs of the fociety. Man, who is a fo-. 
cial creature, adls unnaturally in proportion as he negledts the prefervation 
of focicty. This notion will alfo lead us to the great doft ine of chriftia- 
nity, and the beneficence of the fupreme being, demonflrated in that dif- 
penfation, fo powerfully operating with the original plan of moral go- 
vernment. 


Now 
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Now let an unprejudiced mahommedan be rightly informed what the 
precepts of chriftianity teach, and examine if the pradtice of the chriftian 
religion is not the ftate mofl: agreeable to tlie true nature of man, as de- 
ducible from his conftitution. And if the chiiftian religion is agreeable 
to virtue, or rather the true llandard of It, wc are reduced to the necef- 
fity of acknowledging, either that both the chriillan religion and virtue in 
general are unnatural, or that vice is unnatural j unlefi, with regard to 
nature, W’e confound the diftindtion of virtue and -^'ice, and make them 
one and the fame ihing. Nothing is plainer than this dodlrine ; but I 
believe nothing has done more harm to tlie caufe of religion than in- 
attention to it ; for by imputing vice to nature, which is commonly 
' done, we enervate that deteftation which arifes in the human breaft upon 
the mention of thofe things which we denominate unnatural. Me- 
thinks I ouglit to blulh at the indignity which I offer to the common 
fenfe of my reader j but when he conlidcrs that many who mean well, 
and think clearly in mofl of the concerns of life, are notwithftanding ex- 
tremely biaffed in their judgments in this point j he will think an apology 
needlefs. 

The fallacy feems to lie in this, that nature, and the corruption of na- 
.ture are for the mod: part confounded in 'men’s ideas. If by nature we 
mean the pure effence and true quality of a thing, we do not mean tlie 
corruption of that thing j more than we mean vinegar, when we talk of 
wine. The corruption of nature is indeed repugnant to virtue j yet if we 
attend to our own make and conflitution, we fhall foon learn, in a necef- 
fary degree, how and in what inftances our nature is corrupted, and c- 
qually difeover a power to war with that corruption j and, in proportion 
as we triumph over it, we are reflored to our original ftate of freedom, 
that is, of nature uncorrupted. The opinion the maiiommedans have of 
this corruption, which fullied the mind of man, feems to agree with that 
of the chriftiansi but this doctrine, however important, is not familiar 
to the generality of men. I conceive it to bear a ftrong allufion to the 
ftate of one, who, by fome accident, becomes lunatick, and entails this 
infirmity upon his children. In this cafe indeed a man may not be an- 

fwerable ^ 
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I'werable ; but in the cafe of our, firfl parents they became accountable, 
bccaufe they were free agents. If, in fucceeding generations, we were not 
cxadlly in the fame circumllances as our firil parents j we ftill afted a- 
gainft the li'^ht which our reafon fuggefted, or againft thofe revelations 
which, at diiferent ages of the world, have been confirmed to us by the 
miraculous interpofition of divine providence. 

By this corruption of nature, the paffions, which were originally de- • 
figned to affifl; reafon, have, as experience teaches us, rebelled againfl it, . 
and fubjedted all the fons of adam to the fame puniflament as their firft 
progenitor : Now can we fuppofe that infinite goodnefs fiiould fuffer fo 
glorious a part of the creation to perifli in this unnatural ftate ? The com- 
mon notion of mankind in all ages and countries is, that a divine in- 
ftructor has been font to them. The chriftian fays, that “ as by one man, 
fin and death came into the world; fo by one man,” the great prophet 
and lawgiver now in quefiion, “ life and immortality were reftored.’* 
The MAiiOMMEBANS aflc, why the great lord of the univerfe fliould 
fend his fon into the world in form of a man ? To argue upon prin- 
ciples deduced from the reafon of things, may we not fay that truth, in 
the abfiradt, thus became an objedt of fenfe j and that the deity brought 
himfelf to the flandard of human capacities i’ We faw, we heard, we felt 
the god in his human nature. He was a man as well as a god; a 
man, fuch as we are, fin only' excepted : He rejoiced and wept, was glad 
and forrowful : He eat, and drank, and flept : He had his friendfhips 
and aifedtions : He gave us a law as to men j and, as a man, he fet us 
an example. But the chriftian further reduces the matter to this ifihe : 
God faw good to take this method to reftore mankind, and therefore it ' 
mufl: be right. If the mahommedans yet afks, why it fhould be fo ; 
and ftill applies to finitfe capacities to judge of infinite wifdom ? What 
can you do more than queftion him, why it Ihould not be fo ? Aik him, 
if he thinks it too much or too great a thing for the almighty ? Bid him 
behold the wonders of the creation, and obferve every part of nature re- 
plete with amazing art, and proclaiming his incomprehenfible goodnefs 
and wifdom. Is man inferior to thefe ? Do we underftand the laws of 

his 
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his government, or the nature of that power hy ’‘hich he jupports the 
material world ? Is the heir of immortality not equal in dignity to this 
inanimate tyftcm ? 

If the tree is known by its fruits, the goodncll of a religion mufl be 
’difeovered by it’s etlefls, and it’s confillcncy with rcalbn j the icilimony 
of thofe who oppofe it concurring in any material point, or proving in- 
sufficient to invalidate it. The pagans, the jews, the m mcomme- 
DANS acknowledge that fuch a man appeared in the world as Jfsus 
Christ j they difpute his divinity, and many of his glorious afls ; but 
for this they are obliged to have rccourfe to low cvalions and puerile 
fubterfuges ; ftill they aferibe many wonderful works to him. And laflly, 
though they do not acknowledge his crucifixion, they fay he was conveyed 
away in a miraculous manner, and a perjfbn like him put in his place. The 
MAHOMRiEDAN alfo Verifies the predidtion, which is clofely connedted 
tvith the belief of chriftianity, and treats the jr.w as a pcrfccutor of the 
true prophet, whilfh the chriitian deploics his blindnefs. 

Among other corroborating proofs the chridian urges the projdiecics 
concerning the total diflblution of the Jewish government, and the dc- 
ftrudtion of that nation, once the favourite people of God. The jews 
were long the foie depofitaries of thofe writings which promife and point 
out the time of the coming of Jesus Christ j but deny that time to be 
accompli ffi ed : So far tliey believe in the T.irs'^iAii. The pagan world 
received chriftianity, though it was fo greatly repugnant to their cfiabliflicd 
opinions, and the corruption of nature, that we ought to conclude it could 
not have prevailed, had any lefs than a divine pov/cr diredted it, Chrif- 
tianity is the proper religion of mankind; wc fay it is as old as the 
creation, becaufe ordained by God from the beginning. It is true, Jesus 
Christ was born only 1744 years ago j but how long have the prophets 
of old foretold his appearance: One of the mofl remarkable was above 
700 years before ; and this fpeaks of him in terms of the greatefi: honour, 
viz. “ For unto us a child is born, unto us a fon is given j and the go- 
“ vernment fliall be upon his flioulder ; and his name fhall be called, 
“ WONDERFUL, COUNSELLOR, THE MIGHTY GoD, THE EVERLASTING 

FATHER, 



XXVIII. THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 179 

“ r VTITKR THH PRINCE OF PEACE.” And the fliort hlftory of him is 
this ; " Goo was ir.inifcacd in the flefli, juftified by the fpirit, feen of 
“ anecis, believed on in the v, orld, received up into glory, and in him 
“ are all the trcafurcs of wifdoin and knowledge. ” That his birth 
was n inic'ulom., is confeiTcd even by the mahommeoans j for they fay 
he was conceived of a virgin by the fmell of a rofe. To grant tliere was 
fuch a pcrlbn, and that he was thus conceived, is being half a chriRian, 
with regard to the fupei natural birth of ciirist. 

But as his birth was above nature, fo was his v/hole life, mahommed 
came to extirpate all who oppofed him with fire and fword. Christ 
came with the mccknefs of a child, to extend his mercy to all mankind. 
The po .ver which he employed was from heaven. The means which 
he ufed were of fo different a nature from any thing merely human, that 
granting he lived and died, and that his religion does exift, is a ftrong 
argument of the divinity of that power, by which he eftablifhed fuch a 
religion. He fuffered an ignominious death as a common malefaftor; yet 
has his*doa:rinc been eftabliflied on tlvat fuffering, and fpread over the 
earth. Mahommed fupported his fchemes of religious government on 
the principles of worldly power j but our prophet fays, “ Learn of me, 
« for I am meek and lowly and upon this principle was his whole life 

condudlcd. 

The MAHOMMED ANS, you fay S confider us as idolaters j you will not 
convince them of the contrary : for that would be in effedt to convert 
them to chriftianity. Tell them at leaft that ours is a good religion : that 
one great article of it is, to pray for them and for all mankind. That 
the fum of our law is, “ to do as we would be done by j to vifit the fa- 
« therlefs and the widow, and to keep ourfelves unfpotted from the world,” 
Tell them that we adore one only god, the fupreme lord and father 
of all things, in which they will grant we are no idolaters ; but that in- 
deed we pray to him through the merits of his fon, to affifl us with his 
holy fpirit, to obey his laws, or to forgive the breach of them, upon con- 

c The father of the age to come, according to feme learned divine*. ■* The intb rpreter-. ■ 
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dition of our fincere repentance. In this ^.vc fpeak as conceiving a difference, 
and afcribing to each tliofe offices, winch oer revelation warrants, without 
nrefuming to undcrfbnd in what the union and divifibilty confifts. This 
is’ the myftery of the chiiitiaii religion, which, by the exercife of faith, 
attributes all the mercy that the utinoft ftretch of human reafon can a- 
Icribe to god; and all the v/orth and dignity that can be imputed to man; 
to be at once dcmonllratcd by the deity in his taking the human form, 
when he appeared upon the earth. Whenever we contemplate this amaz- 
ing inftance of the divine conduft, it raifes the mind to heaven from 
whence it is derived. 

That there is fuch a thing as faith, or the evidence of things not 
feen, nor comprehended, is common to mankind of all religions, and in 
all countries. Is it ftrange that god will not condefeend to be the objedt of 
our REASON only ? He requires faith, and imputes it to us as a virtue ; 
he requires this higheft reafon of the foul, which is a resignation of 
the whole man ; all possible resignation to him as an incomprehenfible 
GOD, who is the fovereign difpofer of all tilings, in a manner as far above 
our conception as his infinite perfedlions are fuperior to the narrow 
bounds of human capacities. 

That ;esus christ is god, that is, divine in nature, is, I think, vciy 
clear from the writings which contain the oracles of our religion ; and 
better had it been for the chriftian world, if the matter had relied there ; 
and no attempt made to explain that which is confeffedly inexplicable. 
For though faith is founded in reafon, as it neceflarily mull be, whilft 
reafon is the only medium by which we comprehend any moral truth ; 
yet it is fuperior to reafon. The dodrine of the trinity is by no means con- 
tradidory to reafon, unlefs it is repugnant to reafon to alTent to that which 
is delivered on divine authority, becaufe we happen not to comprehend 
the things fo delivered. 

As to the term persons of the godhead, and trinity, commonly ufed 
by chriflians ; if the oracle of the chrifhan faith is not fabulous, we mufl 

afcribe the divine attributes to three, undo: the dUlindions of father. 

Son, 
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SON, and holy ghost j and if mankind have thought proper to ufe st 
word to exprcfs the idea, why not that of trinity ? If the almighty Is 
omnipotent, and we confefs our ficultics utterly incapable of compre- 
hending his power, let us proftrate ourfelves in humble adoration of the 
incomprchcnlible nature of this one fupreme ! 

If god is incomprehenfible, what religion can there be without fbmc 
part of it myfterious ? The mahoaimedan muft deny the being of a 
GOD, or confefs him infinite in jufiice as well as mercy j but does he 
underftand how thefc attributes exift, and are compatible in one being ? 
We acknowledge the incomprehenfibility of god, and therefore there 
may be a divifion as well as union in the divine nature. Chriftians plain- 
ly infer fuch a union and divifion from their feriptures, which cannot be 
made confident on any other principles. Is it not then folly to diftraft 
our thoughts on the fubjedt? Is it not enough that we acknowledge one 
fupreme god the father of all beings j that we confefs the divine nature 
and miflion of the Messiah, by whom the almighty made the world, 
who is the king, tlie lawgiver, the redeemer, and the favior, and will 
be the judge of mankind j and that we alfo acknowledge the powers a- 
feribed to the holy ghoft, the operative fpirit of that one god ? 

We fee the reafon of mankind every day acquiefee in things fuperior 
to it’s comprehenfion in fecular concerns. Many things in common life 
appear to us as contradidtions till we undei-ftand them. Our condition 
does not permit us to know every thing j it is againfl the laws of our na- 
ture, and confequently a crime to attempt it j thus where our under- 
ftanding is puzzled in the inveftigation of the things which belong to 
GOD, we fhould pay our adoration and fubmiffion to the great author of 
nature, and place our humble and firmeft confidence in him. 

The difciples of mahommed, and of almoft every other religion in the 
world, believe in things not only beyond their comprehenfion, but un- 
important to the great ends of human life and immortality. The faith 
in queftion is of the greateft moment j for if Jesus is not the fbn of 
GOD, the fundamental principle of the chriftian religion is falfe 5 but if 
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this belief is derived from the authority of god himfelf, W'lio therefore 
accepts it as a grateful offering to liim, wc ought to hold it dearer 
than life. 

Simplicity of heart, v.'hich is ed'cntial to chriftianity, teaches men what 
analogy there is between this faith and the humility which the chriftian 
religion fo flrongly inculcates ; but infidelity is the offspring of pride. 
Faith humbles the arrogance of men, and prevents them from deifj-ing, 
that is, in eftedt, from abufing their own reafon. The corruption of our 
nature is never fo confpicuous as in pride j than wdiich nothing can be 
more deftruftive of our happinefs. 

■ Pride firft divided the chriftian world, and ftlll fupports the divifion, and 
J believe the priefts themfelves will gi'ant, that had fomc of their fraternity 
been half as bufy to reftrain men’s curiofities in the myderious parts of 
the chriftian religion, as to attempt the explanation of them, rchgioti 
might have been more fimple, and confcqucntly might have produced 
the great end of it, by means the moft eafy and familiar : but this com- 
plaint will appear abfurd when it is confidered, that the miftakes of 
priefts bear but a fmall proportion to thofe of the laity. If morality is 
the bafis of the chriftian religion, and a confident faith the fupport of it ; 
where are thefe better taught than in England ? Of all human compo- 
fitions of thefe latter ages of the v/orld, whether for purity and elegance 
of language, force of argument, or warmth of devotion, what exceeds 
the fermons which have been publifhed by our clergy ? That they are 
not more read, is not the fault of priefts, nor will it be their fault if 
they do not produce the harveft which no doubt is intended ftiould be 
gathered in heaven. 

To return, it muft be manifeft to men of enquiiy, that the world re- 
mained in ignorance for many ages j and religion confifted in forms and 
empty ceremonies. A revelation was expedted, and both the Chris- 
tians and mahommedans fay it is come : we fee what the different 
fruits of it are. Was there ever a dodtrine delivered to mankind before 


^ In ENGLAND, 


that 



Cup. XXVIII. THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. i8j 

that of CHRIST, which pointed out the true path of htippinefs, and the 
end for which they were defigned ? The chriftian religion has the moft 
evident mark of a divine original by the exalted fentiments and fuhlime 
love it inculcates ; by it’s clofe connexion with the general good of man- 
kind, as focial, rational, and accountable beings. It is an argument 
which cannot be repeated too often : what greater love can we conceive 
than for a man to die for his friend ? But christ fuffered an ignomi- 
nious death for his enemies, and made that death effedhial even to his 
perfecutors, if they repented and obeyed his laws. For his death was a 
propitiation for the fins of the whole world, even for the mahomme- 
DANs. Could a God die for lefs than a world ? He prepared an immor-i 
tality for all mankind,' But his counfels are infcrutable, and we know 
not what degree of evidence refifted by men, renders them accountable. 
But it feems agreeable to the common notions of mankind concerning the 
goodnefs of GOD, that this perfe(5l facrifice once made, compenlated for 
the imperfection of the human nature, and the deviation from it’s ori- 
ginal purity } fo that man becomes accountable only in proportion to his 
rebellion againft this divine law. 

Under this glorious difpenfation, the innocence and fimplicity of a child 
is beft adapted to learn, and to receive, fo plain, fo intelligible a law^ 
w^hich exhorts men with the Ilrongefi: and moft perfuafive eloquence, to 
forfake the paths of.perdition, and to be happy. The fentiments which 
chriftianity infpire, are fo abftraCted from this world, and from a weak 
and vicious felfifiincfs, that it' is impoffible to confider them with an at- 
tentive and unprejudiced mind, without being convinced of their reafon- 
ablenefs, and ftruck with the deepeft fenfe of gratitude and refignation. 

Even MAHOMMED underftood the excellence of the chriftian reli- 
gion, when he adopted his precepts of juftice and charity from the 
gofpel. But though the m ahommed an s entertain the higheft notions 
of the deity, humanly {peaking, it will be difficult to reconcile them to 
chriftianity, on account of their feniuaL gratifications. The chriftian re- 
ligion fixes the boundaries between the animal and rational • part, and is 
calculated to preferve botli. It regards the delights of the mind, and the 
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^■ Iianns of foclal converfe, to which the maiiommedans in their com- 
merce with women are almoft ftrangcrs : for their falfc notions of religion 
alfo lead them to violate the common rights of humanity, by making 
Haves of one half of the fpccies. 

Chriftianity is indeed a religion of felf-dcnial, much more than is 
generally imagined ; but it is a felf-dcnial which dignifies and Improves 
human nature j a felf-dcnial that has every mark which rcafon can fuggcft, 
or revelation warrant, of that rule of life and human condudl, which 
can reftore man to the original perfedtion of his nature j or efteft that 
which fhall compenfate for the deficiency, at the great day of accounts, 
when TIME fliall be fwallowed up in eternity. 

As every thinking man in this ifland * feems to have fomcthing in his 
motions of religion peculiar to himfelf, it may be objedted, that I who 
have been endeavouring to vindicate chrifidanity with regard to the impu- 
tation of idolatr)'-, and to eftablifii my own lyftem of faith, as founded 
in the reafon of things, as well as in revelation, have been fingular 
in making no mention of grace. But to this I anfwcr, that when men 
adt obediently to the divine law, not only becaufe it is good in itfelf, but 
alfo becaufe it is commanded by godj both motives co-operating, I 
think they will, humanly fpeaking, produce a habit of mind, fit for the 
reception of that grace, which 1 acknowledge to be the more immediate 
.affiftance of god ; that afllftance which fupports, and cherilhes, and ena- 
bles man to perfevere in his obedience. From hence I conclude, that 
faith and good works adl reciprocally on each other, neither being efl:cc- 
tual without the other to the great end of our being. This, I conceive, 
may be eafily deduced from the nature of the human mind ; from the 
common meafure by which we judge of things, and from the notion of 
religion in general. Chriflians who, on one fide, aferibe all efficacy to 
good-works j whilft others, if poffible, more inconfiflent, imagine faith 
only to be eflential, feem to fall extremely fliort of the mark. , To a- 
..dopt the principles of both with the fame zeal as they plead for one only. 
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is, I apprehend, to be a chriftian, if thofe principles produce their na- ■ 
tural fruits. 

And let men difpute ever fo long concerning human nature, and all it’s 
various connexions, it muft come to this, that fo long as we retain our 
rcalbn, wo muft acknowledge a firft caufe, or, in other words, that there is • 
a GOD, and confequently that he made us what we are; and if he is in- 
finite in wifdom, he made us right. Men who think it of importance to ’ 
employ their reafon about a future ftate ; or endeavour to underftand their 
own make ; and the end to which they were intended will difcover, that . 
the conftitution of our moral nature, our condition with refpedt to ex;» 
ternals, and our religion as chriftians, have all a moft amazing analogy. 

In other words, let him who entertains the leaft doubt concerning the ■ 
great truths of chriftianity, do himfelf the juftice to obferve how ex- 
adtly analogous the law of Christ is with the common didlates of hu- 
manity ; with every generous paffion of the mind ; with every fentiment 
which the human breaft can form that is truly great and noble ; he will ! 
then fee, what a ftate of unmixed happinefs would be reftored to man- 
kind, was this law univerfally revered and pradtifed. The glorious fyftem . 
of ethics delivered by our faviour on the mount, is calculated to anlwer ■ 
all the exigencies of our temporal condition j whilft the main fcope and 
defign of it is to prepare us for a happy termination of it ; and fince death 
is the unavoidable condition of life, and abforbs all lefler confiderations ; , 
an entire reconciliation to it, on the principles of a rational hope of im- 
mortality, ought to be the great end of all hupaan adions, and of aU the 
thoughts and devices of the human heart. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

, Several converfatmn ivith the Persians on different fubjci^s. The tragical 
hijlory of pri?ice beckowitz. Principal c^cents till the breaking out 
of a rebellion hi astrabad. 

T O return to my narrative. The Persians often took particular' 
notice of the air of my countenance, perhaps imagining that 1 
•had fome apprehenfions of the approaching danger. I told them that 
my temper difpofed. me to be thoughtful ; but if I underftood their lan- 
guage, and could converfe without an interpreter, I fliould probably take 
a Ihare in every part of their difeourfe. I then enquired for news, parti- 
cularly in regard to the rebellions on foot in remote parts of the kingdom, 
and if it was true that the lesgees had taken derbend, as was report- 
ed. This was touching them on a very tender firing, and naseer aga 
anfwered haflily, “ We do not talk of thofc things.” The anhver how- 
ever made no other impreffion on me, than that he was reflraincd by 
fome prudential reafon. 

On the 8 th. The carriers pretended they muft have camels as well as 
horfes to convey my caravan, and demanded money of me, to be ad- 
•vanced them on account, that they might go among the neighbouring 
TURKOMAN TARTARS to buy camels ; but I did not chufe to comply 
with their requefl. Other expedients were alfo made ufe of, as if intended 
■purpofely to delay my departure. Some of the townfmen again demand- 
•ed of me tq open my bales, and fell them fome pieces of cloth j but this 
by no means fuited my purpofe, and I rather chofc to make feveral of 
them prefents of 2 ?- gaz* of cloth, which is the meafure they ufually take 
for a coat. Abdallah beg, the governoi-’s brother, was the moft im- 
portunate for cloth, though he had the leafl occafion for it, having loft his 
eyes for confederating with riza kouli myezaS who attempted to 
deftioy th'w king his father two years before this time. 

® PE w AN mea''-’L‘ of 40 inches. ^ This prince was blinded by nadi r. ; but abdallah 
jit : , i I >s u'- '.oinpliment which jhis own father made to nadir., by accufing his own 

fon, in Older to be on h Icvei with the shah; but I apprehend he was really guilty. 
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N^seerag A-returning again ta vifit me, I complained to him of the trifl- 
ing conduct of the carriers and camel-drivers ; he acknowledged it was fo, 
adding, that the word of the lower fort of his countrymen was not to be 
depended upon j and therefore he would not recommend to me any 
PERSIAN as a fervant, agreeable to the requeft I had 'before made him. 
He again took notice to me, in a particular manner, of the ferious air of 
my countenance, infomuch that I thought it neceflary to make a reply to 
to this effedt : " I obferve, Sir, you have mentioned this fubjedt to me 
*' more than once 5 you are the bed judge of my looks j but I think my 
“ countenance is more in fault than my heart. It is true, I am a little 
“ mortified to fee myfelf trifled with, as if the townfmen did not defign I 
“ fliould ever get from hence ; but if you mean to admonifh me, I take it 
" in good part j and fhall readily grant, “ that a merry heart maketh a chear- 
*' ful countenance,” Joy is as effential to the happinefs of man as oil to 
“ the flame j a principle which will prove the beft prefervative againfl the 
“ miferies of life. Every part of nature feems to rejoice : The animal, 
“ and even the vegetable world, proclaim a joy in their exiftence : how 
“ much more ought man to exult in the comforts, the pleafures, the glo- 
“ ries of the vifible world j and to triumph in the contemplation of his 
“ own immortality ? But is not a ferious turn of mind effential to that 

contemplation ? 

" The appearance of the countenance will generally follow the turn of 
“ mind, allowing for health, and the peculiar air of the face. But a flow of 
“ fpirits feems to be indifpenfably neceffary to fupport the heart in a habit 
“ of joy. The man of a good underftanding, whofe fpirits flow brifkly, 
“ is beft qualified to think juftly, efpecially if from the earlieft part of his 
“ life he is fet in the paths of virtue} but thcfe advantages feldom meet iri 
“ one and the fame perfon. We generally find, that a mediocrity of fpirits, 
“ is the greateft friend to an innocent life} and innocence is the parent of that 
“ contentment which lays a good foundation, if it does not conftitute the 
“ effence of joy.” The old man now looked ferioufly himfelf } he was 
in labour with an important fecret, in which I was intimately concerned, 
though he dared not to tell me of it. 
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Soon after this conveifation two Russian Haves were offcicd to me for 
file ; ] had no occafion for them, nor could I attempt their redemption 
out of charity j I defired however to be informed of their misfortunes. 
They told me they had been taken when young by the ouseegs, and fold 
to the TURKOMANS. They had ferved in the expedition of beckawitz 
the GEORGIAN prince, whofe ftory deferves a place in this journal, as 
it ferves to Ihow the great difRculty, if not abfolute impoflibility of 
extending a trade among fo perfidious and barbarous a people as the 

TARTARS. 

Peter the great, amidft all his fucceffes in war, did not neglcdt the 
purfuit of commerce. He had already made a furvey of the Caspian, 
and formed a defign of extending his conqueft beyond samarcand, fo 
far at leafi: as to fecure the lapis lazuli, which is found in that neigh- 
bourhood. He had alfo flattered himfelf with the expcdlation of difeo- 
vering fome mine of gold. In the valley of sogd is a river, w’hofe fands 
abound with gold duft, which the Persians, as likewife the ousbegs, 
and other neighbouring tartars, often gather. Persia being at this 
time in great confufion by the indolence of shah sultan hussein j 
and peter thinking a fmall regular force fufficient for that purpofe, fent 
3000 men to reconnoitre this country. There was a Circassian prince, 
who, to avoid the miferies of hussein’s reign, had fled into Russia with 
his treafure and family. This prince foon died, and his fon, named 
ALEXANDER BECKAWITZ, married into one of the greatefl: families in that 
empire. He was now chofen by the emperor peter to command in this 
enterprize, as well on account of the bravery of the Georgians, as the 
particular knowledge this prince was fuppofed to have had of the tartars. 

Befides the perpetual haraffments which the tartars ufually give a 
regular army, during a long and laborious march, they often bum up 
the grafs, and fpoil the water j therefore to render the way to khieva 
fhorter as well as fafer, peter ordered a fort to be built at cape 
karaganskoi, which lies on the north-eaft coaft of the Caspian 
fea. This being done without any interruption, by means of the fhells 
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and ftones found at that place, and magazines being prepared, beckA'- 
WITZ ventured on his intended difcovery. 


Being arrived near khieva, the ousbegs formed a great body to 
oppofe him ; but as he had a good field artillery they did not chufe to 
attack him j on the contrary they accepted his prefents, and promifed him 
water and provifions at a time when his army was greatly diftrefled. Af- 
ter receiving the moll: folemn alTurances of the friendlhip and protedlion 
of the ousBEG TARTARS; he was induced to divide his forces into bo- 
dies of 2 or 3 00; thefe treacherous friends pretending that by this means they 
could fupply them with provifions, and enable them to return home with 
fafety. Having thus obtained their point, they fell on the deluded rijs* 
siANS, who became an eafy prey. 

This unhappy prince whom neceffity or inexperience had drawn into 
this lhare, was one of the firft: that fell a facrifice to their perfidious bar- 
barity. He was brought before the tent of the khan of khieva, and a 
fcarlet cloth being fpread on the ground, as a fignal of death ; they or- 
dered him to kneel down : but he refufed to comply, fo that inftead of fuf- 
fering the eafy death of lofing his head with a ftroke of a fabre, he was 
hacked on the legs, and butchered in the moll barbarous manner. As 
to the forces who had been under his command, many were put to death ; 
fome remained as Haves ; and others retained in their fervice, efpecially 
the muficians, and thofe vvho belonged to the artillery, whom they found 
of ufe in their fubfequent wars. 

To refume my own llory. The 9th, T was again honoured with a 
numerous levy, more againfl: my will than minillers of Hate ufually be- 
hold a number of fuitors whom it is not in their power to gratify ; for 
thefe vifits anfwered no other purpofe than to take up my time. But what 
furprized me moll, was that the menial fervants, and feveral of the com- 
mon people, were admitted to croud round the aivan and be privy to 
the converlation. This was the lefs agreeable to me, as their condudl 
bfld given them no title to the knowledge of my defigns. I had an opportu- 
nity of obferving, that perfons of the bell quality among them were very ig- 

•« The largell apartment in the persiah hpufes, which is open on one fide. 
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norant of the affairs of F.intoPE : one of the moll intclli:i;cnt havin:^ heard 
of the fatal cataftrophe wiiich ii a^iViicd the preceding iiimmcr to fevcral 
perfoiisof diftindtion in xcssi v, nquircu 'f they were puiuihed for being 
of the PERSIAN paity ; though I belie\e no fuch p-uty c.villcd in Russia. 

On the loth. A frelh diiliculty now nrofe, for our eamel-diivers al- 
ledged that they could not keep company with the horfes ; ai'.d therefore 
they mull fet out two or three days before. I knew not how to recon- 
cile myfelf to the thoughts of feparating my company ; however, tlic 
importunity of nasekr aga, and the pretended necellity of the thing, 
induced me to confent. Accordingly I delivered 40 bales, the loads of 
ten camels, and fixed my own departure with the remainder of the cara- 
van for the 14th. Ifent an Armenian fervant to attend the camels, and 
appointed a certain rendez\'ous, 'ivhich was on the other fide of the moft 
difficult palTes in the mountains. On the icth, I made a vifit to the 
governor, who was much lels courteous to me than he had hitherto been, 
and appeared perplexed in his thoughts. It was fiid, that he was provid- 
ing horfes to fend the king’s treafure confifling of iy,coo crowns to c.vs- 
BiN j he now told me he was fo bare of foldicrs, he could not fparc me 
more tlian one. This ftartled me, for I was previoufly determined to have 
demanded a greater number than he had at firll appointed me j cfpecially 
as I was obliged to leparatc my company j llo\^t^xr I could not make a- 
ny imprellions on him It feemed to me ilrange, tliat a caravan of 17,000 
crowns in money Ihould require fo great a guard, and that to one of 
30,000 crowns in cloth, a fingic foldier was fufficient. I was ignorant 
of the fi.Trot, and my ignorance conftituted my happinefs at that time. I 
took my leave 'of the governor, defiring him to continue me under his 
protedbion, and affifl me with his advice, in any article he might think nc- 
cefiary. 

The 14th, My firll detachment departed. I Intending to follow them 
imm.diately, and had prepared KEnoAVAVS j thefe are a kind of covered 
chairs, which the Persians hang over camels in the manner of panniers, 
and arc big enough for one perfon to fit in. By this means I could ac- 
-ootnmodate any of my compiany if they fliould happen to fall fick, and 
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pioviJe for my own fecurity againft the extremity of the cold. At lenp-th 
by the intcrpofitioii of naseer aga, I obtained a promife from the go-. 
vernor, that two foldiers ihould accompany the lirll detachment of my 
caravan. The next day in the evening they fet lights at the head and . 
feet of the graves of their departed friends, round which they led fheep 
by the horns, in commemoration of abraham’s offering up his fon is-- 
MAEL j for they do not allow it was Isaac. 

I was now preparing to leave this city, the firft I had feen in Persia,, 
and of which I had received very difagreeable impreffions. Whilft I was ■ 
giving the neceffary orders, my friend naseer aga came to acquaint 
me that it was not a lucky hour, and therefore I inuft not depart. I • 
told him if he had no other reafon, that I was one of thofe chriftians 
who do not regard lucky hours, but depending on that good providence 
which at all times governs the world, I begged I might be permitted to ■ 
depart. He replied in a very definitive ■ manner, that I muft not fet out. 

I thought it proper to fubmit, from the affurance I had always received of 
the integrity of his intentions, though I imputed tliis repugnance to his . 
fuperflition. 




CHAP. XXX. 

^ rebellion breaks out in the province of astjrabad. The author is in 
dijirefs. A prayer. The city taken, and the caravan defigncd for ME- 
SCHED plundered. 

T he 1 5 th of January 1744, the difmal feene now began to difclofc it- 
felfj for NASEER AGA had hardly left me when I heard the hoarfe 
'found of trumpets: this was an alarm to call in the neighbouring inhabitants, 
.and to bring their cattle with them. The Ihops were ordered to be fliut up, 
and the townfmen to repair to the walls, to put them in a condition of de- 
fence. I now began to recolledt athoufand incidents which difcovcrcdthc play 
which was about to be adted ; but it was in vain to wifh myfclf on board 
dhip, or to entertain melancholy thoughts of this commercial projedl. N a- 
.5EER AGA returned immediately, and advifed me to fend for my fliip, 
acknowledging that he thought we were all in danger from the rebellion 
-which had broke out in the neighbourhood of the city. This propofal 
however could not be put in execution j for the fliip was then cither at 
ENZELLEE or DERBENB. I defired him to fend for my ten camel-loads 
of doth already OQ the road to be returned into the dty j but he told 

me, 
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me, that no peribn was to go out of the gates. The governor 

being apprehenfive of a confederacy within the walls, as well as that 
which was already formed without, ordered a Rrong guard to patrol the 
ftreets. 

The fecret now came out, that mahommed hassan beg, whom I ’ 
have already obferved, to have been under the governor’s infpeftion, had • 
left the city fome days before, and now appeared in arms at the head of 
a party of khajars % with an auxiliary body of turkuman tartars, 
MAHOMMED KHAN *’ BEG and SADoc AGA, the two young men of dif- 
tindlion, who were with the governor when I went firft to fee him, had ' 
joined mahommed hassan beg, unanimoufly declaring that they meant 
to poffefs themfelves of the city, of the king’s treafure, and particularly 
of my caravan and the better to delude themfelves, and the unhappy 
townfmen, they gave out that the shah was dead. 

The 1 6th, Mahommed zamon beg the governor fent two couriers ■ 
into KHORASAN to brinof forces to his afliftance. At the fame time he ' 

O 

ordered ten foldiers to guard the ten camels loaded with my cloth back in- 
to the city j this however was but an idle expedient, as the enemy was > 
already poffeffed of all the avenues, and the goods aftually lodged in a 
village the property of mahommed khan beg. The only comfort 
which NASEER AGA iiow gave us, was, that whilft he lived they fliould 
not touch our lives. He had been one of the chief advifers of Mr. el- ■ 
TON, a few months before, to attempt this rout to mesched, which in- 
deed was according to the original plan, as already mentioned'. The 
old man was now perf. ‘c’y fcnfible of the dangers which threatened 
us. The refpedl which had been always fliewn him by mahommed has- ■ 
SAN BEG, and his thoughtlcfs followers, who had embarked in this defpe- 
rate enterprize, induced him to venture among them, and to endeavour 
to diffuade them from fo rafh and perilous an undertaking : They fufier- 
ed him to return, but he made not any impreflion on them. Hitherto - 
he had appeared undaunted ; but now fpoke fliort, and was impatient of ‘ 

• The mhabitaiits of this province are fo called. ^ Khan is hftre a though otherwife ‘ 

iindcrftood as a title. « See p. co. 

being 
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being queftioned. His whole fliind and f . an 1ooko^^ diiKnl.cd, as if 
he was that night to render up his accounts for all his patl life ; and for 
the years that had rendered his beard fo venerably hoary. 

A befiegcd city incapable of defence, a faithlefs and v/cak garrifon, wci'c 
’things as new to me, as Persia and Persians j but the notion I had en- 
tertained of the TURKUMAN TARTARS, and their ba.barity cf manners, 
made the worfl impreflion on me. I did not conceive what pupofe ii would 
anfwer for them to commit any violence on my perfon, for it couhl r.ot 
conceal their robbery; nor had I any apprehenfion their rebellion could be 
fnpported ; but the report was, that they would put us to the fword. My 
attendants recommended my difguifing myfelf in a Persian habit; but I 
chofe to remain in my proper fnape and charatiler, which I could fup- 
port much better. Reports now crowded on cadla other, that the rebel 
army had advanced within a fhort diftance; fo that the governor and na- 
seer aga, jealous of their own fifety, and of the impoliibillty of de- 
fending the city, difguifed thcmfclvcs in the habits of pcafants, and 
mounting on horfeback, each behind a real peafant, made their cfcape 
in the night. 

The diflrefs and mifery in which thefe infatuated people were involv- 
ing themfclves, feemed to me the mod: intcrefling fubjcdl. Thofc who 
were not difpofd to rebellion, now curfed me as the caufe of the evils 
they forefaw ; alledging that if 1 had not brciight fo vaUiabL' a caravan to 
ASTRAEAD, thc people had not rebelled. Perhaps I was an inO.ruincnt of 
providence in the chardfement of thefe unhappy men, but I had nothing 
to reproach myfelf with on this account ; and in this general calamity I 
■knew not in how great a degree I might partake, and therefore thought 
it necelTary to prepare for all events. The flattering expedlation I had 
entertained, that as thc enemy had no artillery, the town might be eaflly 
celended till fuccour fliouid be brought, induced me to lay in a quantity 
of provilion ; but this was vain ; we had nothing left but to receive our 
coiiQuiroro, and fubmit to their pleafure. 
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being queftioned. His whole niind and r . bn looked ciiianl.ed, as if 
he was that night to render up his accounts for all his pall life ; and for 
the years that had rendered his beard fo venerably hoary. 

A befieged city incapable of defence, a faithlefs and weak garril’on, were 
’things as new to me, as Persia and Persians ; but the notion I had en- 
tertained of the Turkoman TARTxiRS, and their baibarity of manners, 
made the word; impreflion on me. I did not conceive what pn v-ofa it v. o’ald 
anfwer for them to commit any violence on my perfon, for it could not 
conceal their robbery j nor had I any apprehenlion their rebellion could be 
fupported j but the report was, that they would put us to the fword. Tvly 
attendants recommended my difguifing myfelf in a Persian habit ; but I 
chofe to remain in my proper fiaape and charadler, which I could lup- 
port much better. Reports now crowded on each other, that the rebel 
army had advanced wdthin a fhort diftancej fo that the governor and na- 
SEER AGA, jealous of their own fafety, and of the impoliibiJity of de- 
fending the city, difguifeJ themfelves in the habits of pcafints, and 
mounting on horfeback, each behind a real peafant, made their efcape 
in the night. 

The diftrefs and mifery in which thefe infatuated people were involv- 
ing themfelves, feemed to me the moft interefling fubjed:. Thofc who 
were not difpoLd to rebel lien, now curfed me as the caufc of the evils 
they forefaw 5 aliedging that if 1 had not brought fo valuable a caravan to 
ASTRABAD, the people had not rebelled. Perhaps I was an inllrument of 
providence in the cha(lifement of theie unhappy men, but I had nothing 
to reproach myfeif with on this account; and in this general calamity I 
Jenew not in how great a degree I might partake, and therefore thought 
it necelTary to prepare for all events. The flattering expedation I had 
entertained, that as the enemy had no artillery, the town might be eafily 
defended till fuccour fliould be brought, induced me to lay in a quantity 
.of provifion ; but this was vain ; we had nothing left but to receive our 
cohout rors, and fubmit to their pleafure. 


In 
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In the evening I retired to my apartment to indulge my own medita- 
tions, not forgetting my ordinary pradiice of writing. Without the af- 
iiRance of my pen I could not trace out the whole connexion of my 
thoughts, nor properly digeft them j and the occafion was now very im- 
portant. What I find in my journal is to this efiedl, ■ and pretty near the 
fame words. 

“ O beneficent father, thou tender parent and univerfal lord of all ! 

I bcfeech thee to hear the prayer which in the deepefi humiliation of 
“ my foul I now make before thee, 

« O godI %vhcm have I to truft in, but thee : thou haft been my fuc- 
“ cour through all the perils and tncifiitudes of my life, even from my mo- 
“ ther’s breaft. If it is thy good plcafurc yet to preferve my life ; let 
“ all my future hopes, and all my willies, center in thee alone ; let the 
“ xemembrance of all thy mercies infpire my mind with the moft ardent 
“ love, the moft exalted gratitude j let the tender laws of humanity 

ever poffefs my foul, and render me acceptable in thy fight, through 
“ the merits of thy dear son, who died to redeem the world. 

“ But if thy gracious providence has ordained that my life be now 
“ brought to an end by thefe unthinking men, thy will be done. Avert, 
“ O lord, the deftrudtion tliat threatens them, and lay not my blood to 
“ their charge. 

“ I tremble, O lord, at thy juftice j but thy goodnefs and paternal 
“ love,' thy tender, boundlcfs mercy is extended to all thy ivorks : fuffer 
“ me not to perifli. And thou, my redeemer, who cameft into the world 

to fave finners, I grafp thy blefifed feet. O, rejeft me not, rejedt me 
“ not, thou GOD of mercy; let my remembrance of thy life aiid fuffer- 

ings, thy agonies and ignominious death for the fins of mankind, now 
“ fupport and fecure me in thy favour ; and by thy refurredlion and af- 
“ cenfion,' by thy ever prevailing merits and intercefiion at the throne of 
“ the almighty, procure that pardon, without which I am undone. 

VoL. I. B b 
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O omnifcient father, who knoweft all the circumftanccs of humaa 
“ life, and the evils to which it is expofed : Thou who knoweft the 
fecrets of men’s hearts, and all their inmoR thoughts, I befeech thee 
« call tO’ mind the laborious, though imperfedt ftruggles ©f my life to 
fabdue myfelf to a fincere obedience to thy laws, as the fupremc objedfe 
“ of my wilhes. If I have done any thing acceptable in thy fight, O 
“ remember it in thy infinite goodnefs and compaflion, whilft thy mercy 
“ erafes all record of the numberlefs follies, and infirmities of my life j 
“ and of all the offences I have been guilty of againft thee. 

« Support me, O lord of mercy, in the remembrance of that boundlefs 
" favour and tender love, which thou haft fhewn to all the fons of men, 
“ through all ages ef the world. 

Enable me, O blelfed lord, to fix my heart on thee. Let no objedl 
didradt my mind, or weaken my attention. Awe me with fear, and 
prevent my prefumptuous thoughts ; yet fill ray heart with an entire 
“ confidence in diy mercy j warm it with a feraphic fire, and prepare my 
“ fpirit for thy tremendous prefence. ■ ' 

« If it is thy will that I now render back this vital heat and motion, 
“ which fprang from thee, great author of life, and fupporter of this fiu- 
pendous world 1 If my hour is come, Ofuccour me in the fecret paths 
“ of death } and thou, O blelled redeemer of the world, receive me in- 
“ to the glory thou haft prepared for thy fervants.’* 

1 had ordered a watch to be kept all night, that I might not be fur- 
prized i and after employing myfelf in as proper a manner as I could up*- 
on fo interefting an occafion till 1 1 ; I flept till 4 in the morning. I was 
daeii awakened by a brifk, but irregular difeharge of mufquetry. A fi- 
lence enfiied, from whence I concluded the city was delivered up to MAr 
HOMMED HASAN bEg, and, to my great comfort, it proved fo * 
any fruitlefs reliftance been made, the befiegers would probably have 
carried things to the greater extremities, As I heard no tumult, I flattered 
myfelf that the rebels would not proceed to any llaughter, and that the cap- 
ture of my merchandize would content them. The 17th, mahommed 

HASSAN 
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iiAt=SAN BEG no fooner entered the town, than he fought for maiiom- 
MED ZAMON BEG the late governor, for his father maiiommed iiusse i 
KHAN had fome years before delivered fatey ali khan, the father 
of the prefent rebel chief, to nadir, by whom he was put to death ; 
the govei'nor however had been too fenfible of his danger to wait the ar- 
rival of the rebels. 

Noife and merriment feemed neceflary to fuppoft the ipirits of thofc 
who had embarked in this defperate enterprizc. They feized the city- 
drums, and a large party went about beating them and hollowing: at the 
fame time they drove before them the cai enter and another perfon^ 
both naked, and demanded the shah’s treafure, which mahommed za- 
MON BEG had carefully concealed before his departure. 

It was now my turn to receive a vllit from them, and hear my fate, 
Sadoc aga, who was appointed a general " with mahommed khan 
BEG, both young men of more fire than judgment, headed a party of 14 
armed perfons of the beft diftin<ftion among them, and came to my houfe, 
1 had colledled my fervants in one room, from whence Ifencalittle boy a 
iervant, who underftood the Turkish language, which is moft known to 
the KHAjARS, to condudt thefe hoftile vifiters to us, and to tell them, 
that as we were at their mercy, we hoped they would treat us with hu- 
manity. They immediately entered, and alTured us, they did not mean 
to hurt US; on the contrary, that as foon as their government was 
eftablifhed, they would pay me for my goods. They demanded at the fame 
•time where they were lodged ; and informed me that the 40 bales, which 
I had fent out of the town fome days before, were already in their pof- 
feffion. MAHOMMED KHAN BEG then demanded my purfe, which I 
had prepared with about thirty crowns in gold aad filver : he contented 
himfelf for the prefent with counting it, and then returned it to me, 
.demanding if I had any more ; fbt that it would be the worfe fo#*^mc if I 
.concealed any. I thought it warrantable however to make an evafive anfwer, 

f Town-clerk and colledlor of the city, who a£led as fub governor, • Sirdak. 

though 
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though it was a true one as to the ; viz, that all the town knew ve- 
ry well I had been fearching for money in exchange for my bill on 
Mr. ELTON, not having fufficient to convey my caravan to mesciiejd. 
As gold can purchafe any thing except virtue and health, underftanding 
and beauty, I thought it might now adminifter to our fafety. I therefore 
referved a purfe of 1 6c crowns in gold j apprehending that the ikilful appli- 
cation of it might ward off the danger which threatened usj but I after- 
wards found that our fecurity was in our fuppofed poverty j for in near three 
v;eeks diftrefs I durft not ihew a Angle piece of gold, much lefs acknow- 
ledge that I had faved any money. 

I had here an opportunity to confider the admirable IclTons of morality, 
which the mahommedans teach by example and pradtice, whilft the 
chriftians hold the theory in great veneration. A mahommedan, who 
is a general to-day, and a common foldier to-morrow, fays, it is the 
WILL OF GOD. Far from laying violent hands on himfelf, he thinks it 
at leaft as honourable to fubmit, and fliew obedience to the decrees of 
heaven, as he did in the meridian of his power, to obey tlic comm.;nds 
of his fovereign. 

Finding things conduced with fome appearance of juAice, I now 
turned my thoughts on the kindnefs of providence in bringing this event 
about in the city, rather than upon the road, where it was highly im- 
probable I ihould have received fuch gentle treatment. My drooping 
ipirits revived, and I confidered how beft to extricate myfeE I was 
now more than ever inclined to that opinion, that the mind of man is fo 
formed as naturally to employ itfelf in the purfuit of pleafure, and that it’s 
operations, when they have their true biafs, have always a repug- 
nancy to pain. Upon the lame principle it will turn itfelf from a view 
of the evils of life, and fly off, as it were, on the wings of relignation 
and hope to a feene of comfort and delight. Sorrow, which is .not in 
•in its final iflue produdlive of joy, feems to belong to man, only as. his 
reafon becomes obfeured by accidents, that is, by an irreligious or melan- 
choly difpdfition. The laviour of mankind, though perfedl, was indeed 
‘i. a man of forrows, and acquainted with grief j” but it was for the fins 
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of the world for which he mourned j his forrows are changed into ever- 
lafting joy, and were intended to change ours alfo into a happy immorta- 
tality. Thus the goodnefs of the great lord of nature is obvious to a de- 
gree of amazement ; for if by a natural propenlity of the foul we turn 
from forrow and the evils of life, and fix the mind on the remedies of 
thofe evils j and if there is no evil but religion points out the remedy al- 
fo ; even when we are furrounded with bitter calamities j what confolation 
might not this afford? What joy can exceed that, of adfing under the 
care and protedlion of the tender parent of mankind, tvho can no 
more mean to hurt us unoffending, than he can ceafe his own exiftence ; 
nor can he, without trials, give us an opportunity of virtue ; nor without 
virtue, is it confident to imagine we are the objeds of his love. Happy 
were it for the world, if the trials of profperity had ordinarily the fame 
iffue as thofe of didrefs, 'which foften the heart to a fenfe of obedience. 
Ingratitude, which is twin-born with pride, and the genuine offspring of 
the corruption of human nature, fometimes predominates moft, where 
moft thanks are due to heaven j and this by the connedlion there is be- 
tween the gratification of uncorredted paffions and appetites, and the means 
of fuch gratifications j fo that what men call profperity is a blefiing, or a 
curfe, juft as it is ufed. 

With refledfions like thefe 1 endeavoured to turn the edge of this mif- 
fortune, and as much as pofllble to convert it into an occafion of good. 
The greateft indignity I had yet experienced, was that of being fhut out 
of the habitable part of my houfe, and particularly my chamber, and the 
ufe of my baggage j my magazine of merchandize, I had of courfe given 
up. There was alfo great reafon' to apprehend fome irregular proceedings 
. from the foldicrs, particularly tbe Turkomans : I therefore defired that 
, a guard might be appointed, not for the fecurity of our perfons only, jbut 
to preferve from any violation, the feal which they fixed on the door of 
the vvarchoufe, where the cloth was depofited. They declared this to be 
a very reafonable requeft, and immediately gave the neceffary orders» 

It was but natural to. apprehend they would now proceed tofoiiw exe- 
cutions in cold blood J but, to my great furyrize and latisfadion, 1 found 

they 
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they had put only one man to death : this perfon, by a very fingular 
work of providence, was a groom belonging, to mahommed hussein 
KHAN, who under his mafter’s diredion, had been the adual executioner 
of t^hmas shah, their laft lawful king. This man, now falling into 
the hands of thefe rebels, fell alfo a facrifice to their juft refentments. I 
was greatly furprized to obferve with what facility the late fubjeds of na- 
dir, and the fervants of the late governor, profefled an entire devotion 
to the new chief mahommed hassan beg, whom they ftiled their 

KHAN*^. 

The i8th, It was now very apparent on what principles hahdgee 
MYRZA MAHOMMED had adedj he was in the fecret of the rebellion, 
from the time of my arrival, and brought me to the town under the 
higheft profeffions of friendfliip, as a fheep fo the daughter. However 
it was my bufinefs to dilguife my lentiments ; for as I had nothing there 
to lofe but my life, or liberty, I had nothing elfe to think of: I therefore 
ftill behaved to the hahdgee, as to one on whom I depended ; and, in- 
ftead of reproaching him, I entreated of him to recover of the carriers the 
money I had advanced them, if their khan would permit it, alledging 
that neither myfelf nor my fervants could live upon the air j for I con- 
cealed the money I had faved. He reprefented the cafe, and obtained a reco- 
covery of about 150 crowns, part of which he returned to us in fuch 
proportions as he thought proper^ to provide for the common neceftarics 
of life. 


CHAP. XXXI. 


■^he author engages the friendjbip of the rebel-governor^ voho holds a council 
- -abrnt the divifon of the plunder. He is in danger of being carried as a 
fave into TtERKUMANiA. He leaves astrabad. 


B aba sadoc, a perfon of extraordinary ftature and comelinefs, was 
now appointed governor of the city : the generous air of this naan’s 
countenance was the very pidlure of humanity. . As he had great authOTity 

among 
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among the^ rebels, I entreated him to be reftored to the ufe of my cham- 
ber and baggage, having had no bette|- lodging the night before than a 
mat in my kitchin, which was open to the air. Befides the money al- 
ready mentioned, I took the precaution to conceal half a piece of rich 
filk, expecting by this means to procure the kindnefs of fome perfon in 
power j andaccordingly I conveyed to baba sadoc, as the poor remains of 
my plundered fortunes, as much of this as would make a pek,sian drefs. 
He bid me be comforted, affured me that no harm fhould happen to me, 
and immediately ordered thefeal to be taken off my chamber- door } but 
at the fame time he enjoined me to obferve the ftriCteft fecrefy, with re* 
gard to the prefent I had made him ; for the chiefs already began to be 
jealous of each otlier about the divifion of the fpoil j and the more as 
they had not yet difeovered the shah’s treafure. The 19th in the morn- 
ing MAHOMMED KHAN BEG and SADOC AGA, with a train of attendants, 
came to my houfe, and carried off feveral bales, concealing others in dif- 
ferent apartments, with a defign to convey them away at night. One of 
the company cxpoRulated with them, as if they had no authority for 
what they did : but they, confidering themfelves upon an equality with 
their leader, laughed at the admonition. This gave me the ftronger ap- 
prchcnfion of the ruin which hung over the heads of thefe raih young 
men. 

Mahommed khan beg, who had before returned me my purfe, now 
demanded it back with the fame menacing language. However I thought 
it neceffary to be lilent upon that fubjeCt, having had already given him 
an anfwer. Upon this occafion sadoc aga pointed at me with an infult- 
ing fmile, defiring his friend to obferve my appearance, as if he meant 
to ridicule my diihefs. About noon they alTembled at my houfe, where 
they demanded a regular accouriliof all my cloth, which I accordingly de- 
livered to them. Some difficulties being Rartcd with regard to the meafurc^ 
the perfon objecting was foon filenced by a general dcclai ation, that 
CHRISTIANS are very regular, as well as juft, in their dealings^ 

Mahommed khan beg then introduced two of the tWkuman 
chiefs. Thefe were the greateft objeCls of my fear, but Jffiey were no lefs 

fo 
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fo of my contempt. Their Fabits were very coarfc, an.i their counte- 
nance yet more hard and ill-favoured. They pulled off their boots, and 
came with naked feet on the carpet, where they were received with great 
diftinftion by the khajars, who conducted them to the feat of honour. 
Mahommed khan beg, turning towards me, faid, “ Thefc are the pil- 
“ lagers of countries, who fow devaftation where-ever they go: you may 
“ now confider them as your merchants.” The turkumans added, 
“You give us tile merchandize of the Russians (for fo they called us) 
“ will you not give us the Russians alfo?” To which feveral of the 
KHAJARS replied, particularly baba sadoc, “ What can you do with 
“ them?” They anfwered, They will do well to keep our flieep.” I 
was armed in a, confidence of fecurity from the promifes I had received 
of protedlioni but this declaration of the Turkomans increafed my im- 
patience to leave the city at fome rate or other. The aflembly then con- 
fulted publicly, and without the leaft referve, how they fhould divide 
the fpoil, and broke up feemingly well fatisfied with their prize. 

The perplexity which I oblerved in their councils, gave me very me- 
lancholy prefages of their approaching fate. I had the fatisfaftion at the 
fame time of thinking there was the lefs danger of their conquering all 
the fouthern coaft of the Caspian, and confequently that the English 
fadlory at ghilan might efcape falling into their hands. 

The governor of the next province of mazanderan had been in con- 
federacy with themj but upon their inviting him to take arms, he re- 
turned for anlwer, “ That they might fleep in the bed which they had 
“ made.” My great anxiety was in what manner I fliould get out of their 
hands. I was firmly of opinion, that their reign could be only for a few 
weeks j and that either the city would be befieged by the shah’s forces, 
and the inhabitants put to the fword, of the rebels would be beat in the 
field. But every way I faw danger; for if they left the city behind them, 
they might, in their retreat to the deferts of Turkumania, carry us off 
with every thing they could find : and even if they fucceeded, the turku- 
MAN party and interefi: would increafe, and Ifhould be carried a Have into 
their barbarous country. 


The 



Chap. XXXI. SLAVERY, LEAVES ASTRA BAD. 203 

The PERSIANS and khajars, who had a higher fenie of honour and 
humanity, knew that whatever motives might ijiduce them to rebel a- 
gainll their fovoreign, they had no right to rob me. Hence they expref- 
fed an anxious concern for my fecurity, and charged me very ftridtly to 
conceal myfclf as much as poffible from the turkumans. Mahommed 
HASSAN himfelf feemed defirous to fave us from any further misfor- 
tune, and promifed to grant us a paflport. In times of inteftine com- 
motions the country abounds with flying parties of robbers j moreover, 
the peafants of mazanderan were expeded to be in armsj fo that 
HAHDGEE MYRZA MAHOMMED, into whofc hands neccfllty had obliged 
me to throw myfelf, reprefented the great hazard we fliould be expofed 
to in attempting to return to ghilan ; for which reafon he recommend- 
ed our retiring to fome fecret place In the neighbouring mountains, where 
the PERSIANS, upon fuch occafions, frequently conceal themfelves. I 
had no fufpicion of his being fuch a villain as to have a defign againft 
my life j however, I had no opinion of his propolal, and rather chofe to 
go openly out of the city with fuch a guard as I could procure. In this 
I was oppofed by my interpreter, and all my fervants, alledging if I in- 
fifted on putting our efcape to any fuch iflTue, they would not attend me. 
With regard to them, I was in the fame circumilanccs as a mafter in 
refpedt to his mariners after his fliip is wrecked : ' but whether it was from 
their greater experience, or not, their fears ran very high. 

The jqth. My interpreter matteuse went to mahommed hassan, 
to thank him for the protedion I had received from him, and to beg the 
Continuance of it. The prices of the cloth being demanded of the in- 
terpreter, according to the intimation he had received for that purpofe 
from the khajars, he mentioned twenty per cent more than the real 
value; that the turkuman chiefs, who were then in mahommed 
hassan’s tent, might receive the higher impreflion of the prefente he 
had made them. Thefe tartar allies having now received the price 
of their friend/hip, and expeding little more than the event of a battle, 
began to murmur and talk of returning to their deferts. This condud 
might naturally be expeded of thofe who came only as dogs to a bone, 
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and have much lefs fidelity than is ulualiy ‘m that animal. Seve- 

ral 'of the common tu^kumaks ii trudct thci .elves into my lioulc, 
pretending a curiolity to lee usj out as I af. iwaru.; learnt, their ual iu- 
tentiQn was to confult by what means they might carry us off. 

Fear now taking place of tumultuous joy, the gates of the city were 
ordered to be fliut, and no perfon to pafs in or out without the knowledge 
of MAHOMMitD HASSAN ; fo that they already feemed to repent of their 
condudl. In the evening I firfi: obfert ed the comet which appearedi ;it 
this time in the heavens, and was now a little to the fouth-wcil of my 
habitation. 

The 2oth, Sadoc aga declared that in a day or two he intended to 
make incurfions into mazanderan, which was alfo ripe for a rcvoltj 
' but the inhabitants of that province had too mean an opinion of the as- 
TRABAD chiefs, to declare in their favour. Hahdgek wvrza j'ia- 
HOMMED, who had hitherto magnified the difficulties of my cfcape, now 
reprefented it more practicable. With regard to the rebellion he had pul- 
led off the maik intirely, by tlie great joy he exprelTed upon a repeat, 
that 4000 deferters from the shah’s camp were come in to their affill- 
ance; an event which appeared highly improbable. But fuch was the 
infatuation of thofe miferable people, that they greedily fwallowcd down 
this news, which was one inftance of that fatal credulity, which induced 
them to take up arms. The 4000 men in faCt, proved only to he four 
ousBEG couriers, whom the shah had fent to khieva for recruits, 
and were now in their way thither. Thefe men boldly reported that the 
shah had a great army not far from ghilan. 

The TURKUMANs Were already exceeding clamorous, pretending that 
they had been promifed the value of 40,000 crowns in cloth, and a con- 
fiderable fum of money, which they affirmed they had not received in 
any fuch proportion, notwithftanding the shah’s treafure of 17,000 
crowns had been at length difeovered. Upon this feveral quarrels enfu- 
cd, in which one of the turkumans was cut to pieces, this induced a 
confiderable body of them to retire from the camp. In the interim a cer- 
tain 
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tain woman, in an enthiifiaftic, and indeed pirphctic rage, ran abont 
the ilreets beating her breaft, and tearing her hair j Lying, “ now fcr 

this T d of a khan will this poor city be put to the fwordl” 

Mahommed khan beg was very inquifitivc when J intended to fet 
out on my journey to ghiean. This gave me fome uneafinefs; for the 
treatment I had I'eceived from him, and the great encomiums he had be- 
llowed on the turkuaian chiefs, made me fuipeit, that he would not 
fcruple to point out to them by what means they might carry us ofFj 
iince they could not obtain us by the general confent of the kiiajars. 

On the 2 1 ft, The news of the plunder brought an additional rein- 
forcement of one hundred turkumans to the rebel-camp, who from an 
impatient defire each had of being the firft in paying his refpccts to ma- 
HOMMED hassan, Created fome difturbancc. In the mean while, as they 
before challenged us in relation to our faith as Christians, we were 
now reprefented by fome fuperftitious or malicious perfons, as men who 
did not believe in the fiiprcme being j and indeed I was apprehenfive that 
they meant to draw from this principle a reafon for dilpofing of us in what 
manner they pleafed, without the violation of any divine la^v. This was 
an opinion of a dangerous tendency, hut too grofs to be fwallowed by 
the wifer part of them. The rebels had already taken our tartar boy, 
and detained him for fome time : this increafed the panic of the reft 
of my fervants, who at length refolved to ftiare my fortune in getting out 
of the tow'll. I was the more impatient to fee myfelf free of all impedi- 
ment, as I determined to feek the shah, and appeal to him for jiiftice j 
though I dared not at that time to talk of any fuch matter. 

The 22d, My interpreter delivered to .mahommed hassan a regular 
account of the real value of the goods j and the better to carry on the 
farce, dclired a bill of him for the amount j which he accordingly gave. 
After we had engaged the hahdgee to provide us ten of his armed vil- 
lagers as a guard, and agreed for horfes to carry us, w'e determined to leave 
the town the next day a little before fun-rifing. 


^ Meaning mahommed hassan the rcfad-chicf.; 
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The author arrives at balfrush, and jams a party of the s:? miV i'.rcc; • 
he IS obliged to leave his interpreter and fervants at BALFRUiJH. '•He jl- 
veral adventures U'hich befel Mm in retiring before the turkuman 
tartars. 


TT was not till the 24th of January that we took our leave of as- 
A TRADAD, under the convoy of the hahdgee, his brother, his two 
fons, and about twenty armed villagers. Juft without the gates we met 
a party of 50 perfons gallantly drelTed, well mounted and armed, who 
were come from mazanderan to join the rebels : I could r.ot 
but confider them as fo many vidlims to their own folly and rulLnc .s. 
We carried^ with us all oar baggage, and even our arms, and arrived fafe 
after a days journey at koordiemalla, a village belonging to the 
HAHDGEE. His brother, whofe character was not the moft amiable, 
would have conduded us to his houfe in the adjacent mountain j but 
we abfolutely remfed to go j in which refolution we were confirmed by 
Ae earners who expreffed their fears of him by faying; “ God only 

« knows of his fecret retirements." / fa , 7 


It 
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It was my intention to have refreflied myfclf and horfcs, and tlien to 
have proceeded by the moft fecret roads without taking up my lodging 
witli the iiAHDGEE, efpccially as I knew that sadoc aga was the next 
day to make an incurfion into mazanoeran with a party of tartars 
by the common rout- The haiidgee had otherwife determined: he 
imagined 1 was yet poffefled of fomc things of value, and thought it in- 
conlillcnt with his intcreft to fulfer me to carry them off. flis demure 
countenance, and flritd: oblervance of the letter of the law, fliewed him 
to be a true pharisee ; for his pretence to a more than common fandlity, 
was but thg greater violation of fubllantial virtue. He had now got us 
into his ponblhon, and made no fcruple to declare, that he would not an- 
fwer for our fafety a hnglc mile further ; and th ,t the carriers, \\ho were 
ur.der his juriiUiclion, ihould not proceed with us, unlcls 1 left my bag- 
Nvith him. He mentioned at the fame time a fih’cr-mounted bridle, 
ibme gold Ruff, plate, and other things, which he fuppofed were yet in 
my poffcillon. I reprefented to him my impatience to procce.h and that 
I would run all hazards : but he repdied wnth a treacherous fmilc, “ you 
ARE VERY WISE.” This Crafty old man, wiiufc pcriidiourhelb was ex- 
ceeded by nodiing but his hypocrify, deLcrmlncd to play a cunning game. 
If the rebellion fuccecdcJ, he would make a prize of n'iy baggage • and if 
it did not fuccced, he would plead liis loyalty by pveilrving it for me, 
under the pretence of alfoi’ding protedtlon to a perlbn, of whofc circum- 
flances he knew very well the siiaii muft be minutely acquainted, if I 
efcapicd with my life. To prove a man to be a villain by pulling off the 
malk, in which he thinks himfclf clifguifed, oftentimes makes him fuch 
in a more tiefperatc degree j fo that I was affaid to reproach him, Icll I 
fiiould bring on a woric evil than the lofs of my baggage j for he pre- 
tended all the while to be highly intcreilcd for my fafety. I frw ijqfclf 
entirely at his mercy, and was apprehenfive if I had taken my baggage 
flora his hi/ufe, I fliould not be able to keep it long frem other thieves, 
who might not be fo civil in their manners as this courtly robber. The 
HAIIDGEE having cntci tained us handfomely at fupper, 1 retired to my 
apartment, where I determired to play tl:c game which he had taught 
me, though upon very different principles, I cut off the filver from my 

bridle. 
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bridle, widi the trimmings from my clourhs, and alto concealed what httlc 
plate I had. Not knowing how to difpolc of I'omc yard,-, of lich lilk 
which I had brought otF from astrabad, without a fufpicion of hav- 
ing concealed things of value, I now delivered it to my fervant, wh(» 
wrapped it round his body. Thus hiding every thing that was portable in 
a fmall compafs, I lealed up the remainder. 

Early the next morning I delivered tltc grofs of my baggage to the 
HAHDGEE, who was Very defirous to know why I fealed it up. I told 
him fmiling, “It is ufual among Europeans, when they leave any 
“ thing in the cuftody of a friend, to ufe this method.” I then defir- 
ed he would redore me my money which remained in his hands, “othcr- 
wdfe, AFTER ALL HIS FRIENDSHIP, I muft pefifli Oil my joumcy j” for 
though he knew moft of my affairs, yet he was ignorant that I had faved 
any money. The fum due from the hahdgee was about 1 50 crowns, as 
already mentioned, of which he had the charity to pay me about fixty, 
twenty of which was in bad money j and to make up for the inconve- 
nience he fuffered in this charitable payment, he robbed me of the 
only horfe I had, not belonging to the carriers ; at lead the horfe was iK>t 
to be found the next morning, and I went away without him. 

We advanced through by-paths about 20 English miles, without any 
apparent danger j for the few peafants whom we faw at different times, 
ran from us into the woods, taking us for enemies ; and that night we lay 
in the open fields. The 26th, After travelling over ditches, and through 
pathlefs woods, we arrived at a ruined cottage, which was however ve- 
ry acceptable to us in our condition. The greated concern I had was to 
prevent the shackalls from running away v/ith my accoutrements: 
thefe animals, with which the woods abound, are remarkably fond of 
leather : they are alfo very domedic, infomuch that feveral of them paffed 
over my bed during the night. I was determined to part with my 
condudtors as foon as convenient j for they fowed rebellion wherc- 
ever they Avent. The little children in the villages, taking us for tar- 
tars, called out “ TURKUMANiEj” as if they meant to receive us as 
fheir deliverers, The people every where complained aloud, that the 

SHAH 
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SHAH had reduced them to the extremeft mifery ». We paffcd by the 
ruins of the palace at farabaDj once famous for the rcfjdcnce of the 
PERSIAN kings. This city having been often plundered by the Turko- 
man s, is now abandoned ; there being only a few Persian and Arme- 
nian inhabitants. From hence we palTed to a little village upon a lake,, 
where fevcral peafants fupport themfelves by catching wild ducks. They 
go in boats during the night, near the marfhy banks, which are covered 
will rullies, and carry great lights on the ftern i then ringing a number of 
fmall bells, the birds are confounded, and fly into their very hands. 

The carriers had engaged to condudl us to balfrush, the capital of 
MAZANDF.RAN, which was yct about 20 miles diftaut ; but hearing that 
mahOjMMe'd khan, the admiral of the fea-coafts, was levying forces 
to oppofe the astrabai) rebels, they would not proceed with me any 
farther. I was in a country furrounded by marflies, where no horfes, nor 
’any other cattle were to be had, and therefore delired they would at lead: 
condudi me to fome place where we could procure horfes j but this they 
alfo refufed, alledging, that as we were near the fea, we might go by 
water. Accordingly, the 27th in the morning, they conducted us to a 
poor fiflierman’s hut on the fca-coaft ; he had a canoe, which was very 
leaky, and too fmall for flx perfons j befidcs, it could be navigated only 
with oars near the flioi'c, where the furf ran fo high, that I had no con- 
ception how it was poffiblc for fuch a boat to convey us 20 miles. I 
therefore repeated my inftanccs to the carriers, that they would either find 
me horfes according tp their engagement, or at leafl: carry me where I 

** Mr. OTTER, of the academy of pa r is, who travelled in pe rsi a a few years before this time, men- 
tions a remarkable fpecch which was made him by a poor peafant, when he queflioned him why he 
did not cloath his daughter better, ** You,” fays the peafant, alk. this quellion much at your eafe ; 
“ but I fancy you do not know nadir shah. Inflead of thinking of our cloaths, it is well if wc 
** can get a morfel of bread: Arc we not obliged to fell all we have to find him money, and prevent 
** our being baftonaded to death ? They now demand of me three tomans (30 crownO I know not 
** where to get them : My cattle, my flocks, and my moveables are already carried off by the shah^s 

co/ciflors (mxjhassils) 1 have only tA^o or three fheep left, whofe milk ferves to nonnfh me, 
** anti this poor girl, whom I would gladly fell, even to a foreigner, if I could get for hex thtf fnxn they 

demmd of me; flic can never be in a worfe condition than Ihe is here, c-fj^ecially if fhc fhould have 

the misfortune to lofc me, which muft infallibly happen, if I am not lU a condition, to pay this 
** mopay,” 


could 
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could procure them. They treated my demand wuli contempt ; which 
obliged me to threaten them to ufc force : upon this two of them, bcinn- 
armed with match-locks, lighted their matches ; two had bows and ar- 
rows ; and all of them, being fix in number, had fabresj they alfo put them- 
felves in a poiliure of defence. I colle< 3 ied my company, among whom 
were four mulkets, a blunderbufs, and a pair of piftols j but I could hard- 
ly depend on more than two of my fervants. In this fituation wc parleyed 
fot fome time, till at length I fubmitted to run the riik of being drown- 
ed j rather than engage in a fray, where T might have more probably 
ended my life, but could not poffibly obtain any honour or advan- 
tage, except the precarious uie of horfes, through a country entirely un- 
known to us. Trufting therefore to providence, we embarked in 
the canoe. We made our way with paddles along the Ihore, in four 
or five feet water, within banks of fand, fo that we had breakers 
on both fides of us. Had the wind come from the north, it woulii 
have been impoffible for the canoe to live: but gentle breezes fi-om the 
call, with the Ikilfulnefs of our boatman in this fort of navigation, brought 
ns fafe to meschedizar. On the 28th, I learnt that the governor of this 
province (mazanderan) had colleaed a thoufand men to make head 
againll the rebels; but their unwillingnefs to fight, from their difaffec- 
tjon to the government, had induced them to feparate; the governor 
himfelf bad alfo retired. However the admiral mahommed kiiam 
was there endeavouring by all means to colled a body of forces : Shau- 
VERD^E BEG, a coloncl in the marine, was alfo with him. I fent an 
ARMENIAN fervant to inform them of my arrival, and to beg their pro- 
tedion j on which shahverdie beg fent me a horfe handfomcly capari- 
foned, and four mules for my fervants. The 30th, We came to jjal- 
erush, where I had the fatisfadion to learn the opinion of the Persian 
merchants, that the shah would make good my lofs. Mahommed 

th my arrival in his jurifdidion out of the hands 

life tW ^ ^ happy in having efcaped with my 

onlv f under very melancholy circumllances, having 

only a fmall number of forces to oppofe the rebels; and that he wilhed 
•to be in GHILAN; but could not return thither, for fear of the king’s 

dif- 
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t’Jt'j'lcafiu-e. He recommended to me to continue my rout by water, othcr- 
wilc I muft be cxpofed again to the rebels in a dcicncclefs citj-. 1 had 
no inclination for any more fuch voyages, in which, with every puff of 
wind, I muO: be expofed to be drowned, or driven, without any of the 
nc^eiTa/ics of life, upon a wild and friendlefs flsore. However, to gratif, 
f'.c aJniiral, who knew Icfs of the water than mkny children of five years 
of age, I made enquiry if it was pra<flicabl'j; and found that the inhabi- 
tants of MEsCHKDizAR being afraid of the turkumaks, had deferted 
the place the day I left it, and that it would be to no purpofc to return 
thither. 

Mattruse, my interpreter, was much diftreffed with fadgue and 
fear, aird inflcad of affuling me with his council, talked of rcthing to a 
mcaiaflery, which he thought would be more proper for his age and turn 
of mind, than fuch perilous wanderings j and relblved at the fame time to 
remain in balfrusii. His incapacity of keeping pace on the road, and 
his jealoufy that I did not confide in him, made his company irkfome, 
though he was a very good old man. 

The 3 ifl, Saooc aga having now advanced at the head of a party 
of TURKOMANS withiii a few miles of this city; MAiioMr/rED khan 
went out to reconnoitre his fituation- The khan had with him only about 
So men, and though thefe were well mounted and armed, they were too 
few to come to a6tIon, had his courage difpofed him to it ; nor had the 
TURKOMANS, on thc Other hand, half fo great an inclination to fight 
as to plunder. > Indeed thc gallant figure w'hich this party made, in- 
duced me to hope they would not put it to thc iflue of an unequal en- 
gagement. On the khan's return to the city, 1 waited on him, to thank 
him for the advipe he had given me ; but that it was not praflicable to 
follow it; mesch^dizar being deferted by the inhabitants: therefore. I 
defired a fupply of horfes for myfelf and fervants. He now feimed 
cold and indifferent to my application ; though, in general terms, he ftill pro- 
mifed I flrould have them, but without faying what number, or when : he 
complained at the fame time, that he did not know but to-iiJOirow might 
VoL. I. D d be 
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be his laft j as he was neither in a condition to fight, nor, for fear of his 
mailer’s difpleafure, dared to retire. 

February the ill, I fent a melfage to the khan to remind him of his 
promife j and he alTured my interpreter, that he would take care of us ; 
but did not yet give any orders for horfes or mules. The tartars were 
every hour expedted in the city ; the fhops were fliut, aijd every counte- 
nance full of diftradtion. I refolved tlierefore to depend no longer on the 
promifes of the khan ; but endeavoured to find horfes, mules, or even 
afles, where-ever I could procure them, intending to venture with my 
fervants, if I could get no other company : but I found it impoflible to 
hire any beaft of burthen ; for the greateft part of the people had fled with 
their molt valuable effedts, and others were preparing to follow tlieir exam- 
ple. The weather was very rainy, fo that neither the match-locks, nor even 
the fire-locks of the Persians could be of any great ufe to them againft 
the bows and arrows of the tartars. Under thefe circumftances 1 hatl 
nothing to do, but prepare to receive my conquerors the fecond time, or to 
walk off by myfelf unattended j and of thefe alternatives I chofe tlie former. 
The next day mahommed khan, as if he meant to infult me, fent a 
horfe extremely poor in flelli, and mortally diftempered. I was fomc 
time in doubt whether I fliould accept of him or not ; but at length I 
took ray leave of my interpreter and fervants, olfci ing them what money 
they Ihould have occafion for j and leaving with them the rebels paflj.iort, 
I recommended them to providence. 

The TARTARS were already entering one gate, when I went out at 
the other. I fell in with a party who condudted the baggage of ma- 
hommed khan, and himfelf with his few forces foon followed j hut it 
was not poflible for me to keep pace with them. The tartar boy 
followed me on foot^ but he foon tired, and entreated me moft earneft- 
ly to take him up behind me. Before we had got fix miles the horfe's 
hind- quarters gave way, and he fat upon his tail like a dog, fo that we 
were both obliged to difmount, I now began to wifli myfelf in the city 
again, hardly knowing what method to purfue ; I had wrapped my bo- 
dy rou^d with Ibft per sian lafhes, that 1 might be defended as much poC- 

fible 



Chap. XXXII. RETIRING BEFORE THE TURKOMANS. 313 

fiblc againft the injuries of the weather at this feafon, which is generally fe- 
verc in thefe parts j fo that I was but in a bad condition for v/alking. I had 
no guide, and undcrftood but few words of the language j however with 
the afliftance of the tartar boy, who fpokc Turkish and russ, I 
found my way to the fea-coaft. I had with me a blunderbufs and a pair 
of piftols, intending to keep on my guard. The peafants generally enter- 
tain an opinion that Europeans have fomething valuable about them; 
and this was my cafe, for I ftill retained the greateft part of the money 
I had concealed : and it now feemed necelTary to difguife myfelfin thebeft 
manner I could. My cloaths were already very mean ; and the better to de- 
ceive any robbers, I fet the boy on the horfe, which I led by the bridle, 
as he was yet able to creep along with a fmall weight. There were fe- 
veral rivers to pafs, at w^hich I had the good fortune to find ferries, and 
pleading poverty I pafled gratis. In this manner I continued my journey 
for about ten English miles, perplexed, and extremely harrafled. At 
length the khan’s company, to my great joy, having halted, I got up 
with them, and procured flielter from the weather, with a mat to lay on. 
By this time Mr. hogg ‘ and my Russian menial fervant came up with 
me, having had better fortune than myfelf j for the khan had procured 
them a conveyance on horfeback in company with his own fervants. 

Early the next day I fent to the khan, to acquaint him that it was im- 
poffible to proceed on the horfe which he had fent me : he then ordered 
otliers, for which he demanded more than five times the value. As I knew 
by experience that the pofleffion of them muft be precarious j and finding a 
perfon, who offered to fupply us with better horfes for hire, I declined 
the khan’s infulting offer. We proceeded a fhort day’s journey to a little 
village on the fea-coaft, where we halted, and I was again deprived of my 
horfe. The khan now made a feint, as if he intended to flop the pro- 
grefs of the rebels, who were already advanced in purfuit of him as fer 
as AMUL : obferving the beauty of my piftols, which were mount- 
ed with filver, he defired the loan of them, alledging 'that he was go- 
ing on a party to reconnoitre the rebels. I begged his acceptance of them, 
reminding him at the fame time, that neither myfelf, nor the three per- 

^ My ckrk mentioned in pgc 83. 
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fons who were yet with me, had any c;irrlag.o but what I’ojxndcvl on 
accident, and the charity of the fuldi^rs : iiy-on tliib he again aliiircil me, 
through the little tap tar inlcryrctcr, he would take care in' us. Al‘- 
terafew hours abfenec he returned in fomecenluiien, and ordered all the 
avenues' in the woods to be guarded to preve^u a furprize, a body of re- 
bels being then very near. I had not then ealcir any thing I'or tiear 40 hours 
except a few parched peafe, fo that I was obliged to beg what I dared not, 
and indeed could not buy, but snAiivERDiE beg relieved me. 

All the men and baggage being collcdcd within the walls of the vi- 
zir’s houfe, where the khan was lodged j I concluded they cither in- 
tended a fecret fight, or to defend themfelvcs within thofe walls in cafe 
of an attack. I accordingly joined them, and repeated my inflanccs for 
horfes whenever they fliould march; on which the khan bid me not be 
uneaiy, and promifed that he would not leave any of us behind. \\'l.cn 
night came on, they began their march, and I had the mortificatum to 
find that every thing, even to the leafi: valuable baggage, was tairi>.il oi'/, 
great part on very good horfes; while my fclf, Mr. hog o, my kc;., iav 
fervant, and the little boy, were left alone. My eyes wxrc now ope:KtI, 
and it feemed apparent, that the khan meant to make a facrificc of us, 
and that we fliould be fafer in die hands of the tartars than in hi? ; 
nor was I without many felf-reproaches, for my refufal to l-uy tlie '.l^l 
horfes which the khan had ofiered me, though his dcmaiulh W(.io inl'o- 
lent and opprefiive : but I had no experience of fuch a ncccJliiy, nor was 1 
accuftomed to fervile compliances, fo that I was cafily betrayed inio ibis 
raifiake, I thought indeed the prefent of 60 crowns value in die pi- 
ftols was fiifficient to procure the loan of a few bad horfes fin- or 4 d.;; . , 
even upon the narrow principle of gain ; but wherC gcncrority is a tb'a:.- 
ger, gratitude has fcldom any admittance. Trufling to the goodneR of 
providence I was determined to follow the khan, and t:y if any means 
yet remained to procure fome kind of conveyance. I had not flrength to 
walk far, and there was a deep water to pafs before we ciAild reach the 
fea-fliore. Here we had the good fortune to find a ferry, and b.aving 
pafled the river we came into a wood, where the road was deep and 
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marftiy. It rained hard, and the night was very dark ; but the baggage- 
horfes being heavy laden, moved very 'flowly, fo that I was enabled to 
keep up with them. Under thefe painful circumftances I walked for 
near four miles : being quite jaded, and finding no other expedient, I de- 
termined to fcize the bridle of the horfe on which the khan himlelf was 
mounted, and try if the word shah had any magic to bring him to that 
fenfeofduty, which neither his promife, nor the didates of humanity, 
had yet obtained. Having colleSed fome broken words, and ' the copy 
of the shah’s decree*, which I had in my pocket, I advanced towards 
the khan, and calling him by his name, he halted. My fituation plead- 
ed its own caufe without the affiftance of many words, and he imme- 
diately ordered his vizir’’ to take me up behind him. 

Being thus mounted we went flowly for fome miles, till the khan or- 
dered a hprfe loaded with baggage to be delivered to me, for which I 
was to pay 50 crowns. It was too dark to difeover if it was a horfe, or 
any other animal : I found that I was obliged to pay a very exorbi- 
tant price for a precarious relief, but I confented, as I now fhould have 
done, if he had alked 500. One of the conductors of the baggage had 
compaffion on the tartar boy, and took him up. As for Mr. hogg 
and the Russian fervant, they had hitherto firength to walk j but at 
length Mr. hogq complained to me, that he was not able to move any 
farther, and begged I would relieve him with the ufe of 'my horfe, to 
which I confented j but I was foon reduced to the alternative of difmounting 
my fellow-traveller, or being left on the iliore. From that time I faw no 
more of Mr, hogg till fome days after my arrival in ohii-an. 


The apprehenfions which the khan had conceived of the turku- 
, MANS carried him on from feven in the evening, tiU the fame hour the 
next morning} when after a fhort refreihment, .we continued our 
till four in- the evening. The darknefs ^ of the night had 
creafed by continual rain, whilft the wind, and the beating 0^^ 
on the fhore, .together with the apprehenfions of a 

‘ ■' igrrAi- 
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horror to die fcene. Thefe circumdances rendered 1113'- fitiiatlon not 
eafy to be underftood, except by thofe who have fuflered the Icventics of a 
winter-campaign without any of the neceflaries of life : but inexperience of 
fuch kind pf trials adds fome weight to them, I was more than once 
overcome with deep, and left alonCj ftill it Was my good fortune to get 
■up with my company ; for our march was often interrupted by die rivers, 
which at this time were hardly fordable. 

The 4th, We received intelligence that a body of tartars had been 
at the houfe which we left the night before. The fears of maiiommed 
KH AN magnified his danger, infomuch that every ftirub appeared to him as 
a party of the enemy : and during the night he often drew up his men in 
order of battle, and obliged them to keep their matches lighted. This 
morning the advanced guard gave the alarm, as if they had difeovered a 
body of armed Turkomans pofted in a wood by which we muft pafs, 
the fea being on the oppofite fide. The khan immediately changed his 
cloaths, and preparing for battle, gave orders to fire in upon them. When 
I came up, I found five miferable wretches weltering in their blood, and 
■expiring with the wounds they had received. This formidable enemy 
proved to be only a party of 20 unarmed Afghans, who were going to 
nadir’s camp as recruits. The next day and night we travelled 20 
hours, and at length halted at a village to refrefii ourfelves, where an odd 
adventure happened to me. I had hired a barber to lhave me, who be- 
ing queftioned if he knew that I was a Christian, and confequently 
unclean, left me in the midft of his work. I could hardly forbear laugh- 
ing at the figure I made upon this occafion ; at the fame time I refledted 
on the folly of the man, or rather of his religion. He was indeed right 
in one fenfe j for my cloaths were very dirty, not having been off my 
back for thirteen days. I was now obliged to forget tliat tendernefs which 
my conftitution feemed to require j and lay on the bare earth, though fome- 
tirues I had the fortune to procure a little ftraw. 

The inroads of the Caspian, and the torrents from the mountains, 
had formed many rivers and channels of water, fome of which were hard- 
ly pafiable.The north^wind alfo made lb great a lurge on the Ihore where 

we 
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we were obliged to pafs, that many horfes belonging to our company were 
thrown down by its violence, and their riders in danger of Ijeing drowned. 
The 6tli, I obtained a difeharge of the baggage under which my horfe la- 
boured ; but I found him fo weak on his legs, that I chofe rather to truft 
to my own in pafllng thefe channels, where I feldom efcaped without being 
wet to the mi>idle. In the evening we arrived at espuchin, a little village 
on thefea flrore, where by the kindnefs of shahverdie beg I procured 
fome refreflrments. I was foon informed that the khan was preparing 
to march, which furprized me very much, as there had been no time to 
reft his cavalry : but the ill impreffions which I had received of him, in- 
duced me to go immediately in fearch of intelligence. The village was 
fituated in a wood very marihy, and abounding in ditches, and the houfes 
Icattered in a wild irregular manner. I intended to go where the khan 
was lodged, but night coming on fuddenly, I knew not w'-hich way to 
take, or how to recover my own lodgings j fo that I wandered a confi- 
derable time through ditches and bogs. After being extremely fatigued 
and perplexed, I difeovered a light, and made to it. Here I found one of 
tire AFGHANS, whofe companions I mentioned to have been murdered 
on the fea-flrore : he had fome women with him, ami was preparing for 
flight : my figure furprized him, and he made a ihcuv of defence ; but 
when he learnt that my bulinefs was only to find mahommed khan, 
he direded me to him. I would now have gladly cleaned myfelf, but that 
was impoffible: the khan feemed e.xtremely furprized, and I could 
not explain to him the reafon of fo extraordinary a vifit ; but defired to be 
condufted to my own lodging. The molt ifupid and ungenerous have their 
fits of benevolence. I was agreeably iurjirized to fee vidluals fet before me, 
with water to wafli myfelf, aiul a pan of charcoals to warm me. As far as 1 
could difeover from geftures,aud a few words, the KHANreprefentedMr. el- 
ton’s condudt and mine as very extravagant, in attempting to tranfport our 
merchandize through astrabad to mesched, and exprelTcd a great fen- 
fibility of the danger his own perfon had been expofed to in conicquence 
of the rebellion. At length I was condudled to my lodging, where I 
found my Russian fervant, who had fupported himfejf very well under 
his fatigue, and was extremely faithful to me ; he was undo* the ut- 
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moR an?:iety on my account, having 
hours. 


in vain fearchccl aiccr ni: Tj- iomc 


The yth, After a forced march the khan, thinking hlmil’r out of 
danger, gave his women in charge of siiahverdie ueg, and went to 
to TUNicABUNE, whcre he pretended he would flop the progrefs of the 
rebels. But the truth was, sadoc aga, with his turkumans, proceed- 
ed no farther inqueft of us; for the news of a powerful diverfion, with 
which the main body of the rebels were chreatcncd in khorasan, in- 
duced him to return back. Shahverdie beg being now detached from 
the khan, treated me with the greater civility; but having no conve- 
niences of life with him more than what related to his own perfon, he 
could not affift me with any thing but provifions. 

It is not the cuftom in travelling in Persia for any man to come near 
the women, except their lord or his fervants : but the circumllances we 
had been in, prevented a fcrupulous regard to this diftindlion, and I had 
once the office, not the moft dignified in Persia* of guarding the wo- 
men. My 'RUSSIAN fervant had yet preferved my blundcrbufs, which 
appeared very formidable to the Persians ; for I was feveral times afked, 
“if it carried a ball as big as the bore.” Thofe females who are purchafable 
like other animals, and change their mafter as often as their cloadis, are 
but ill entitled to a defence that may endanger one’s life; though there are 
others of the fex for v. horn one would dare to die. The roads through the 
woods were very marfliy,,whilfl: the fand on the fliore, and the trees which 
the fea had wafhed down, rendered travelling very difagrecablc ; but the 
temperate quality of the air w'as extremely refrefliing. I now firft obferved 
the delightful fituation of many recefles in the mountains, where tliey have 
plenty of delicious running water, with a profufion of vines, orange, aiuj 
lemon trees. 


The loth. We had pafled through the whole province of mazan- 
DERAN, great part of it in the night, and confequently with very little 
opportunity of obfervation, had my 'mind been enough compofed for it. 
In three and twenty days, fince the city of astrabad was taken by the 

■ rebels. 
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rebels, I had not enjoyed an honr of fecurity, or isnl iokcn 'deep. M'c 
were drawing near to langarood, whence I had depaited about fe\cn 
weeks before, and was nov/ as defirous to fee it again, as if it bad been 
my proper home. Mr. elton having been informed that I was on the 
road, fent Mr. loftus his interpreter, with a fervant, and one of iiis beft 
horfes, to meet me. I was much furprized to find, that the news of the 
ASTRABAD rebellion had not reached Mr. elton above two days, though 
the diftance does not much exceed 200 miles : but there is no civilized 
country, if Persia may be called fuch, where there is fo little communi- 
cation, or more irregular intelligence. 

I took my leave of shahverdie efg, and returned him my fincerefl- 
thanks for the kindnefs he had fliewu me, to which my prcTervation was 
in a great degree owing : it was therefore the greater concern to me to 
hear, that the charadter he bore was not much fuperior to that of ma- 
HOMMED KHAN. The SHAH, uot long before this time, had given siiah- 
VERDIE BEG directions about the execution of a certain bufinefs, and 
ordered him at the fame time to be baftinadoed. The king then alTccd 
him: “ Do you know why you have been beaten ?” lie anfucred in the 
negative: “ It is," fays the sii aii, “ that in remembrirg the blows, you 
“ may remember alfo the charge I have given you j and without wliich 
" I am fure you would have forgotten it," Extraordinary as this conduff 
may appear, it was an inftance of nadir’s figacity, according to the 
principles by which he was generally direded. For shahverdie beg, 
though my friend, was a tboughtlefs, vain fellow, whole aflinity with 
fome great men in the camp, had been the only means of laving him 
more than once from much feverer punifliments. I related to Mr. lof- 
tus the tre.tment I bad received from mahommed khan, and foon 
difeovered that Mr elton and the khan were not friends. The lat- 
ter was envious of Mr. elton’s growing povv'cr with the suah, and in- 
Read of forwarding, fought to obftrud the new defign of building /hips 
on the CASPIAN j and knowing the relation I ha 1 to Mr. elton, he had 
aded, as the reader may judge, as if he was very indifferent about my pre- 
fervation. 

VoL. I. E e 
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CHAP. xxxiir. 


The author is kindly received by Mr. elton. He refohes to go in fcarch of 
the SHAH j and in the way is receinsedby hah ogee zamon with great po- 
litenefs. Character o/'mahommed khan. State of PERSIA in regard to 
rebellion. Persian manner of eatings and the nature of their beds. 

M r. ELTON received me with open arms, and congratulated me on 
having efcaped with my life and liberty. He feemed confident 
that the shah would do us jufticOj and indeed the people, as I came a- 
long, were every where of that opinion, though they very much arraign- 
ed his prudence and my own for making this attempt. I had already re- 
folved, if necelTary, to go in fearch of the shah, who was then in 
TURKEY j but my legs and feet were much fwelled and bruifed, my boots 
not having been olF for fixteen days : fome time was alfo neceflary to pro- 
vide myfelf frelh cloathing, not having faved any part of what I carried 
to ASTRABAD. 

I acquainted Mr. elton where I had left matteuse, and tlie other 
^ARMENIAN fervant, and alfo my clerk Mr. hogg, whofe fituation I was 
very apprehenfive would expofe him to fome misfortune. Mr. elton 
immediately fent fervants and horfes in quell of him, and after a few 
days he was brought home. He had overtaken mahommed khan 
near the borders of ghilan, who according to the treatment I had 
received of him, had provided Mr. hogg a horfe, for which he was to 
pay a confiderable price, though the beaft fell under him before he had 
advanced two miles. Mr. hogg now appeared as a man expiring in a 
lingering confumption : he had been two days and three nights expofed 
to the cold and rain without any food or Ihelter ; five feveral times rob- 
bed, till they left him almoft naked, and being often in danger of his 
life, was at length relieved by the charity of fome monks “, whofe retreat 
in the mountains he had the good fortune to difeover. As to mat- 
teuse, and the other Armenian whom I left at balfrush, they did 

* There are ceitain dervises, or religious men among the Persians, who lead a reclufe life. 
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not come home till three weeks after, fo that they efcaped thefe feverc 
hardlhips. Sajjoc aga gave them a paflport at BAi.Frrsn under his 
feal, the pompous flyleof which, confidering his circumllanc.s, will give 
the reader an idea of oriental language, as well as of pebsian tolly. 

“ To the vidtorioiis armies be it known, that matteuse the au.menian 

“ is here. Let him not be molclled, but live under our fliadow.” 

The. 1 2th, I received the news, that Mr. panton, one of the exolish 
fadtors, died of a jaundice at casbin, in his way to mesched. He was 
the fifth perfon that died fince 1740 out of fixteen Europeans, v/hohad 
been employed in the British Caspian trade. 

Mr. ELTON finding that he could not procure men for the iliip-yard, 
notwithfianding shahverdie beg had received the shah’s orders tofup- 
ply them j fent out a fmall party armed with clubs to take them by force ; 
but inftead of executing their bufinefs, they laid down their arms, and 
deferred. This had irritated shaverdie beg in fucha manner, that we 
expedted to be attacked in our turn. Being thus upon terms of enmity, 
Mr. ELTON ordered the two three poumlers, which were planted before 
his door, to be loaded with cartridge fiiot ■, and we nil put ourfelves in 
a pofture of defence. 

As I had already been fufficicntly entertained in the hoftile way, and 
fhould not have chofen to pierce that bread to which I had been a few 
days before indebted for my prefervation, I took my leave of Mr. el'I'on, 
and fet out for resiid. It had rained inceflantly for feveral days, which 
rendered the roads extremely bad, till we advanced higher into the moun- 
tain, where the foil is gravelly. Though ghilan was reputed to be 
under the lead unhappy circumdanccs of any province in perm a, yet 
the villages were in a very ruinous condition. From langarood to 
LAHijAN is about feven English miles: the latter being on an emi- 
nence, and dry, is edeemed the mod wholfomc in the province ; for here 
the mountains openapafTage for the wind. The rains had filled a large 
fpot of ground, and formed a f^uare regular piece of watifir, in which 
were abundance of wild fowl : in the centre of it dood a grove upon a 

^ Shaverdie beg. 
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rifing ground, which ferved to beautify the profpea:, and render it as de- 
lightful as the rudenefs of the feafon would admit. Here I was received 
by HAHDGEr, zAMON, who was diflinguillied for his good fenfe, as well 
as authority in iliat place. . ' . 

The PERSIANS, who boaft of the antiquity of their monarchy and go- 
vernment, have Hill a remembrance of that learning and politcncfs for 
which they have been for fo many ages diftinguiflied all over asia. Being 
ignorant of the vaft improvements that are made by their neighbours 
the RUSSIANS, they confider themfelves in general as greatly fuperior to 
them j the truth is, they fee very few but their unpoliflied merchants, 
or ruder feamen. During our perilous journey through mazanderan, 
my RUSSIAN fervanthad always ilept in the fame apartment with me ; and 
now forgetting the diftindion, he came into the room where we fat, and 
fell alleep. I begged the hahdgee’s pardon, which with great politenefs 
he granted j but not without making fome remarks on the unpoliflied 
manners of the Russians j adding however that under their govern- 
ment GHILAN was rich, and that he believed the inh..bitants would not 
think it any unhappinefs if the Russians were again mafters of that 
province. He then complained aloud of the prefent government, re- 
fleding on the meannefs of nadir’s birth, and of the perfons em- 
ployed by him} fpeaking in favour of none of the grandees, except 
KASSiM khan, and mustapka khan. I took notice to him in 
what manner I had been treated by mahommed khan : “You muft 

not be furprized,” fays he, “ Mahommed khan is a very mean perfon. 

A few years fince he was fent to the river attok, to build rafts for 
“ the army, when the shah made his expedition into India. Tlie 
“ khan had alfo orders to colled provifions, which he performed to 
“ the fatisfadion of the stiak. He was afterwards fent to mazande- 
“ ran to colled timber to be tranfported by land a-crofs the Persian 
“ empire to Cameroon ; this he performed, though at the price of the 
“ ruin of that province, of which he was afterwards made governor, 
“ There he colleded the taxes, according to the ftyle of this country, ve- 

ry well } that is, with the utmoft oppreflion. 1 am amazed at his 

“ treat- 
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" treatment of you : it is true, he is extremely a\'ai-itious but the protec- 
“ tion and even licipicality you was entitled to .upon every principle of 
“ juftice, could not have coft him any thing j and would have been high- 
“ ly to his reputation : liowever you lee how mean a foul he has.’' Mr. 
LOFTUSj whom Mr. elton had now lent me as an interpreter, then 
took notice, that feme officers and foldiers belonging to mahommed 
KHAN, knowing we were going to the camp, had defired him to fay no- 
thing concerning the conduejit of iheir general, who had behaved as ill to 
Mr. ELTON in the maritime bufinefs, as he had done to me in my dif- 
trefs. 

It is common for men in the fulncfs of the heart to complain of the 
evils they fuffier, even vvhen they enjoy a large portion cvf good. The 
HAHDGEE, who faw the miferies of his country, and had been pillaged in 
common with others, now broke out into many cxclamatiuns, “ I nnifl; 
“ confefs,” fays he, “ our king is a man of great natural parts, and in- 
“ flexibly jufl in fome inflances j but he ads as if he meant to ruin this 
“ poor country by the rnoll defpicable inflruments : he employs only 
“ men of the lowed: birth and education. It is true, he has cut off num- 
“ bers of them for their wickedneE } but they are infatu.it. .1, and take no 

warning. The shah himfelf is in his nature cruel; but thefe men im- 
“ prove on his cruelty : if they are font to take my cap, they take my 
“ head alfo: for the diftance of the court often encourages their infolence. 
“ Oppreffion will make a wife man mad ; and dcfpair will drive people 
“ to rebellion, of which you have lately had a fad experience. When the 
“ fanners hear of infurredions near them, they oftentimes refufe not on- 
“ ly to pay their taxes, but their rents alfo : this fometimes involves us 
“ in extreme mifery : but the greateft diftrefs of this countiy is ov/ing to 
“ robbers, who bring all things into confulion, and thefe arc the conflant 
“ attendants upon rebellions,” 

Supper being now brought in, a fervant prclcnted a bafon of water, 
and a napkin hung over his fliouiders : he went to every one in the 
eompany, and poured water on their hands to waffi. In the court- yard 
flood a large lamp, which was fupplied with tallow, and in the middle of 

the 
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the room upon the floor, was one large wax-candle j which they fnufled 
with fciflers into a tea-cup of water. A large falver in foi m of a tea- 
board was fet before every perfon, covered with a plate" of pleo, on which 
was a fmall quantity of minced meat mixed up with fruits and fpices. 
There were alfo plates of comfits, feveral china- bafons of flierbcts as fwcet, 
four, and other waters, with cakes of rice, and others of wheat flower, on 
which were fprinkled the feeds of poppies, and others of the like nature. 
As they efleem it an abomination to cut either bread, or any kind of meat, 
after it is drefled, thefe cakes are made thin, that they may be eafily bro- 
ken with the hand, and their meat, which is generally mutton, or fowls, 
is fo prepared, that they divide it with their fingers. When every thing 
was fet in order before them, they eat faft, and without any ceremony, 
feeding themfelves with their fingers. It luuft be confefled, that the Per- 
sians are not very nice in their manner of eating 3 for they greafe their 
hands, and befmear their beards. Supper was no Iboner over, than warm 
water was brought to walli, which being done, they re.fiimcd their dif- 
.courfe. And here it is worthy of remark, that when the oldefl: man in 
the company fpeaks, though he be poor, and fet at the lower end of the 
room, they all give a flrid attention to his words. 

Soon after fupper the company retired, and beds were taken out of 
nitches made in the wall for that purpofe, and laid on the carpets. I’hcy 
confifted only of two thick cotton quilts, one of which was folded double, 
and ferved as a mattrefs, and the other as a covering, with a large flat pil- 
low for the head. The Persians ufually fleep in their under garment 
and drawers, by which means they are lefs fubjedt to catch cold than we 
are, as well as much fboner dreflfed and undrefTed. I was ftruck with 
this fimplicity which renders ufelefs fo many things, that in Europe are 
thought effential to the well-being of life. This is the ordinary method j 
but their princes and great men, who indulge themfelves in a higher 
taile, ufe fheets, and other delicate appurtenances of a bed 3 though with- 
out any of that parade which is pradtifed in Europe 5 nor do they crowd 
their apartments with unneceflary and fuperfluous furniture. 

^ This is a PERSIAN word, though well underftoodin exjrofe. 
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The 1 8th, I fet forward for reshd, well falisfied with the laft night’s 
entertainment. I found the trees blown down, and the roads much 
broken up j the fafeines of which they were made, being uncovered. 
Though in general the country is marfliy, yet the bridges are quite ncgleft- 
ed. It rained irxefiantly for nine hours very heavily. Faffing by feveral 
plantations of mulberry-trees, and the burying-ground of fome of my 
countrymen lately dead, I arrived the next day at reshd, where Mr. el- 
TON had his houfe for commercial affairs. Here I was viiited by Mr. 
BROWN and Mr. wilder, the only two English gentlemen in that ci- 
ty, Mr. VAN mierop being gone to mesciied. Though there was a 
great jealoufy fubfilling between Mr. brown and Mr. elton, yet I re- 
ceived great marks of friondffiip and politenefs from the furmcr ; I had 
alfo a vi/it from three french miffionaries, of whom one profeffed pby- 
llck, and was afterwards in great efteem witli nadir shah, having cur- 
ed him of a dangerous diforder. The shah expreffed his gratitude by fc- 
veral prefents of value ; but this miffionary happening unluckily to be in the 
camp when nadir was put to death'’ j he was ftripped, and narrowly e- 
fcaped being murdered. They v»'cre all three icnfiblc, polite men, par- 
ticularly father le Garde, who had been many years in Persia, and refided 
at ISFAHAN, when it was taken by the Afghans, and of v.'hom 1 learnt 
fome particulars in relation to nadir shah. 

The 20th, I vifited ordo kouli beg, governor of the province, 
whofe ufual refidenceis in rbshd. Here I had a fpecimen of Persian 
infolsnce, by the oppofition which, without any autliority, and contra- 
ry to cuftom, a creature of mahommed khan made to my going into 
the governor’s prefence. The governor, wlio was an old man, received me 
with great civility, and as the cuffom of Europeans is well known in 
this province, he immediately ordered a chair to be fet for me. I ac- 
quainted him of the misfortune that had befallen me, and that I was go- 
ing to feek juftice of the shah j and therefore def red he would inform 
me where I fhould moft probably find him. He fiid he could not give 
me any exaft intelligence, but believed the shah would be in turkey, 

^ Abo;e three years after this time, 
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■ or not far from the borders of svria. The apr.rtmcn: was full of people 
feated on n^mets' fpread round the fiJes of the room, the fervants and 
foldiers ftanding in the fquare below. I took my leave of the governor, 
and paid avifit to M. bakoonin the Russian conful : As he feemed to 
have always a defire to render the British factors of as little confidcra- 
tion as polTible in the eye of the Persians, he did not return my vifit in 
three days: but being difpofed to cultivate a good unJerllanding with him, 

I fent him word, -that I was forty for his indisposition 5 he undcrllood 
the reproof, and immediately came to fee me that very day, making ma- 
ny excufes for his delay. 

Having provided myfelf with cloaths, bedding, and kitchen furniture, 
likewife with tents, mules, and horfes, as well as fire-locks and fabres for 
my five attendants, the 26th I fet out on my journey. I obferved on this 
occafion, that large mules are as dear here as in Portugal; one, I re- 
member, coft me 250 crowns': they are incomparably the mofi: ufe- 
ful animal in rocky countries, being very fure footed, and able to carry 
great burthens for long journies. The country here about abounds with 
fields of rice, and plantations of mulberry-trees : fome of the mountains 
are covered with cyprus-trees, others are naked rocks rifing upon rocks to 
a vaft height : lawns and arable lands with fome mean villages are inter- 
fperfed in the valleys. We travelled this day to kohtune, which is about j 8 
miles from reshd; the elders of the place being abfent, we were obliged to 
fet up in a caravanferai, which was really an old liable in ruin : from 
kohtune, for 5 or 6 englifh miles the country is marfhy. Faffing the 
river kizilazan we afeended the mountains by the rahdar ® of nog- 
lab ar, where, ‘ having no merchandize, we pafiTed for a fmall acknow- 
ledgment. From thence we proceeded 22 miles to rustumabad, a ru- 
ined -caravanferai, famous for having been the rendezvous of a band of 
robbers: From thence through luah 16 miles to roodbar, on the 
banks of the river kizilasan ; the country is well covered with olive, 
orange, and other trees, and in the neighbourhood there is alfo dry ara- 
ble land. This place lies on the declivity of a -hill, from whence runs a 

^ pelts of camels hair. ^ Sixty-two pounds tea fliillings. ® A Persian toll, 
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ftream of water conveyed by channels to the roots of the olive-trees, 
which the peafants cultivate with great afliduity. 'fhe heat of the wea- 
ther, though we were now in February, fatigued us extremely. 

The 28th, We paffedthe kizilazan in canoes, into which wc load- 
ed our baggage, and fwam over our horfes and mules 5 the ftream was 
fo rapid, that it carried fome of them near a quarter of a mile. As we 
afeended the mountains, the climate was much altered, and the wind blew 
fo hard, that we were obliged to difmount, for fear of being blown down 
the precipice, for in many places the path is not two feet wide. The 
mountain rifes fteep on one fide, and the valley, in which arc fome branches 
of the KIZILAZAN, is on the other, Wc travelled this day about 18 miles. 
The day following the road was very bad j for wc were obliged to pafs 
the fame river about thirty times in two hours, as the path on different 
fides condudted us, while the rocks rofe perpendicular from the river 
We came about 25 miles to a caravanferai very much ruined, where we 
thought it neceffary to keep a ftrift watch. 

The ift of March, we travelled three farsanos ® over mountains : 
this paflage is fo extremely narrow, that part of the shah’s army, in paf- 
fing that way not many months before, loft fcvcral men and horfes, which 
tumbled down the precipices. At length we came upon the great plain 
of CASEIN, which was covered three feet deep with fnow : a narrow 
foot-path was trodden, but our horfes and mules often tumbled from it, 
and plunged into the fnow j upon which occafions we were obliged to un- 
load the mules in order to recover the path. The reflcdlion of the fun 
upon the fnow became fo extremely painful to my eyes, that I could not 
proceed on my journey without great difficulty. The little villages upon 
this plain are built fo, that half the houfes are under the furfacc of the 
earth, and the tops of them formed into a cone, for the convenicncy of 
carrying off the fnow. We arrived that evening to a little village near aga- 
BABA, where we were obliged to take up with a ruined ftable, and alfb 
to keep watch all night. The day following we fet out ibme time be- 

^ Tiiis place is fuppofed to be the fauces hy rcani /e, * iz qiUei* 

VoL. I. F f fore 



228 DESCRIPTION OF THE Part IL 

fore fun-rife, as well to avoid the danger of being blinded by the reflcdtioii 
of the fun-beams, as to enjoy the benefit of a firmer road. 


CHAP. XXXIV. 

JDefcription of the city of casbin, and of the palace built by nadir shah. 
- Converfation with a Persian merchant with regard to the trade of Per- 
sia. Further conquer Jation with the fame merchant concerning the cala- 
mitous condition of Persia. 

B eing arrived at casbin, I paid my compliments to hahdgee 
ABDULCR iM, the greateft merchant in the place. He provided me 
with a good houfe near his own, and told me that I muft fubmit to ftay 
fome time in that city, as it was impoflible to proceed on my journey on 
account of the fiiow j adding that 800 Afghans were in the city, who 
had been for fome time prevented from continuing their march to the 
camp; and that for the fame reafon 50 camels loaden with rice for the 
ufe of the shah’s army, had been obliged to I'eturn after one day’s jour- 
ney. Several couriers arrived, fome of whom had their eyes fo injured 
by the refledtion of the fun on the fnow, that they could not fee at all. 
The hahdgee oblerv'ed further, that they muft fubmit to this inconvc* 
nience, for the plenty of their harveft depended in a great meafure on the 
fiiow. The houfes here are for the moft part below the furface of the 
earth, as are many of the gardens joining to them, to obtain the conve- 
nience of water, which is brought to them from a confiderable diftancc 
in channels j for as we ufually bring water up to our houfes, they level 
their houfes to the water, which however are not the Icfs agreeable in hot 
weather : they are generally built with fun- dried bricks, and their ce- 
ment is a ftrong lime : the roofs are flat, fo that it is eafy and familiar to 
fleep on the houfe- tops , Thefe buildings are enclofed witli a mud-wall j 
they confift of two divifions, the outer ftands in a large area, and confifts 
of a fpacious room one fide which is open, and fupported with pil- 
lars. In thefe they difpatch their bufinefs, and alfo eat, when they do 
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not retire to the women’s apartment. There are nitches in the wall, which 
aniwer tlie purpofe of tables : the floors aie covered with large worfted 
carpets j and on the lides of the room are felts about a yard broad, and are 
generally two or three yards longj thefe are called njemets, as already 
mentioned, and are made cither with wool, or camels hair, and being very 
thick and foft, are ufed for fitting upon. In the wings of this apartment 
there are fmaller rooms for lodging : and in the fame yard are apartments 
for the fervants, and alfo their ftables. On the back part of this building is 
another, likewife enclofed by a wall ; which, for the fake of privacy, is ge- 
nerally entered by two turnings : here is the women’s apartment into 
which no man is fuffered to enter except the mafler of it. 

The water in c as bin has an exceeding bad reputation j I correded its 
quality by boiling raifins and barley with it, by which means none of us 
found any inconvenience. The badnefs of this water, wdth the hidden 
changes of the weather, aifed ftrangers in fuch a manner, that it is re- 
markable that numbers leave records of their ficknefs in writings on the 
walls of the great caravanferai. 

This city ftands on very high land, though a plain, wdiich is furround- 
edwith mountains at fome miles diftance; the air is fine and fubtil. In 
fummer the heats and colds alternately fucceed each other, and though the 
days are very hot, in the nights the winds are extremely piercing j the a- 
bundance of fruit which the common people eat, contributes greatly to tlie 
unwholefomenefs of the place. The 3d, I vifited the iiahdgee, who in- 
filled on my dining with him : their hour is about 1 1 in tlie morning ; 
he had milks differently prepared, cheefe fomewhat like our curds, com- 
fits, and cakes of bread. It is the cufhom here, as in mofb parts of asia, 
to make but two meals, of which the mofl: confiderable is in the evening, 
as pradifed^in the fouthern parts of Europe : and at this feafon of the year 
they begin to fleep two or three hours after dinner. The hahdgee eft- 
enquired how I liked Persia : I told him astrabad and reshd were 
the only places I had feen j that he knew I was but ill treated in the for- 

^ Haram, this word fignifies prohibited to men* 
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mer : he then enquired after that rebellion, and informed me with a fcem- 
ing concern, that thofe rebels were already defeated, I acquainted him 
upon what bufinefs I was going, and afked his opinion of it; to which he 
aniwered : “ You may be perfedlly aflured the king will do you jullice. 
“ One of our own merchants lately fold the value of 20,000 crowns to 
“ the BASHA of BABYLON, foi* the payment of which he received an order 
on the BASHA of bassora ; in the interim the shah befieged basso- 
“ RA, fo that the basha refufed payment. The merchant then cora- 
“ plained to the shah, who imme^ately ordered him payment out of a- 
“ ny of his treafurles he lliould chufe ; and accordingly he has been paid 
“ 10,000 crowns in reshd, 5000 in Isfahan, and 5000 at cashan. 
“ The BASHA, not caring to be out-done in generofity, has repaid the 
“ money to the shah.” He then added further : “ You ought to thank 
GOD for your misfortune; if you had not been plundered in astra- 
“ BAD, fome worfe evil would have befallen you. The trade to me- 
** s CHE D is not proper for Europeans ; there is no-body can take off 
goods in any large quantities ; the Persian merchants are extremely 
** poor.” I obferved to him, that the English company at Isfahan 
had formerly a confiderable trade all over the empire, and particularly in 
ISFAHAN and CASBIN. To which he replied : “ casbin had then 
‘ twelve thoufand houfes inhabited, and now it has only eleven hundred ; 
fee fiom this eminence how this poor city is in ruins ! nor is is r ah an 
much better; that city had formerly a hundred thoufand houfes well 
inhabited, of which many were not much inferior in fplendor to the 
royal palace, which is the glory of the world : but incredible as it 
naay feem to you, I am aflured that only ^000 houfes are now inha- 
“ bited. I have formerly been at Isfahan with a caravan of 30,000 
crowns value, and in lefs than three months returned home with my 
capital, and a profit of 4000 ; now I could not fell 3000 crowns in ten 
" montiis, Alas ! fir, you know not to what mifery we are reduced.” 
To this I replied : “ I am very forry to hear your complaints, and to fee 
o much reaion for them ; for casbin indeed appears in ruins. When 
‘‘ your fovereign has accompliftied his defigns, furely he will change his 
“ fyftem : he can never mean to deftroy the people ; for that would be in 
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“ efFed to deftroy himfelf. In Europe he is confidered as a great prince 
“ and conqueror, who has reftored the Persian monarchy, and filled the 
royal trealuries with the fpoils of india. I am very fcniible that it fel- 
“ dom happens, that the ambition of princes contributes to the happinefs 
of their people, tliough it often occafions their mifery. We have had 
“ many inftances of this in Europe. It is true, tlie king^of Sweden 
“ was at length as unfortunate as he was rafli : and prance, which is 
“ one of the moft formidable powers in Europe, has lately diftrefled her 
“ fubjedls extremely by this vain defire of conqueft,” The iiahdgee 
replied ; “ Who was it that reftored the Persian empire hut the per- 
“ siANS j and who afliftedthe king to conquer india but the Persians ? 
“ He has now a foreign force, and governs us with an army of tartars.” 
The circumftances I was in, made me think it proper to decline a fuithcr 
difeuffion of fo tender a point, and I took my leave. 


I then went to fee the new palace which nadir shah had built in this 
city adjoining the old one: the entrance of it is formed by an avenue of hjfty 
trees near three hundred yards long, and fifteen or twenty broad. The 
wall round it is about an English mile and a half in circumference j it is 
thick and lofty, having only one entrance, which is an arclicd gate j the 
top of this gate projedls, and is formed into many fmall fquares : within 
are four large fquares, with lofty trees, fountains, and running water, which 
make the place awful and majeftic. Tlie apartments are raifed about fix 
feet from the ground : the aivan, or open hall, is in the center, and 
fliuts in with falling doors. The apartments are ornamented in an In- 
dian taftej and the cielings. formed into fmall fquares, imbellilhcd uith 
writings of moral fentcnccs in very legible characters : moft of the win- 
dows are of thick-coloured glafs, made tranlparent, and painted with fuch 
art, and in fuch proper fliades, that the glafs feems cut into the fevcral 
figures it is defigned to reprefent : many of the floors are only of hard 
earth, others of a compofition of bcaLen ftone: the feeming defedt 
in this inftance is made up by the conftant ufe of carpets. 

The HARR AM is magnificent, confifting of a fquare within its own 
wall of brick, about 30 feet high and 2 I thick; there are four diftindt 
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aparinicnts, in fome of which are fountains, Avhich fcrvc to moderate the 
heat of fummer, by giving the air a refrclhing coolnels. 'I'lre rooms are 
lined with stocco worh, painted in the Indian tallc, witli birds and 
flowers of different magnitudes, the colours beautiful, and fet off with 
gilt edgings : the apartments have fmall chimney-pieccs in a mean tafle, 
and fome are ornamented with looking-glaflcs in fmall fquares, of ma- 
ny different dlr-ienfions, fet into the walls. There are fome few apart- 
ments below grr und, admirably contrived for coolnefs. Near the har- 
RAM is the eunuChIs apartment, remarkable only for its having but one 
door, and that a very ftrong one. The brick of which the whole of the 
modern building is made, appears to be ill prepared for duration. Here 
arealfo fome old apartments built by shah abas yet ftanding, in which 
are fome bad pieces of European figures by European painters: the 
PERSIANS themfelves are as ignorant of fhades as the Chinese. The apart- 
ment, where the shah kept his casbin treafury, I was not permitted to 
fee, not even the place where it flood : they faid he had above twenty 
millions of crowns ' there, of which part was in large ingots of gold, run 
into cavities in the earth, the better to fecure it from being plundered. 

Casbin is famous for having driven out the Afghans on their fiifl 
coming into Persia j but their revolt cofl dear to the inhabitants of Isfa- 
han, as I fhall hereafter relate. This city is inclofed within a wall a- 
bove a mile in each fquare, with a great number of regular turrets and 
port-holes for arrows. It is famous in flory, as being one of the chief 
cities of the antient parthia, the refidence of many of the Persian 
kings, and the burial-place of ephestion the favourite of Alexander 
the GREAT. 

The 9th, Though the fun vV’as warm, yet as the fnow lay very deep, it 
was impoflible to attempt the profecution of my journey 3 and here were 
feveral companies and caravans in the fame circumftances, I thought my- 
felfvery happily lodged in the hah d gee’s houfej biit fome part of it 
paitook of the common ruin : for this day the top of the flable, in 
which my horles and mules were lodged, tumbled iiij and it was with 
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difficulty we faved them fi*om being fuffocated j hut by a fingukr good ’ 
fortune they efcaped with a few bruizes only. 


The loth. This being the Persian new-years day, I went to pay my 
compliments to tlie hahdgee, and to wiffi him happinefs. Alas,” faid 
he, “ what happinefs have we to expcdt ? I am now paying 5000 crowns 

a year to the shah in duties, and he demands 5000 more for fublift- 
“ ence-money ; , how am I to fupport my family ? I am fure my trade ’ 
“ will not do it ^ if the king goes on at this rate, in another year we muft 
“ make money of wood, for neither gold nor filvcr will appear except in 
“ his treafuries. Nor is this the only calamity under which we groan j . 
“ we are often beaten for what we have not : Human flclh and bones can 
“ never agree with a flick; what are men to do under fuch circumflances ? 

“ If they do not take up arms againft their fovercign, they mufl fly their 
“ country. I know that our king is a very extraordinary perfon ; but he • 
“ has no mercy, and adls more like a thief than a king.” This difeourfe 
feemed to be the fequel of what he had a mind to fay a few days before : 

I made anfwer, “ I apprehend, Sir, the conquefl of the afoh ans about 
“ 20 yeai-s ago, and the ravages committed in confcquence of foreign wars 
“ and intefline broils, have given a wrong bent to the minds of the pkr- 
“ SI ANS ; many of them certainly deferve chaflifement, and tlieir punilh- 
“ ment mufl often involve, the innocent in great calamities. . It is true, I 
“ do not underfland the politics of your king; but I hope he has fome 
“ good in flore for you.” At this the company, fevcral perfons being pre- 
fent, lifting up their eyes to heaven, prayed that it might be fo. The 
HAHDGEE then refumed the difeourfe, and afkcd me, “ what J had ob- 
“ ferved in Persia ” : I told him, “ that where-ever I had been, there 
“ leemed to be a great want of people, of induflry, and of money : ” to , 
which he replied, " I have already told you in what diflrefs wc are in for 
“ want of money, and with what cruelty we arc treated : tliis has induced 
“ thoufands of our people to fly for fhelter into India and though we - 

* There has been always a conlidcrable number of per'’! a ns fettled in India, pardetdarfy in the 
trading towns on the coafl of Coromandel and m a l a b a a ; but the h a H d c E B altodcd to thofe who t 
had taken refuge in the northern and wcllcrn p.iits of inui 
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“ hate the Turks more than wc do the Christians ; yet it is incredible 
“ what a number of Persians have taken refuge in turkey.” 

This fort of difeourfe, however interefting to the Persians, was not 
altogether proper for me. I obferved they made no fort of fcruple of call- 
ing their king a rascal nor was he ignorant in general in what man- 
ner they treated him ; but he punifhed only thofe perfons who were 
acute and refined in their lampoons, as I fliall have occafion more fully to 
explain hereafter. 

I had this day an opportunity of obferving how ill the priefts in fomc 
countries inftrudt the people in the eflentials of religion j my Russian 
fervant, in whofe commendation I have already fpoken, had thrown fomc 
fuperfluous meat into the fireet, alledging that he would fooner give it 
to dogs than to mahommedans, feveral mifcrable wretches being then 
waiting for it, v/hofe hunger would not have fuffered the nice difiinc- 
tion of refufing food from a Christian. 


Being near my departure, I rode about to fee every thing that was worth 
notice j in particular the market-place ^ which had once made a confide- 
rable figure ; three parts of it were now in ruins j and old women ap- 
peared in feveral of the (hops, which in former times was not pradifed. 
Here is a very, noted caravanferai, with a large entrance and a magnificent 
domej it has a great iquare furrounded with piazzas, within which are 
lodgings and apartments for the reception of merchandize. This build- 
ing coft 27,000 crowns : here we paid a vifit to the governor of vara- 
MiE, who was under the cuftody of a meffenger, and going to the camp. 

Nesr kouli myrza, the shah’s fecond fon, and general of his 
forces in shirvan, had now demanded a fupply of 500,000 crowns in 
lilver, which required 130 mules. The governor, who had tliis com- 
miffion, accordingly feized all the mules he could find, paying for them 
what price he pleafed ; he infilled upon mine till I reprefented to him the 
indignity he would offer me as a foreigner, and the violence as being under 


® The word they ufe is ku rum sack. 
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the king’s immediate protedtion ; that if he took the mules by force, he might 
be well affured, the king fliould be informed very minutely of it j upon 
which he thought proper to deiift. At the fame time a nephew of the 
shah’s firft fecretary came to vifit me, requeuing that I would take a 
parcel for his uncle ; but that he muft firfl confult whether it was a lucky 
hour : he did not return, fo that I concluded his prieft had marked me 
out for further difafters. 


CHAP. XXXV. 

The author fets out from casein for the Persian camp. The moji mate- 
rial events till his arrival in the camp. Remarkable i’ljlanccs if the fu- 
perjlition of the PERSIANS. 

O N the I ith, the weather was now warm, and great part of the 
fnow melted : the caravan with the 500,000 crowns, guarded by 
800 AFGHANS, begun their march j I therefore fet out on my journey, 
diredting my courfe towards hamadan ; for it was reported, that the fe- 
veral rebellions on foot, particularly that of shir as, had induced tlie 
SHAH to return home, and that the army was in full march towards that 
city. I thought it eflential to my fecurity under fo diifradted a ftate 
of things, to join a large company who were going to the camp ; among 
thefe was a young officer, the fon of a wealthy merchant of Isfahan. 
It is a common cuftom for the kings of Persia, to take a fon out of 
every rich family, that the wealth of the parents may be a fecurity for the 
good condudl of the fon. When men’s intereft do not clafli, their being 
of the fame profeffion often induces them to fliew a more diftinguiffied 
regard to each other ; particularly among young perfons, whofc affedtions 
are untainted by the world : this young man, though a foldicr by necef- 
fity, conhdered himfelf as a merchant, and fliewed me great kindnefs. ’ 

As we trayelled on hardly any thing took my light but the ruins of 
towns and villages j the richnefs of the foil, and the foftnefs of the cli- 
mate, rendering this profpedl fo much the more lamentable. The next 
day we met four couriers from the camp, from whom we learnt, that the 
VoL. I. G g SH4.H 
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SHAH was marching towards hamadan. This country abounds In elks, 
which fcemed to be as fleet as birds ; for none of our horfes could reach 
them: the Persians call them gihan, and pretend there is mullc near 
their tails. The fkeletons of feveral camels were lying near the road, the flefli 
of which had been confumed by wolves : this animal is very ill qualified 
to travel upon the fnow, or wet ground ; tlie breadth in which they car- 
■ ry their legs, when they flip, often occafions their fplitting themfcives ; fo 
that when they fall with great burthens, they feldom rife again : they are 
moll: ufeful, as is well known, in deferts and plain dry countries, and will 
travel two or three days with little or no water. The weather was ex- 
tremely delightful, but we could not travel above five leagues a day. 

It feemed to be eftablilhed as a cuftom in Persia, for military people 
to pillage where-ever they go, at leaft to compel the peafants to procure 
provifions for them : this often occafions the latter being deaf to all im- 
portunities on any principle of humanity, or the laws of hofpitality. We 
arrived at a village, the houfes of which were built with flone, and made 
fo defenfible, that we could not procure any entrance, till we prepared to 
take a houfe by fcaling the walls. 

The 13th, We met four couriers going to casein, with orders for 
the forces there to march to shir van, to juin nesr kouli myrza : we 
were often neceflitated to take up with lodgings in fo ruinous a condition, 
that I was apprehenfive of falling into the fame circumflances as my hor- 
fes had been in at casein. Befides the difh'elTes occafioned by nadir’s 
tyranny, mofl: of the towns and villages, on the frontiers of turkey, 
having been ruined by the Turks, and the inhabitants carried into flave- 
ry, the whole appeared as a feene of defolation : as we approached tlie 
few villages, the inhabitants taking us for foldiers or robbers, which was 
much the fame, fled into the mountains, and left us to provide for our 
-fclves. 

The 14th, Our advanced guard, difeovering a party whom they took 
for robbers, detached a horfeman to inform us of our danger j upon 
which we halted, and put ourfelves in a pofture of defence. A youth 
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belonging to our company, by profeffion a writer, was niifllng ; his maf- 
ter, one of the shah’s adjutants, began to rave, protclling he would find 
his writer, or finifh his life j for without him he could not fettle his ac- 
counts with the SHAH : accordingly he demanded the aliiftance of a few 
others, and prepared to go in fearch of the youth j but happily he came 
up with us, having efcaped by the fwiftnefs of his horfe. I now firft learnt, 
that all my PERSIAN fellow-travellers were in the cuftodyof ameirenger,who 
was conveying them to the camp, and confequently would not confent to 
their feparation. Such were the terrors of nadir’s tyranny, that this fin- 
gle perfon kept eight or ten officers of difiindlion, witli all their fervants, 
as r-'ifoners. I took particular notice of one of them, who was a bal- 
LoucHE of the tribes in the eaftern parts of Persia, who are almoft 
black : he was well mounted, armed, and attended i but in debt to al- 
mofi: every one in the company, who apprehending him to be in no /mail 
danger of his life from the refentment of the shah, demanded his horfe 
and armour in payment. He gave them a filver caallean gilt with gold, 
likewife his bow and arrows, the quiver of which was covered with 
black velvet, and ftudded with gold nails. Though this man’s annual 
appointment did not exceed 240 crowns, and he had no other revenue 5 yet 
the value of his horfbs and mules, and their appurtenances, did not fall 
fhort of 1000 crowns. He was very communicative, and finding me an 
EUROPEAN, he fpoke without referve : I am,” fays he, come from isfa- 
“ HAN, where I have been two years raifing forces for the shah, and 
have procured him 2000 men; one thoufand is the ufual number which 
he annually draws from that city. In requital he has lately taken from 
“ me 4000 crowns, and I am now under apprehenfion of feme other adt 
“ of violence. It is no uncuftomary thing with my mafter to fend for a 
*' man in order to ftrangle him j and indeed, as to my part, I ihould be 
“ glad to compound for a fevere beating}” intimating that he expedted 
death. He was a rank predeftinarian, as moft of the mahommedans 
are; however he endeavoured to learn by heart apiaycr compofed by mi- 
6EIN, one of ALi’s fens, which if repeated right in the prefence of the 
king, he faid, it would divert his wrath ; but if falfly, increafe it. He 
talked much of the force of words, and the power of the almighty : at 
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the fame time he told us ftories of the feats of AiAKOMMEr), particularly 
concerning his imaginary journey into heaven j which were all the genuine 
produce of grofsfuperftition. And here it is worthy of remark, that the ma- 
HOMMEDANs do affign a very exalted ftate of glory to jesus ciirist j and 
though they do not confefs his divinity, they approach to that opinion. 
This officer had alfo another fpell, which, by pretended divine authority, 
he propofed to ufe, viz. the repetition of ten particular letters in the al- 
ph. bet, as he entered the royal tent, doling a finger at each, and keeping 
the fift clafped till he came before the throne, he was fuddenly to open his 
hands, and by the difeharge of this magic artillery, to fubdue tlie king’s 
Wrath. 

It is amazing to confider in how many inftances the Persians demon- 
ftrate the higheft fLiperftition : fneezing is held a moll happy omen,efpecially 
when repeated often : the hands with the fingers interchanged, and fomc 
particular- pollute of the body, are confidered as full of magic power, and 
if ufed malicioully, of dangerous confequence. As their minds arc tainted 
with a fondnefs for whatever is marvellous, and a belief of the agency of 
invifible powers on the moll trivial occafions j they think the meteors that 
refemble falling liars, and which are vulgarly called fo, are the blows of 
-angels on the heads of the devils, who would pry into the fecrets of pa- 
radife.^ Cats are held in great elleem, but dogs in abomination j fo that 
a dog is never permitted to come into any room : they fometimes how- 
ever ufe them at their diverfions. The Turks are not much behind them 
in this folly : in the reign of shah abas the grand seignior fent to 
that prince, to defire that as none but their prophet and his children had been 
dieficd in green, none of his fubjedts might be permitted to wear that co- 
lour, efpecially in llockings. To this shah abas, who was a man of 
und<-iilaiiding, madeanlwer, that if the grand seignior would prevent 

the dogs piffing on the grafs in turkey, he would comply with the 
requell. 

The learned men in Persia are fond of allrology, and often pretend 
to foretel events j but nadir treated their predidlions with great contempt. 
It is faid, that fometime fince a certain perfon foretold the conquell of 

PERSIA 
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PERSIA by the AFGHANS, with all its circumftances ; adding, that Per- 
sia would be again reftored by a perfon refembling nadir ; and that in 
a certain year of their ara, the kingdom would flouriili, and be governed 
with great equity. Nadir being apprized of all thefe predidlions, took 
occafion to be very oppreflive that year, as well to expofe fuch opinions, 
as to gratify his own avarice. 

But to refume my narrative : we travelled fix leagues this day, of which' 
two were out of our road, in order to obtain rcceflary accommodations j ■ 
and now leaving the province of IRAK, we came into abarsultan.' 
The < 5th, hail and extreme cold made this day’s journey very difagree- 
able; the day following we came into the diftridt of calimbro, where 
HAM AD AN is fituatcd, having bcen eleven houi's on horfeback, in v/hich 
time we had travelled feven farsang j part of the road being covered with 
fnow, and very difficult to pafs. The whole country ftill appeared a 
dreary wafte : the great number of ruined towns and villages, gave proof 
of its former flate ; but hardly any of them were inhabited, except by rob- 
bers who infeft the country. Barley is the common food for horfes ; but 
we could procure none for many leagues ; fo that we were obliged to 
give them wheat j a common feed of which for three horfes and as many 
mules cofl a crown. 

On the 17th we came to a village, the gates of which were of fione j 
it was walled in, and made dcfenfible, as well againfl: robbers, as the 
wolves, which often defiroy the cattle in hard weather. Here they keep 
their corn in large veflels of earth made like a tun, and fet in the ground; 
they alfo warm themfelves by wood-fires made in holes cut in the floor j 
when burnt to allies they cover them with blankets, to confine the heat, . 
which renders the air very fuffocating. 

As we approached to the camp, the dread of my companions encreafed,"' 
and with it their fuperflition. Finding the bone of a flieep, they fet 'it, as 
they fuppofed, perpendicular, accounting that if it fell towards the camp, 
all would go well ; if from it, they mufi: prepare for their fate : it of 
■courfe fell where they had given the poife, which- was , on the right fide. 

Soon 
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Soon after, two large wolves crofied. the road not far before us j this they 
confidered alfo as a lucky omen j bat notwithftanding thefe good omens, 
they muft beware of the camp ; for on this day three hundred ufand 
plagues are fent from heaven on the earth j however the next day would 
. be propitious, if they went to the camp at a certain hour. 

About noon we arrived at a fmall village, where an advanced guard 
of the army were pofted, to proted the villagers, as is cuftomaiy when 
the camp is near. The commander of thefe forces declared, that he could 
not find quarters for the Persians, who were in my company, and infift- 
ed that they muft go direftly to the camp ; but on their pleading, that 
they had paid honourably for every thing they had been fupplied with 
on die road, and that they were alfo charged with the care of me, they 
were fuffered to enter the village. The day following our Persian con- 
voy took their leave of us, not without forrowful countenances j demand- 
ing of their conductor why he haftened them : “ Do you not know,” faid 
one of them, “ that to condemned perfons every hour of life is of great 
“moment?” I fent ray interpreter to the shah’s minifter appointed for 
the reception of ftrangers, to acquaint him of my arrival, and to enquire 
where I fhould pitch my tent. Though we were now fo very near the 
SHAH, fome of the foldiers in this village did not refrain from calling him 
a rafcal ® in plain terms. The 20th, we fet out for the camp j on the 
way we met a number of camels loaded with the shah’s tents, of which 
he has two fets, that one may be always pitched for his reception. 


CHAP. XXXVI. 

T!je author arrives at the Persian camp, and is kindly received hy mus- 
TAPHA KHAN, voho, by Order of nadir, enquires into the flate of eu- 
* ROPE. He obtains a decree from the shah for payment of his lofs at 
ASTRABAD. 

B eing now entered the camp, I pitched my tent near the royal 
ftandard, which was about a gun’s fhot from the shah’s tent. Ha- 
ivjADAN which was about a league to the fovithward, is laid to be the 

•kurumsack. To the fouth-eaft is the mountain elvbnd j this city is faid to be the an- 

tient ECBATANE, whlch was deidroyed by nebytchodonozar. '41 

burying- 
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burying-place of queen Esther and mordecai : it was now the grand 
repofitory of nadir’s cannon, boKibsj and other artillery, which feldom 
appear in the camp, but when fome fiege, or extraordinary expedition is 
defigned. I had the fatisfadion to learn, tliat the rebellion in astrabad 
was fuppreffed; and that the shah had declared, that the merchants 
fliould not be fuiferers. I had no fooner pitched my tent, but an acci- 
dent happened, which was very near depriving me of the means of ever 
telling my ftory : for the greater fecurity, I had ordered our fire-arms to 
be fet round the pole on the back part of my tent, which was partitioned 
off by a cotton-cloth ; I was walking in a penfive manner, at which time 
it is natural for men to Hand and paufe, efpccially when they have fo 
fmall a fpace as four or five yards to move : in this interval one of the 
pieces went off, carried two fluggs through the top, and made a hole 
perpendicularly over my head. This accident was oceafioned by one of my 
fervants moving the piece obliquely, and touching the trigger, which 
in very few Persian muikets has any guard : I had very narrowly efcaped 
twice before on the road from an accident of this kind, owing to the 
carelefsnefs of my fervants j but now I was extremely alarmed left the re- 
port of the mulket, fo near the royal tent, ftiould give oft'ence. My own 
tent, being of cotton, was fet on fire, but we foon extinguiflicd the flame; 
and this accident had no other confcqucnce, nor was any enquiry made 
about it. 

I waited immediately on mustapha khan, who received me with 
great expreffions of kindnefs, and oljlig<.d me to dine with him : in the in- 
terim I delivered my petition to the chancery, with regard to the lofs I 
had fuftained at astrabad. The khan affured me, that juftice would be 
done : he then demanded what prefents I had brought for the shah ? 
This queftion ftartled me, as I imagined the charaefter in which I appear-' 
ed as a petitioner, woukl have x'cndered prefents to the shah a grofs 
impropriety. I excufed myfelf by faying, that nothing worthy the accept- 
ance of fo great a prince could be found in giiilan, when I departed 
from thence j and it was really true, tliat no fables, nor rich ftufli, were 
at that time obtainable, in cafe I had been inclined to cany the shah a 

prefent. 
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prefent, as I ftiould have done if I had been rightly informed. My in- 
terpreter told me upon this occafion, that a fliort time before, one of tlie 
minifters declared, that it was not the shah’s cuftom to accept of pre- 
fents j but as Mr. elton was a fubjedl of fo worthy a nation, he received 
what was then offered to do him honour : the truth is, that this antient 
cuftom of the eaft is rooted deep in tlieir hearts, and converted into a fpe- 
cies of corruption, from which their princes are not exempt. One of 
the company enquired of me, in relation to the Persians in whofe com- 
pany I came from casein j adding, that he knew not what account they 
had given of themfelves to the shah j but he believed his majefty would 
pardon them to do me honour; making at the fame time fcveral lavifh 
and hyperbolical compliments. It is incredible how far this fort of gal- 
lantry is carried in Persia, when it is meant to fhew a diftinguiflied re- 
gard to ftrangers who are under their protection. . I told him, that I 
knew very little of thofe perfons, and nothing at all of their crimes : whe- 
ther the SHAH was at that time very much diftrefled in his affairs, or for 
fome other reafon, but the accounts of my fellow-travellers were actually 
accepted, and the wages of the merchant’s fon confiderably advanced. 

The king was in his tent of audience from feven in the morning till ten 
.at night, retiring only for a fhort time ; he had with him but 30,000 
effective men, though with the fervants of the foldiers, and attendants up- 
on the camp, they were in the whole near thrice that number ; a large 
body of forces was left towards erivan ; near 30,000 men were in 
SHiRVAN; 25,000 in SHIR AS, befidcs a body of forces in khorasan, 
and a formidable army on the banks of the indus. The numerous re- 
bellions then on foot called on nadir for the utmoft attention, and he 
had taken meafures for the fuppreflion of them all at one and the fame 
time. 

This day a Persian of fome dIftinClion made me a vifit, and enquir- 
ed wnat I had oblerved in Persia. I told him, I was amazed that fb 
fine a country had fo few inhabitants. It is true,” lays he, our coun- 

try is ruined j but it cannot be otherwife ; for the shah has fupport- 

ed all his forces in one continued campaign of four years, by the taxes 

“ drawn 
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« drawn from his people, who have now but little left to fupport them- 
" felves : and indeed none but him, or an almighty power, could have 
maintained fo vaft an army by fuch means. Now the aftairs of the 
“ empire are fettled, and the frontiers peopled with fuch families as he 
« can depend on, we hope all will go well.” This lafl part of tlic dif- 
courfe did not feem to flow from his heart fo much as the former, nor 
was it much to be expedled : it was a kind of proverbial faying among the 
PERSIANS j “ what mighty things will be done folong as the king lives:” 
but it feemed to carry this fenfe with it alfo, that with him all the glory 
of PERSIA mufl: expire. Indeed few of them appeared to be endowed with 
a fuffleient underflianding to argue upon probable events, or to look into 
the dark prolpedt of futurity. 

The SHAH pafflng from his harram to his tent of audience, gave me 
an opportunity of feeing him : he was very plainly drefled, except in pre- 
cious ftones *. The fame day mahommed hussein khan, the father 
of MAHOMMED ZAMON BEG, gOVCmor of ASTRABAD, arrived from SHIR- 
VAN, where he had a great fliare in the redudtion of that formidable re- 
bellion. I viflted QtJiRiM BEG, the ajutant-gencral, who had the care of 
the shah’s records, and he bid me hope that I fliould foon receive a 
favourable decree ^ but was very referved in his acceptance of a preient of 
fome fine cloth and rich filk, which I had prepared for him. I defired 
that he would procure me a copy of the leveral decrees in favour of fo- 
reign merchants in Persia, which he gave me. 

I paid my refpeds a fecond time to mustapha khan, who in the ordi- 
nary complimental flrain, affured me he had fpoken in my praife to the s h ah, 
who had ordered him to aJk me, if I knew whether any of the cii ristian 
powers had attacked the turks in burope, or might probably engage 
in a war with tliem, I anfwered the khan to this effed : “ The rus- 
*' siANs having been harrafled with wars for near forty years, now enjoy 
repofe, and as far as I apprehend, will ncjt engage in an oflenfive war 
“with the TURK, or any other po%ver. The hereditary enemy of the 
“ TURK in EUROPE, his majefly kno\vs, is the queen of HUNGARY j 
“ fhe has her hands full, being cruelly opprefled in eveiy quarter by the 
* The reader will find an account of his perfon in the laft volume of this work. 
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** F REN Gif' king, and is confequently in no condition to attack the turk: 

“ but fhould the latter embrace this opportunity to break with her, it is 
highly probable, that the Russians will appear in her defence. Great 
BRITAIN has been engaged in a war with spain already for fome 
time: and we expeft to hear that flie has broke with France alfo. 
Thus the raging flames of war feem to threaten the grcateft part of eu- 
ROPE.” But all the nations, as well as princes of that quarter of the 
world, have heard with wonder, the atchievements of the shah your 
mailer 3 and confider the turk as much inferior to him in ilrength ami 
“ fortune, as he is apparently fuperior to them in knowledge of the art of 
war.” With this account the khan feemed to be fatisfied, and. I took my 
leave of him. In tlie evening a perfon was dragged out of the royal tent, who 
had been ftrangled for defertion j the executioner finding life yet in him, 
gave him a violent blow on the bread:. 

The 2 2 d, The royal flandard being taken down, as a iignal for flrik- 
ing the tents, we decamped, and came about two leagues and a half 
north-eaft, where the shah’s tents being already prepared, I pitched mine 
in company with the whole camp. Heavy fhowers falling upon a rich 
foil, made it extremely troublefome, and it was with difficulty that we 
could, by the help of oil-cloths and other conveniencies, keep ourfelves 
dry in our tent, round which we were obliged to make a channel to car- 
ry off the vvater. All the cattle belonging to the camp, being expofed to 
the weather, were over their fet-locks in dirt ; and here I obfei ved, that the 
inceffant fatigues of long marches, and the rigor and inclemency of the 
feafons, had ruined the Persian cavalry, renowned forfo many ages. There 
are however feme good horfes, which exceed in fize, but few of them are of 
equal fire and beauty with the Arabians ; nor do they manage their 
mouths well j moft of them being fpoilt with the harfhnefs of their bits. 
Thefe horfes being never under cover, commonly carry their body-cloths 
on their, backs, which are made of a coarfe felt, very heavy, and fb hot, 
that I imagine they enervate a horfe very much. They dye the tails of 
thofe which are of a light-colour with red or orange : nadir’s horfes were 
led promifcuoufly in the crowd of the armyj and thefe had fuffered in com- 
,inon with the reft. 

Musta- 
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Mustapha khan having been informed, that I was pofTeffed of a 
bill from mahommed hassan, chief of the rebellion at astraead, for 
the amount of my lofs, demanded a fight of it. With this I the more 
readily complied, as it ferved me as a voucher of the value, as well as 
gratified the curiofity of the khan, and probably of the shah himfelfj 
for his decree, which w'as this day delivered to me, was made out ac- 
cording to that value. The contents of this decree were, “ that I 
“ fliouldgive the particulars of the lofs in writing to behbud khan, the 
“ shah’s general in astrabad, who had orders to deliver to me what- 
“ ever part of the goods might poffibly be found, and to reftore them in 
“ kind, and the deficiency to be paid out of the fequeftered efiates of the 
“ rebels without delay, to the lafi: denaer." This was not quite tlie 
thing which I wilhed for, becaufe it laid me under a neceffity of returning 
to that wretched place, astrabad^ however I coilld not but acknow- 
ledge the higheft obligation for fo fignal a mark of juftice and clemency. 


CHAP. XXXVIL 

J^efeription of the Persian ca'mp a7id ar^ny. A circimjlantial account of 
their tents^ jlandards, arms^ market-place. Of the shah’s •women, and 
their manner of travelling. Of the ufe of elephants and camels. Diffe- 
rent bodies of •which the army is compofed, and of the militayy exei'cifes 
of the PERSIANS. 

B eing now eafy in my mind on the fubje<ft of my lofs at astra- 
bad, I rode entirely through the Persian camp, attended by m/ 
intepreter, and another perfon, as far as the quarter of the elephants^ and 
informed myfelf as minutely as poffible, of every particular: i-elating to 
the army. 

In placing the camp a general regularity is obfeiwed, as far as is agree- 
able to the fize and fliape of the ground ; it being a rule conftantly pur- 
fued, to place the tents of certain principal minifters and officers in the 
front, or to the tighter left of the shaii’s quarter^ that feme of them 
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may be" always near him. The circuit of the quarter allotted to the shah’s 
own tents is very large : the entrance confifts on one fide of a line of uni- 
form tents, ferving for guard-rooms ; and the otner, of the tents in which 
the affairs of the chancery, and the like public concerns, are tranfadled. 
About 200 yards beyond this avenue is the pavilion in which the shah 
ufually fits, to give audience, and tranfadl bufinefs : it is oblong, fupport- 
ed by three poles, adorned with gilded balls at the top ; the covering is of 
a cotton cloth of a brick colour, and the lining of clouded filk : the floor 
is covered either with carpets or cloths, and the body of the pavilion has 
on each fide a kind of alley, through which the attendants may walk 
round i fometimes the shah fits upon a large sopha, or chair, crofs- 
legged % and fometimes on the floor. The hind-part of tliis tent is di- 
vided into fmall apartments, where the officers who do not appear in his 
majefly’s prefence, attend: there is nothing fumptiious in this pavilion, 
the front of which is always open, even in the worfl: weather j however 
when it is extremely cold, feveral pots of lighted charcoal are placed in 
the middle. At a confiderable diftance behind were placed the shah’s pri- 
vate tents, to fome of which he retired at his meals : and in order to render 
them warm, he had Indian p’annels, which were occafionally fet up, and 
formed the linings of two fmall apartments : to thefe were admitted only 
his fecret emiffaries, when they had any remarkable intelligence to com- 
municate i but in the lafl: years of his life he had no familiarity with any 
of them. 

Almoft contiguous to thefe were the tents of the shah’s ladies, which 
differed from the others in having feveral curtains that formed feparate a- 
partments one within another. The boundaries of the shah’s quarter 
were occupied by his eunuchs and female flaves, and almoft this whole 
circuit, efpecially towards the refidence of the v/omcn, was furrounded 
by a flrong fence of net- work, round which the night-guard patrol- 
led, and feverely punifhed all intruders. As there were no lights in 
thefe parts, nor any tents near them, it frequently happened that people, 
coming to the camp by night, ignorantly ftraggled thither, and were fure 
to be ill treated when this happened. 

f The ordinary mecliod is with their legs under them* 
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I obferved, that none but the officers in immediate waiting were ad- 
mitted into the royal pavilion j for the officers of Rate, and people in bufi- 
nefsj Rood in the open air in all weathers, forming a femicirclc in front of 
the tent ; if they were brought to anfwer for tlieir conducSl, they were 
held under the arm by proper officers, to prevent their efcape, or com- 
mitting any adls of violence. The fame ceremony, with very little diffe- 
rence, was obferved alfo towards foreign embaffadors, or great men j the 
laR- indeed was under pretence of refpedl, but it alfo ferved to prevent any 
accident j an attempt having been once made on the shah’s life, as I Riall 
relate in his hiRory. 


The PERSIANS ufe a certain glazing in their cotton tents, which, in 
fome degree, prevents their being penetrated by water. The tents of 
perfons of diRindion are of various fliapes, but moR commonly oblong, 
and fupported by three poles : the outfide is always of coarfe cotton cloth, 
and the infide is cither lined with the fame, or with woollen, or filk, ac- 
cording to the different feafons of the year, and circumRances of the 
owners : the ground is fpread with a thick cotton cloth, or mat, and over 
that is laid a carnet, or woohen printed doth “ of feveral colours 3 be- 
fides this covering, tl : fquarc of the floor is laid round with felts, as al- 
ready deferibsd, and thefc fupply tlie place of bedReads and feather- 
beds 3 though fome have their beds raifed a little above the damp of the 
earth. The top and fldes of the tents of great officers are fometimes lined 
with pannels, which arc wrouglit with flowers, and variety of figures : large 
tents are often divided into two rooms, or apartments, by pannels or cur- 
tains 3 the back part is ajjpropriated for the ufe of the women 3 but fuch 
grandees as have feveral women, place a fet of tents for them at a diRance 
from their own, which are furrounded with cotton cloths, to prevent 
their being feen : they have alfo, at a convenient nearnefs to their tents, a 
hole dug, enclofed by a cotton-fereen of four folds, to anfwer the ncOeiEi- 
ry purpofes of nature;. 


That part of the camp called in Turkish the ordubazar or 'camp- 
market, begins at the end of the fquare fronting the guard-rooms, and, is 

* Of BRITISH manufadturc. 
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about half a mile long : it confifts of tents on each fide like a flreet, run- 
ning as diredt as the nature of the ground will admit : tliefe tents are often 
fupplied with a variety of provifions, apparel, horfe- furniture, and otlier 
necelfaries, which are brought hither for fale j not to mention the continual 
■ change of property arifing from the daily confifeations made by the shah. 
The care of this market is committed to an officer called ordubazari, 
who often rides up and down to keep order j and when any dilputes a- 
rife, they are brought before the deroga bazar, or fiiperintendcnt of 
the market, who acquires a confiderable income from rents, fees, prefents, 
and' extortions. Many of the ffiop-keepers were little better tlian common 
futlers i but fuch as carry on great bufinefs, are under the protedtion of 
fome of the principal courtiers, who are the grand dealers in flower and 
rice, of which there is always a great confumption : and as thefe courtiers 
have frequently many fupernumerary fervants, camels and mules, they fend 
them to die difiant provinces that produce rice, which they bring to the 
camp for fale, and make great profits. But if the Ihop-keepers, or other 
traders, interfere with them in thefe branches of trade, they generally 
mark them out for deflxudtion. 

Nadir often enquired into the price of necefiaries, and reduced them 
:as he thought proper, fining the market-people upon every tranlgreffion : 
hut the moft notorious infiance of injufiice to the ffiop-keepers, was his 
obliging them, when his tents and their appurtenances were grown old, to 
take them, and pay him the value of new ones. 

The two imperial ftandards were placed on the right of the fquare al- 
ready mentioned : one of them was in ftripes of red, blue, and white, and 
the other of red, blue, white, and yellow, without any other ornament ; 
though the old ftandards required 1 2 men to move them, the shah leng- 
thened their ftaffs, and made them yet heavier j he allb put new colours 
■of filk npon them, the one red and yellow ftriped, the other yellow edg- 
•d with red : they were made of fiich an enormous fize, to prevent their 
being carried off by the enemy, except by an entire defeat The regimental 

KERKouD in 173J, feemed to be owioe to the fiandard-bearer, riding 
off the field with the ftandard. * 
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colours were a narrow flip of filk floped to a point, fome were red, fome 
white, and fome ftriped : feveral hours before the moving of the camp, 
one of the ftandards was taken down by way of flgnal, and carried for- 
wards to the place where the new camp was to be pitched. The sii/ i/'s 
fet of tents, and thofe of the great men went with it attended by a 
convoy. The bulk of the army often marched an hour or two before the 
SHAH j for in removing from one encampment to another, he fomedmes ■ 
galloped the whole way. 

The SHAH had about 60 women, and very near the fame number of 
eunuchs, who generally rode near his perfon, and kept pace with him : 
before him were his sh atjrs', preceded by the chiaux and before them 
the KESHiKEHi being the foremoft of his body guard, wdio were beft 
acquainted with the track the shah was to take : thefe fpread a mile or 
two before him and terminadng in a kind of angle, gave notice of the 
shah’s approach,, by crying out in Turkish, yerrie, or make way:: 
this is called the kouruck, which is always troublefome, and femedmes > 
fatal to fuch as cannot get out of their way ; for \\’hen they meet with 
people in the shah’s rout, rivers, precipices, and rocks are no excufe; 
they drive at them with their maces, and make all before them fly at their.' 
approach. 

' b'; 

When NADIR travelled with his women, -.*‘16 army was kept at al- - 
mofl: a mile diflance j but when he went without them, people were 
permitted to come nearer. In the latter part of his reign he feldom did 
travel without them j probably the better to avoid any evil defigns againfl; 
his perfon. The shah’s women, and indeed others of diftindlion, rode ; 
on. white horfes, in the manner as men ridej but when they did not go . 
in his company, they were ufually carried on camels, feated in machines • 
refembling a covered waggon, , and hung like panniers over a pack-faddle, . 
which I have already mentioned. On thefe occafions they were entirely 
concealed under a covering of crimfon cloth 3 ami in this cpanncr they • 
rode one on each fide, conduced with the ufual pomp : the motion is very • 
difagreeable, and apt to create a difordcr, not unlike the fea-lick|ieis. The 

« Running footmen. ^ Chanters. • Watch-guard, 

fick 
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fick ladies, and female fervants of the court, were always concealed in the 
fame manner, under a covering of crimfon cloth : other women, of >10 
particular diftindion, rode on horfes, or mules ; thefe mixed among tlie 
crowd, but had a linen veil over their faces, and wore great coats, re- 
fembling thofe of the men j but the poorer fort had a white veil, which 
covered their whole body. The women belonging to the ousbeg tar- 
tars were not fo fcrupulous about hiding their faces as the Persians. 
The number of women in the camp, except upon perilous entcrprizes, in 
proportion to the men, is generally one to ten. 

The SHAH when fick ufed to be carried in a horfe-litter : other peo- 
ple of faihion were feated, or laid on mules upon a large flat pack- faddle, 
bolftered up : but the common way of carrying their fick men, is to fix 
two poles to meet in the middle over the neck of the horfe, at the point of 
the faddle, the breafl: and Ihoulders refting between tlae intcrflices of the 
poles. 

Upon extraordinary occafions the rear-guard was faid to be very numerous, 
confining of 8000 yesaul ; their bufinefs was not only to fecure the rear 
of the army j but to prevent ftraggling or defertion j therefore they exa- 
mined every one who quitted the camp ; and if theie was the leafl: ground 
of fufpicion, they would not fuffer even a fbranger to go about his bufinefs 
without a bribe. If the ' ‘'•alls belonging to travellers happened to tire 
while the camp was removing j thefe fellows, inflead of aflifling them, 
frequently drove the ownei's away, and converted the cattle and baggage 
to their own ufe. 

In marching, greateft part of the foldlery, as well as the yesaul, 
kept in a colledled, but irregular body: the followers of the camp 
covered feveral miles. The elephants and camels were employed only 
in carrying great burthens : the lafl: are of feveral kinds, but the moft 
ferviceable is that called the maje, which have two bunches on their 
backs : they are generally fed witli balls made of meal j and though 
yery hardy, they frequently die of epidemical diftempers. 


Nadir’s 
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Nadir’s Randing forces were never fixed to any determinate number j 
though they were computed at 200,000 men. The following is as per- 
fedt a ficetch as I could procure, of his principal attendants and foldiery j 
for the fupport of which Persia has been ruined, and India fpoiled of 
120 millions fterling, with more than as many tlioufand fouls, viz. 


60 Black eunuchs : there were few or no white ones in his fervice, 

200 Shatir, or running footmen. 

1.000 Rikah, or fiirrup- holders. 

10.000 Kulam, or flaves belonging to the king: their chief in the Tur- 
kish language is called kuller agasi ^ and the inferior kulams 
arc thofe foldiers which the provinces equip by the shah’s order: he 
paid them but they were a kind of fervants to the kulams. 

2000 Begzade'e, or gentlemen’s fons. 

1000 Kitchudazade'e, or fons of elders : the lafl three were the gen- 
teeleft of the foldiery j many of them were employed in guarding the 
treafury at kail at, and on other important occafions. 

4000 Keshikehi, or watch-guard, otherwife called hemishi kishik, 
becaule they were always on duty : they wore white turbans j fome of 
them carried fabres, and others fabres and pikes j their pay was 250 
crowns per annum : this watch was continually called over in the night. 

900 Chiaux : they carried in their hand a batton with a double filver 
crook on the end of it j they had alfo a feather with a filver bofs on their 
cap, which was flat on the top : thefe frequently chanted moral fen- 
tences and encomiums on the shah, occafionally proclaiming alfo his 
vidlories as he paffed along. 

500 Giarkehie, who wore in their caps the beard of an arrow in brafs, 
and were employed as criers and heralds. 

150 Ferrash, under two chiefs becaufe of the different branches of their 
bufinefs j one of them performed executions in the shah’s prefence j, and 
therefore a party of thefe attended at a fmall diftance from his pavilion, 
where they were employed as the inftruments of his vengeance ; the o- 

^ Chief of the flaves. 

I i 
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ther fuperintended the pitching and dreffing of the shah’s tents, and 
had .the care of the prefents brought to his majefiy. 

8000 Yes ATJL, who wore a brals-knob on their caps: they were diffin- 
guifhed into two forts, the yesaul kur and yesaul sonbet. Their 
leaders were in great confideration on account of tlieir near attendance 
on the king’s perfon : they formerly adled as grand maiihals, and judges 
of the houflrold, and latterly as mafters of the ceremonies. 

250 NiESSAKHCHi, thefe are known by a feather in their caps : they have 
large pay, and great power, punilhing offenders in the neighbourhood of 
the camp, without bringing them before any higher officer or magi- 
ftrate j thefe at the head of other fcouts are alfo difperfed to guard the 
- avenues j for it is not uncommon for robbers to rip open tents, and carry 
off baggage during the night, even in the camp. 

100 Gilodar i thofe who are chai-ged with tlie diredlion of the cou- 
riers, and their horfes : all thefe different ranks are horfemen. 

12.000 Gizairei, thefe are foot-foldiers j they are well cloathed, and car- 
ry very heavy mufquets with wide bores : they form a body, which has 
an imperfedt refemblance of the European infantry, and were model- 
led by NADIR himfelf to be of great ufe, which Persian foot-foldiers 
feldom were before his time. 

40.000 Kara- KUSH UN are allb foot-foldiers, whofe pay is only 50 
. crowns per annum : the name is Turkish and fignifies black guard, 

^d they make but an indifferent appearance, compared with the others 
already mentioned. 

The following are called after die name of die nations or countries from 
whence they come. 

50.000 Afghans j thefe have lands affigned them in kandahar, be- 
fides 80 crowns per annum: they ufe foe bow, lance, and fword, and 
are very brave. But this denomination alfo includes the abdollees. 

20.000 Afshars \ 

6000 OUSBEG-TARTARS, of KHIEVA, BOKHARA, and SAMARCANP. 

ft I have put thefe, and the 1 3 preceding denominations of foldiery in the iingular number, as cor- 
Tcfponding moil with the Persian pronunciation. 

^ Nadir himfelf was of their tpoes : they live moftly in tents, and inhabit part of the province of 
khorasau and the country to the eaftvvard of it, 

6000 Tur- 
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6000 TuRKUMAN * TARTARS of TURKUMANIA. 

6000 Bulug, or BALOucHE*', of the tribes in the fouthern coaft of 

PERSIA. 

The above computation falls ilioit of 200,000 men j but they may be 

reckoned in this proportion. 

The pay given to tlie foldiers by nadir, was computed at 100 crowns 
per annum one with another, befidesan allowance which chiefly confifted 
of rice ; but the dearnefs of provifions, and the expenfive manner of living 
in the camp, rendered this large pay abfolutely neceflary. They wear no 
uniform, but are obliged to buy all their cloatliing of the shah at an ex- 
travagant price, and to keep yetims' at their own expence. 

They amufe themfelvesby galloping before the army 8 or 10 at a time, 
difeharging their pieces at each other with powder : it was a circumllance 
which furprized me, that they were permitted even in the camp to fire off 
their pieces, blow their trumpets, and beat their drums for their amufe- 
ment j but this might arife from a political caufe to prevent their cabal- 
ling : they are feldom exercifed except in flioofmg with the bow, or with 
a Angle ball at a mark, at which daey are very expert, and no lefs exaft 
in loading their piece j for except it be in time of adtion, tliey weigh 
their powder, as well as fit the ball to the bore : but the barrels of thefc 
pieces, fome of which are match-locks, are fo ill tempered, that they will 
not bear a quick fire. The greateft part of tlieir regular forces carry a 
mufquet and fabre j but the ousbegs, and feveral others in the army, are 
not fo well provided ; fome having a fpear, or a battle-ax, odiers a bow 
and arrow, others a Angle piftol > but all of them wearfabres, in the ufe of 
which diey, as well as the Persians, are very dextrous. As to bayonets, 
by which the European forces have fometimes performed fuch feats, 
they have no notion of them. 

* This name is common to another people near the borders of turkey, being tranfplanted in coih 
fequence of the copqueft made by tambrlake ; the original people of this name being the inhabitants 
of the eaflern coaft of the Caspian*. 

^ Sometimes confidered as a tribe of Afghans, whom they refcmble in their coontewice ; but 
are not fo well civilized in their manners, nor live fo much in cities. 

^ Ye TIM fignifies an orphan; but thefc are confidered 03 fejcvants, theii mafters die, 

or fill lA b^tle, are ready to ferve as foldiers.* 

I i 2 Nadir, 
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Nadir, according to the cuftom of die Persian kings, had the policy 
to oblige fome, and to encourage all his army in the ufe of coflly furni- 
ture : the officers, and even the foldiers of rank, have the bridles of their 
horfes mounted with filver, with a mane-piece of plate, and an ornamen- 
tal chain “ j likewife their Iword, belts, and leathern accoutrements are 
mounted with the fame metal : the handles of their battle-axes are alfo 
for the moft part ftudded or covered with thin filver plates, and in their 
fafhes about their waift they wear a knife, the handle and cafe of which is 
alfo covered with filver j but die workmanfliip is indifferent. Certain of- 
ficers, and perfons of dilfindion, were obliged to wear gold-cafed knives, 
and fome of their great men, had filver- ftirrups. 

It has been obferved, that foldiers generally fight heft when they have 
fomething to lofe, if their wealth does not involve them in effeminacy. 
Alexander indeed encouraged his Macedonians, by reprefenting the 
PERSIAN riches as an objedl of plunder, and confequently as a motive to 
exert themfelves) but under nadir, we do not find that any of their ene- 
mies confidered the valuable effedts of the Persian foldiery in that light. 
This method ferved alfo to keep them dependent, by their being ob- 
liged to expend their money in articles of vanity : thus the late king of 
PORTUGAL humbled his nobility by indulging their pride j and otlicr 
CHRISTIAN princes have done the fame by their fubjeds with great 
fuccefs. 


CHAP, XXXVIII. 

A brief account of the immenfe value of the horfe furniture belonging to na- 
dir SHAH. Converfation voith mustapha khan ttpon that fiibjcB. 
A remarkable infance of nadir’j cruelty, a7id his manner of giving 

audience to 's.VKO'S'E.KSii.%. SuppreJJion of the rebellion in shir ass. 

/ 

H aving nowvifited the camp at large, and informed myfelf of 
thefe particulars concerning it j I was defirous to fee that part of 
the shah’s riches, which confifted in horfe-furniture. He had four 

" See leprefentation of nadir’s horfe in the frontifpicce of the fourth volume. 

complete 
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complete fets, one mounted with pearls, another with rubies, a third with 
emeralds, and the laft with diamonds, moft of which were of fo prodi.- 
gious a fize as hardly to merit belief > for many of them appeared as big 
as a pigeon’s egg \ I could not but regard them with wonder, not more 
for their immenfe value, than for the barbarous tafte in which they were 
fet i for fome of them did not appear to have any art at all bellowed on 
them. I vifited mu staph a khan, and took occalion to 'mention my 
furprize at the prodigious value of the shah’s horfe- furniture, which fo 
much exceeded any thing I had ever formed an idea of in that kind ; 
I obferved to him at the fame time, that jewels in europe appear in- 
comparably brighter and neater fet ; and that if his majcfty would truft 
me with one of tlrofe bridles, I would procure a complete horfe- furniture, 
to be made in Europe, which fliould exceed any thing that had yet ap- 
peared in the world ; I faid this becaufe it naturally arofc from the fubjedl, 
and not that I expefled nadir under his circumllances would confent to 
pai't with his bridle for any fuch purpofe j however at another vilit I took 
occafion to hint the fame thing, and the khan politely faid, " My maf- 
“ ter has not patience enough to wait till it fliould be finillied.” 


Mustapha khan, as already obferved from the teftimony of hahd- 
GEE ,ZAM 0 N, was coiifidercd as the moft upright man in the Persian 
court, and the shah now allowed him 10,000 crowns a year. I thought' 
myfelf happy in the regard which he lliewed me during my ftay in the 
camp i and gratitude as well as policy feemed to call on me to make him 
a prefent, which conlifted of a gold repeating watch, fome fine cloth, and 
rich filk : he fliewed fome repugnance, till I infilled on his accepting lb 
trifling a mark of my gratitude. In return he prefented me with fome jewels, 
part of the plunder of dehli, which had once adorned the cap of fome 
unhappy INDIAN : the principal jewel confided of a large faphir in gold, 
fet round with diamonds j thel'e laft were not only fmall, but bored . 

* Whftt became of thofe bridles I have not yet heard; for I make no doubt but they -were plun* 
dered in common with the reft of the camp, when nadir was killed about three yea]r$ after this time, 

^ It may be neceflary to obferve, that only fj much of the prefent was charged to the adventurers, 
ae exceeded the value of the jewels which the kjian gave me in return,* 

through- 
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through in the manner the Asiatics often fpoil their precious ftones: 
the reverfe of tliis piece was enamelled with flov/ers. Tiic khan had formerly 
been a prifoner in turkey, where he had acquired feme knou ledge of 
the intereft of the OTTOMAN court; but he feemed to know notliing of 
any other. At the time of nadir’s death he had the good fortune to be 
on the road on an embaffy to turkey, and by tliat means efcaped the 
fate he might otlierwife have met widi as a favoui'ite of his malter. 

The 24 di in the evening a man was executed with circumflances that 
gave me ftrong impreflions of die cruel difpofition of nadir, who, in the 
article of death, could jed with a malefadtor. A perfon who had colledl- 
ed taxes, was complained of by the peafants, of whom it appeared he had 
made greater exadtions than he had accounted for to the shah : this was 
capital, and he was accordingly condemned to death: nadir, as if he 
had recolledted fomediing particular of this perfon, faid to him : “ I un- 
« derftand you can dance well ; dance, and I will fave your life.” The 
man immediately began to dance, no doubt with fome tranlports of joy j 
but the SHAH ordered the executioner to drike him upon the legs, which 
neceffarily prevented his performance : this tyrant then cried : “ the raf- 

cal does not dance well ; kill him.” After his execution he was brought 
©ut near my tent, whence his friends removed him in the night. 
This was not the only inftance of nadir’s cruelty that fell under my ob- 
fervation while I was in the camp ; for I faw feveral perfons of diftinc- 
lion, who rode about with their feet wrapt in white cloths, having been 
heaten till their nails came off their toes, and the finews made bare, 
which is no extraordinary thing to people of the firft quality : and fince 
I am upon this fubjedt, I will give another example of nadir’s avarice 
■and barbarity, which happened a little before I was in the camp. 

The SHAH having appointed a certain general as governor of a province, 
Impofed an exorbitant tax on it, to be levied in fix months : at the ex- 
piration of the time the governor was lent for to the camp, and ordered 
to produce the account. He did fo, hut it amounted only to half the 
fum demanded. The shah called him a rafcal 3 and tellipg him he had 

ftoleii 
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jlolen the other half of the money, ordered the executioners to baft'onadc 
him to death : his eftate alfo being confifcated, all his eife£ts fell very 
fhort of the demands. The fervants of the deceafed were then ordered to 


come into the shah’s prefence, and he enquired of them if there was any 
thing left belonging to their mafter; to which they anfwcred, only a dqng* 
He then commanded the dog to be brought before him j and oblerved that 
he appeared to be much honefter than his mailer had been ; however 
that he Ihould be led through the camp from tent to tent, and beaten 
with Hicks, and wherever he expired, the mailer of fuch tent llrould pay 
the fum deficient. Accordingly the dog was carried to the tents of the 
minillers fucceflively, who hearing the cafe, immediately gave fums of 
money according to their abilities, to procure the removal of the dog ; by 
which means the whole fum the shah demanded was raifed in a few* 


hours time. 


Cruel as this tyrant was, fome of his prcdecelTors have not fallen much 
fliort of him : how will cullom render the heart obdurate to the impref- 
fions of humanity, and the ear deaf to the calls of mercy ! It was an an- 
tient punilhment in Persia for an ofienderto be put between two boards, 
and fawn afunder. Shah abas the great is faid to have cut off a 
man’s nofe, and the flelh from other parts of his body with his own 
hand, and afterwards obliged the fufferer to eat them. 

To refume my own llory : being uncertain which rout the army would 
take, and by no means convenient to flay any longer in the camp j the 
25th I vifited MUSTAPHA KHAN, and begged, as he had honoured me 
with fo many marks of his politenefs and friendlliip, that he would now 
affill me wida bis advice, what rout I ought to take to astrabad : for 
confidering the fituation of Persia, and the d.mgers I had already gone 
through, I thought I could not take too much care. The khan told 
me very ingenuoully, “ You mull not go the diredl road to astrababj. 
“ for the paffage through the mountains to the north-call of casbin if 
inhabited by people who are in circumilanccs to do any defjperate ac- 
“ tion. I advife you to return back to ghilan, and if you cannot go 
“ from tlience by water to astrabad, you muff take your chance by 

“ land 
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« land" through mazanderan ; but carry a good guard with you. I will 
“ giv® '^wo fjuthful foldiers, who fhall fee you fafe from hence to A- 
“ BAR ; there you may take other foldiers.” T had now with me a fi-elh 
company, my Russian fervant only having been with me at astrabad j 
and of thefe fome refufed to go at all, and others ivere cliiiident what 
rout we ought to take. 

The next day arrived news, that the king’s forces had recovered all 
the country about shirass, and were preparing to take the city by ftorm. 
I had flattered myfelf, that the shah would have called me before him ; 
but either from the diftreffed fituation of his affairs, or his perfuaflon 
of the truth of the account I gave in, 1 had no opportunity of being que- 
Ilioned, or of indulging my curiofity fo fully as I defired. The manner 
in which EUROPEANS were prefen ted to him is tliis ; they walked fafl 
into his prefence, bowing three times j and though the Persians do not 
■uncover themfelves, yet as he knew it is a mark of refpedt among Euro- 
peans, he required it of them. Nadir took occafion more than once 
to obferve of the English, “ that they are bold, and appear like men of 
bufinefs'.” He was now expedting further news from shirass, and by his 
flow marches towards casbin, feemed as if he intended to go himfelf, 
if his forces did not fucceed in the foutherji part of the empire. It is 
hardly credible with what untired attention he applied himfelf to bu- 
fuiefs. 

CossiM khan the chancellor being much in favour with the shah, 
was employed in writing an account of his wars : I queftion if thofe writ- 
ings have at prefent any exiftence 3 but if they have, as nadir had a 
fight of them himfelf from time to time, they muft be fufpedlcd of great 
partiality. I have had occafion to obferve, that the chancellor, as well as 
MtrsTAPHA khan fupported his reputation 3 and as the former had given 
feveral marks of his attention to our commercial intereft, I thought it 
proper to make him a prefent, though he alfo fhewed fome repugnance 
to the acceptance of it. I then took my leave of mustapha khan, 

^ He had in pall times frequent occafion to fee the fcrvants of the bast-india company. 

and 
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and received his commiffions for certain things which he wanted from 
EUROPE^. He delivered me into the charge of an.under-ofRcer and a 
foldier, to attend me as far as a bar. 


CHAP. XXXIX. 

The author^ journey from the Persian camp to langarood. Regiila-‘ 
tions of the pofmafers in Persia ; a remarkable Jiory of one of them ; 
•with an account of the Persian couriers. 

T he 27th of March we fet out from the camp, the officer and 
foldier charged wdth the care of us were of the yesaul, who, as I 
have obferved, are diftinguiflied by their caps ; and whofe office it is in 
time of aflion, to ffioot thofe v/ho turn their back on the enemy. Thefe 
men had been in india with the shah, and informed me of fome parti- 
ticulars in relation to that memorable expedition. This day we travel- 
led about 6 leagues to the village of shubochi. The different rout I 
now took, exhibited the fame melancholy profpedt of vaft tradts of excellent 
arable land lying waftc in one of the fineft climates in the world j fo that I 
could not comprehend how the SHAH fupported his army: the houfes 
fupplied only fuel, and we faw feveral maroders pulling them down 
for that purpofe. The next day we paffed through a ruined village, co- 
vered on the oppofite^fidc with an inacceffible mountain : here we difeo- 
vered five perfons, who as we approached, ran to their horfes, which 
were ready faddled, and tied to trees : they took to their arms as if they 
meant to attack us ; on our part we prepared for a defence. Our two 
foldiers, who did not feem to have our prefervation much at heart, loi- 
tered behind, and entered into a parley with them : this gave me fome 
unealinefs, and induced me to flop upon an eminence attended by one fer- 
vant, to fee the iffue of their conference j but my interpreter foon rode 
back full fpeed, and reproached me for flaying behmd, declaring that if 
we did not keep together upon our guard, we might be cut pffi for that 
he had difeovered four of thofe men were gone round the hill, whilfl 

* The fubfequenc ftate of our affairs never permitted the exeentioa of thi* commiffion. 

Vox,. I. K k 


one 
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one kept the foldiers in parley. His fears were not without foLuulatlonj 
for the foldiers came up with us, had taken a flolen horfe in 

exchange fi'om one of theni, ^^’ho acknowledged to him, that the reputa- 
tion which the Europeans have acquired for their dexterity in the ufc of 
fire-arms, had been our greatell: fecurity. At laft we reached asdolen, 
one of the leaft deferted villages I had fecn in this journey; we had 
been eight hours on the road, but found ourfelves advanced only five com- 
puted leagues. 

The 29th, We afeended a mountain, the feveral turnings of the road 
making between three and four miles ; the air on the top was fp extreme- 
ly rarified, and the winds fo piercing, that it was with difficulty I drew 
my breath. In the valley we found a very different climate, and aear 
appeared before us in a delightful fituation : this city however was much 
in the fame circumftances as the others, and it was not without difficulty 
we obtained a lodging. The garrifon here was commanded by a fon of 
MAGHMUD the AFGHAN, wlio, as the PERSIANS fay, fet out with only 
12,000 men, when he conquered fo great a part of this empire. The 
mountains, over which lay our diredl road, being covered with fnow, M-e 
were under a neceffity of going near three leagues about ; and in the fpace 
of four leagues, the road was fo formed, that we were obliged to pafs a 
branch of the kizilazan fixty-five times ; one of my company having 
had the curiofity to count them : this river was about thirty feet wide, 
and two or three feet deep, full of rocks and I'ound ffones, and the flream 
rapid. After ten hours journey we arrived at a defblate caravanferai, where 
we found nothing but water ; we had however provided ourfelves at a vil- 
lage on the road, where the inhabitants entertained us with great holpita- 
lity : I obferved a tree with a number of rags tied to the branches, thefe 
were fo many charms which paffengers coming from g hie an, a province 
lemarkable for agues, had left there in a fond expectation of leaving their 
difeafe alfo on the fame fpot. 

The 3 1 ft, We travelled near ten hours without finding any provifion 
on the road: as we approached the mountains which cover ghilan, we 
found the refledtion of the fun fo ftrong, that it was with difficulty we 
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tiefended ourfelves againft the fcorching heat. At length we deferied ar- 
SEViL, a fmall village, the fight of which fupported our drooping fpirits, 
aimoft exhaufted with fatigue and hunger j but we had thcn;oitlfication to 
find only one narrow pafs to it, and that was fenced up with large fir-trees, 
and a great bank of earth : we fulpedted that the village was in Rate of 
rebellion, and to force ourfelves into it, might be attended with fome 
dangerous confequences : however neceffity filenced our fcruples, and we 
fummoned all our ftrength, to remove the impedirnent, which coft us no 
fmall labour j it feems the villagers, out of fear of the sh ah’s couriers, had 
made ufe of this expedient. 

Spring was already advanced to the fulnefs of its charms : the bright- 
r.efs of the Iky, the falls of water from the rocks, the variety of verdure 
on the different trees on the mountains, the lawns and corn-fields, filled 
the imagination with the moft pleafing ideas : we had now before us a 
noble and extenfive profpedt, fiupendous mountains riling gradually on 
each other, fome of them with their fummits covered with Ihow, whilft ' 
others concealed their heads in clouds. In the valley appeared many ru- 
ined villages j but the ferpentine channel of the kizilazan, with the va- 
riety of lawns and woods, formed a delightful iccnc. The courfc of 
this river, which is one of the moR famous in Persia, is rapid, and the 
foil it palfes over in many places, tinges its waters with a red colour •. 
The return of fpring naturally delights the mind j and to me it afforded 
fo much the more pleafure, as my paR winter had been attended with 
many circumRances of diRrefs, How happy, thought I, might Persia 
be, if a general depravity of maryiers did not involve her inhabitants in 
fuch an inextricable confufion j but how much more happy arc thofe 
countries, whofe government is not defpotic, and whofe people are infpir- 
cd with fentiments of virtue and true religion ; the only means of blunt- 
ing the edge of thofe calamities to w^hich human life is fubjeit. The 
defolate country through which we had travelled for fo many days, made 
GHILAN the more Rriking. Arzevil was bordered by olive-trees: the 
walks in their gardens were covered with vines, and their Ruit-trees in 

• Kizii. fignifying red, it is probable this river may be crlled kIZILAZAm from fame fuch reafqn. 
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bloffom: here were few marks of art, but nature, with a little induftiy, 
feemed to furnifh all that was needful or pleafant. 

Upon our entrance into the village, we were received with marks of 
hofpitality j for the peafants knew we Ihould pay for what our occafions 
required ; but they were much alarmed on account of the king’s couriers 
who without pity take, and without mercy ride the horfes of the poor in- 
habitants. In fait we had not been in the village two hours before eight 
of them arrived, who contrary to the ufual cuftom, were armed with 
mufquets, though in general they wear only iabres : their bufinefs was to 
examine, and take the depolition of the villagers concerning thirty robbers, 
who had lately infefted the country, and of whom we had feen a party of 
five, three days before. 

Thefe couriers wear a white falh girded from their flroulders to their 
waift many times round their bodies, by which means they are enabled 
to ride for many days without great fatigue : they take horfes wherc\xr 
they can find them, which frequently are not returned to the owners : 
they even difmount travellers, and often leave them to walk with tlieir bag- 
gage. The injuftice of this behaviour occafions their being fometimes re- 
pulfed and feverely treated ■, though according to the laws, an intire fub- 
miffion is required, as they are employed for the king’s bufinefs. Poft- 
mafters are fupplied by the king’s orders with 30, 40, or 50 horfes, ac- 
cording to their appointments ; but as the demand is frequently greater 
than they are able to fupply, and the shah’s allowance very fmall, they 
are often obliged to abfeond, which is a great caufe of the barbarity of the 
couriers. One of thefe poftmafters being challenged upon this account 
by NADIR, anfwered in thefe terms : “ That I have not fupplied your cou- 
“ riers witli horfes, is moft certain j becaufe for every ten horfes you 
“ provided, you fent me twenty couriers : a man had better die at once, 

than live to fervo a rafeal 3” and immediately he fiabbed himfelf '. The 
SHAH cried out “ that is a brave fellow j fave him but it was too late. 

Whom he PERSIANS call Choppars. 

* This is bat the ftcond Inllance that I have known of a Persian’s being guilty of fuicide. 
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Whilft I was in this village I obferved, not without indignation, boys 
of twenty, armed with a military authority, giving blows on the heads of 
thofe, whole grey beards fpoke their age, and the reverence due to it. 
This fort' of treatment was pradhifed fometimes for very trifling offences, 
and frequently for no offence at all : nor could I reftrain my own Arme- 
nian fervants on many occafions from following this brave example; 
till I affured them they Ihould receive ten ftrokes for one they gave. Hav- 
ing refreshed ourfelves, we departed in the evening, taking our rout over 
a high mountain, from whence we defcended into a pleafant and fruitful 
valley, and croffing the kizilazan, we took up our lodging two leagues 
diftance from arsevil. 

The jfl: of April, we paffed through the narrow paths in the moun- 
tains which guard the province of ghilan, in view of many pleafant 
valleys, and travelling 7 leagues, arrived at cuedun j here we lodged in a 
very mean caravanferai, which we left early the next morning, and arrived 
happily at reshd. 


C H A P. XL. 

‘The author arrives at langarood, and finds naval preparations making 
for an expedition to balkhan. He is vifited by a mullah, fwith ivhom 
he enters into a converfation. 'The mullah’i notion of marriage.^ alfo 
of temperance^ drefs, ^c. An accoimt of the naomen, their marriages, 
domefiic fiavery, and fiibjeBion in PERSIA. Thoughts oti jealoufy, and mar- 
riages in EUROPE compared with thofe of a.si A. 

A fter the pleafure of feeing Mr. brown, and my other friends 
in RESHD, the 4th of April I departed from thence, and arrived 
early the next morning at langarood, where I was for the third time; 
kindly received by Mr. Elton, and two of the french miflionaries, 
who were then with him. They informed me, that all the Ihips and 
veflels on the Persian coaft of the Caspian, had been^Jlaken into the 
^hah’s fervice, in order to carry provifions to balkhan ; the king pur- 
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■ fuing his intention of eredting a fortifc.uioi\ in th.it j^lace, with a view to 
keep the turkuman tartars in awe^ anJ by driving tliem from that 
• advantageous retreat, in fome meafiire prevent their incurlions*. This af- 
aflFair was fo warmly profecuted, that the fliips already laden at enzkl- 
L EE by the Russian and Armenian merchants for astrachan, were 
■threatened to have their cargoes taken out. Thefe naval preparations were 
condudted by the admiral mahommed khan, whofe ignorance of maid- 
time affairs I have already mentioned : he was fo little a mafler of liis bu- 
finefs, that he did not know the neceflity of navigating fliips at fome dif- 
tance from the fhore j nor that boats, on tlie other hand, mull: coafl it. 
Finding me returned lliccefsfully from the camp, he appeared jealous of my 
refentment of his former conduct j and apprehenfive that the value of the 
piftols I had prefented him was greater than it really was **5 being .ignorant 
alfo how to ufe the fcrew-barrils, he offered to, return them j to which I 
had no objedlion. 

Policy did not require the fembiance of refentment on my part j and cha- 
rity feldom warrants the reality of it. A mind fuperior to the injuries 
we fuffer by the weaknefs or wickednefs of others, feems to be the fureft 
.mark of that generofity of fpirit which chriftianity requires, and bids 
faireft to fecure that tranquility which conflitutes in great meafure our 
temporal happinefs. If we refledl that men generally adt like thcnifelvcSj 
and are no better than their heads and their hearts permit them to be i 
at the fame time that this conlideration teaches us whom to trull: in the af- 
fairs of the world, it Ihould inftrudt us alfo how to ftifle our refentments j 
and to think it our greatell: glory to triumph over the pride, that is, the 
weaknefs of human nature. This is moll: certainly the lelTon which the great 
law-giver of the Christian world both taught and pradtifed, 

A-Iahommed khan was ordered to march towards astrabad with 
the forces under his command. I vilited him to enquire of what was 
palling in astrabad ; and underffood that riiings were yet in the utmoll 
diforder. He and his family were under great alBlidtion, news being come 
that MIR HAS SAN BEG, a general, and one of his near relations, was run 

■^ He had heard that thofe fent to ali kovli khan were worth 1000 crowns, 

•from 


» See Chap. XX. 
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from the shah’s camp to the rebels at shir ass : nor were his thoughts 
lefs perplexed on account of the difficulties he apprehended in the expe- 
dition to turkumani a. He pretended ta have received orders in rela- 
tion to the decree which the shah had granted, for the payment of my 
lofs at ASTRABAD, and demanded an account of the particulars of it, which 
I gave him. 

I was vifited here by a mullah, who came in company with shah- 
verdie beg, the perfon to whom I was fo much obliged : they enter- 
tained us with fcveral quotations out of their poets, paiticularly with re- 
gard to the pleafures and mlfcries of lif ;, arifing from the fociety of wo- 
men j and expreffed thcmfjlvcs upon this fubjedl with great delicacy. 
SfiAHvERDiE beg was an admirer of bacchus, as well as of venus. 
After other remarks the mullah obferved to me, that though their 
law permitted a plurality of wives, and did not reftrain men in their 
number of concubines j yet they always confidered him as the mofl vir- 
tuous man, who confined himfelf to one wife, without any concubine : 
he intimated his opinion at the fame time, that celibacy feemed to be a 
waragainft: nature, and was confcqucntly a vice. 

The tendency of the mullah’s doctrine was plainly upon the Chris- 
tian feheme, of one to one ; and that the flate of marriage is the ftate 
of nature j confidering man as an animal, a rational, a focial, or an ac- 
countable being. The pradtice of the maiiommedans however feems to 
oppofc all thefe principles, except the firfi: : no man can have a n.atural 
right to a plurality of women, bccauL of his fL\.n-iur wealth and for- 
tune J for if he has many, the poor man cannot have one, unlefs tve fup- 
pofe the lives of men to be confnL-rably fhorter than thofe of women, 
which is not the cafe j neither are there more women born than men. It 
has been a fubjedt often difputed, if polygamy tends to the encreafe of 
mankind : It is true in countides where it is allowed, har. iy a finglc wo- 
man is to be found after the age of 1 6 or i ; whereas this is not the cafe 
in CHRISTENDOM: yet if mari'iagc among the Christians was fo uni- 
verfal as among the m ak.m.m;:dans, it maybe prefumed they would 
have the advantage, if they have il not as the cafe now ftands 5 becaufe a 
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defedt in nature in one man, could render only one woman infertile; 
whereas among the polygamifts it renders many fo. There are other rea- 
fotis in favour of the Christians, arifing from the freedom fo natural to 
mankind even from their infancy, which mahommedan women and 
children do not enjoy : add to this, the plagues, wars, cruelties, and famines 
which happen-among the latter, more than in Christendom : but it is a 
matter of no great moment which has the ad\ antage, if it is prefumed that 
it will not make any difference in the religion or politics of either. 

Only four wives for life are efteemed honourable in Persia; and 
though men of fortune have generally more women, the reft are held as 
concubines. The notion of their marrying their lifters has been long 
exploded. Before marriage the woman is examined in regard to her 
perfon by the mother, or other relation of the man ; as the man is by the 
parents or friends of the woman. A report being m.ide, the tvoman’s pa- 
rents demand the price, which being paid, the judge % or, where there 
is none, the prieft having received notice that the parties are ready, 
marries them, oftentimes without their having ever feen each other. The 
PERSIANS may marry for a month, or any time agreed upon between the 
parties, in the prefence of the prieft, and feparate when the time is expired j 
but the woman muft not marry again immediately, unlefs llie is certain 
of not being with child. If Ihe is pregnant, the man is obliged to fup- 
port her for a year ; and if the child is a male, it is his ; if a female, hcjrs. 
But marriage does not give them any liberty; for the women, to all ap- 
pearance, are confidered as little more than fervile creatures formed for the 
pleafure and indulgenc-e of their lord. 

Happy were it for the Christian world if women were more gene- 
rally taught from the earlieft time of life, that rebellion againft hulbands 
in EUROPE is at leaft as great a crime as Asiatic tyranny over wives; and the 
thoughts of the latter muft necedarily make them lliudder. The medium 
may be found in fome countries '; but the extreme is apt to prevail. Wo- 
men are not often taught the doctrine of fubordination otheiwife than by 

f KA2BI. ^ MULLAH.- « Pcrhapa as much in bnglahd as any where. 
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cuftom ; which they fometimes call, and much oftener think an arbitraiy 
invafion of their rights : the underftanding and the heart ought to fub- 
fcribe to this dodtrine, in order to cftablifli this rule of condudt upon a fo- 
lid balls. Thus women might more generally comprehend, that fubordi- 
nation is necelfary to the very being of government} that the pre-eminence 
w'hich men enjoy, confifts chiefly in a fuperior toil} that whether a 
man has the mind of an angel, or a brute, ftill the gentle paflions, and a 
fubmiffive conduct of a wife, mull eftablifli her power in the heart of her 
hulband more permanently than all the arts of pride and rebellion } thus it 
mufl: be if Ihe means to poflefs his aflcdtions ; and if flie docs not mean it, 
he has the greater reafon to maintain tliat fuperiority with which nature 
has inveftcd him. And as providence has appointed man the guardian 
and protedor of woman, he ought therefore to be the chief objeft of her 
love } not in an abftradled fpeculation, but in a manner fuitable to tlic 
great ends of providence. 

To enter deep into this argument, is not my purpofe } I only mean to 
recommend an obfcrvance of the wife difpofitions of providence, and to 
Ihew how reciprocal the happinefs of mankind, as focial beings, mufl: ne- 
cclfirily be, as well from the make of the human mind, as Ifom the ne- 
ceflitics to which our condition is fubjefted. But there is one particular 
which I diink ought never to be forgotten : the fcnfible part of man- 
kind are ever lamenting the great want of fricndfliip in the world : they 
form high ideas of the charms of it : they purfue it with anxious defires : 
but how few have virtue enough to enjoy it } and of thofe few, how fmall 
is the number of fuch as are fo fortunate to find their equals } infomuch 
that it has been emphatically faid, “ diere are as many kings as friends.” 
It is a common olifervation, that men excel women in fricndlhip, as wo- 
men do men in love : it is certain the firft depends moft on the under- 
ftanding, the lafl on tlie aftedlions } but it would not be any fubjedt of wonder, 
confidcring the modern polite education of European women, if they were' 
deficient in botli : to tlie former at leaft great difeernment, as well as goodnefs 
of heart are cflenlialiy neceflary: how^ever as this amounts to mo more 
than opinion, I may declare mine } that if there are not many friendfhips 
VoL. I, LI ' in 
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in the wedded ftate, there are yet fewer in any other j confequently thofe 
who are adventurers for a friend, ought to run the rifque of marriage, if 
they can fo temper their paffions with judgment, as to difcern the differ- 
ence between love and friendfliip, and make a happy mixture of both. 

Mankind are in many refpedbs the fame 'in all countries j but the MA- 
HOMMEDANS certainly deviate from the laws of god and nature, by an 
arbitrary invafion of the rights of one half of the fpecies. Tell a ma- 
HOMMEDAN, that EUROPEAN womcn are permitted to walk abroad witli 
iheir faces uncovered, to fee, and to fpeak to men : he cries with aftonifli- 
ment ! “ How is it poflible that the Christians can fuffer fuch an abufe?” 
By this we fee he has no notion of a principle arifiiig from education 
and religion. Talk to him of making wives the guardians of their own 
honour, with fome prudent reftridtions, as women may be differently cir- 
cumftanced : he fays, “ Alas! women are the fame in all countries; if this 
“ condudt was permitted among us, inflead of a plurality of wives, w'hat 

fecurity could we have in the property of one ? I thank my ftars that I 
“ was born a mahommedan.” In the light which they fee things, tliis 
is very eafy to imagine ; but they forget, that their women would have a 
jufter reafon to blefs their stars, had tliey been born Christians, at Icaft 
in countries where they enjoy one common liberty with the men. 

Women in asia may fometimes live in harmony in the harram : 
their lord may have a fecurity in the poffeffion of their perfous : kind treat- 
ment may even engage their hearts, but not upon folid principles. We 
often fee cuftom and habit prevail over nature; but can a woman who loves 
a man, bear a competition for his diflinguifhed regard, without fuffering the 
corroding pains of jealoufy ? 

The joys of an European hufband, who undei-ftands his religion as a 
CHRISTIAN, and his obligations as a Ibcial being, are certainly founded in 
reafon and nature: but to abate the triumphs of their boafted fuperiority 
over the mahommedans, let us confider the number whofe lives are 
rendered unpkafant ; how few are compleatly happy, and how many mi- 
ferable by the methods eflablifhed in Europe in the marriage-ftate. Thefe 
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evils feem to arife chiefly from one capital cn'or, which men are apt to fall in- 
to. Our paflions are as eflential a part of our nature as our reafon ; and wo- 
men, with fome difference of objefts, are equally fubjcdt to them with 
men. Whei-c an absurd education does not make their vanity pre- 
ponderate, love will ever prove the ruling paflion in a woman’s breaft ; it 
will tindture all her thoughts, and give a bias to every pail of her condudt; 
nor is this her crime, but her virtue and felicity, the order of providence, 
and the wife deflination of nature. The great fecret of life then, is to 
find a proper objedt for that paflion ; die hufnand mufl: be himfelf the 
lover, if he means to be beloved : by the confifliency of his own condudt 
he mufl infpire his wife with true notions of happinefs, that is, with fen- 
ments of true virtue and religion ; and dius he may preferve inviolate in 
the highefl fenfe the exclufive property to which he is intided. 

But there is a great difference between a manly rational love, and a paf- 
fionate fondnefs. The efleem wliich women of fentiments ufuallyhave 
for men, rifes or falls in proportion to the opinion they have of their wif- 
dom i but the effeminate fervilities of a floating fondnefs bid fair to bring 
on that fatiety or contempt which he is moft felicitous to prevent. How- 
ever ifrong the paffion of fovercignty may be in the bread: of fome women, 
the man who renounces his fuperiority, will for that reafon, become an 
objedl of her contempt. A mafeuline tendernefs, and politenefs of man- 
ners, are the befl means of tying the bands of wedlock, and making them 
graceful, honourable, and produdlive of folid happinefs j towards women of 
diftinguiflied beauty, becaufe they are mod in danger, and always think 
themfclves mod entitled to regard : to her wdio is not beautiful, bccaufe 
this didinfltion, if die has any ingenioufnefs of nature, will infpire her 
heart with a reciprocal love j and as it mud flatter her opinion of her 
own merit, will give a proof of the tade and undordanding of her huf- 
band. Thus in either cafe, he will receive the dronged fecurity of her 
fidelity, and the bed earned of a mutual felicity. Marriage, upon the 
CHRISTIAN fcheme, is undoubtedly well calculated for the happinefs of 
mankind : all conditions have their peculiar calamities ; but I am per- 
fuaded that mod of the miferies which are imputed to that date, are re- 
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ally owing to the abufe of it j for we onght to remember, that the man 
or woman, who is a fool before marriage, will not be ch.mgcd by a mi- 
racle 5 but if there is good fenfe on either fide, this may be a natural means 
of their becoming wife. 

There is an utopian fcheme which promifes well 3 but perhaps it is 
calculated only for utopia : it is indeed too good for the prefent age : I 
do not mean that of buying wives, as they do in Persia, but to take 
them witliout dowry : the inheritance of the female, when flie firft mar- 
ries fliould revert to the male heir of a family. This fcheme is not the 
worfe becaufe it will ftartle a rich maid bred up in the Iplendor of a 
court: human nature would be the fame; men would marry: the 
defire of happinefs would be the fame, and men would marry the 
SOONER, becaufe they might rationally promife themfelves more happi- 
nefs than experience can now ordinarily juftify. In proportion to their 
felicity would that of their wives neceflarily be : more men would 
marry, becaufe they would follow reafon and nature more, without be- 
ing perplexed with the defires of gratifications, founded in avarice or va- 
nity : and as “ no marriage would be made without love, fewer loves 
would follow without marriage.” Virtue, and confcqucntly happinefs a- 
, mongft women, would be cultivated ; becaufe they would have only their 
beauty and accomplillnnents to inipire the breafi of men. This fcheme 
would alfo enforce filial piety and duty to parents : children would 
draw this blefling on their heads ; for it would create a ftronger connexion 
by the dependance which they would have on their parents, who in 
cafes of unfortunate marriages, might the better be relieved ; whereas pa- 
rents, by the large dowries now given, are generally incapable of giving 
more ; and their afFedtions often become cold, by tlieir not being fhewn 
that relpedt from married children, which they would naturally receive 
under the ftronger influence of intereft. 

This defign might indeed be the worfe for the rich, who have neither 
beauty, virtue, fenfe, or any accomplifhment, except their guilding ; but 
the number of thefe, which I hope is not large at prefent, would_ then 
be very frnall. As to the variety of opinions among men concerning fe- 
male 
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male charms, they would be more free and genuine, becaufe unblaffed by 
any confideration foreign to nature : and if one woman was by this fchem® 
excluded from marriage, ten would find hufrands, who now languifh 
tlarough life in a wretched celibacy j women in general are thei'efore in- 
terefted to confent to th's propofal. The riches of the world would be 
neither more nor lefs than they are now : the rights of a w'ife in a free 
country would not be abridged, except the rights of independency in 
point of fortune j and what would they lofe by this, when it is well known, 
that from hence arifes the notion of a feparate intereft, which may be pur* 
fixed WHEN and how they pleafe j and the frequent confequence of this 
opinion is nothing lefs than misery to both hufband and wife, as fome 
thoufands I believe ax'e ready to attefi. 

Whatever may be the conlequence of too much liberty in Europe i in 
ASIA, at lead: in that part of it which is the fubjedt of thefe remarks j , 
die women are the abjedl flaves of men’s appetites, being but little remov- 
ed from proJftitutes : and with regard to the men, their pleafures cannot 
go much deeper than their fenfes. It is not dlfcovei-able from the manner 
in which they treat the fubjedt, and as little from the nature of their cor- 
refpondcnce wdth women, that there ai‘e many traces of friendflxip 
mixed with love ; conlequcntly few partnerlliips in the cares or calami- 
ties of life ; and as to the pleafures and amufements of it, they are necef- 
farily confined within very naiTow bounds. But for the greater fecurity 
of their property in their wives, the only one which nadir feemed to 
have any regard to, on his coming to the crown he publiflied an ordi- 
nance, which made it pi'efent death for any perfon wdiomfoever, wdio 
fliould attempt to corrupt another man’s wife, or forcibly take a man'ied 
woman from her hulband j for which reafon dxofe who have beautiful 
daughters give them in marriage very young, that they may not be expof- 
ed to any violence. In the reign of hussein, men of great diftincKon 
were wont to feize upon what women diey pleafed, wltcthcr married or 
fingle } but as nadir himfelf was a ftridt obferver of the law jufr men- - 
tioned, very few perfons had the- boldnefs to violate it in his time. . 


The 
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The women of ghilan are very induftrious j the common fort are 
•often feen abroad without veils, planting; rice, and performing other offices 
of agriculture: and within doors they are employed in fplnning and working 
in different manufadures : but women of fuperior quality work very little, 
if at all. Quintus curtius mentions Alexander’s fending to Da- 
rius’s mother feveral pieces of purple, and other rich veftures, which he 
had received from macedon ; that if the manufatfture pleafed her, fhe 
might caufe her grandchildren to be taught how to make them for their 
diverfion. This, as the hiftorian reprefents, was refented as a great indig- 
nity, it being efteemed mean and dilhonourable for ladies in Persia to 
work in wool. Alexander excufed himfelf as being ignorant of their 
cuftoms, alledging that his fifter had worked the robe in which he was 
arrayed.' The Persian ladies are ftill of that opinion ; nor is tliis fur- 
prizing, if we confider that in Europe, where induftry is reckoned a prln- 
■cipal virtue, there are many women, whofe birth, fortune, and beauty, 
might challenge the highell: attention, who chufe to be ignorant of the ef- 
fential duties of life, rather than of the vain ceremonies and amufements 
<of it. 

The women in ghilan are fair, their eyes and hair black j but here, 
as in other places, they often ule a drug with which they blacken 
their eyes : they appear at lead: to have received a tindure from it, but it 
leaves a blacknefs on the eye-lids : they efteem large eyes, infomuch that 
as a figure to exprefs the higheft idea of the beauty of a woman, the 
iemales of paradife are reprefented with prodigious large eyes. In this 
province their features are fmallj thofe, as well as their llature, par- 
taking much of the delicate. But in general the Georgians are moft 
efteemed for the charms of their perfons. Their children are bred up in 
the HARR AM, and like the Portuguese and jews, are very handfome 
when young j but the males foon change their countenance. The females 
who do not labour in the field, are feldom feen abroad except in a morn- 
ing before the fun riies, and then they are covered with veils, which reach 
down to their feet. When they travel on hofeback, every lady of diftinc- 
tion is not only veiled, but has generally a fervant, who runs or rides be- 
fore 
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fore her to clear the way j and on fuch occafions tht'. men, even in th^ 
market-places, always turn their backs till the women are paft, it being 
thought the higheft ill manners to look at them j but this awful refpedt is 
but a proof of the flavery in which they are doomed to live. The care 
which they take to conceal their faces, to avoid the imputation of adling 
indelicately, and contraiy to cuftom, has made fo ftrong an impreffion on 
them, that I was told of a woman, who being accidentally furprized in- 
bathing, Ihewed her whole perfon exxept her face j to hide which, all her 
folicitude was employed. 

The notion which the Persians have imbibed concerning the female- 
world, prevents their being involved in the d'flicfles of love, fuch as loll- 
ing their fenfes for the fake of a U'oinan, though they are betrayed into- 
many improprieties of condudt on this account. Jcalouly which gene- 
rally prevails in the warmeft climates, is not unknown to the heart of a ■ 
a PERSIAN } die nearer approach to the fun, may afiedh'^MAiioMMEUANS 
as well as Christians j but as in die politer countries of Christendom, , 
women are generally confideretl, in moil: refpedts, upon an equality with 
men j and in Persia, as much inferior to them j there muft confcquently 
be among Christians a greater regard to conjugal love. The difference 
in religions, as ivcll as in the cuftoms and manners of countries, will hard- 
ly admit a comparifon j but as jealoufy fometiaies occafions the infidelity 
of women in Europe, it is always a fafeguard to them in asia, where 
they are never conftituted the guardians of their own honour. 

We find cuftom has a great influence on the manners of mankind in . 
all countries. In France diere is a more liberal indulgence of women 
than in England j and yet, contrary to this rule, I believe it is beyond dif- 
putc that ENGLISH wives greatly exceed the french in chaftityj nor in- 
faying this do I fo much depreciate the women of that nation, as aferibe 
the natural effedl: to the caufe j for the fuperior excellence of our religioA 
makes a ftronger hold; whilft the cuftom of France, and genius of the 
people with regu'd to their gaiety, is a temptation ; for though ebaftity, 
and great vivacity of fpirit, arc things very confiftent ; yet the latter is, in 
its nature, apt to deceive the guards who watch the avenues to the heart, . 

and 
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and to fls^tter them into a perfuafion, that there is no danger near j where- 
as a more ferious turn of mind creates an awe, and keeps the enemy at a 
diftance. On the other hand, in Portugal, and other countries in tire 
fouth of EUROPE, where jealoufy abounds mofl, and where the lead: con- 
fidence is repofcd in women, there is mod: incontinence : fo that it is hai'd 
to fay, whether jealoufy has tended mod: to this immorality; or this 
immorality eftablidied jealoufy, as a kind of national vice. This padion, 
which feems to have its foundation partly in cond:itution, mud: arife alfo 
from indifereet engagements, from when.ee proceed thofe fad apprehen- 
fions of being unamiable to the objedt beloved : but it is natural to con- 
clude, in mod: cafes, that the more vicious men are, the more tliey 
fufpedt others j and confequently are themfelves the more fubjedl to 
, alarms. 

Now that I am fallen upon fo delicate a fubjedt, I cannot help remark- 
ing, that although men of fentiments are very cautious of acknowledging, 
that this paffion has in the leaft tindtured their minds, nor is it in the na- 
ture of things, that they can be ingenuous in confeflions of tliis fort ; yet I 
believe there are very few men without a degree of it. The aged, the 
proud, the timorous, and the tender, are perhaps the mod: fufceptible of this 
padion, where there are any circumflances in the objedt beloved, to a- 
waken it ; but adiamed as men ufually are in this inftance, the quediou 
is, if jealoufy is not a natural padion of the mind, as a compound of pride, 
love, hope, and fear; and if it may by a fkilful direi'ition anfwcr fcvcral 
of the great ends of providence, as well as the other padions from whence 
I fuppofe jealoufy to be derived ? What the fatal effedts of the cjicefs of 
every padion ai-e, the hiftory of the world can furnifh us with indanccs 
innumerable. Pride, love, fear, kill a thoufand different ways, entirely un- 
obferved by the generality of men, whild one defperate adt of jealoufy is 
entered upon record, and tranfmitted to future generations. 

If ws confider jealoufy as a padion didindt from all others, and that it 
M AY be employed to good purpofes ; the poifon of it will in a great mca- 
fure evaporate ; for every padion was certainly given us for wife ends, I 
believe there are not many men, and perhaps fewer women, who having 

endea- 
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endeavoured to pafs through life with innocence, are not without fmgular 
obligations to this paflion; I mean, with regard to themselves, as that 
which has conftantly waited on them like a guardian angel, to proteft them 
in tlieir fidelity to their own principles ; for if jealoufy is a natural paflion, 
its influence necelTarily extends to ourselves, though in common life we 
d,o not often make OURSELVES the objedts of it®. This principle being 
granted, how often might it have guarded the honour of families, and pre- 
vented that diftrefs in which we have feen them involved. There is a 
vulgar notion prevails amongft women, fuch at leaft who are not very 
wife, as well as thofe who are not very virtuous, that fufpicion is a great 
provocation to infidelity : whereas jealoufy, though it implies a diffidence, 
may be only fuch as is founded in a general knowledge of human nature j 
or a great infirmity of mind j and though it is often a proof of pride, it can 
hardly exift without love j but a woman might, with the fame propriety, 
beat out her hulband’s brains, becaufe his head achs, as be unfaithful to 
him, becaufe he is jealous j for it can by no means alter the nature of her 
obligations. On the other hand, it is a duty in men to remember, that 
this paffion, if indulged, is an indignity to a woman, and does fometimes 
bring on the very evil it is employed to prevent. 

In countries where women are confidcred as equally entitled to tlie pri- 
vileges of human nature, and are not only exempt from the fervile fub- 
jedtions of the east, but enjoy the honour of being free, as well as the 
liberty of being virtuous, they can hardly be devoid of fentiment : and it 
mull ncceflarily follow, that in proportion as a woman loves a man, ilie 
will avoid whal is iniurioiis to his peace : whilll iin, confeious of this 
fleknefs of mind, will be equally watcliful that it llrall not oflcnd her: 
and thus, by a Ikilful management, their very frailties may be converted 
into a bleffing, and exhibit a thoufan 1 latent virtues, which, for want of 
trial, might never have been called forth. 


I have confidcred jealoufy in a different light from that in which it is 
generally flicwn; but mankind are agreed, that all the fweets of love 


c Tins is the tmrn j.'aloufy f)r iufpiLioii 1 tiiliiJence; 
term is u*irr rtiLle, as when a iiLia Is jealous ot his honour j 
is veiy appufitc to this opinion. 

VOL. I. 


but it muft be remembered that this 
which, though a figurative expreflion. 


M m 


are 
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are no counterpoife for the bitter pangs of this corroding paffion : and tliat 
men are as highly interefted not to inilrudJ; themiclves in the art of fe!f- 
tormentj as not to teach their wives an evil Icfibn. It may be alfo re- 
marked, that jealoufy, abil-radled Eom all rcgai ds to women j as in ac- 
quaintance, frjendfliip, and the irtercciirfc of tlie world at large, fl'.c’.vs It- 
felf mofl in the wcvikeft men ; though all men of tenee?. mines are ex- 
tremely fufceptible of it. Pride is generally its companion, and fear its 
guide 5 forrow and vexation of fpirit fupport its banners, and it leads us 
into the paths of mifery. This is the cafe when wc fuffer it to get the 
afcendency j but when fubfervient to the ends of life, it is, I think, produc- 
tive of the good I have painted out. 

To return to my converfation with the mullah, from whence thefe 
reflexions took their rife, he aflrbrded me yet further occafion for moraliz- 
ing. He obferved that I did not eat nor drink any thing that was oiFored 
me, and being himfelf a valetudinarian, he afleed there.ifon of my 
abftinence : I told him, « It is a common faying in Europe, that a man 
“ is a fool, or his own phyfician by tlie age of forty ; I want many years 
** of that period j yet my conftitution has given me great experience liow 
« tottering thefe fabrics of our bodies are.” Here it may be obferved, 
that an impadence of certain foods, and other gratifications, is fbmclimcs 
as prevalent in men of infirm conftitutions, as in others. Mr, pope, by 
what he fays of himfelf, has fet this matter in a clear light j and happy 
are thofe who can truly apply it to tliemfelves ; “ My youth” fays this au- 
thor, as well as I remember, “ has dealt fairly and honeftly by mej and, 
“ by early intimations • of mortality, checked my career, and prevented 

many injuiious, and perhaps criminal excelTes into which my paflicjus 
“ might have betrayed me.” The mullah exprefl'ed his approbation of 
the proverbial faying I have quoted, arraigned mankind, and condemned 
himfelf in particular, for want of that common attention to health, without 
which, he obferved, it is next to impofiible for fome men to pafs through 
life exempt from pam 5 and befides Ae mifery and perturbations of mind 
which it creates, it aJfo difqualifies us for the affairs of the world. 


We 
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We now changed onr fubje« 9 : j and he faid with an ingenuous freedom ; 

“ How comes it that you, who are abftemious in your food, are not of a- 
piece in your apparel; there ought to be an unif-rmit}/- in a man’s con- 
“ dudr.” I thanked him for his admonition, and replied : “ In things I do 
not find injurious in tlieir confcqucnces, it feems to me a kind of duty 
“ to conform to the cufiom of thofe with whom we afibciate. You may 
“ impute as much as you pleafe to vanity ; but I mufl confefs to you my 
" philofophy does admit of fomc indulgence of this kind : different occa- 
« fions, and the difhicnt kiiidi! of people with whom we alTociate, muft, 
“ in fome nua-urc, determine in what manner a man ought to drefs. Sc- 
“ veral eminent phiioii'phjrs in Europe have recommended the garb to 
“ be rather above, than below a man’s fortune, in which I prefume they 
“ allude to certain ranks in life : a good coat will often procure a man 
“ admittance, where a bad one will expofe him to contempt. This is 
“ no where more true than in your country, of which I have already had 
a painful experience: and lincethe world in general is governed chiefly 
** by outward appearances ; and that innocence of life, or even flrength 
“ of reafon alone, will not purcl'.afc much efieem ; we may, I think, ac- 
“commo'ate ourieives to the world in things which are indifferent in 
“ tlieir nature, whatever may be urged by thofe philofophcrs and divines, 
** who arc apt to confider how things ought to be, rather than how they 
“ arc.” The mullah faook his head, and acknowledged the application 
** of the argument ivith regard to Persia. 

I had iiuLed been tar.ght on Evcral occafions, how neceffary externals 
were in that country, as well to prevent being treated infolently, as to pur- 
chafe that rerpciTl:, which Is of great ufj to ’■he good comluctof bufmefsin 
that country. In trading nations, where the fuppofed pccunbny worth of 
men conflitutes the greaiefl part of the rcfpecT: paid them, cioatlis are lefs 
effential : but as thefe externals among others, are material diflindlions of 
an affiuent fortune; even in fuch nations, fomc refpede will be ever paid 
to a man’s coat ; paiticularly among the yo-erg, the gay, or the female 
world, ivhich confdtr.te a very great part of mankind ; aad that part which 
he is NO philofophc.r who defpifes. 


Mm2 


With 
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With regard to motives of polic}?" and cullom, this notion had carried 
cur fa5.ors in the fouth of peksia much farther tiiaa us vho came from 
the cold regions of rusiSIa; ti'.cy had their gold caalleans, rich 
SHASHES, running footmen, led horfes, d:c. Their drefs was Persian, 
except the hat and wig, and their garments for parade were lined with 
sables. Shah sultan hussein gave them a noble palace and fine 
gardens j and once, at a public entertainment made for this prince, the 
fadors fpread the ground with fcarlet-cloth for him to walk on from the 
royal palace to their own, and afterwards gave the cloth to the foldicrs. 
This conduit was in fome inftances political amongft fo oflentatious a 
people as the Persians, and no doubt had its good effeils j and the trade, 
whilft it was in a flourifliing condition, might poffibly fupport a confidc- 
rable expence : but the invafion of the Afghans no longer permitted the 
continuance of it, and other prudential reafons now reftrain thefe fadors 
in a very great meafure. Mr. elton however thought it becoming the 
rank he bore in his mailer’s fervice, to have four running footmen to at- 
tend him i his adjutant was gallantly mounted, and carried a light fowling- 
piece at the head of the cavalcade : the rear was brought up by the ca al- 
LEAN bearer on horfeback, who carried a YAKTAN’*with provifions, 
outward garments, and the like : but I cannot fay, this fliadow of a pre- 
carious pomp was any addition to my pleafure, becaufe I knew his ap- 
pointments of 2500 crowns * a year were not equal to it. 

The converfation of die mullah gave occafion to many other re- 
flexions ; but thofe already mentioned exceed the bounds I have preferibed 
to myfelf in this work. 

^ Leather p.innier. " This was the falary allowed by nadik shah, to which he added an 

occalional prefent or two of 500 crowns, and very large promifes, which probably would not 
have produced any thing. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLI. 


‘Ihii author dctahied hi expeEtation of the arrival of captain wooDRooFrA • 
Defcription of the province g/" gh i l an. 

T H E month of April being now almoft expired, I grew ftill more 
impatient to fee captain woodroofe, intending to go to a:stra- 
BAD by fea. Mr. elton endeavoured to render my hours as pleafantas 
fo wretched a place as langarood could make them, and obliged me 
often with the ufe of the fine horfe which the shah had given him. 

I now font a fecond courier to naseer aga, to inform him in what 
htuation I was, and that I determined to go by land, if the Ihip did not 
arrive in two or three days. Providence feemed to order things apparent- 
ly for the bed: : the heavy oppredions which had induced the people of 
ASTRABAD to rebel, and the dreadful confequences of that rebellion, 
could not but draw commiferation. But my fentiments of their fufferings 
afforded me no affurance of their regard to juftice, much Icfs of their for- 
bearance to injure me in the profecution of my bufinefs, if they had an 
opportunity of doing it. During my flay in ghilan many of the rebels 
were removed by death, whom my prefence could not have faved, and 
their adlicrents being the more humbled, were probably the lefs difpofed 
to adts of violence. The feveral journies which I made in ghilan af- 
forded me an opportunity of making fome remarks on that province : and 
my Icii'ure allo%ved me time to commit them to writing. 

Ghilan is covered on one fide by a mountain, nearly in form of a 
crefeent j and what adds much to its beauty is the abundance of tim- 
ber, and other wood, and the feveral romantic feenes which the various 
face of tlie earth affords. ' At the foot of the mountain to the eaftwarch 
near the bay is a hot bath, the water of which is of a yellowifli colour, 
and much efteemed for its medicinal qualities. The feveral pafies into 
GHILAN are all very difficult j the narrow pafs which leads to it from the 
call thivugh ASTRABAD and mazanderan, and from the weft by len- 
GER-KUNAN, are not much inferior to that of pile-RUBAR already men- 
tioned, 
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tioned. From hence it arofe, that the kings of have ever found 

it very difficult to keep the inhabitants of the feathern coaJl of the Cas- 
pian in fubjedtion, and flill more, to reduce them when they have once 
rebelled : nadir feemed to make it a maxim, never to keep any troops 
on this coaft. 


Reshd, the chief city in ghilan, about 20 years ago was linrouiidcd 
bya.tliick wood, which rendered it exti’cmely unwliollcmc j inlomuch that 
the ARMENIANS, wlio camc from turkey to buy fiik, ufually ilorped a 
day’s journey fhort of this place, and fant their fervants into the city. But 
the RUSSIANS no fooner pofefled this heft part of the province, than they 
cleared the ground for near fifteen miles to the fouthward, and a profpcdl 
is now opened which is bounded only by the mountains: thefe are very 
lofty, their tops beirg generally covered with fnow through the whole 
yezr. The air of ghilan, though admirably adapted to the cultivation of 
raw filk and rice, of which no province has fuch plenty, is far £om being 
healthful; the ftidden changes of it are produdtive of agues, efpccially to 
thofe who are carclefs in their cloathing. The numerous mai flics occa- 
fioned by the inundation of the Caspian, the rice-fields often laid under 
water, and the vicinity of the mountains wh'ch arc covered with w’ood, all 
contribute to hirt the air, cficciali]’’ when the heat of the fujii is violent, 

. and confcquer.lly the exhalations ftrong. There are frogs and gnats innume- 
rable, nor are fpiders lefs abundant ; th.e extreme moifturc of the earth 
breeds infedts even in their houfes, whilft the air is fo produdlive of ruft, 
that even the wo k of a watch can with difficulty be preferved. The in- 
habitants of the province obferve, that women, mules, and poultry enjoy 
health, w'hen all other animals pine away with ficknefs ; from whence it 
may be concluded, that the confinement of the women contributes to their 
■prefervation. June, July, and Auguft arc their moft unhealthy months: 
in Odteber, November, and December they have generally heavy rains. 
In the year 1741 an incredible quantity of fnow fell, infomuch that the 
people of RESHD had no communication with each other for fome days, 
hut from their houfe-tops, which however are not very I6fty : they even 
affured me that the fnow was, in fbme places, to the depth of feven yards. 

They 
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They enjoy here a long Ipring : their lawns and meadows are ftrewed 
with flowers, and the buflres with honey-fuckles, fweet biars, and rofes. 
The foil is exceeding fertile, producing foine hemp and hops, and al- 
meil- every kind of fruit without culture j for befides oranges, lemons, 
peaches, and pomegranates, here are abundance of grapes, the vines fup- 
porting the-mfeives on the trees, and giotving wild in the mountains with 
great luxuriancy j fo that a confldcrable part of this province is quite a pa- 
radife, notwithftanding the many great inconveniences which attend it. 
Their grapes, for want of cultivation, are not of the mofl: excellent kind 
nor will they make tolerable wine, without a mixture of raiflns from the 
fouthern parts of the empire j but thefe fermented together produce very 
good wine. Their other fruits arc not reckoned wliolcfome, cfpccially to fo- 
reigners ; the peaches and figs, in particular, partake much of the perni- 
cious moifturc which predominates in the lower parts of the province. 
Guilan is alfo remarkable for producing great quantities of box-wood, 
for which camels have an extreme fondnefs, though it is their immediate 
death if they eat of it j for this reafon there are few or no camels brought 
into this province, their caravans confifdng of horfes, mules, and cowsh 

There are feveral rivers and inlets on the coafl: of ghilan that abound 
in fifli: the moft remarkable in the river of langarood, are pike, carp, 
a fpecies of cod, and an oily fifli called cottoomr, much efteemed by 
the ritRSiANS J tlie head of it refcmblcs that of a mullet, but the colour, 
fins, and fcales are like thofe of a carp. There is another fifli found in 
mofl: of the rivers and inlets on the Persian coafl:, and alfo in the volga, 
but never feen at fja : it is called soome, the head is very large, and 
has the nearefl: refemblance to that of a dog fifli, but the colour and fliape 
of the body is like a cod ; it has no fcales, but from the navel to the tail 
there runs a foft fin on the belly, as well as the back : this fifh, as I have 
been told, is very ravenous, and devours like a fliark, though it has no 
teeth J the fiefli of it when boiled is extremely foft, and is never eaten by 
the PERSIANS, 


» Thefe carry burtkena like other animaU. 
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CHAP. XLII. 

Ignorance of Persians in regard to maritime affairs. Ihe ant K^or Jets 
out on his fecond journey from langarood to astrabad. Defcrip- 
tion of the province of mazanderan, with the cities ^ amul, Bal- 
frush, &c. he is kindly received by the governor oj the province. Ihe 
modern Persians debauched by fpirituous liquors, 

I N the clofe of this month of April Mr. elton fet up the ftem and 
ftern of the fliip he was building ; upon which occafion we drank the 
shah’s health, and fired the cannon we had on ftiore. The Persians^ 
have very little maritime ftrength: in the gulph of Persia they on^ 
had between 20 and 30 Ihips, partly built in Europe, and fome in 
PEGU and SURAT; but they were navigated by Indians and Portu- 
guese. Their fliip-carpenters on the Caspian were mofily Indians, 
who perform their bufinefs with delicacy, but are very flow, and unfit 
for large work ; neither do they underftand much of the ftrudture of vef- 
fels, or of the method of navigating them. But there cannot be i fl:ionger 
infliance of the ignorance of the Persians in regard to maritime affairs, 
than that of myrza mehtie, who was appointed admiral of thecoaft be- 
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fore he had ever feen a fhip : this was the man who was afterwards no- 
minated by NADIR, to examine into tlie Christian religion. Being now 
as tired of idlenefs, as impatient to bring my bulinefs to an iffue, I deter- 
mined to wait no longer, and accordingly the hr/ 1 : of May in tlie evening 
we fet out for astraba.d. 

Befiides Mr. loftus, who had been with me in the camp, and on 
whom I depended as an interpreter, I took alfo mati'euse, the old Ar- 
menian, who was with me when the rebellion broke out. We were fix 
perfons well armed, and maiiommed khan had promifed to furni/li us 
with a convoy of fifty foldiers, if neceflary ; for fome of the inhabitants of 
MAZANDERAN, as wcll as ASTRAEAD, had been ill the rebellion j and 
knowing upon what bulinefs wc were going, and tliat part of the money 
muft bo levied on them or dieir relations, it was not unreafonable to ap- 
prehend, that they would make no fcruplc to ob/irud our journey, if they 
had a favourable opportunity. 

The firft evening we were benighted and loft in a wood : we had fuc- 
cefllvcly procured fcveral guides 5 but they all ran from us, apprehending 
we Ihould treat them injurioufty. In this perplexity we made towards a 
houfe, where wc faiv a light, but found the entrance barricadoed with 
trees : we ufed fome entreaties to perfuade the mafter of it to con dud us 
to RUDizAR ; but as WC could not make any impreffion on him, we broke 
into his houfe, and tying a rope to one of his arms, compelled him to 
condud us. However unwarrantable this condud may appear, it was 
quite agreeable to the pradice of Persia in fuch cafes, and now feemed 
abfolutely neceflary, efpecially as w'e meant no harm ; on the contrary, af- 
ter the man had conduded us to rudiz vr, he was handfomcly paid for 
his trouble. 

The 2d, We faw a fliip in the offing®, upon which wc ftopt at a 
little village in tlie mountains, and fent an exprefs to langarood.j but 
receiving anfwer the next day, that this fliip was not captain woodroofe’s, 
we proceeded on our journey without any more flattering expedations. 

J Sea term for a fliip wliich appears on a coafl. 

N n 


VoL. I. 


Travel- 



284 THE AUTHOR’S JOURNEY FROM Part II. 

Travelling about fix leagues, we fbon entered the province of mazande- 
RAN, the weather being extremely delightful. Two of the carriers of my 
baggage through fear, or fome worfe caufe, left us and their loads in a very 
abrupt manner. The 4th, my horfes and mules being at pafture, were 
vifited by a wolf of a very extraordinary fize, of which there are numbers 
in thefe mountains ; being driven off by the guard which was fet for fuch 
purpofes, this animal contented himfelf with killing a cow. In the morn- 
ing we fet out early, and came up with a detachment of fifty foldiers, the 
commander of which very courteoufly offered his fervice to convoy us, 

1 obferved that fome of the lower parts of maz ander an very much re- 
femble ghilan j but they are not fo clofely encircled by mountains, and 
the air is more free and pure. This province alfo abounds in water, of 
which many ftreams ilfue from the fprings in the mountains j but the rice- 
fields require a plentiful diftribution of it. They tell a fiory of an inha- 
bitant of the low-lands, who being afked tlie length of the province, an- 
Iwered, “tool up to the waift,” the word tool in persic fignifies 
length; but, in the dialed of the province, mud. In the time of Alexan- 
der the GREAT thefe people were called mardi, and the antient name 
of the province of mazanderan was margiana. This country is as 
fruitful as ghilan, and much more healthful ; in fad the inhabitants are 
ftronger, and more robuft. It produces great quantities of cotton, which 
are fent in large boats to the market at reshd, from whence part of it is 
carried into Russia ; and this is the only province in the north of Persia 
that produces fugar. 

This day we arrived at kirculli, a little village near the fea-fhore, 
where we met with a courier from mahommed khan, with an open 
letter, requiring the commander of the fifty men to maixh along the coaft, 
and feize all the boats for the shah’s fervice. This order was conduded 
with fb little fecrecy, that befides the letter being open, it was delivered by 
miftake to my interpreter. The peafants and boatmen, having had pre- 
vious notice, concealed in the creeks the few boats that were on the coaft. 
The ufual method, in fuch cafes, is to oblige the elders to make report in 
Writing of what boats belong to the village ; and if they are difeovered 

to 
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to conceal any, they are fevercly fined. I prefented the commander of 
the fifty men with cloth for a coat, and obtained a detachment of ten of 
liis foldiers for our convoy. 

The earth having been refrelhed with hea^^ llrowers of rain, we made 
two ftages, and travelled eleven hours. As we advanced deeper into the 
province, the villagers grew more infolent, infomuch that one of them 
feized the commander of my ten men by his throat. It is very dangerous 
to corne to extremities with thefe peafants, whofe numbers and refolution 
enable them to contend : for if they beat or dilliefs any one, they are often 
called to an account in fuch a manner, that, of the two evils, they think 
murder the leaft, in hopes it may prevent enquiry ; or at worft they can 
hide themfelves in their mountains. The houle afiigned for my lodging, 
was inh.ibited by women and children, to whofe intreaties it was my duty 
to fubmit, though contrary to cuftom in fuch cafes j I therefore pitched my 
tent. Night drawing on, we difeovered ourfelves to be in a very bad neigh- 
bourhood j the villagers here had appeared in arms in the late rebellion, 
and formed a defign of attaching mahommed khan, as he retired before 
the TURKUMANSj their fituation being fuch, that ten men might have 
defeated the khan, and his whole party. Thefe people now imagining 
us to be extremely rich, would not be perfuaded that our brafs buttons 
were not gold : their chief boafted of his great dexterity in the ufe of fire- 
arms, as a fpecimen of which he killed a fmall bird on a lofty tree with a 
fingle ball. The villagers being now alarmed with apprehenfions, that my 
convoy had orders to apprehend them, took to their arms, and retired, re- 
fufing to fupply the foldiers with any provifions ; however I procured food 
for them, upon condition that they, together with fome of my own people, 
Ihould remain under arms during the night. The inhabitants in the neigh- 
bouring mountains were alfo no lefs difaffedtedj and feveral horfenien 
came into the village during the night, but finding us on our guard, they 
feigned excufes for their unfeafonable motions, and retired. 

The 6th, The dangerous fituation in which I had flept, produced "an 
equal fatisfaftion on my departirre. By feven in the morning the fiin was 
extremely hot; I obfewed that-the Persians are not catitkws of the im- 
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preffions of the fun in any degree equal to the roRTUGUEzn j for the 
laft feldom travel without a cLak and umbrcllo, they alfo ufe fcull-caps 
of paper, or a cabbagc-Ieaf under their hats j here tr.e common people only 
guard the cro’a-n of the head, which is often bare in other parts, with a 
lilk-quilted fcull-cap. The intenu: adion of the fun, even in more mode- 
rate climates, I conceive to be injuiious beyond the common attention of 
phyficians, efpccially to fevcpih conditutions j and that the evils arihng from 
it are oftentimes not traced to their real caufe. About nine, we took fltcl- 
ter in a wood, and pitched our tents, determining to rtavel only in the 
evenings, or at night. The yth, we travelled five leagues : on the road 
we met feveral'peafants returning home with rice, which the shah had 
caufed to be diftributed among them ; and we underftood likewife they 
were excufed from taxes, which they could not pay. Early the next 
morning we ftruck our tents j the foldicrs, contrary to their engagement, 
having left us in the night to take care of ourfelves. 

As we approached towards amul, the country appeared dill more 
pleafant : this city is fituated in a plain at the foot of that part of mount 
TAURUS, where the Persians fay Alexander encamped, and refrcflied 
his army : it is watered by a river, over which there is a fumptuous 
bridge of i'2 arches. They have a tradition, that if any governor or com- 
mander pafs over it on horfeback, he will foon be deprived of his office, if 
not of his life j and that whoever would not be purfued by ill fortune, 
ought to walk over it : this however is certain, that although the dream 
is rapid, and the water foul, the Persians generally ford it: and as I 
did not chufe to be regarded as a perfon excluded from the common boun- 
ties of heaven, I thought proper to comply fo far as to lead my horfe, and 
walk over the bridge. Here we found the ruins of an old fortrefs, which 
had been very drong and regular, beyond any I fiiw in persi a : the walls 
were of brick, and of great thicknefs ; they fay it has been repaired every 
two hundred years fince the time of the original foundation, faid tobe 
4000 years ago j but this unluckily happens to be before the deluge, ac- 
cording to our accounts. It is certain however that this is one of the ci- 
ties of the antient Persians, and much efteemed forks fituation by the 
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fovereigns of this country. Here is a palace built with ftone, which the 
famous SHAH abas often made his refidence: it has two ftories which 
command a pleafant profpedt, and is 'well contrived for coolncfs and con- 
veniency. The garden is remarkable for the fize and height of its Cyprus- 
trees. 

In this city I met a writer in the fervice of mahommed khan, who 
received me with great civility, and expreffed much concern that he was 
ignorant of my circumftances, when I was in his company retiring before 
the TURKOMANS. He informed us, tliat sadoc aga, and his tartars, 
when they came into this place, were not above 1 50 in number ; but as his 
mailer the khan had only 60 fighting men with him, they would certain- 
ly have attacked us, if the townfmen of amul had not magnified our 
fticngth, pretending that we had received a reinforcement from shirvan. 
*' We were afraid,” faid he, “ not only of the tartars, but of the in- 
“ habitants of the province, who were ripe for a revolt. Sadoc aga de- 
manded money and provifion of this city, and, to give a greater impref- 
“ lion of the force of the rebel-army, he requhed alfo no lefs than fifty- 
“ thoufand pair of horfe-lliocs. As foon as the townfmen thought that 
“mahommed khan was marched out of danger, theyafifured sadoc 
ac;a they fliould make no difficulty in ferving him, provided he took 
“ mahommed khan prifoner. The rebels accordingly purfued the khan j 
“ but after a few days, news arriving from khorasan of the defeat of 
“ MAHOMMED HAssAN, and the main body of the rebel armyj thefe 
“ j-L-nplc prepared to give sadoc aga a warm reception, in cafe he 
“ Ihould return this way. Several of his party took to the mountains, 
but fixty of them came here, of which half were turkumans: many 
“ of thefe fought verv gallantlv, twelve were killed on the fpot, and 1 8 
“ taken prifoners, and put to death. The thirty khajars furrendered 
“ themfelves, and having been deprived of their fight by order of the 
“ SHAH, are now in this city.” 

The fccrelary, having given me this information concerning the fate 
of thofc rafli men, invited me to hear his mufic, of which one inftru- 

rnent refembled a fiute, another a kettle-drum, a third a gittar ^ an old 
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man and two boys at the fame time fung and danced. It muft be noted, 
that neither of thefe accomplifliments are taught, except to perfons who 
hire themfelves for this purpofe 5 in others they are conlidered as moan 
and ignoble. Here I obferved the fame kind of movements as in Portu- 
gal i and it is probable that the portugueze brought thefe dances from 
this country, as before the conqueftof ormus they had an intimate con- 
nexion with the PERSIANS. The boys moved their heads, legs, and arms 
at the fame time in a very extravagant manner ; the writer however ac- 
knowledged the entertainment was not the moft perfect of it’s kind : he 
then fent for a prieft, remarkable as a good finger ; this man raifed his 
voice to a degree of amazement, his quavers were mixed with a very 
harfh guttural, and the diftortions of his vifage fuch, as ratlier created hor- 
ror than delight j nor was their inftrumental mufic lefs ungrateful to my 
ear. 

The people of amul, as in many other parts of this coaft, begin in 
May to retire into the neighbouring mountains, where they live in tents, 
;and enjoy cool breezes, delightful fhades, plenty of fruits, the moft de- 
.licious water, with an extenfive profpeft of a fine country below 
tiiem. Near this place are mines well furnifhed with iron oar, where 
the SHAH had his chief foundery for his cannon, ball, and bomb-fliells, as 
,alfo forges for horfe-fhoes : and fuppofing the Persian marine would 
fucceed, they intended alfo to make anchors. They have plenty of rice 
And wheat, and alfo printed cottons, in which articles they trade with the 
neighbouring provinces. 

The 9th, in the evening we left amul, and travelled through a de- 
lightful country till two in the morning, when, after refting ourfelves irf* 
tents, we departed for balfrush, the capital of the province. My firft 
enquiry was concerning the condudt of the rebels when I left the place in. 
february laft, and I received the following account. The townfinen, ap- 
prehenfive of the cruelty of the Turkomans, or little concerned about 
their loyalty to Nadir shah, fubmitted very quietly to sadoc .aga. 
When he went in purfuit of mahommed kha«, ho appointed ismael 
aEG, a perfbn of fame diftindion, as their gov^^or} but without leav- 
ing 
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ing him any forces. Upon the news of the defeat of the rebels, their 
governor was feized, and holes being cut in his flefli, they fet lighted candles 
into them ; in this barbarous manner they led him about the market- 
place naked, till with lofs of blood he expired. 

If we confider a people univerfally alienated from their Ibvereign, and 
yet exercifing fuch horrid cruelties for what they efteemed no crime ; it 
can be reconciled only by habit, and a cuftom of infenhbility, joined to 
the terrors of this tyrant’s power, which thus conjured up fo many mil- 
lions of diabolical fpirits to torment and deftroy each other. 

The iith, I vifited matiommed khan, whofe houfe was a few miles 
from the city, in a delightful fituation. There was nothing grand 
about it ; but the adjacent woods and rivulets gave it an air of fimplicity, 
and afforded more pleafure tlian the moft fumptuous palace, where we fee 
only finiflied ftrokes of art. In the area before his houfe were drawn up 
under arms 150 men, in two double lines. I alighted, according to 
cuftom, fome yards diftance from the houfe, and bowing with my hand 
on my breaft, advanced towards him : the kitan was feated in his ai- 
VAN, and received me with great exprcfllons of kindnefs : as a more con- 
vincing proof of his regard, he releafed a man who was tied, and con- 
demned to be beaten ; telling me, tiiat he did it for my fake, and, to do 
me honour. I made him a prefent of fome fine cloth and a cafe of choice 
drams, of which this irreligious mahommedan was immoderately fond. 
He told me I muft be his gueft, with many aflurances that a proper 
and futfioient guard Ihould be provided to attend us to astrabad j 
which province he faid was entirely ruined by the rebellion, and tlie fatal 
ct)nlcquences of it ; defiring for my own fake, that I would make as fhort 
a ftay in that city as poffible. He obferved further that behbud khan 
the king’s general, was a very worthy man, but loved prefents ; and that 
tliis general, as well as the others at astrabad, were ordered by the 
king on an expedition, to balkhan. 

As I had confented to take up my lodgings with him that night, he 

ordered poultry and fbeep to be killed, meaning to fhew roe fb much fa- 
vour. 
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vourj as to wipe off the ftains his reputation had fuffered by his ill trea- 
ment of me before ; for he now pretended, that he was then entirely ig- 
norant of my condition, or he had certainly provided me with a fufiicient 
number of horfes, and all things neceffary for my journey. At dinner we 
had very little converfation ; for it is not the cuftom of the Persians, on 
that occafion, to talk much } nor did the ignorance of the khan admit of 
his making many pertinent enquiries. As he was defirous to do me plea- 
fure, he lent for his dancers and mufic, .with which I was tormented the 
.whole evening, my nerves being too weak to bear fo much noife as w'as 
made by eight inftmments and three fingers ; and here it may be worth 
obferving, that though an European ear cannot be reconciled to their 
lafte in mufic, yet ours is agreeable to them. When they had perform- 
ed their bufinefs, the dancing-men prefented me an orange, which wars a 
■civil way of demanding payment for their trouble. After dinner the khan 
invited me to drink brandy with him j upon my refulal he exprclled great 
furprize, that I being an European and a Christian, did not delight 
in fpirituous liquors. As foon as I retired, he and his companions could 
not refifl making trial of the fiirong winters I had prefented him : their 
-ufual way is for each perfon to fet a plate of fweet-meats before him, and 
drink their liquor in tea-cups till tliey are drunk, which is generally cf- 
fedted in a very fliort time. 

The next morning we vifited the monument of the khan’s favourite 
wife, who had been lately buried in a wood near his houfe. There was 
nn epitaph, not differing much from the European manner : the author, 
.according to the common fenfe of mankind, compared life to a flower that 
.bloffoius in the fpring, and in the fummer appears in the full lufirc of its 
.beauty ; but in autumn begins to whither and decline, and when winter 
comes on, every gufl: of wind blows it to the ground, where it lays and rots. 

Before I. took my leave of the khan, I defired he would tell me defi- 
niiivel} what number of men he would give me for a guard j he replied, 
.as many as I pleafed : but I foon found, that five men mufl; be the num- 
ber as xar as KOLEEAWD,‘from whence only, he faid, there was any dan- 
ger i and that there I might obtain any number of foldiers. 
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‘The author's journey through mazanderan. A Jhorf defcription of shau 
abas’s caufeway and of the ant lent temple of the worf}jippc 7 -s of fre^ as 
alfo of the famous palace ^ashreff. pyramids of human heads at 
the entrance of astrabad. 

O N the 13 th of May, I difpatched a courier to Mr. el ton, to inform 
him of what had pafled ifi relation to the king’s bufinefs, and the 
intended expedition to balkhan, for which captain woodroofe was re- 
quired to be the leading fliip ; by the fame courier I informed him con- 
cerning the buffaloes, which he required to be fent from astrabad to 
draw timber : I was informed that thefc animals are yet ffronger than oxen ; 
but if provoked, are dangerous and intradlable : they are very hot in their 
conflitution, and delight much in water and marfhy grounds. 

Leaving balfrush, we travelled three leagues through a delightful 
country to alleabad, where is a palace of mean appearance, but plea- 
fantly fituated. The moft important and ufeful monument of antiquity 
in this country is the caufe-way built by shah abas the great, about 
the beginning of the laft century, which runs from keskar, in the 
fouth-weft corner of the Caspian, by astrabad in the fouth-eaft cor- 
ner, and fevcral leagues yet further, being in all near 300 English miles. 
During this period it has hardly been ever repaired j it mull be obferved 
however, that few or no wheel- cat riages are in ufc in this countrr’", fo 
diat the pavement is yet preferved in many places very perfedt : in fome 
parts it is above 20 yards broad, being raifed in the middle with ditches 
on each fide j there are many bridges upon it, under which water is con- 
veyed to the rice-fields ; but thefe are made level, and do not interrupt 
the profpedt. From alleabad to sari there arc fome perfpedlives from 
fouth-weft to north-eaft for above a league together, boidered on each 
fide by a thick wood, whofe luxuriant branches afford a delightful Ihel- 
ter to travellers. There are alfo many avenues into meadows and rice- fields, 
which variegate the profpedt, and delight the imagination. 
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The inhabitants at sari were in a very miferable condition, complain- 
ing loudly of the king, and no lefsof sadoc aga, and his turk.timan 
TARTARS, wlio had been with them for fome days, on the occafion of 
their incurfion into maz.vnderan. Here we learnt, that four thoufand 
men from the king’s camp were arrived at kazar-jereb, and that a 
body of forces, levied in this province, were ordered to take pofTcflion of all 
the avenues, to prevent the inhabitants from running away : thus the con- 
dition of the people being rendered more defperate, thofe who had appeared 
in arms againft the king, were become tire more dangerous to travellers. 

Sari was built by the antient Persians j there are yet four temples 
of the GEBREs, or worfliippers of fire, who formerly inhabited all this 
coaft : it feemed inconfiftent, that tlie Persians fuffered thefe temples to 
remain unmoleficd, after the abolition of a religion, which they now efteem 
grofsly idolatrous: but they are made of the mofl: durable materials. Thefe 
edifices are rotund as of about thirty feet diameter, raifed in height to a point 
near 1 20 feet. Of the religion of thefe people, I fliall have occafion to fay 
more, when I come to fpcak of the everlafting fire at baku. 

The 14th, We continued our rout through amoft delightful country 
to ASHREFF : here the caufe-way was much decayed. Shah abas 
delighted greatly in the fouthern coaft of the Caspian, and particularly in 
MAZANDERAN : lie built a lodge every two leagues for his refrefliment 
in travelling j many of thefe buildings were yet habitable. The cuftom 
of the PERSIANS forbids any fubjedt to fit in the palaces of their kings, 
>vhether they are abfent, or not ; but this ceremony by no means fuited us 
who were fatigued. From one of thefe buildings we had a fair view 
of the great mountain demoan, on which the Persians fay the ark 
refted, whilft the Armenians aferibe this honour to mount ararat, 
which is alfo vifible in clear weather on the weftern coaft of the Cas- 
pian, if what was ftiewn me as fuch, is the real ararat, becaufe the 
diftance feems to be rather too great. 

In the afternoon we arrived at ashreff, where with difficulty we ob- 
tained lodgings j my Armenian fervants attempted to beat the peafants, 

and 



Chap. XLIII. PALACE OF ASHREFF. 293 

and compel them to procure quarters, though they had no better autho- 
rity for it, than what was derived from their being armed. The Persians 
have been now fo long accuftomed to this kind of feverity, that I 
hardly obferved a finglc inftance of that private refentment and revenge, 
fo common amongft chriftians, particularly in the fouth of Europe. 

In this place is a celebrated palace built by shah abas, fai' exceeding 
any on the whole coaft of the Caspian fea. Over the gate which forms 
the entrance, are the arms of Persia, being a lion with the fun riling be- 
hind it®, alluding to the ftrength and glory of the Persian monarchy. 
Within this gate is a long avenue, on each fide of which are thirty apart- 
ments intended for a royal guard ; the next gate in front opens into a 
garden, in the middle of which is a channel made with ftone, about 
three feet wide, and one deep : In this channel runs a ftream of water, 
which has four falls of about an ell high, thirty yards diftance from each 
other, each having a fmall bafon and fountain : thefe falls muft have a 
fine effedl j for on the fide near the ftream, holes are cut to fix candles at 
equal diftances, to the number of about a thoufand : at the head of thefe 
is a large ftone-bafon about fix feet deep. In the building there is near 
this bafon a fumptuous aivan painted with gold flowers on a blue 
ground very well executed : here are alfo feveral portraits, which feem to 
have been done by a Hollander, but no mafterly hand. On the fides 
of the AIVAN are feveral fmall apartments, and behind this building are 
three other falls of water, which pour down from the fide of a fteep 
mountain covered with wood. 

The garden confifts chiefly in walks, bordered by very large pines, 
orange, and other fruit-trees difperfed in beds, with ftreams of water run- 
ning between them. From thence we were carried into another garden 
much in the fame tafte, in which flood the harram : there was no bo- 
dy in it j yet being the women’s apartment, it was confidered as ik:red-, 
and we were not permitted to go into it. Before it is a large bafon of wa-, 
ter, and a fquare with marble benches at .each corner j a fyeamour of pro- 
digious fize in the center, fhaded the whole with it’s extended branches : 

^ Sec frontifpiece of this volame; 
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here were alfo cafcados in tb.e fame manner as related in tiie other 
garden. Fiom thence we were conduded t> a banqueting-houie, which 
was dedicated to a gi-anvlfon of ali ; out of refpedt to th.is place we were 
required to leave our fwords at the door. The folemnity with which we 
were condufted, ifruck me with a hind of religious awe j but this was 
foon changed into contempt; for I was furpri>Ad to find the room adorned 
with paintings, fiich as could plcafe only a voluptuous ataiiommedan. 
Here were alfo portraits of shah abas the firfi: and fccond, and of fome 
other perfons, all by an European hand, but meanly performed. It had 
no furniture hut rich carpets, which were then piled into great heaps. 

We were now Ihewn a fourth houfe and garden, in which was the 
fpring that gave water to the greateft part of the whole ; in this was a 
ftately dome, whofe top was indifferently well painted, and the walls 
were covered with dutch tiles as high as the gallery. At fome diftance 
from this on an eminence is a fmall building, which feemed to be in- 
tended for an obfervatory. The whole commands a view of a very fine 
country, the Caspian fea being about five miles diftance: the vici- 
nity of the mountains on the back of this palace, the numerous caf- 
cades, and the mufic of the birds, gave me many pleafing ideas : but 
the unhappy fituation of the people ftill returned to my thoughts, 
and blunted the edge of that pleafure which I might have otherwife 

The 15th, we left ashreff, and travelled four leagues to kolebawd; 
through this village runs a ftream of water, which parts the provinces of 
MAZANDERAN and ASTRABAD. Upon the road we met a courier with 
a letter from hahdgee myrza mahommed, to acquaint me that his 
eftate had been feized upon, his fons obliged to fly, himfelf imprifoned, 
and in great danger of being put to death : he therefore befought T' 
would haften my journey, and ufe my intereft to fave his life. Mahom- 
med KHAN had affured me, that in this village I might procure a guard 
to ASTRABAD of any number of men; but according to the ordinary un- 
certainty of fuch afTurances in Persia, no guard at all could be found ; 
for the peafants, not liking their fituation, had deferted the village ; what 
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added to this difappointment was, that befides the robbers which were in 
the adjacent mountains, the ogurtjoy pirates had made a defeent at 
this place a few days before, and murdered feveral people after plundering 
their houfes. We were fourteen in number well armed, and determined 
to defend ourfelves : the houfe in which we took up our lodging had 
been plundered by the turkumans and khajars during the late re- 
bellion, but upon the reverfe of their fortune, the owner had received his ■ 
own goods again, with the charge of other eifedts. 

Flaving fpent the night with a watchful uneafinefs, the next day we 
went forward for astrabad, palling by feveral detachments of armed - 
villagers, who. had thrown up an intrenchment fortified with palifadoes jv 
they were ordered to examine palTengers, and keep the road free. As we- 
approached to astrabad, we met feveral armed horfemen carrying- 
home the peafants whofe eyes had been put out, the blood yet running 
down their faces. Near the entrance of'the city on each fide was a pyra- 
mid built of Hone whitened over, and made full of niches j thefe pyra- 
mids were about fixteen or twenty feet diameter at the bafis, riling gra- 
dually into a point to near forty feet ; at the top of each was a fingle head. 
Tliis being towards the dole of the execution, the greateft part of the 
niches were filled with human heads, of which feveral had beards, and- 
being fet a little proj editing, added to the horror of this objedt. I had 
been fourteen days on my journey from langarood, and, found the 
neareft computation of the diftance to be about 250 English milesi 
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CHAP. XLIV. 

V^he author arrives at astrabad. His reception by the shah’s genej-al. 
Cruelties excrcifed on the rebels. The author vifits mahommed hussein 
KHAN. His charaBer. Secret caufes of the rebellion in ast'RA'&a.'D : 
An account of the battle fought by the rebels 'with the shah’s forces. 

T H E i6th of May we entered the city of astrabad the fecond 
time ; a fcene of mifery and defolation, which amply verified the 
yredidtion of the woman Upon my arrival I was informed, that the 
executions of that day confifted in cutting out the left eyes of thirty men, 
•beheading four, and burning one alive, the laft having been a captain in 
the rebel-guard. Two hundred women were alfo fent out of the city, of 
which one hundred and fifty were ordered to be fold as Haves to the fol- 
diers. 

The next day I palled through feveral ftreets, which appeared to have 
■no inhabitants except foldiers, and a few old women. I fent a prefent to 
■behbud khan the king’s general, and immediately followed it myfelf. 
He was feated in his aivan, with a femicircle of his foldiers drawn up a 
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little below him, judging and condemning the unhappy rebels, who were 
brought before him one or two at a time, aa he demanded them. After 
the compliments of welcome, he ajfked me why I did hbt %y.in astra- 
B \D till he came ? As I knew nothing of him when I left the place, I 
thought the queffion a little extraordinary. I told him i did not remain in 
ASTRABAD becaufc I was afraid of violence to my perfon, or of being 
made a flave to the turkuman tartars j moreover that it was 
my bufinefs to feek juftice of the shah, whofe .decree I had now the ho- 
nour to prefent him j and then ftandihg up, and taking it in both my 
hands, I lifted it up to my head, and delivered it to him : he ftood up ■* 
and received it, and raifing it to his forehead, gave it to his fecretary to ■ 
read. I have already ohferved, that the king ordered the money to be 
paid, according to the account I Ihould deliver, out of the feqneftered 
eftates of the rebels ; deduding the value of what goods could be found, 
which were ordered to be delivered to me. The general faid, “the decree 
“ muft be obeyed.” I replied, “ You may fee how great favour tlie king has ■ 
“ lliewn us, not only in ordering payment, but that it ihall be done ifoon, 

“ and therefore I hope you will pay honour to the decree by feeing it exe- 
“ cuted immediately.” He alTurcd me it Ihould be done without delay, 
and fpoke as follows ; “ You find how the rebels have changed their blood 
“ for your crimfon cloth. If it pleafes the almighty to give the king 
“ health, no attempt of this fort will prevail againft him.” He then pre- 
fented me fweet-meats and large white mulberries, which are a delicious 
fruit : the prifoners were taken from his prefence whilft we eat : In tlie 
interim tlie fecretary made a complimental fpeech on the general ufe- 
fulnefs of merchants, obferving “ that they brought wealth into coun- 
“ tries, were ferviccable to kings j and ought not to be offended by any, 
“ but protedled by all parties.” 

Beheud khan had the title of “ high and mighty minifter of minifters, 

and general of ATTOK,with the fi-ontiers of turkumania.” He was 
a ftout black man, with an open countenance, hard featured, looking fierce 
and undifturbed, as to any fentiment of compaffion. ' After a fhort repaft, 
a prifoner was brought before him, who had too Isrge logs of wood fitted 

to 
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to the fmall of his leg, and riveted together ; there was alfo a heavy tri- 
.angular collar of wood about his neck j one of the parts being made 
longer than the other two, ferved as a hand-cuff to his left wrill, fo that if 
-he attempted to reft his arm, it muft prefs on his neck. The gcneial 
afked me, if that man had taken my goods j I told him, I did not re- 
member to have ever feen him before. He was then queftioned for fome time, 
and at length ordered to be beaten with flicks, which was performed by 
two foldiers with fuch feverity, as if they meant to kill him. The foldiers 
were then ordered to fpit in his face, an indignity of great antiquity in the 
eaft ; this, and the cutting off beards, which I fliall have occafion to men- 
tion, brought to my mind the fufferings recorded in the prophetical hifcory 
of our Saviour The clofe of this hideous fcene was an order to cut out 
.the eyes of this unhappy man : the foldiers were dragging him to execution, 
v/hilft he begged witli bitter cries, that he might rather fuffer death : the 
general, wdiofe heart feemed to be made of the fame kind of fluff as his 
.^ord, did not grant this cruel mercy j but the man, being recalled for fur- 
ther enquiry, the execution was fufpendcd for that day. 

Sadoc AG a was then brought before the general. The reader will 
■remember, that this young man was diflinguifhed among the rebels by 
the rank of a general, and had the command of that detachment which 
was fent into mazanderan. He had alfo a principal fharc in taking 
my caravan of cloth, and infulting me by his jefls. Emir khan his 
fatlier was in fuch great favour with the king, that the fon might have 
heen pardoned for his fake j but emir khan, fearing his interpofition 
■might involve himfelf in part of his fon’s difgrace, declared to the shak, 
-that if SADOC AGA had been really his fon, it was not poffible he fliould 
have rebelled'. This young man was taken prifoner in mazanderan, 
and brought before the governor of that province, who bid him “ be pa- 
tient, and confider his condition as a pidture of the world, fometimes to 
ride, and fometimes to carry the faddle,” alluding to a flory of one of 

h lie gave his back to the fmlters, and his cheeks to them that plucked ofF the hair ; he hid not 
his face from flhiine and fpitting.’* 

« This is a common place compliment to oriental tyrants, and has been often proftituted to the dif- 
egrace of humanity. 

their 
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their prophets, whofe horfc died under him. Sadoc aga being feat pri- 
i ner to astrabad, had his beard cutoff, his face was rubbed with dirt, 
ar.d l^is eyes were cut out. He v»as a youth of more than common viva- 
city, and when I faw him laft, was richly dreflcd, well armed, and full 
of mirth. Alas ! the feene was now changed, his garb was mean, and 
h.is eyes deprived of their light;, he drooped his head, and his voice vi'as 
changctl. The general aihed him concerning my goods, and told him he 
mull pay for them; to which he anfwercd, “ All that I know of his 
“ merchandize is, that they w'ere taken by maiiommed hassan, and 
“ by him dillributcd to his people. Would to god that mahommed 
" HASSAN, and his whole ivoufe, had been buried deep in the earth e'rc 
“ 1 had heard of his name. And how can I pay for the goods ? I have 

nothing left but this mean garb which you fee upon my back: indeed 
“ this is fudicient ; you have already deprived me of my fight, and of 
“ what ufc is life to me ?” This he exprefled in pathetic terms, and with 
that emotion which is natural to a daring fpirit, though in the deepeft 
diflrcfs ; but upon his faying thefe words, the general ordered him to be 
llruck a-crofs the mouth to filence him ; which was done with fuch vio- 
lence, that the blood ilTucd forth. 

Sadoc aga being removed, hahdgee myrza mahommed was 
brought, with a collar and log, in the manner already related of the other 
pril'oncrs. I might now have faid, how wise you are ! as he told 
me when I faw him laft ; but there never can be a proper time to infult 
the w’rctchcd. Perhaps, in flridl juftice, I ought not to have put any glofs 
upon this man’s perfidious condudl ; but in mercy, which feemed to be 
mofl wanted there, I was filent, and took my leave abruptly, having my 
heart too full to fuffer this fort of entertainment. 

From thence I went to mahommed hussein khan, to whom I alfo 
made a prefent : this perfon has been already mentioned as father of him 
who was the governor of astrabad at the time of the rebellion. The 
KHAN had been charged with the murder of shah t.®hmas, and pro- 
bably was glad to perpetrate this crime, fearing tliis prince’s reftoration, in 
cafe NADIR had died in his expedition to India : Ais old man was how- 
VoL. I. 'Pp ever 
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ever in the greateft confidence with the king, and honoured with the 
pompous title of, “ the high and mighty minifter of minifters, partner 
" of a kingdom, andneareft to the throne; mahommed iiussein khan, 
“ lord of lords of astrabad.” He received me with great politenefs, 
affuring me in the ftrongefi: terms, that he would not leave the place till 
my bufinefs was done agreeable to the shah’s orders: “ the king,” added 
he, “ has fhewn great favour and kindnefs to gemal beg and you : you 
“ are the king’s guefts, and therefore ought to be mine : and you are now to 
“ confider behbud khan and myfelf as friends. I am charged with a 
“ particular commiffion from the king to fee the rebels punilhed : I muft 
“ do that for which I know I ihall be damned ; fo the king will have it. 
“ I know the people here hate me, and have Ihewn the height of their 

refentment ; but I am amazed they were deaf to the entreaties of na- 
“ seer aga, a man without guile, who could have no intention but to 
“ preferve them. How ftrange it is that a king, whom all the princes of 
“ the earth revere, fiiould not be obeyed by his own people ! what could 
“ thefe rebels be fo mad to think? But whatever they thought, how 
“ could they anfwer plundering you? well ! to-morrow is a day of blood, 

“ and I will make them pay you, though I pull the money out of tlieir 
“ throats,” 

My fituation was not fo unhappy as to induce me to thank him for his 
bloody intentions ; for though thefe unhappy men had been rafh to a de- 
gree of madnefs, and had adted as if they meant to devote themfelves to 
ruin ; yet to oppofe fuch execrable tyranny wanted only more force and 
wifdom to ftamp their adtion with a mark of glory. Nor could I behold 
without horror a man, whom a blind obedience to his prince could in- 
duce to {hake hands with everlafling perdition ; for fo I underftood the 
extraordinary declaration he had made. It is not improbable but the 
great fhare he had in murdering shah TiEHMAs, the lafl of their lawful 
kings, might now come ffefh into his memory, and help to draw from 
him this confefiaon. I told the khan, that I apprehended great part of 
the money which ought to be paid to me, was already recovered ; he ac- 
knowledged that it was, but had been appropriated to the king’s ufe j 

adding. 
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adding, that I fliould foon be paid : upon which I took my leave of 
him. 


I could not help refledting on thefe unhappy men, who fuffered the 
deprivation of their light : although this mull be confelTed a great calami- 
ty, according to the common fenfe of mankind ; yet we find fome in- 
ilances of men whofe internal light has been exalted by it much beyond 
what they might have othervvife enjoyed. The Persians fubmit patient- 
ly to the difpenfation of providence in this inllance : few of them are in- 
llrufl'ed in the arts of contemplative life, and yet they leem to arrive at a 
certain tranquility as it were by cullom and natural difpofition. It is pro- 
bable that blind men are the more lincerely reconciled to the thoughts of 
death, and have fo far an advantage : the darknefs in which they are involv- 
ed, may make them long to break the chains of mortality, and bring 
them to the light of the intelleftual world. The Persians regard blind 
men as dead, apprehending no mifehief from them j for when they are 
incapable of ading in perfon, they thmk their counfel cannot be of great 
confequcnce. 


I had now a favourable opportunity of enquiring into the more fecret 
caufes of this rebellion, befides the obvious motives of robbing the king s 
treafure, and my caravan j and allb in what manner they conduced them- 
felves after I left them. Fatey ali khan, the father of mahommed 
II ASS AN I have obferved, had fome years before been put to death by 
NADIR, as I lhall more particularly relate in the hillory of this great 
ufurper. This created a llrong jealoufy in mahommed hassan, 
that the late governor of astraead ^ meant to dellroy him allb ; for he 
knew the governor was entirely in the king's interell j and this increafed 
his fear. Sadoc aga, and mahommed khan beg, who were but a 
remove from boys, pleafed with the hopes of a little plunder, and puffed 
up with military pride, fell into the fame opinion j befides tliis, mahom 
MED HASSAN had been in correfpondence with the pretender rade, 
whom the turks efpoufed, and in whofe behalf he had lately appeare in 


< Hombr. MILTON, Lire*., Rod Others. * The rebel-chief. 
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arms in shirvan, at the head of a body of 15,000 Persians and lesgees, 
and cut out great work for the king’s forces. Thofe rebel-troops liad been en- 
tirely defeated fome months before, whic^,, had there been the leaf!: wifdom 
among the confpiraLors at astrabad, mill: have prevented mahommeu 
HA ssAN BEG, and his followers, from appearing in arms. V/cak and un- 
experienced as this young man was, to engage in fo daring an enterprize, 
he flattered himfclf into a belief that what he wdlied would happen, though 
he did not difeern by what means : he knew indeed that tlic king had no forces 
in MAZANDERAN nor GiilLAN, and but a fmall body in tlie parts of kho- 
RASAN near astrabad. Thus circumflanced he bribed into his alliance 
1000 TURKUMANS, all cavalry j and between force and perfualion, he in- 
duced 2000 people of the province, and the adjacent mountains, who were 
moftly infantry, to fl:are in his fortune. The people of this province are 
called KH AjARs, and are fome of the remains of the antient bactri ans'’, 
fo much dirtinguifhed for their treachery, as well as courage, by antient 
hiflorians : they were not many yeai's ago eight or ten thoufand in num- 
ber j they have often plundered great towns, and feveral times rcpulfcd the 
forces of the former kings, enriching themfelves by fpoil. 

When the governor and naseer aga fled the evening before the re- 
bels took the city, they went feveral days journey into khorasan, where 
they found be h bud khan with the command of 1500 of the king’s 
heft cavalry j but it was not till naseer aga challenged the courage and 
loyalty of this khan, that he confented to march againfl. a force, which 
he apprehended would be much fuperior to his own : and indeed a lingu- 
lar providence inteiwened, or this body of troops had met an entire defeat. 
When the armies were near each other, cne of the kh ajar officers who 
had been forced into the rebel-army, went fecretly to behbud khan, 
and told him, if he would give quarter to him and his company, he 
would bring them all over to the king’s party. This being accordingly 
promifed, the officer fecretly reprefented to his men the impoffibilty of 
fupporting themfelves, magnifying the number of the king’s troops, which 


* Some include khorasan, and other parts of independent tartary, in the antient bactria, 
hut it probably included the province of astrabap. 


he 
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lie pretended were nierelnng upon their rear, as well as front. The two 
armies come to an engagement a few days journey to the caftward 

of A.si :i \CADj at the fiiit onlet the rebels killed 50 men of the king’s 
troops, and made the whole body give w'ay ; this advantage hov/ever was 
not folio A ed, the rebels being moftly infantry: the kuajar officer above 
mentioned, and his company, turning the muflels of their mufq^uets down, 
now rode over to the king’s troops : this gave fuch a ffiock to the kha- 
JARS, not knowing whom to truft, that they gave wAy in their turn: 
the TURKOMANS, who hitherto were only fpedalors, and perhaps never 
intended to ad, exxept to plunder the camp of the vanquiffied, left the 
the field. The purfiiit and flaughter of the rebels enfued, and many of 
them fell. Mahommed hassan beg, with about one hundred kha- 
jARs only, and almoH; every Turkoman, got fafe into the deferts, 
wliere poverty, and want of w'ater, fecured them from a purfuitj but made 
their condition amongft thofe barbarians hardly to be preferred to death. 
Belides thefe, about one hundred fled to shiras, to join the rebels there, . 
and near the fame number went to babylonj but the basha of that 
place put collars of w'ood about their necks, and fent them to nadir’s 
camp mounted on afl'es. The king thanked the bash a j but defired their - 
arms and horfes might alfo be reftored. 

Nadir’s forces marched immediately to astrabad, where they 
brought the news of their own vidtory, and fecuring both the gates of the 
city, hemmed in feverah of the principal perfons concerned in the rebellion, 
amongft whom was the governor baba sadoc. The great humanity and 
regard which I experienced from this man, gave me the greater fenfibility 
of his misfortune, when I heard that his eyes were cut out j and after fome 
days of pain, he was beheaded, and quartered, and the parts of his body, 
expofed in different places in the city. 


CHAP. 



CHAP. XLV. 

^ths wanneT executing maleJaEiors in Persia. ^The ch&Ta^er and nutn- 
.her of the turkumans. Tloe author follicits a reprieve for hahdgee 
.MYRZA MAHOMMED. He is offered payment of his lofs in 'women Jlaves, 
Superfluous apprehenfons of the Persians. 

O N the 1 8th of May I received, infingle pieces and cuts of cloth, to 
the amount of 1600 crowns, which the general had ordered to be 
delivered. There-was a much greater value in cloth found in the city, 
but the general thought proper to convert it to his own ufe j which, the 
.better to conceal, and at the &me time to encreafe his emoluments, he de- 
fired 50 <^A2 e more, which I delivered. 

In the evening eight Turkoman tartars were taken in the road 
near the city, and brought prifoners j upon which the general expreffed 
•great fatisfadion, obferving that there was yet many niches in his pyramid 
unfilled j one of the two pyramids being called his, the other was in the 
'jiame of MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN. The condemnation of amaleiac- 
lior in PERSIA is conducted with veiQr little ceremony, nor is die execution 

attended 
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attended with any pomp. He is ufually carried to a field,' or open place 
near the refidence of the military judge 5 and the executioner caufing him 
to kneel, die delinquent pronounces his creed : “ There is but one god, 
“ MAHOMMED is lus prophet, and ah is his friend,” and then his head 
is taken off with the motion of a fabre in a thrufting cut, which in draw- 
ing back compleats the operation. 

I now went to vifit my good friend naseer aca, who had received 
a donative of honour from the king, for the fervice he had done in the 
rebellion. This old man expreffed a high fatisfadtion in feeing me again, 
after the great dangers we had both been in : he complained heavily of 
the Ioffes he had fuftained, which, though true in part, I confidered as po- 
litical, in regard to the refentment he had brought on himfelf, for his af- 
fiduity in the king’s fervice. He declined talking of the rebellion, faying 
in general terms, “ God would not permit that the rebels fhould fucceed 
** againft the king.” 

The rpth, I went to mahommed hussein khan, w'hogave me freih 
affurances of difpatch ; and that a coniiderablc payment fliould be made 
in a day or two. Whilft I was there, one of the Turkoman chiefs, 
fuppofed to be in fiicndfiup with the king, came to pay homage to the 
KHAN, and mentioning fevcral circumftances in relation to his country- 
men, obferved that they were retired towards balkhan : upon which the 
KHAN, in an imperious and contemptuous ftile, delivered himfelf in thefe 
terms : “ I will burn and deftroy all the corn you have on the frontiers 
“ of PERSIA, and try if you will give me battle. I know that you are all 
“ liars and villains, but a remove from beafts : honour and religion you 
“have. none. Your cloathing is filthy, and full of vermin; fhake your 
“ caps, and they even cover the ground : your very eye-brows are not 
“ free. You have no better food than mare’s milk ; but if you have grafs 
“ to cut into it, you devour it greedily. As to your wealtli, if a man has 
“ two camels, and as many horfes, he thinks himfelf immenfely rich.” 
The TURKUMAN heard him without the leaf!: emotion, and indeed what 
the KHAN had faid was in great meafure true; except that they profefs 
the mahommedan religion, and that they cat mtitton and horfe-flefh, as 

weU 
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well grafs and mare’s milk. They have only a fmall trail of arable land near 
ASTRABAD, which they cannot enjoy without the friendfliip of the Per- 
sians i but the laft are generally the moft afraid. They reckon 2500 families 
of the TURKUMANs on the eaft coaft of the Caspian, near this fron- 
tier : in each family are about feven perfons, of which two are fuppofed 
to be fighting men. Towards kihieva they are more numerous : in thofe 
places where the country will admit of their being purfued, they are kept 
in awe. 

Naseer AG a now informed me by letter, of the arrival of captain 
WOODROOFE in ASTRABAD-road, and as tlie Turkomans and ogurt- 
JOYS were in arms againftthe Persians, and poffefTed of a large number 
of boats, he thought it unfafe for our ifhip to lay in the road. I anfw^ered 
his letter, and thanked him for his advice j telling him, we did not fear 
thofe barbarians j and though they Ihould come in number like a fwarni 
of bees, if it pleafed god, they would meet their deftrudlion from our 
great guns. This was proper language to talk where the Turkomans 
had their fpies j and was it not for the terror of our four 4 diree pounders, 
the fum of money, which I was preparing to fend on board, might have 
induced them to attack our fliip at anchor. We had fired upon their 
boats on feveral occafions, to intimidate them j for as fome of thefe boats 
had twelve or fifteen hands all armed, we fliould have found it difficult to 
defend the ffiip: however we had provided clofe quarters and powder- chefts, 
fo that they could not have taken us without an encounter, to which they 
were entire ftrangers. 

The 21ft;, Haiidgee myrza mahommed delivered the greatefi; part 
of my baggage, of which he had been fo extremely careful as to conceal 
it in a well, fo that it received fome damage : he alfo paid fuch part of the 
fmaii fum he owed me, as he faid was in his power. Noticing was more 
evident tlian the game he intended to play : if the rebellion had fucceeded, 
he would have robbed me of my baggage, and other things, to the value 
of near a thoufand crowns : but he was now reduced to his laft ftake, 
and depended on the clemency of the tv/o k'hans for his life, and I re- 
folved to try my interefi: in his favour. In the morning I went to them 

when 



Chap.XLV. OF THE TUPJvUMAN TARTARS. 307 

v/heii they were both together, having juft condemned, and ordered to 
execution, twenty-one perfons belonging to koordiemalla. I acquaint- 
ed them that the hahdgee had delivered my baggage, and I hoped 
would receive the king’s mercy. Mah ommed husse in khan faid to me, 
“ Have you a delire that he Ihould be faved ? ” I anfwered in the affiima- 
tive, ** and that I Ihould look on his mercy to the hahdgee as a particular 
“mark of his favour done to me j” to which he replied; “For your 
“ fake then he lhall be faved. His majefty has Ihewn you great honour, 
“ it is my bufinefs to do the fame,” with many hyperbolical profeftions 
of regard. I returned him my thanks, with alTurance of the high lenfe I 
had of his favour and protedlion. The hahdgee being then fent for, 
the KHAN, pointing to me, faid, “for his fake I pardon youj” and 
im mediately his collar and log were cut off ; for’ the nails were driven fo 
hard that the parts could not be otherwife feparated. The hahdgee, 
from his knowledge of agriculture, and great experience in the manage- 
ment of his diftrid, was a very ufeful man, elpecially as the province was 
now almoft unpeopled; and it is highly probable the khan was glad for this 
reafon to favc him. 

I then acquainted the khan of the fears which naseer aga had expref- 
fed in his letter concerning the ogurtjoy and Turkoman pirates, and of 
the anfwer I had made : he approved of it, and delired me to confider hia 
houfc as my own, and the general and himfelf as brothers. I took my 
leave, and he immediately fent me eight live ftieep, and four lambs, as 
provifion for rny family. 

The hahdgee foon came to vilit me, and after making his compli- 
ments, before he could feel himfelf clear of his fliackles, began to talk 
rebeiiioLilly in this manner : “ They have now given me my life, what 
“ muft I do with it ? They have taken away the greateft part of' my 
“ eftatc, my fons are run from me for fear, and I am left deftitute. Shall 
“ I fly into ghilan ? what fliall I do ?” As I had no inclination for his 
further acciuaintance, I did not enter into the nature of his circuraftances, of 
which he was himfelf the beft judge. 


VoL. I. 
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The 22d, Two couriers arrived from the camp, with orders to the 
king’s generals here, and in the neighbourhood, to prepare for balk- 
HAN : this expedition was generally thought inipradticable j feveral armies 
in paft ages having perifhed in thofe deferts for want of water, -and the 
PERSIANS fay, that only Tamerlane, the great conqueror of the eaft, 
ever palled it fuccefsfully. 

The 23d, I received 3000 crowns, having already recovered about tlie 
fame fum in cloth and baggage. In a vifit I made behbud khan, he 
demanded, for the fecond time, if I would take part of my payment in the 
women who were to be fold as flaves. I imagined when he made this 
propofal before, that he jelled, nor could I ever underlland how their re- 
ligion would admit of tiieir women being fold to chrillians ; but the diC- 
tradtion of the times feemed to have dcftroyed all dillindtions : I excufed 
myfelf, by faying the only merchandize I fought was raw lilk. Being in- 
formed that my age was 32, he exprelTed great allonilhment at my hoaiy 
locks, till I informed him it was a wig, which he took for my own hair. 

The 24th, The city was alarmed, with news of the return of the tur- 
KUMANS, who had carried off a great quantity of corn ; upon which a 
diljiofition was made for cutting off their retreat. Mahommed hussein 
KHAN and the general dilfered extremely in their tempers and difpolitions j 
the former was the moll cruel, as well as avaricious. There were yet 
two hundred perfons in prifon, of whom many were not guilty : the ge- 
neral bluntly told the khan, “ the shah has given you the power, ufe it 
“ as you pleafe ; but I will not be concerned in Hiving the guilty, nor in 
“ condemning the innocent.” A colonel in the army, who had been in 
favour with the shah, and now was unjullly imprifoned by the khan, 
found means to acquaint the shah with thefe illegal proceedings j the 
KHAN, having difeovered this correfpondency, raved like a madman : at 
night 200 men were fent to cut down the Turkomans corn, and to 
burn what they could not bring away. 


CHAP. 
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John ELTON ordered upon an expedition againji the turkumans who in- 
vade PERSIA. Ferjidy and venality of the Persians. 

T he 26th of May, 1744. appeared a ftrange phjEnomenon, as the 
PERSIANS idly imagined. Afmoke arofe from the top of a lofty 
tree, no fire, nor any other objed having been vifibly conveyed there. 
The moft fuperftitious intimated, that the shah was certainly dead j the 
tree being an image of his greatnels, and the fmoak of his breath, which 
was now departing from him. This alarm, however ridiculous, was dan- 
gerous with regard to my fafety, well as the recovery I folicited ; but it 
did not laft long, for one who had the happinefs to enjoy more com- 
mon fenfe than the generality, difeovered that it was an old bird s neft, 
which having been much moiftened with ram, tlie fun drew an exhala- 
tion from it. News was now brought, that the shah had ordered Mr. 
ELTON to take charge of all the Ihips which were to go with provifions 
to BALKHAN, confeffing that his own people had no knowledge of fea- 
affairs, and declaring in flattering terms, that he knew gemal beg ‘ ferv- 

* Tbe name now given to Mr. eltoij* 
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ed liim out of love aiid regard, and not out of fear or avarice. The shah 
however difeovering there was danger of lofing his forces in this expedi- 
tion, fent FM12. KHAN on an cmbaiTy to the Turkomans, to invite 
them to a fubmiffion. One of the turkuman chiefs at the fame time 
wrote to the shah, reprefenting the impoiiibiiity of his building a fort at 
EALicHAN, unlefs he meant to deilroy all the forces he fent there, or all 
the TURKOMANS, intimating their determined refolution not to fubmit. 

The number of men who had been cut off, having made women very 
cheap, and the diflradlion of the times, as 1 have obferved, preventing the 
difiindlionof Christian and mahommedan, I could not reftrain my Ar- 
menian fervants : in pall times fuch commerce in Persia would have been 
attended with fatal confequences. A woman of no mean quality and beauty 
came to my houfe, imploring protedlion j I knew not by what authority I 
could malce my houfe an afylum, otlierwife than to permit her to remain 
with me, if Ihe was not required to be delivered up; befides as things 
were circumflanced, I could not engage to guard her honour from any one, 
except my felfj however, I gave a fhidt charge concerning her, that no 
law of hofpitality might be violated, though the lady fliould be indifferent 
upon this article. 

Continual demands being made on me for prefents of the fragments of 
cloth which had been delivered to me, I found no other expedient to pre- 
ferve them, than to pack them up, and fend them on board captain 
woouroofe’s fliip. The 28th, the two khans were in great debate, 
in confequence of which fifteen mullahs were fet at liberty, and the 
wives and concubines of the khajars, who had neither youth nor 
beauty to induce thefe chiefs to keep them for themfelves, were fent into 
khorasan. The 29th, the foragers came galloping into the city, with 
notice that the turkumaks had defeated an advanced guard of 150 
men, and were marching towards the city. The general behbud khan, 
with equal giddinefs and intrepidity, mounted his horfe, and' rode out of 
the, city, as if he meant to repulfe them with his own hands; his foldiers 
followed in a confufed and precipitate manner : and now I learnt that 
their force, which they had reprefented as 3000, by the detachments they 

had 
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had made, was reduced to Soo fighting men: the enemy foon retired, , 
and the general and his troops returned. The next day both the khans, 
with all tlacir forces, went to the banks of the korgan, two leagues 
north-eaH; of tlie city, where they had a parley with the turkumans, 
intending to prevent any further hoftilities, till they fliould know the ifliie 
of the embafiy. 

The impatience which I exprefled for the recovery of the money I was 
entitled to, produced a difeovery that mahommed hussein khan had 
flattered the general into a confent of appropriating the further fums which 
had been colledted to the ufe of the shah’s general at harar-jerib 
indeed the exigencies of the ftate greatly exceeded all the poflible collec- - 
tions which could be made. The 3d of June I found my health began 
to decline for want of exercife. My fituation was veiy difagreeable, for 
it was dangerous to go abroad even in the city, except when I vifited the 
khans: I complained to naseer aga of the trifling payments which 
had been hitherto made me j obferving that the khans had indeed aflured 
me I Ihould be paid foon : Sir, faid he, I will tell you a ftory j “A cer- 
" tain man demanded of his debtor the fum due to him j the debtor alTur- 
“ cd him, that the next day the money Ihould be paid. On the morrow 
“ the man returned j but, to his great furprize, was informed that the 
“ debtor was gone abroad ; however he went after him, and finding him 
feated in a crofs-way, began to expoftulate, and remind him of his pro- 
mife. The debtor then fpoke in thefe terms : Sir, it is my full inten- 
“ tion to pa;^ you ; and I am feated here for that very purpofe ; for a large 
“ flock of {heep will pafs by here to-day j fome of their wool will cer- 
“ tainly remain on thefe bullies, I will pick it up, and carry it home to 
my wife, who will drefs and prepare it j when that is done, I will make 
“ it into carpets, and as foon as I can fell them, I will difehage my debt.” 
I was extremely pleafed with the , old man’s humour ; but this ftory was 
too eafy to underftand, to afford me any other fatisfadtion. I had already 
made confiderable prefents, and purpofed to make more as foon as I ap- 
prehended they could produce any effeft j but as yet it appeared to be in 
^ vain. 


Mahom- 
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Mahommed HUSSEIN KHAN was bu/y in the moft iniquitous proceed- 
ceedings, endeavouring to fuborn falfe witnefles to condemn the colonel, 
who, in confequence of the letter he had written to the shak, was now 
going to the camp. Two of the elders of koordiemalla, whofe lives 
mahommed HUSSEIN KHAN had faved for the prefents they had made 
him, were now prevailed on to oifer their evidence to the general againlr the 
colonel j and that their teftimony might be heard favourably, they brought 
him prefents. The general ordered their gifts to be received j but faid to 
them, “ You are villains, and enemies to the shah, againft whom, I know, 
“ you have appeared in arms, although you have been acquitted ; how 
“ many murders have you been the immediate occafion of?” They plead- 
ed their innocence ; but confeflcd that nine of their people fell in the 
field of battle, and twenty-one had been executed. Their evidence being 
rejedted, they were difmified. 


CHAP. XLVII. 

Moral rejkSlions. The author rcfufes to comply 'with the demands of ma- 
hommed HUSSEIN KHAN. He accompanics a caravan 'with money. Trea^ 
chery of the rebels. Nature of the Persian ink, paper, and feals. 

T hus were thefe infatuated people feeking to deftroy each other : 

thofe bad principles which conftituted them the inftruments of 
tyranny, prefled them under the weight of their own iniquities. The hif- 
tory of the world will hardly furnilh an inftance of a nation plunged into 
fuch miferies as thefe, 'till their crimes had ripened them for vengeance. 
Persia, once the miftrefs of the eaftern world, the center of oriental 
learning, arts, and politenels, the leat of many hei'oes and kings recorded 
in the moft antient and facred ftoryj and but as yefterday confirmed in 
her conqueft, and antient boundaries, and enriched with the fpoils of In- 
dia, how low is Ihe now fallen ! into what diftrefs is fhe not involved ! But 
providence feems ftill to preferve the monarchy, as if it were yet deftined 
ior fome great end. 
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Pcijury againft the life of an innocent perfon, feeni'S to be one of the 
grcateft impieties j for befide the crime of murder, under the fanfliion of 
law i it wounds all law, human and divine, and toots up the foundation of 
foeiety ; but, alas! crimes of this deep dye are not unfrequent in countries, 
where government is fupported on a very different plan j where reafon is 
imj'ioved j where learning flourifhes ; where the purefl: religion is profef- 
fed i and yet where the laws are not fufficient to reftrain ^ fo that exampl e s 
only of moral and religious life can check the growth of immorality. 


The 4th of June I waited on the general, and reprefented to him the 
great inconvcniency I fuffered, by being delayed contrary to the king’s 
intentions, as was plainly expreffed in his decree, to which I referred him. 
I le then told me in very fanguine terms, “ I have orders to leave this 
“ place, and march to attok j but I will not go till you are paid, though 
“ I fell my liorfes, and mules, or borrow money of my foldiers. I have 
“ lent 30,000 crowns to mahommed hussein kh/^n, and he muft engage 
“ ills credit alfo to fee you paid.” The next day I w''ent to mahommed 
luissinN KHAN, to importune him for my money, and found him in com- 
pany with the general j the latter entreated me to give a receipt for it, and in 
r.Vi.M .\»AnoMMF.D HUSSEIN KHAN defircd me to take his obligation, pay- 
able in twelve or fifteen days j fwearing by the king’s head”, that he would 
not fiiil me j alledging that the money which fhould have been paid to me, 
\\ as appropriated to the king’s fervice, and therefore I muft be obliged to 
firne days longer. “ I cannot go from hence,” faid the general, 
“ without the receipt, the king will demand it of me, and if you will not 
“ give it, I will kill men till I get the money.” I anfwereJ, “ I hope no man 
“ will die on my account j but as I prefume. Sir, that you know what 
“ belongs to your duty, give me leave to underftand mine alfo. I cannot 
" an fiver to my own confcience, nor to the merchants my principals, to 
“ give a receipt for the money in queftion, in exchange for any obliga- 
“ tion whatfoever.” So we parted abruptly. 

In the afternoon nast-.er aga made me a vifit, and urged me in the 
warmeft terms to accept of mahommed hussein khan’s obligation j 

a This is the moil Cvered of oaths among the Persians, 
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that it was impoflible the khan fliould mean any thing but to pay me ■ 
and moreover that I was in his power to do with me as he pleased j 
to which I replied : “ I know that all things are in the power of god. 
“ As to the reft, men who profefs trade, muft proceed according to the 
“ rules of trade : it is not regular to give the receipt you defire j the 
“ KHAN may be alTured that I have a due refpedt for him, as I have for 
“ you alfo j but if he was my own fatlier I would aft in the fame man- 
“ ner, and if you, who are his meflenger, were an angel from heaven, 
“ how fliould I be perfuaded that what is evidently wrong, is right ? ” 
The old. man, who I believe thought I was in the right, looked fte^aftly 
at me, and was filent. My interpreter was of opinion, that I did ill to 
refufe, and urged that I might obtain the recovery the fooner, otherwife 
the KHAN, induced by refentment, would probably delay payment the 
longer j but I had no dependence on the honour of any of them j and in- 
deed what confidence can we have in men, whom the thought of damna- 
tion cannot intimidate, and who are every day perpetrating the moft fla- 
gitious wickednefs ? 

- On the 6th, eight men were executed, and fome elders of the town, 
upon their refufal to pay 10,000 crowns which were levied on them, 
'Were imprifoned : at the fame time 8,000 crowns were demanded of the 
adjacent villagers. This being an unlucky day, the general did not depart, 
.as he intended. On the next, the khans finding they could make no 
impreflion on me, feemed to be reconciled to my refufal of giving my 
-receipt in exchange for an obligation. I ever found it the beft way in Per- 
sia, as it generally is in moft other countries, to oppofe with decency and 
refolution meafures which have nothing to fupport therh but military law. 

On the loth, I was vifited by aperfon defeended from one of the Per- 
sian prophets, whofe father had been much honoured by the shah, and 
permitied to fit in his prefence. He had alfo enjoyed a confiderable eftate, 
winch the fon now inherited j but he declared, that it gave him fo great 
-tiouble, and fo little profit, that he had petitioned the shah to take it 
from him. In the evening I vifited mahommed hussein khan, to ac- 
quaint him, that I intended to go to kourdiemalla, and convoy the 

money 
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raoiKy which I had received, on board captain woodroofe, in order to 
lend it to G HI LAN for the purchale of raw filk j but for this purpofe he 
muft give me a cc..-ip,ir!y of at left twenty foldiei'Si to which he confent- 
ed, and at the fame ti/ne, without any.refeive, fpoke to this effedl : " The 
*' s;iAii is at TAvr.is, from whence he has fent me orders to fupply him, 
“ with 3000 head of cattle, to pay you 30,000 crowns, and alfo 50,000 
“ crowns to his general at hazar-jerib ; to whom I am alfo to fend 
“ 200 horfes i all which, except the paynicnl of your money, are things 

IMPOSSIBLE. I am alfo ordered to kill all die perfons concerned in' 
“ the rebellion ; if I do that, I mud: kill all the inhabitants of the pro- 
“ vince j for even the men whom I have made foldiers, and trufted as an 
“ advanced guard againft the Turkomans, have had their (hare in it.” 
He then alked my interpreter if he could read and write persic, and be- 
ing anfwercd in the affirmative, he faid, “ then you underftand the ex- 
“ cellency of our religion beyond your own.” The interpreter anfwered, 
that he had yet found his own moft conformable to truth, as it appeared 
to him. 

On the iith, I went to kourdiemalla under a guard of five horfe 
and ten luot-loklierf, taking with me feven bales of cloth, and nine bags 
of money, with other things to the value of 1 1,000 crowns ; obferving the 
precaution, not to let any body know at wffiat hour I intended to go out of 
the town, till I actually went. I know not, whether it was by accident, 
or defign ; but my guard difappeared, and left us in a thick wood, three 
ENGLISH miles from the, place of embarcationj however, we got fafely 
on board w^ith the money after a day’s journey, extremely fatigued with 
cxceiTivc heat. 

The BALKHAN expedition, for which captain woodroofe ivas wait- 
ing, being yet undetermined: mahommed hussein khan had per- 
mitted me to fend the ffiip to ghilan, on condition that he fhould re- 
turn immediately to ASTRABAD-bay. Havii.g c'n'^nl'-bsd woodroofe, 
I ivcnt on lliore the next day, but could not hear any news of my guard j 
I therefore returned to astrabad widi my own fervants. This day 
MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN publiffied an Order, that all perfons who 
VoL. I. R r • had 
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had fhops, fliould return to them, and follou'' their buhnefs ; otherwife he 
would put them to dcaih, and fet their heads in his pyramid. 

It was remarkable, that although the rebels of hazar-jerib had, 
after their (VbmiUlon, treacherouQy killed the king’s general, and about 
feventy of his men ; yet they were not chaflifed with half tlie feverity as 
the inhabitants of astrabadj which I imputed to the little mercy of 
MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN. He now defired, that I would fend one 
of my people to be always prefent to receive money as it came in, alledg- 
ing, that if any urgent demand was made on him from other quarters, he 
mull be obliged to comply with it : at the fame time he reproached his 
fon the governor, that neither money nor provender for the king’s ufe was 
brought in fall enough. 

Captain woodroofe, who awed the pirates whilft he lay in astra- 
BAU road, no fooner left it on the 13th, but feveral armed boats of the 
OGURTJOYS went on Ihore at kolebawd, killed feveral men, and car- 
ried off their women and horfes. On the 19th, being heartily tired of 
waiting, I went to the khan, to inform him that I would not Hay in the 
city above fifteen days longer j in which time if he did not pay me the 
money, I Ihould be obliged to make further applications to the king. He 
allured me, that in lefs than ten days it fhould be ready : adding, that 
EMIR KHAN was returning from turkumania with fome of the rebel- 
chiefs, who w'ere going to the camp to make their fubmilfions j on the 
alTurance that the king would do them no harm, and "that all was going 
well. 

The 22d, I received a letter from ah kouli khan ', the king’s ne- 
phew, and governor of mesched, in anfwer to one I wrote to him, with 
regard to the payment for the pillols, and other curiofities, which Mr. ei;.- 
TON had provided for him by exprefs commiffion. But without any fenfe 
or HONOUR or gratitude, this mighty prince objedted to the 
things : allcdging, that they were too good for him, and returned them 
on Mr. elton’s hands, though they were utterly unvendable. The foot- 

** A diHnfl in the neighboniing mountains, ^ * The fame who was afterwards king. 

courier^ 
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courier, whom I font to mesched, poor and defpicable as he was, did 
not efcape without being robbed. This letter gave me an occafion of 
■obfervijig the nature of their writing and paper. 

The PERSIANS make their paper of cotton and filk-rags, and after it 
is manufaftured they fet • a glofs upon it with a fmooth ftone or ihell ; it 
is tlierefore foft and fmooth, and as it is very liable to be torn or broken, 
they always roll it up. Their letters of correfpondence are wrote on fmall 
flips of paper, generally in few words, and with great exaftnefs j no in- 
terlineations or blots being ever fuifered to appear j they are then made up 
in a roll, about fix inches long, and a bit of paper is faftened round it 
with gum, and fealed with an impreflion of ink, which refembles our 
printers ink, but not fo thick. It is compofed of a mixture of galls, burnt 
rice, and gums, and anfwers the double purpofe of ink and wax ; as it 
ferves not only for writing, but for fubfcribing with their feal j indeed 
many of the Persians in high offices could not write. Their charadters are 
rather drawn than written : they ufe pens made of reeds brought from the 
fouthern parts of Persia. In their rings they wear agats, which general- 
ly fervc for a feal, on which is frequently engraved their name, and fome 
verfe from the khora'n. 


CHAP, XLVIII. 

PERSIAN pride vsith regard fo rank. News concerning the English fleet. 
7 he author leaves astrabad, and is in danger from the ogurtjoy- 
pirates. Mr. elton embarks at meschedezar. Manner of Persian 
funerals. “The melancholy circumfiances of the Europeans in ghilan. 
Intrigues of the Russian conful. 

T he 23d, saru khan, a general and relation of the king, arrived 
in ASTRABAD witli a body of forces intended for balkhanj I 
went to pay my compliments to him in the palace where he had taken up 
his quarters ; my vifit was very fhort, for I obferved that he had neither 
fenfe nor breeding, comparable to mahommed hussein khan, who was 
much diftinguilhed for both. 
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The next day in a vifit I made this khan, his fon the governor arofc 
haftily from his feat, and retired : I foon underftood from my intei-pretcr, 
that I had ignorantly affronted him, by going higher up the room than 
he was feated, though I was on the oppolite fide. I could hardly avoid 
laughing ac fo ridiculous a ceremony, efpecially as I was his gueftj but 
whether it was at his option, his father being prefent, to go as high up the 
room as he pleafed, it feemed as little confiftent v/ith my owia health as 
common regard to my own dignity, to fit near the door. The Persians 
treat their fuperiors in rank in the mofi: awful manner, hardly having any 
voice, or opinion, or thinking themfelves obliged while in their pre- 
fence, to adls of civility, even in their own houfes. This is one fpeci- 
men of the genuine growth of arbitrary power, and a defpotic in- 
vafion of the common sense, as well as the common liberty of 
mankind, to which the more a foreigner fubmits, the meaner the Per- 
sians will think of him. 

The 27th, Mahommed hussein khan gave diredions for the exe- 
cution of one HAHDGEE MAHOMMED^, alfo an elder of koordie- 
MALLA, and ordered his body to be thrown into the river korgan. 
This being a perfon of diftindfion, who had many women ; they went 
about the woods near the river, beating their breafts in dreadful lamenta- 
tions, curfing the author of his death, and calling for divine vengeance 
on the head of mahommed hussein khan, nor did they fpare naseer 
•AGA. 

This day captain woodroofe arrived in 36 hours from langarood, 
though he had been ten days in his voyage thither. He brought us news, 
that the ENGLISH fleet in the mediterranean had obtained a com- 
plete VICTORY near toulon over the united fquadrons of France and 
SPAIN.* Alas! I muft flifle the exprefiion of what 1 then feltj for to 

the INDELIBLE REPROACH of the NAME of ENGLISH CONDUCT AND 

BRAVERY, it was but little more than a dream j and only exhibited a fad 
inftance of a very capital miftake in not diftinguifliing the genius and tem- 


_■* Not MYR2A MAHOMMED who had been pardoned. 
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per of men, to whom a command is given : and that pride and malice 
may exijft in other breafts, befides thofe of Persians, to make a fport 
ot national honour and jiiftice. Nothing created more amazement abroad 
than the condiid of that affair, except the nature of the punifhment for 
the offence. 

Though the intended expedition to balkhan remained in fufpence j 
the king having ordered Mr. elton to take the command of all the fhips 5 
he was obliged to come to meschedezar, where he fell dangeroufly ill. 

I was very much out of order myfelf but, on receipt of an exprefs from • 
him, intreating me, in the ftrongeft terms, to come to him immediately, , 
I refolvcd to wait no longer in astrabad. 

The 29th, I took my leave of tlie governor mahommed zamom 
BEG, who, I fuppofe, was wife enough to forget the innocent offence I had 
occafioncd. His father, mahommed hussein khan, was already de^ 
parted for mazanderan. The next day I fet out from astrabad, . 
taking with me above 5000 crowns more in money, and left mat- 
THEUSE, my old Armenian clerk, and two fervants, to importune for’ 
tlic remainder due on the shah’s decree. As I was in too tveak a fcate 
of health myfolf to attend the money, and the country being now more 
quiet, I font my interpreter, a fervant, and five foldiers with it, and fol- 
lowed with one foldier and a fervant. In the evening I got up with them^ 
aqd oini>arked fifely with the money. July the ill:, The wdnd being 
v/ortevly we were detained j and the 2d, as it ffill continued in the fame 
quaiter, we kept at anchor. Seven of the ogurtjoy pirate-boats ap- 
peared in fight, having ten or twelve hands on board each boat, armed 

itli fpears, fibres, bows and arrows, and fome fire-locks. Our force 
did not exceed thirteen menj however we were well prepared with arms 
-.md ammunition, and put ourfelves in the bell condition we could, exped:- 
iiig very little quarter if they had been hardy enough to boaid us: being 
ir. tlie disagreeable circumftance of having no wind, we were obliged to 
put a fpring on our cable, in order to bring our guns to bear on them. . 

On the 3d, the boats appeared again, bearing down upon us from the 
call: to the fouth-weft point of the harbour, where they were wont to land, 

and 



320 THE AUTHOR RETURNS Part II. 

■and pillage ; but a breeze of wind happily fpringing up we weighed, and 
bore down upon them ; they then made all the efforts they could with 
their fails and oars to get into fhallow water out of our reach ; but we 
'came up with them very faff. I knew they were villains, and com- 
mon enemies to mankind ^ but the remembrance of my written obligation 
in RUSSIA, not to interfere in any thing military, and a tendernefs of fpil- 
ling the blood of men untried and uncondemned, reffrained me from any 
thing more than permitting our gunner to fend two fliots after them, to 
increafe their terror of our great guns. The eagernefs of our English 
feamen would hardly fubmit to the reffraint, nor did we ceafe from the 
purfuit without fome expreflions of impatience from them, which would 
have been deemed mutiny in a king’s fliip. 

On the 4th, the wind was at weft, with light breezes, and a ffrong cur- 
rent fetting in. The next day we were extremely incommoded by the 
heat of the fun : the 6th, we reached far abac, and the next day came 
to anchor. On the 9th, we weighed and anchored again in meschedezar 
road, faluting mahommed khan and Mr. elton, with three guns : 
and the khan, from a battery which he had built, returned the compli- 
ment with the fame number. I obferved the currents on this coaft fet to 
the eaftward. On the i oth I went on fliore, and had the mortification to 
fin d Mr. ELTON ill a very low ftate of health. 

On the nth, Mr. elton came on board with thirty poor wretches, 
who were to be employed in ghilan as carpenters in the king’s new 
ftiip-yard. In this road we found a Persian and three Russian vefiTels ; 
a corporal came from on board one of the latter, and complained heavily 
of their detention for the unce tain voyage of balkhan, and not lefs of 
their ignorance of the eaffern coaft, and the fickly condition of their crews j 
Mr. EL,T0N told him their ffiips -vuould probably be foon relieved one way 
or other, and tha't he would ferve them in any thing in his power. 

For ten days we were mortified with contrary winds: in the inte- 
rim one of the Persian Carpenters expired j his friends were very foli- 
4:itous to lay his face towards the eaft, which were now leaving in our 

ftern. 
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ftorn, the wind coming fair: the Persians could hardly be prevailed on 
to touch the dead body, it being deemed a pollution, neither would they 
for a long time confent he fliould be thrown over-board, and lead: of all 
that any weight fliould be fixed to his body to fink him 5 fo that he float- 
ed on d*c furfacc. TJie Persians are generally interred the evening of 
the day in which they die, and waflied before they are put into the grounds 
For this purpofe there are refervoirsi but the pooreft fort are commonly 
carried to the nearefl: pond. Before the interment the bodies are ufually 
wound up in a cotton cloth, on which are ftampt fevcral parts of the 
K HORAN. Some of the relations attend the funeral, as likewife the muj.- 
LAII, or MULLAHS, according to the quality of the deceafed, finging fome- 
part of the khoran. 

The a 3d, We came on fliore to langarood, where I found that the ' 
king had at length determined to fubmit to the remonftranccs of his cap- 
tains, and decline the expedition to balkhanj ordering the provifions 
which he had amafled for that purpofe to be fent to derbend. The 
channel vvhich runs 6 English miles from the fea to langarood, is 
bordered w ith reeds and marlhy lands, which flunk to a degree that cre- 
ated great faintnefs j and the more fo, as we were already fick, every one 
appearing to the other on the verge of eternity, though perhaps no man 
thought lo of himlelf. W^e found all our friends at langarood and 
RESHD in the fame circumftanccs, this fummer having been extremely un- 
wholfome : but it pleafed god that we all furvived it- 

The fliip which Mr. elton was building for the king, had now 
the appearance of being foon finiflied j but the difficulty was how to 
launch, or get her into the fea : Ihc was on the fide of a creek, hardly 
broader than the flxip was long 5 fhc could not draw lefs than fix feet, and 
in many places down the creek there was but four feet water ; therefore 
they propofed to make a dam, and raife the water to affifl her in going 
eff, her lower works only being finiflied. The north- v^ind would thus 
raife the water confiderably, though not without ovei flowing the adjacent 
niarflies. Mr. elton was alfo alarmed with the fear of Russian pirates, 

whom he apprehended would attempt to burn his fhip: he therefoie 

made 
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made a liooai crofs the channel, and fet a guard at it, prop; Jin j to build 
a flage on the morafs, and fet a piece of cannon on it. Thcfe pirates had 
robbed feveral PEi;siAN boats near bai>:uj they had 30 nicn on board, 
and feme fvvivil guns ; and it was pretended, that feveral other bo-its had 
been brought off from the volga and yaeik, the crews of which were of 
the fame fraternity. 

The 2d of Auguft, I left langarood, and arrived next day at 
RESHD, w'here the Russian conful bakoonin infilled there was a plague 
at casiian, and confequently that no manufadured goods of that country 
iliould be expoitod for Russia. By the intercourfe which the Persians 
had with that city, it could not be knowm that any ficknefs prevailed 
more than ufual in the fruit feafen. I concluded from hence, that the 
conful fought an expedient to give the better colour to his advices to the 
governor of astr.vchan, to impofe a fevere quarantain, tvith a view to 
prevent the English veflcls from returning again to Persia. I found 
alfo, by the contcll there had been between the minifters of the court of 
great BRITAIN and RUSSIA, with relation to Mr. elton’s engagement 
with NADIR SHAH, that our trade was in no fmall difgrace in Russia ; 
and it looked probable that captain woodroofe w'ould not be permitted to 
return to Persia with his fliip. 

Our voyage from astrabad had taken up almoft the whole month of 
July ; and confequendy it might be prefumed that a great progrefs had 
been made in the recovery of the ballance due at astrabad : therefore, 
inftead of returning immediately to astrachan under thefe apprehen- 
•fions, which proved to be too well grounded, I determined to fend cap- 
tain WOODROOFE to ASTRABAD for money. I found myfelf extremely 
difordered, as were all the Europeans inRESHD, w'hofe bodies, at diffe- 
rent periods of their diftemper, broke out into different kinds of pimples ; 
Mr. BROWN and Mr. wilder were aiBidled with agues j but that did not 
prevent their politenefs and friendlhip to me. The french miffionaries 
alfo behaved witli great civility. 

On the 1 2th I returned to langarood, where I found Mr. elton 
an the fame bad Rate of health as I left him, with a mind much per- 
plexed 
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plexcd on account of his engagements to the shah, perceiving it would 
coft us no lefs than the ruin of that trade, which he had been fo inftru- 
mental in opening. Though the authority with which I fet out, had 
been greatly diininiflied by the jealoufy and intrigues of fome of the fac- 
tors in St. PETERSBURG j yet 1 fawthe neceffity of being difengaged from 
hlr. ELTON in fuch a light, and was fo delirous of finifliing with him in 
an amicable manner, that I undertook, befi.de his ordinary commiflion, 
to make him an offer of a large fum, chargeable on the effedts in his pof- 
feflion, on condition that he would deliver them to MefiT. brown and 
company, to the end that we might have no further connedtion with him. My 
illnefs ftill continued, and indeed the damp mufty rooms, the croaking of 
frogs, the biting of gnats, with a marfliy peftilential air, and the concern 
I was under to fee the trade involved in fuch infuperable difficulties, were 
enough to have diftempered a mind, as well as body, of a much ftronger 
texture than mine ; but though thefe circumftances were added to my ill- 
nefsj the low manner in which I lived, created fo little food for my dif- 
temper, that I found myfelf in a much better ftate than any of my com- 
panions. 


CHAP. XLIX, 

M?'. ELTON quarrels with the author. Captain woodroofe returns from 

ASTRABAD with 9000 crowHS. ^loc author is kindly received at reshd. 
TZv calamitous fate of Persia. 

T he 16th of Auguft I took my leave of Mr. elton in a friendly 
manner, and went to lahijan for the recovery of my health. 
This place is about 8 miles diflant from langarood : I was lodged 
in a large, airy houfe. Lahijan was conquered by shah abas die 
GREAT ; it was formerly the metropolis of the province, and the feat of 
its king, and is now incomparably the moft healthful place in that part of 
the province of ghilan which is towards the fea : it is lituated on an emi- 
nence, with a free air on every fide, the mountains to the fouthward open- 
ing fb as to caufe a conftant draught of wind, which moderates the heat of 
the fummer, 

VoL. L S f 
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In tlie reign of sha:i siieffif, was not many years after this 

place was aniie?;cJ to tlie crown of ptrsia, the natives revolted, and one 
KARIB, a nerfon bom at i-.vhijan, was eledled king of the province, in 
oppofition to sni-FFin. After a lliort and fruitlefs defence karijb v^as 
taken prifoncr, and carried to casbin, where he differed a %ery remark- 
able death ;-for this sha;:, v/ith his ordinary cuiclty, and ia da ifon of his 
captive, ordered iron Itorfo-fliocs to be nailed to his feet, alledging that as he 
had been ufed to the foft rich foil of ghilan, he could not walk unflaod on 
the harder earth of the country of casbin : after lingering fome days in this 
torture, he was fliot to death with arrows, the shah difeharging the firft, 
and his courtiers following his example. . 

Mr. Elton’s indifpofition of body, and the offence he had taken againfl 
the condudt of his emplo)’^ers in Europe, for their fubmillion to the Rus- 
sian court, though it would have been vain and extravagant to have longer 
with-held that fubmiiiion, now brought on his refentrnent againft me. I 
appeared to him as a deputy for the tivadcrs in general j but as his friend 
alfo, I fpoke my real fenfe of things with regard to tlie common intcrefl. 
The imperious letter which I received from him, dated the day after I 
left him, was a plain indication of his having vindiflive deligns. He ac- 
knowledged to have taken off the mafk with which he had been difguifed, 
making himfelfblaclier than I believe he really was j it was eafy however 
to perceive his intentions were fixed upon the expedient of a quarrel. 
When men defign to a.fL a part which they know to be unwarrantable, it 
is a common trick to pretend that an injury has been done them, to favc 
appearances in doing an injury, I was almoffc tempted to wifli I had adl- 
ed a part foreign to my difpofition, from a tranfient opinion that in our 
commerce with fome men, that condudt is warrantable which, towards 
others of a different danw', deferves little becter than the name of falfe- 
hood 3 but this thought foon recoiled upon me, and coiifii med that fturdy 
fatisfadtion which arifes from an equal and confiflcnt condudl, however 
oppofed to worldly advantages. Ignorance of the world is fometimes the 
happy occ:. !ion of our virtue : it often prevents infincerity at leaft, and fup- 
poits that integrity of foul, which exifts no longer tlian we fpeak the Ian- 
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of the heart. It is true, there arc many iacidce.ts in life, in which 
ibme degree of dilTimuLiUcn foeins to be eflential to the peace and tran- 
quility of it ; and nci'ain j can be more obvious than " if we follow truth 
“ too clofe, ihc wi!! !:kh oiv: t— th out : ” t;;c. <rcr-: die great fecret is, when, 
and in what degree diir'nHdciL''n, if for v/ant of language we may ufe this 
term, is neceflary and ccnfii.\'’-t with the vl.tue of the mind. For want 
of this diilindlion we often io'b d:o revercr.ee doc to truth, even in the firft 
ftages of our lives j and ptiLns in the higr.cd: ile.tions become the moft 
cxquiiite proficients in the aits ofdiilinaiL'.tio:i ; fuch is the wretched (late 
of mankind! Thus I had full leifure to nnoralizc; for el ton was iu- 
fiexible. 


FEUS! A 


I N MDCCXLIV. 


Captain wooddroofe, ^vhom I IiaJ diipatcitcd the 8th inlhint to as- 
TRAJiAD, returned the aift, and 1 had the pleafurc to learn, that lie brought 
with him 9000 crowns, which compleated, including the cloth recovered, 
85 per cent, of the wliole fum demanded. Woodroofe informed me, 
that SARU KHAN With liis forces was incamped on the river korgan, to 
prevent the incurfions of the Turkomans, whom no com padt could hold 
within bounds: I alfo learned, that mattheuse had narrowly cfcaped 
being robbed of the fum juft mentioned, a thief having adlually broke into 
his hou'c in the night, and a whole gang were ready to be let in, if his 
cries had not difconcertcd their meafures ; fo that this recovery was fin- 
gularly providential In all its parts. 

The 27th, the french miffionary, who profeffied phyfic, gave me a 
medicine, which he faid was a fovereign fpecific in fevers j this proved to 
be only the jeluits Lark, but is not familiarly known in Persia, yhcre 
he had lived for fome years : this drug can no where be of greater ufe 
than in the province of ghilan. Medicines among the pERsr\NS are 
moftly compounds of herbs; but the quantity and taftc fuch as would in- 
cline one to think, that they were defigned for horfes, rather than men. 
The moft common diforders with which they are afflided, are thofe in the 
eyes, and the venereal diftemper : the firft is fuiipofcd to be occafioned by 
the heat of the climate, and the cxccfihe ufe of rice. 
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Being now reftored to health, I applied myfelf to buiinefs : but, which 
ever way I turned, Mr. el ton’s engagement to the shah created infupe- 
rable difficulties to ffie eftabiilhment of our trade. Some of the fadors in 
St. PETERSBURG, who had folicited me to accept their authority to adt 
for them, now endeavoured to fupplant me, from an apprehenfion that I 
intended to remain in Persia, and enjoy their imaginary profits: they 
miftook the matter extremely j for I found little more to be expedted in 
PERSIA than the evil effedls of jealoufy and finifter intrigues, except being 
expofed to the greater calamities of civil war, among a people departed from 
almoft every moral virtue. The adventurers in London were perplexed 
with contradidtory advices from their different fadtors j and, for want of pro- 
per information, not knowing whom to truft, aimed at one point, fome 
of the fadtors in Russia at another, and Mr, elton in Persia would re- 
ceive laws from neither of them j fo that my talk of mediator was very 
difficult. 

I faw nothing could be done in Persia by any legal proceeding, and 
that Mr. elton was deaf to my remonftrances, of the folly and injuftice, 
as well as the ill confequences that muft attend his breaking with me : 
to make any fruitlefs compulfive efforts, I concluded would render the 
matter worfe ; I therefore determined that the beft way to avoid being in 
the wrong, was to fhun being too much in the right. Men who mean 
well often fall into this fault; a certain vanity of uprightnefs betrays them 
into an injudicious purfuit of it, by which they do real injuries to the com- 
munity whofe caufe they efpoufe. If their goodnefs of heart is not fup- 
ported by experience or flrength of judgment, they are apt to forget 
there are more ways than one of doing many good adtions; and that it is 
our duty to confider, not only what is beft in its own nature ; but alfo the 
moft pradticable means of performing the good we intend. So long as 
we can maintain our own integrity, we ought to accommodate ourfelves to 
times, and to the circumftances of things : I do not mean that we fhould 
do evil with a view to the good that may come of it, any more than we 
fhould reftrain the good, fo as to produce evil as a natural confequence ; 

but 
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but that we fliould temper a paffionate concern for the caufe of virtue, witli 
a judicious conhdcration of the great end in view. 

The 28th, Having informed Mr. erown of reshd on what terms I 
was with Mr, elton j he fent me a very polite and obliging invitation to 
take up my lodgings in his houfe : this was the more acceptable, as I was 
entirely at a lofs where to accommodate myfelf for the fliort time I pro- 
pofed to (lay in pepsia; for I was now obliged to refign my prefent 
lodgings to MAHOMMED KHAN the admiral. 

The intercfl of this khan was now on the decline at court, he had 
adled a bafe part in regard to Mr. elton, and the king’s maritime affairs. 
Whether hefuffered for this, or any other crime, or only for being lieh, I 
know not; not long after I left Persia, his eyes were cut out; indeed 
alnioft every perfon of diftindlion, with whom I had any intercourfc dur- 
ing my abode in that country, had at different times the fame fate. 

Having no good interpreter with me at lahijan, nor many conve- 
niencles of life, I avoided the vifits of the Persians ; hov/cver the ca- 
lentar attended by two couriers from the camp, came to fee me : the 
king demanded of him 1000 crowns, no other reafon being afligned for it, 
than his having ferved under the late governor, whom the king had caufed 
to be put to death, though he was reputed a veiy juft man ; but it feemed 
as if juftice was incompatible vv’Ith fome of nadir’s maxims of govern- 
ment. 

The I ft of Steptember I leff lahijan, and arrived the next day at 
reshd, where Mr. brown and Mr. wilder, thctv'o English fadtoi^, re- 
ceived me with grc.it politcnefi) and hofpitality. The chief part of the eoiiver- 
fation of that city turned upon the king’s mulds, exadions, and murders. 
I waited on the new governor of reshd, who received me very kindly, and 
allured me that the shah had ordered him to treat tlie i'tjropeans with 
refped: on his being informed what had happened to me in PEpsiA, and 
that curiofity had partly brought me thitlier, he faid, “ Alas ! this is no 
“ time for fuch entertainment in this country.” Hearing that I had a 
connedion with Mr. ELTo^:, he obferved, I fuppofe you have orders and 

“ inten- 
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“ intentions to take all the efFedls telonging to the nicrchant^ out of his 
“ hands,” v/hich I unclci'llood as an intimation of his opinion of el ton’s 
dangerous fituation. Here I enjoj^ed greater fecurity, at leall of my pcrfon, 
than I had for eight monchs before, having been in a continual V/ arhu-e 
but though the fcene was changed, it was not altered much for the better ; 
for I was now engaged in a fevere conteft, in which both my interefl: and 
honour were concerned. 

Mr. ELTON, who had been kind to an extreme, and continually wrote me 
the tendereil letters of friendfliip, was become inexorably deaf to all over- 
tures of accommodation. He had done me injuftice in a double refpedt ; 
firft, by thinking I could be prevailed upon, by the confiderations of 
friendfhip, to fubferibe to things falfe, abfurd, and impradlicablc ; and 
then by fearing I fhould malce ufe of my knowledge of his affairs in an un- 
friendly manner ; whereas no treatment of his ever drew from me a lingle 
word of v/hat he had faid in the confidence of fecrecy, neither before nor 
fince his death. At this time I had the ftronger motives to a referved con- 
dudt, from the confideration that el ton had power to do mifehief, and 
diftrefs the affairs of the merchants j but this referve expofed me after- 
wards to the greater vexation. During the few days I was in reshd, I 
employed myfelf in enquiries concerning the country, and its inhabitants, 
digefting and comparing my own obfervations with thofe of perfons, whole 
experience was much greater. 


CHAP. L. 

^ fieri account of the perfons, genius, ebaradter, and diet of the modern 
PERSIANS. Of their hofpitality, with fomerefe&ions on falfe amufements 
EUROPE. Of the ornamental part of the drefs of Persian 
compared with fame parts of European drefs. 

T he modern Persians are robuft, warlike, and hardy, and are now 
all become fbldiers : were their government once eftablifhed, no nation 
could fooner recover itfelf from fuch miferable circumftances. They have 

money 
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money enough ^ ; their houies are eafily rebuilt, and their land is fertile : 
thefe advantages would bring in foreigners, at leaR tartars and In- 
dians, and with them the coiiveniencies of life, and at length reflorc their 
arts and rnarufidlures. 

They arc naturally inclined to temperance j and with regard to diet, feem 
to be more in a Rate of nature than the Europeans. By way of amufement 
they life opiates, but not near fo much as the turi-cs : they drink coffee in 
fmall quantities with the lees, allb ihcrbet^, and an infulion of cinnamon, 
with fugar. Their Cmplicity of life generally renders their domeftic cxpence 
eafy ; though in this laR piarticular travellers do not agree : I grant how- 
ever that the PERSIANS underfLand very little of what wc call prudence, 
and oeconomical government. 

In their common difeourfes they often introduce moral fcntenccs, and 
poetical narrations, extradted from their poets and other writers : it was 
formerly their conRant cuRom to entertain their gueRs with favourite 
palfages out of their poets. Reflexion and repetition arc the only means of 
llrengthening or fupporting the memory ; cuRom has made it a kind of 
pedantry in Europe to be frequent in the repetition of the wife faying.s 
either of the antient or modern divines, philofophcrs, or poets 5 but if fiom 
the nature of the human mind we ever Rand in need of a monitor, what 
oRicc is more confiRcnt than to render the wholefome rules of life fami- 
liar, by making them a p>art of our ordinary conveifacion. It might be 
wiihed, that this pradtice was introduced among Europeans, rather 
than that harrennefs of difeourfe wc often find, or the irkfome and ucr- 
nicious amufement of cards. 

Now I have mentioned a circiiniRancc fo iatcrcRIng to tiie great 
world in Europe, I muR acknowledge that cards, in the original ule 
of them, are confcflcdly as innocent as any other iidlrumejit of di- 
vcrfion, to thofe who are at a lofs for fomething more rational *’ j yet 
in the manner now in falhion, they cannot but diilipate the thoughts 

* Sicdking of the time fubfequent to nadir’s death, and a few years aftcj wards. 

^ I have fotnei\ here heard that cards were invented by a french courtier, to amufe one of thfi 
kings of that nation, who was remarkably weak. 

in 



330 THE CHARACTER, MANNERS, AND Part II, 

in fome, and enervate the mind in almoft every one who is clofely 
attached to them : they muft be a great means of feeding thofe pafiions 
which corrode the heart, and warping the affedhions from their proper 
bias, oppofe the eftablifhment of virtue in the mind. We often fee this 
verified, though few will confefs it. Is it poffible in the nature of the 
thing, that thofe who give a conftant application to this entertainment, 
eipecially if they play high, can fupport a tranquility of mind ? And, in 
proportion as the mind is difturbed, is it not difqualified for the efi'ejitial 
duties of life ? This matter is beft underftood by thofe very perfons who 
play high, and confume their time in this polite idlenefs. The Persians 
feem to fall into the contrary extreme ; they delight in fitting ftill, and 
mufing. I never obferved any of them to walk in their apartments, as the 
EUROPEANS, and particularly the English, are ufed to do. I remember 
to have heard of a turk, who, being on board an English man of 
war, enquired very ferioufly if the people were troubled with an evil fpi- 
jit, becaufe, fays he, “ they are never at reft ?” 

The PERSIANS are polite, but extravagantly hyperbolical in their com- 
pliments : this indeed is peculiar to the eaftern nations j and the fcrip- 
ture, which partakes fo much of that ftile, is known to be derived from 
that quarter. The Persians were celebrated for a particular genius to poetry j 
but war, which has deftroyed their morals and learning, feems alfo to 
have damped their poetic fire 3 though they have ftill many traces of that 
fertility and ftrength of imagination, for which in paft times they were de- 
fervedly famous. The andent Persians are recorded to have taught their 
children a moft exadt reverence for truth j but the prefent generation are 
as notorious for falfliood : they poifon with a fweet-meat, in always faying 
what is pleafingj without regarding the truth. In their difpofitions they 
are chearful, but ratlaer inclined to ferioufnefs than loud mirth : in this 
they are not fo much the french of asia, as in their politenefs and ci- 
vility to ftrangers. Flofpitality is a part of their religion ; on occafionsof 
the leaft mtercourfe, men of any diftindtion invite ftrangers, as well as 
their friends to their table j and it is remarkable how they pride them- 
feives in other teftimoii'es of refpedt, which have been occafionally men- 
tioned in this work, 

I did 
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I did not obferve that they are vindidlive j yet if their kindnefs to their 
beft friends, happens to be turned by any fortune of war into enmity, tliey 
often become inicnfible ; this feems to be more owing to a cuftom of cru- 
elty, than a revengeful temper. On die other hand, there are not innny 
inflances of the placable difpofition, which the Christian religion fo 
flrongly recommends : in theory liowever they are friends to this virtue, 
and they apparently exceed the Christians in the duty of rclignation. 

Widi regard to their perfons and drefs, the men in nioft parts of the 
country fliave their heads very clofe^ the young ones have often a lock on 
each temple, which hangs pendant, and ferves as an ornament to their 
faces, fomewhat in the manner of nbrvOiM''AN beaus fome years lince. 
Their checks arc lliaied, but tlic beard on the chin reaches up to their 
templcs ; the men for the mod part arc tall, and of good diapcs, their com- 
plexions fwartliy, particularly in the fouthern parts, and their eyes and 
hair black. Moft of them have caps of cloth, which rife ten or tu elve 
inches, and terminate on the top in four corners : they have a fliortcr cap 
for fummer, faced with grey eokharian LimblVuis; their ears, which are 
very large, arc always left bare, and generally hang down, in conlequence of 
the is'ciglit of the caps reding on them, and many arc proiul to diew that 
their cars are not cut ott Crimfon is a colour they much affeil" in their 
caps, as well as in their outward garments j and it makes a grand appear- 
ance : deep blue, w'hich one feldom fees worn, except in coarfe cloths , is 
their mourning colour. The better fort of pcc'pk* wear a fidi of khrr- 
MANiA wool, wrapped about their heads as luiband.ij feme of thtfe are 
fo exceeding fine as to cod 100 crowns and the common price for fuch 
as are good is S or 10 crowns : their heads are thu.s kept \cry warm, and 
the more as they feidom pull off their caps, but wear them even in the 
prefence of their king. 

The outward garment of the common fort of people, is a flight cot- 
ton : in general tliey wear two or three light vedments, which reach only 
to their knees j fo lhat their drefs gives them a g^viit advantage over the 
TURNS, who wear long effeminate robes. Befldes their cloth garments 

' Many were in thefe circumflanccs in tJADta’s time. * ej 1. 
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of the ordinary fort, which are much efteemed, fome have them lined witli 
furs, as ermins, fquirrels, or fables, which are w'orn for warmth, and ve- 
rv often for ftate alfoj for it is common to fee a great man fit in his fable- 
coat in the height of fummer : but it mull be obferved that thefe coats reach 
no farther than the waift; thus demonRrating a judicious dillindtion 
not to load themfelves with a fupertluous weight of deaths. Silk is 
worn in fummer by men of fafhion, efpecially for under- garments •, but 
thefe as well as their cotton and woollen under-garn;ients are quilted, 
which renders them very warm without being heavy. Under the fa£(\ 
round the waift they carry a long pointed knife in a cafe of wood, which 
is mounted with gold or filver. Their fliirts, for the moft part, are made 
of checkered filk and cotton : thefe have neither wrift-bands nor collars, 
for they always go bare-necked. The lleeves of their upper garment reaches 
down to their fingers : they fometimes wear cloth -ftockings, which fet 
loofe like boots ; but for the moft part they ufe only focks of wool, which 
reach over the ankles. They wear flippers like women’s flioes without quar- 
ters j thefe are of ftiagreen made with the flein of horfes rumps, which 
are prepared hard and rough like a feal’s fkin ; the heels being high, they 
are calculated to carry one out of the dirt, but are extremely uneafy to 
thofe who are not accuftomed to them. Their drawers, or ratlier trowfers 
are more convenient than, breeches in a hot country, being without any 
tight ligaments : for this reafon their cloathingin general feems to be more 
conducive to health and ftrength than that of Europeans : the fafli round 
the waift may however keep tlieir loins too warm ■, but girding up the loins 
is indeed a part of drefs the moft antient we read of. Their writers 
carry their ink and pens about them in a cafe which they put under their 
fafti, or in their pocket under their arm. 

The fimplicity of their tafte deferves commendation: a Persian khan 
once queftioned me clofely upon the fleeve of my coat, defiring to know 
■ what I intended hy that bit of cloth hanging from my arm ? I of courfe 
told him, that in Europe we confidered it as an ornament. I could not 
help refledting however on the fuperfluous and inconvenient part of drefs, 
which the polite nations of Europe have introduced, in defiance of natu- 
ral 
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fal tafte, and the confidcration of health and ccr.' cnienc,-. Externals are 
always moft apt to affe£t the mind, and where we fuffer ourfclvcs to fol- 
low implicitly him who, for his private convenience, or to gratify his hu- 
mour, continually makes alterations in our manner of cloathing, it mull 
engage too great a fliare of the attention, at leaft of the youthful part of 
a nation, and create a dangerous expcncc j nor can we be ever fure of re- 
taining that wdrich in all refpe<!ls is found elegant, ornamental, and con- 
venient, if W'e happen to flumble on it. The Asiatics feem bell to 
underfland this matter, and to adl moft agreeably to reafon. We muft 
however acknowledge, that the variety of which the politer nations of 
EUROPE arc fo fond, ferves to cxcrcifc invention, improve arts, and cre- 
ate a circulation of money j but llill it tends to the ruin of ftates, when 
the inclination is carried to an excefs, and beyond what private incomes 
will bear, after all effential duties regarding government, and charity, are 
complied with. But in a comparifon of the oriental and European 
drefs, there is not any thing in the latter half fo abfurd and ridiculous as 
that part of the female furniture called a hoop. If the Persian, who 
was fo much furprized at the fleeve of my coat, \Yhich was in no extreme 
of the faftiion, had feen this whalebone- machine, he would certainly alk, 
if the woman was to be fewn up in it with a wild cat, as they fometimes 
ufe bags when they torture females. Tell him, that it is defigned to be 
worn about her waift, and he would conclude it was a punifliment for 
fome a£l of incontinence ^ but never would a man, in his right mind, 
conceive it to be intended as an ornament j and that the greater fpace a wo- 
man occupies, the greater her quality, the more important her appearance, 
and as fome imagine, tlie more exquifite her charms. 

And fince the refentment of a cuftom fo injurious to health and con- 
venience, as well as true tafte, has drawn me thus far ; I cannot help ob- 
ferving very ferioufly, that as the perfons, and external ornaments of wo- 
men are fo much the attention of men, it is not furprizing that they 
Ihould make ufe of their proper ftrength, and improve their own advan- 
tages j but I apprehend there are very few fcnfiblc women, and yet fewer 
men, who confider this romantic machine as ornamental. Cuftom is in- 
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deed a tyrant over both fexes, and the pride of imaginary embelllfliments 
almoft as ftrong a paffion with the youthful part of the gay world, as even 
the love of life. All nations feem to agree, that rich manufadlori.^s, 
filver, or gold, or precious ftones, or what is juft the fame, fomethicg in 
imitation of them are ornamental. It is alfo confelTed, that the more im- 
mediate feat of the graces is the face, and the women of all countries 
apply their fkill to the improvement of it 5 preferving at the fame time 
tliofe veftures which they think add a luftre to their natural advantages. 
How can Europeans laugh at fome particular parts of the drefs of re- 
mote nations, when perhaps none of them wear any thing fo ridiculous 
as a large hoop ? Befides, though cuftom may caufe any thing to pafs 
for modeft, it cannot alter the nature of climates, nor prevent thofe dif- 
tempers which arife from cold neither will the ftreets grow broader, or. 
houfes, churches, or theatres extend their walls to keep pace with this 
romantic extenfion of habilliment. 

The drefs of the women in Persia is fimple, differing from the men 
rather for the diftindtion of fexes, than by affedting any form fhocking 
to nature : they adorn their arms with bracelets after the manner of fome 
EUROPEANS, and their heads with jewels of feveral kinds : one of thefe 
Is compofed of a light gold chain- work, fet with fmall pearls, with a thin 
gold plate pendant, about the bignefs of a crown-piece, on which is im- 
prefTed an Arabian prayer : this is fixed to the hair at the upper part of 
the temple, and hangs upon the cheek below the ear. They have large 
ear-rings, and fome are laid to wear gold rings fet with pearls in their 
nofe, which is incomparably the worft tafte they have 5 the poorer fort 
wear the fame thing in bafer metals : their hair hangs in trefles their fliirts, 
as well as the men’s, are of a thin manufadlure of filk and cotton j but 
thefe are open at the breafl in the manner of men’s flrirts in Europe, 
whilfl' the men’s are fupported on the left flioulders by a fmall button j 
the women alfo wear drawers and flippers as the men. 

The PERSIANS obferve an outward decency in their cloathing; their 
very religion feems to exadl it of them, and the fimplicity of their cufloms 
contributes to the fame end. They are neat in their houfes j and even the 
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fort are ufually very clean in their cloa'Jrs, wliU-h have Oldom 
any rent j but if it was not for their repeated liatJrings, tlic want of chang- 
ing their fiiirts would render their perfons unljlicaie. 


CHAP. LI 

The nature of the military^ ch'il, and cede fiafu cal govrmnievf of the Per- 
sians render nadir shah. Some accoiuit aljo of their cruelty, diviJioK- 
of time, huiguagc, arhi opinion of Y.xyRoVE Am. Of their religion, and 
their manner of praying-, n.dih remarks on the fa/Je nferve ^‘Chris- 
tians. 

^r^'IIE PERSIANS, by their neglodf of moral duties, haveprepar.-d tlie 
JL way for that ruin in which they are involved j and it fcenis as if 
providence, by fuffering the ufurpation of nadir, had permitted them to 
fill up the mcafure of their iniquities. 

The government of Persia is monarchical, and in every branch of it 
firidlly defpotic. The favour of the prince, and of thufe on whom lie 
devolves his authority, is effontial to the fccurity of foreign merchants j and 
this may be baft prclervcd by proper and timely j'jrelent';, by a good ap- 
pearance, and a refolute difcrcct fupport of their own dignity. The Per- 
sians are not unfkilled in the laws of jullice and liumanit/j but as war 
h.LS been, for many years, their only ftudy, and a fondnefs for outward 
£hew d'.eir predominant pafiion, thefe laws are very little regarded when 
they interfere with their inclin.uions : hence agoodhorfe, a fiher-mounted 
bridle, and a girl, vwli generally induce a Persian to violate jufdce, and • 
even to commit that for which he is morally certain of death.' 

The camp and court in nadir’s time were the lame ; and the eccle- 
iiai'i'cal, as well as civil and military oflicers always attended. The chief.' 
adminifirators of the law were the mullah-bash i, and the naib- 
S.1EDAR, or NEEVAE, who are judges in ecclcfiafiical and civil concerns.. 
The icAzi.^SKAR is judge of the army, and the shbichulislam is re- 

pu'‘'ed 
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puted of equal rank with him. The defherchane receives all records, 
decrees and public accounts, and decides in all affairs relating to the po- 
litical government. The principal officers of this court are the superin- 
TENDANT and secretary: The mustafi miemalek ** adts witli 
them, and has mustafis under him for the care of the feveral divifions. 
Thefe agents of the crown make their court, and find mofi: profit and fecu- 
rity in propofing means of oppreffing the people by heavy exadlions. 

The higheft ecclefiaflic in towns is judge, and tries civil caufes under 
the governor, who generally refers die parties to him j and upon the re- 
ceipt of his verdict the governor gives a final judgment. But military 
people feldom have their caufe tried by any but the latter. Thefe governors 
are often as defpotic as fovereign princes ; and though they are account- 
able for all their adtions, and have often their ears cut off, their nofes 
flit, and are feverely beaten on their back, baftinadoed on their feet till their 
-nails come off, and not unfrequently ftrangled, yet they feldom abflain 
from adls of oppreffion. 

The BEGLER-BEGs ' have the power of life and death, as have alfo 
thofe SARD ARES who are on the frontiers. In nadir’s reign there were 
only three begler-begs, one in khorasan, the other in derbend, 
and the lafl in shirass, all of them as cruel as they were powerful. Thofe 
in high office make ufe of the mofl extraordinary and unaccountable me- 
thods of oppreffion. There was a remarkable inftance of this in na- 
dir’s brother, ibrahim khan, who, w'hen governor of tavris, having 
a lame mule, afked his groom what he might fell her for ? The groom, 
fufpefting his defign, and knowing his avarice, anfwered 2000 crowns. 

Oh ! ” fays he, “ more a great deal." At length the price was fixed at 
1 0,000 ; and the groom being armed with authority, demanded of every 
citizen and villager a certain fum for the male, in fuch terms as plainly 
fhewed that a fum was to be levied on them. Some, to avoid being 
beaten, paid him 20,. 30, 40, or 50 crowns, till at laft he came home with 

• Chancery. i General over-feer of the empire. J Lord of lords, the higheft 
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the 10,000; and after all he obliged a man to take the mule in good 
cMrneft for 120 crowns, which is the price of a fmall one free from We- 
inilh. 

In how great a degree cruelty reigned in Persia in nadir’s time, may 
be judged from the choice which he made of his reprefentatives, and 
from their copying him fo exactly, though with lefs judgment. I was told, 
that in the fpring 1741, a perfon named kalib khan, from I>cing a 
broker of lilk, returned from the camp to reshd, dignified with the title 
of admiral of the Caspian fea. This elevation fo intoxicated him, that 
thinking himfelf ncgledtcd in point ef ceremony, he inllantly ordered the 
chief of the Armenian merchants to be called into his prcilnee, caufod 
one of them to be put to deaih, and threatened that all the Armenians 
and GEORGIANS thouid fuffer the fame fate, if tlicy did not bring to him 
all the arms tliat were to be found in the caravanferais of resiid; keep- 
ing three of them as hoftages till he extorted handfome prefents, and 
large promifes from them. He was fo offended that the Russian conful 
had not flicwn him the refpedt of waiting on him in perfon before his en- 
trance into the town, that when the conful’s interpreter came to compli- 
ment him in his mailer’s name, lie baftinadoed him, fpoke difrefpcdtfully 
of the empress, and not flopping here, put to death an interpreter be- 
longing to the refident of that nation, feized a Russian fliip, and, by 
threats and ill treatment, obliged the crew to embrace mahommedanism. 
On EASTER-DAY he laid fiege to the conful’s houfe, and fired 250 fliots 
on it; but at length being oppofed by the people of the town, he was ob- 
liged to withdraw liis aitillcry. 

In confequence of the complaints made to nadir, kalib khan was 
called to the camp, and treated with great feverity ; the crimes allcdgcd 
againfl him were various, and many of them concerned the siiah him- 
fclf; but I never heard there was any particular refpedl paid to the Rus- 
sians in the puniflimcnt inflidted on him. Such cruel cxadlions Mid mon- 
flrous proceedings have frequently flirred up the people to rebellion ; blit 
the want of fecrecy in their counfels, and of mutual ccaifidence, ever ren- 
dered 
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dered their attempts inferior to the fagacity and reiolution of iiadik, 
-till they took the refolution of killing him in his own tent. 

As to the religion in Persia, the Turks and Persians equally ac- 
knowledge the KHORAN as firft promulged, to be the great law of their 
prophet MAHOMMED j but they trace their ecclefiaflical divifions, and in- 
inveterate animolities as high as his immediate fucceflbr, Ali was ma- 
hommed’s brother’s fon, and married to fatima, the daughter of that 
falfe prophet. From this the Persians naturally infer his right to the 
fucceffion, which was notwitftanding invaded by his uncles abubeker, 
OMAR, and OSMAN, the brothers of mahommed, whofe ufurpation, both 
as kings and prophets, is approved of by the turks. At length ali fuc- 
ceeded, and the difpute might have been loft in oblivion, had he made 
no difference in the khoran : yet this produced no extraordinary ef- 
fects till the 14th century, when sheffie, a man of an exemplary life, 
who pretended a regular defeent from ali, began to teach and expound 
the mahommedan law, and the dodlrine of ali’s followers, in prefe- 
rence to the TURKISH doctors of divinity ; this revived the remembrance 
of the injury done ali by his uncles, whom the Persians began to 
curfe in their public prayers : they alfo changed the form of the mahom- 
medan creed, by giving ALI the title of the friend of god. Thefe 
two fedts being divided, thofe who maintained the fucceffion of abube- 
ker, OMAR, and OSMAN, called themfelves sunnis, whilft the followers 
of ALI took the name of sc hi as. 

Experience has proved that it is next to impoffible to keep mankind 
fteady to any form of worfliip, even where they profefs the fame faith in 
cirentiais ; and if this is the cafe where religion is founded in truth, as in 
that of CHRIST j it is no wonder that fo abfurd a dodtrine as mahomme- 
danism, profelled by fo many millions of people, fpread over fuch a 
vaft ira '^t of country, fhould create divilions with regard to ceremonials, 
and the coiiftrndticn of texts, in themfelves inexplicable j nor isit ftrange 
that this mould produce national and irreconcileable hatred. It muft fur- 
ther be obferved, that their morals and true notions of life having, in a 
great meafure, given place to a martial genius and military (hew, it is eaiy 

to 
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to conceive the caufe of the long and bloody wars which have been c irrlcd 
on between tlic neighbouring ftates of Persia and turki y. It cannot 
here be improper to mention the method taken by shah ar.'.s to make 
a diiferencc in opinion inllrumental to the peace and fecurity of liv; go- 
vernment. This prince, finding in his people a great propenfily to rebel- 
lion, gave ALi two names, and then artfully inlinuated, that one ought 
to be revered in preference to the other ; thus he promoted fuch a difien- 
tion among them as brouglit both parties the more cafily to make him 
umpire, and fubmit to his government. 

The PERSIANS believe the mosaic to ha\'e been the true leliglon be- 
fore CHRIST, whom alfo they acknowledge to be a true prophet, anu 
teacher fen E from Ooj); but tliat the religion he taught was contained 
in a book wlilcb, at MAHOMMicn’s coming, was taken by the angel i.A- 
BRIEL into heaven, and the khoran brought down in it’s dead j this how- 
ever they do not attempt to prove. They fay alfo, that jesus ctirist did 
not die upon the crofsj but that another perfon was miraculoully brought 
there in his place ; thus confcfiing the truth of our saviour’s miffion^ 
but confounding it with abfurd fables. 

The common people pray at break of day, noon, and fun-fet ; but the 
iiAHDGEEs pray at thefe times, and alfo in the afternoon, and at night. 
The MULLAH, when he goes to prayers, mounts a turret ap>pointcd for 
that purpofe, which over-tops the houfes, from whence at day-break, 
mid-day, and evening, he invokes the fupreme being, by faying ; “ O 
“ GOD, there is but one godj mahommed is his prophet, and ali his 
friend.” After rcj'/cating thefe words three times, he makes a prayer to 
this effedt j “ Glory be to the fovereign of the univerfe, and to the iudge 

of the laft day j we glorify thee j we befecch thee to affilb us in our 
“ neceflities, to lead us in thy ways, and in the paths of rightcoufnefs, 
“ and to prevent our falling into the fnarcs of perdition.” I never ob- 
ferved that the Persians have any marks (jf that falfe modefty whicii 
prevails among Christians of the bcfl: fort, who, to avoid the imputa- 
tion of affedtation, or hypocrify, arc ns jealous to be fecn on their knees, 
as afraid to commit any criminal adtion. If a bold mafeuline piety, and 
VoL. I. 'U u .a fin- 
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a lincere awful fenfe of the fupreme being are very confiftent things, this 
excufe of modefly muft be owing to an error in education. The refervednefs 
of fome CHRISTIANS is certainly carried to a great excefs ; I have known 
perfons pious before marriage, confelTedly negligent in their devotion after- 
wards, the prejudices of education being fuch as that neither party chofe to 
be feenon their knees j and we all know that any negledt may grow into a 
habit. Not fo does the incomparable mil ton paint our firfl; parents not 
fo does nature nor rcafon dictate ; furely this is not what our saviour meant 
by admoniihing us to retire to the clofet j and is diametrically oppofite to 
what may be inferred from that paflage of fcripture, that the unbelieving 
party in marriage is faved by the believer. Such an excefs of referve, if fuch 
is common, muft be injurious to religion, and highly deftrudtive of the ad- 
vantages derived to mankind by the example of piety, particularly in the 
matrimonial ftate, 

The PERSIANS feem to be under the influence of a certain degree of 
enthufiafm, witliout which devotion in fome men is but a languid office : 
their imaginations are warm, and it is probable they receive no common help 
from thence. But here it may be aiked, whether any degree of paffionate 
warmth is warrantable in devotion ? Whether it is eflTedtual, is alfo a point 
about which Christian divines feem to differ -in their fentiments. If 
paffion is effential to the make and compofition of man if experience 
evinces, that hardly any of our adlions are devoid of paffion j if the great 
art of human life is not to eradicate the paffions, but to adopt the proper 
objedls of them j if mankind cannot think fo abftradledly as a pure ef- 
fort of unmixed reafon implies j I prefume it follows, that some degree 
of paffion is warrantable in devotion j lhat degree will depend on the 
different turn of men’s minds, and we may leave the great objedl of 
our devotion to determine the reft. If god is the common parent and uni- 
verfal friend of mankind, we mufl: be affedted towards him, with all the 
energy of the foul, which cannot be exerted without the affiftance of our 
paffions ; and it ought to be remembered, diat towards different objedls 
the fame paffions affedt us differently. We muft learn to think confift- 
cntly of the fupreme being, but leave nature to herfelf with regard to the 
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manner of the operation of thofe paffions, and not refine the tiiinir away. 
Further, if the great obje6l of all the powders and faculties of the foul is 
Gooj if hope, and fear, and love, as paffions, belong to any thing more 
than mere fenfitive life, the exercife of them is due to the grear author 
of nature, and confequently ought to be employed in our addrefles to him j 
for thefe, by their happy mixture, under the influence and guidance of 
reafon, conftitute that paffionate warmth which, I prefume, is not only 
warrantable, but in many minds effential. And can it with any confiftency 
be thought, that our saviour’s prayer in his passion, as properly called, 
was devoid of the paffion we are now fpeaking of j if it was not, it will 
follow, that in proportion to the earneftnefs of our petitions to heaven, 
there will be a mixture of paffion, though reafon may at the fame time be 
fupported in its full flrength. 

To return to the Persian manner of devotion: after waffiing them- 
felves, and combing their beards, they often count beads on a firing as is 
the cuftom of fome Christians, and probably learnt of the mahomme- 
dans. At certain parts of their prayer they fiand, then kneel, and then 
proftrating themfelves on the earth, fet their foreheads on a bit cf clay, 
about the fize of a ci-own- piece, fuppofed to be brought from Mecca, 
and confequently to have a charm. -They always carry it about them, 
tied to the upper part of their arm. They, as well as the Christians, 
make their prayers long, in contradidtion to the experience of man- 
kind, how laborious a talk it is to keep all the faculties of the foul awake , 
for a ftiort interval. “ Let thy words be few,” is an admonition well fuited 
to theweaknefs of human nature j though the obfervance of it may argue 
the firength of the underfianding. It is a fhrewd remark, that there is a 
great difference between praying, and faying of prayers j and that we 
ought not to expedf that god will attend to our prayers, if we do not at- 
tend to them ourfelves. Befides, if a life fpent in the fear of god, and 
obedience to his laws, is one continued prayer to him ; will he require a 
multiplicity of words ? Will he demand a longer attention than the mind 
is capable of, pr the duties of life will permit ? 1 do not mean by this re- 
mark, to lend any ’affifiance in countenancing the indolence and impiety 
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which reigns fo much among fome Christians, but to recommend an 
aweful approach of the deity j and in our private addrefles to him, tol'pend 
as much time in preparing the mind, as in the addrefs itfcif, and not de- 
ftroy the dignity j and, as we may fear, the efficacy of the duty, by a care- 
lefs and abrupt intrufion into the more immediate prefencc of die aweiui 
majefty of heaven. 

The MAHOMMEDANs having certain dated hours for prayer, are pun- 
dual in the obfervance of this duty, and, to all appearance, perform it 
with more attention than the Christians generally do : and though the 
PERSIANS are become fo extremely immoral, yet they give one proof of 
religion vafldy fuperior to the Christians: for I never could obferve, 
that they mentioned the name of the fupreme being, except upon folemn 
occafions, or at lead in a refpedful manner. 

The PERSIANS have fome of the Jewish rites among them; and alfo 
this peculiarity, that when they pray, they never permit the image of any 
fenfible objed to be before them nor is it permitted to pray with any thing 
of gold about them, as if it was efteemed an objed of idolatry. They 
invoke the interceffion of the departed fouls of fome of their prophets 
and pious men. 

As to fupeiRition, I have already given numerous inftances how in- 
clined the PERSIANS are to it: A mahommedan is offended if a perfon 
applies to any mean ufe a written paper, left it fhould contain the name 
of the fupreme being. This may plead in it’s excufe that reverence 
which all mankind owe to the deity; but for their other fuperftitions, 
they are for die moft part much lefs confiftent : as for inftance, a ma- 
hommedan, ftridly fpeaking, is not only defiled by the touch of any 
thing belonging to a hog, but even, they fay, by a llioe, when it is made 
by an end where a hog’s briftle has been ufed. 

The MAHOMMEDANS have numerous fedaries, as well as the Chris- 
tians. Nadir was no bigot, nor in the leaft given to fuperftition : on 
the contrary, he expofed the blunders of their favourite prophet ali, and 
even of mahommed, and the fallacies of many popular opinions, of which 
I fliall have occafion to mention more hereafter. 


The 
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The external obligations of juftice and charity are oftentimes overlooked 
among the mahommedans, as well as among people of abetter religion: 
they have found out the art of cheating their own fouls, by endeavouring to 
reconcile religion and oppreffion. Extortion is forbidden by the mahom- 
MEDAN lawj but fuppofe a neceffitous peribn wants 20 crowns for 2 or 
3 months only j there are many inftances of requiring a quarter of a bat- 
man of filk, which, at the common value, is 4 crowns. The obligation 
is made thus : Having lent fuch a perfon fo much, I buy of him fucfii 
a thing, for which I am to pay fo much. Thus they reconcile what 
would otherwife be efteemed a grofs violation of their law. 

The PERSIANS have folar and lunar years, by which they regulate 
their different concerns. The new years day ‘ of their folar year is on 
the tenth of Ivlarch j but their moveable feafts and fafts depend on the 
lunar year. They have two great fafts, which, they fay, were command- 
ed by GOD, who gave mahommed orders to iidhtute them for the expia- 
tion of their lins : in this time they eat nothing in the day, but at night 
they make two or three meals of the fame kind of food as ufual. As to 
the other divifions of time, their weeks are the fame as ours, and their 
days confift of 24 hours, which they reckon in the fame manner as the 

ITALIANS. 

The TURKISH language is the moft common in Persia j it prevails 
on the fouthern coaft of the Caspian, as well as in thofe provinces which 
wei'e formerly conquered by the Turks, as shirvan and aderbeitzan ; 
but the illiterate people fpeak a barbarous mixture ; and I obferved a diffe- 
rent dialedh in ghilan and mazanderan: the pure persic is little 
known but in the fouthern parts, on tlic coaft of the Persian gulph, 
and the confines of Arabia but particularly in Isfahan, In matters 
of learning they ufe the Arabian language, in which is depofited the 
greateif part of that knowledge for which the Persians were once dif- 
fngLiiflicd : and the politer people are fond of araijian words, which 
renders their difeourfe the lefs intelligible to men of inferior rank, Thq 


^ Which they call nrvROuz. 


learned 
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learned languages, familiar to Europeans, arc not ir.no\ 'n nmongft them. 
As time feems to have made no change in the cn'.lonis of asia, but tlie 
fame manners remain as we read of two thoufnnd years ago, fo the lan- 
guage, particularly of the Persians, has the fame IJLi'n and fublimity of 
expreffion. 

They write as the Hebrews, from the right to the leftj and often 
range their lines in an arbitrary manner ; fo that upon one leaf of paper 
they fometimes write in ten different directions, and this only to fhew the 
writers ability in obferving the proportion of words and lines in each. 

The want of curiofity, even in fome of their people of diftinClion, is ve- 
ry remarkable : it is true, the greatefl part of thefe are of mean parentage 
and education, and ai-e fallen very low in point of knowdedge, though they 
have good natural parts : this is indeed the lefs furprizing, as reading, the 
firft ftep to knowledge, of late years has been as little taught to thofe bred 
to arms, as to the vulgar j we may fay, it is more peculiar to the mullahs. 
They alfo fall into a great abfurdity in their manner of inftruCting j I have 
obfervedtheirboys reading leffons out of thcKHORAN in ARABic,which they 
do not underftandj and, to add to this farce, as they fit, they make a motion 
with their head and body, alledging that this helps lludy : thus does affec- 
tation fupply the place of real learning. They acknowledge that the Eu- 
ropeans have two eyes, and themfelves but one j or, in other •words, that 
we have knowledge, and an univerfal fkill in arts and fciences, to many 
of which they are entire firangers j and, if I miftake not, their prefent me- 
thod of education is not likely to remove this evil, 

Thus the revolutions of time, and the changes to which human affairs 
are fubjeCt, in confequence of men’s iniquity, have involved thofe nations 
in ignorance, who once enjoyed all the advantages which could grace and 
adorn human nature, and were diftinguifhed as patterns of learning and 
poiitenefs. 
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PART III. 

ATTE M PT S 

Made to open. H TRADE to 

KHIEVA and BOKHARA 

IN M DCC X L. 

WITH A 

JOURNEY along the weftern coaft of tlie CASPIAN 

in I 7 4.6, 

C H A P. Lll. 

Iwo BRITISH faBors in Russia attempt to open a new trade into indepent- 
dent TARTARY 5 with the fcvcral adventures that hefel them,. 

A S I am now on my departure from Persia, I fhall introduce the' 
journals of fome other travellers on the eaftern and weftern coaft of 
the CASPIAN, particularly as thefe gentlemen were perfonally knpwnto me, 
and had a connexion with the affairs of the Russia company : to thefe I 
fhall join Mr. van mi er op’s journal to mesched. As thefe journals are 
notvcrbofc, and their authority is good, they muft afford fome fatisfadion 
to the curious. It may be obfervcd, that half the pleafure in this kind of 
reading, is to compare the relation with the map, and render diat an 
objed of fenfe, which is otherwife abftraded. This method helps at 
leaft in fixing the idea of the thing related in a more permanent de- 
gree. 

Whilft Mr, ELTON was ufing his endeavours for opening a trade over 
the CASPIAN fea, Mr. george Thompson and Mr. Reynold hogg. 
undertook to eftablifti a commercial intercourfe with khieva, Bokhara,, 

and. 
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and other parts of tartary, of which they give the following accounc. 
•“ On the 26 th of February 17^0, we fet out from St. Petersburg with a 
“ fmall quantity of goods, expedling to return by the end of the enfuing 
“ winter. Our intention was to le.irn, if any trade could be carried oi! 
“ amongft the tartars, particularly thofe of khieva and bokhar.... 

“ Faffing through the cities of mosco, volodimur, murom, and ar- 
“ samas, April the 6th we arrived at samara, which is lituated on the 
“ eaft-fideof the Volga, at the diftance of 1800 werfts® from St. peters- 
“ burg. Samara being thelaft place in Russia in our rout, we procured 
“ the neceffary difpatches of the governor, who had the command of the 
“ TARTAR expedition. The 12th of June we proceeded on our journey 
“ under a convoy, and travelling fouth-eaft in a beaten road through a 
defert 300 werfts, we arrived the 17th at yaeik, a town belonging to 
‘'the COSSACKS, who are fubjedts of Russia. Here we changed our 
" EUROPEAN for TARTAR habits, and providing ourfelves with camels, 
“ horfes, and other neceflaries, we difcharged our Russian attendants. 
“ It was not without the utmoft difficulty that we perfuaded fome khal- 
« MUCKS and tartars to engage in our fervice : the cossacks of the 
“ YAEIK abfolutely refufed, giving us many inftances of the didreffies of 
“ their own people, who had been plundered and made Haves in attempt- 
“ ing to go to KHIEVA i but we w’^ere refolved to encounter all difficultic':. 
“ A chief of the kirgeese tartars had fent us two perfons as guides; 
•“ and we flattered ourfelves that the authority of their chief, would be an 
“ inducement to their fidelity in our defence. 

“ Finding other kirgeese, who were returning home from yaeik 
“ with merchandize, we joined them, making in all about twenty perfons 
“ on horfeback ; our goods were loaden on camels. The 26th of June we 
“ fet out on our journey, and travelled due eaft about 60 werfts every day, 
through a defert without any road or path ; the tartars diredting 
their courfe by remarkable hills and rivulets, well known to them. We 
were obliged to keep watch night and day, knowing that when 


» I zoo miles. 


“ parties 
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parties meet, the weakeft, even if they are of the fame horda^, are 
“ fubjeft to many inconveniencles, and if they are of different hordas, 
they kill tliofe who are advanced in age, and make flaves of the young 
« people. 

“ On the yth of July we perceived a party at a diflance, and our com- 
panions purfued, and took three khalmucks, with feven horfes. This 
*' was efteemed a legal, and a valuable prize, and was attended with this 
further advantage, that we procured intelligence of the horda we were 
“ in queft of. 

“ July the I ith. We fell in with a party of kirgeese, with whom nioft 
“ of our company remained j fo that we were conftrained to continue our 
“ journey with our two guides only. We proceeded north-eaft till the 
“ 1 6th, when we arrived near the horda of our friend, jean beek 
EATER j he made us the compliment of lending his Ion, with feveral 
other relations, to_ meet us, who condudted us the next day to his ka- 
BiTKA On reckoning our dillance, we found it 800 werfts from the 
river YAEiK. This tart AR-chief was fitting 011a carpet in his tent j 
he rofe, and bid us welcome, and mailing us fit down with him, he 
took a large difli of kumeese **, which he drank, and made us do the 
fame. We gave him forae fmall prefents, which he immediately divided 
amongfl; the company. Some days after we made him a more valuable 
prefent, telling him that our defign in going to khieva, was to fix 
and carry on a trade there j in which, if we fucceeded, we flioulJ bring 
“ much larger cargoes 3 and then it would be more in our power to re- 
quite him for all his favours : in anfwer to which he alTured us, that we 
“ might command all the fervice in his power, to* forward our defign ; and 
infilled that we Ihould continue with him till the extreme heat was abat- 
ed, and refrelh our cattle, which, from hard travelling, were in a very 
" weak condition. 

“ The KIRGEESE tartars polTefs a very extenfive tradlof land, hav- 
ing the bashkeert tartars to the nortli, the black khalmucks, 

* a tribe of TARTARS, ' Tent of the nature alread7 deCtribed to be in ufe among 

icHALMccKs. * Mare’s milk fermented. 

VoL, I, X 31 “ witli 
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** with the city of tashcund to the eaft, the karakulpack tartars 
“ and the aral lake to the fouth, and the river yaeik to the weft. They 
“ are divided into three hordas, under the government of a khan. 
“ That part which borders on the Russian dominions, was under the au- 
“ thority of jean seek, whofc name on all occafions was honoured wdth 
« the tide of eater ^ 


They live in tents made of wooden ftakes, and covered with a felt 
“ of camel’s hair; this they fix or remove with great eafe, vdicncver they 
“ change their quarters, and they never ftay above two or three days in a 
“ place. They feed on horfe-flefli, mutton, and venifon, and drink fer- 
mented mare’s milk to excefs ; fo that they often intoxicate themfelves 
“ with it. They have no grain, nor any kind of bread. When they go 
“ upon an expedition they take a fmall quantity of cheefe, which they call 
“ crute; this being difiblved in w’^ater, is their chief fuftenance during 
V their journey. Money is hardly known among them j their riclies con- 
“ fift in cattle, fox, and wolf furrs, which they exchange with their neigh- 
“ hours for cloaths, and other neceflaries. What little religion they have, ■ 
“ is MAHOMMEDANisM, and their language has a great affinity with that 
“ of the TURKS. They are a ftrong robuft people, but rude, ignorant, and 
“ treacherous. They are very civil to ftrangers, whilft thefe continue under 
“ their protedlion ; for they efteem it the greateft diflionour to affront a 
“ gueft : but no fooner is he departed, than his profeffed friend and pro- 
te£br will fometimes be the firft perfon to rob him, and happy if he ef- 
‘‘ capes without being made a Have. 


Thefe KiRGEESE TARTARS haye very little fenfe of many atrocious 
crimes, particularly robbery. Their ordinary punifhment in this cafe, 
“ is only reftitution to the perfon robbed ; and for' murder the lofs of their 
goods t fometimes indeed for the latter, the criminal and his whole fa- 
“ mily, are delivered up into flavery to the relations of the deceafed. 


“ Vfc remained with jean beek, and travelled in his company till the 
“'8 th of Auguft, when we found ourfelves in the latitude of, 51 five 


^ Tiiis word figoifics hero. 


“ days 
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“ days journey to the eaft fouth-eaft of Orenburg. This city was lately 
“ built by the Russians, as a barrier againft the kirgeese and kara- 
“ KULPACK TARTARS s, and lilcewifc with a view of opening a trade 
“ with tliem for furrs, gold- dull:, and rhubarb. 

“ ilaving received diredions from jean beek, and taking one of his 
‘'relations for our guide,' we joined a caravan of kirgeese and turku- 
“ MAN TARTARS, about lixty in number. With thefe we traveUed fouth- 
“ well near 50 werfts a day for eight days : we met feveral parties, but re- 
“ ceived no harm from them ; although feveral turkumans joined us, 
“ who, after having been robbed of tlieir effeds, had with great difficulty 
“ efcaped with their lives. 

“ Augull the 6th, we reached the aral lake, which is reckoned 22 days 
“journey from Orenburg, and 12 from the river yaeik. We travelled 
“ fouth along a very high and rocky Ihore, where we were fcarce able to 
“ get any water once in two daysi and this was fo bitter and fait, that 
“ neceffity only obliged us to drink of it. The karakulpacks inhabit 
“ the eaft Ihore of this lake, where the river sirr falls into it, and the 
“ ARAL tartars the fouth fhore, where it receives the great river amo. 
“ The latter ufe only fmall fiffiing boats, and never venture far from the 
“ Ihore. It is faid diat a perfon cannot conveniently ride round this 
“ lake in lefs than 35 days, being computed above 1000 English 
“ miles. There are abundance of wild horfes, alTes, antelopes, and 
“ wolves; here is alfo a very fierce creature, called jolbart, not un- 
“ like a tyger, which the tartars fay is of fuch prodigious ftrength 
“ as to carry off a horfe. 

“ September the 3d, we left the lake, and arrived at a valley full of 
“ bruffi-wood, and almoft knee deep of ftagnated water. We were in- 
“ formed that this was the channel of tlie river oxus, which had rjur betwixt 

8 In 1748 and 1749 thefe tartars brouglit about 40,000!. value in filver, and drove a confide*' 
rable trade with the Russians; the greatefl part of this filver was the plunder of the Persian camp 
in 1747, on the bccafion of the malTacre of nadir shah. 
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*‘the ARAL lake and the Caspian feaj but was flopped up by the 
tartars many ages fince'’. 

“ The 5th, we came to the city jurgantz, which appeared to have 
been a large place ; but now was entirely in ruins, no other building re- 
maining than a mofque. Here our company were very devout: they 
“ offered their prayers to heaven for their fafe journey, and then went in 
fearch of gold, which they laid, they had frequently found walhed out by 
the rains from amongft the ruins of this city. We travelled on fouth-caft 
till the Sth, when we arrived at fome villages belonging to the tartars 
** of khieva. On the 9th, our company left us, and with our guide on- 
f‘ ly we proceeded due weft 9 hours, and reached the city of khieva, 
which is 17 days journey diftant from the Caspian fea, and from oren- 
“ BURG 33, computing a day’s journey to be 40 Russian werfts’. 

“ We took our lodgings in a caravanferai, which was a very mean build- 
ing. Here our goods and baggage were immediately fearclicd and va- 
" lued, for which we paid duty 5 per cent. We had then full liberty 
ta fell them 5 but we could not difpofe of a fufficient value to maintain 
“ ourlelves and our cattle : for nadir shah, who was then on his return 
from INDIA, was expe<Sted to make this place a viftt 3 fo that it was our 
“ misfortune to arrive when the ftate began to be in great confufion. The 
people were fo infatuated as to think themfelves a match for the per— 
SIANS5 but when they heard that the shah was with them in perfon, 
“ they were greatly terrified, 

" A few days after our arrival, one of the kirgeese came to us by 
night fiom our guide, and informed us, that if we confulted our own 
“ fafety, we muft return immediately 3 tliat the company we had parted 
“ with on the 9th, had been plundered by the turkumans, and feveral 
“ of them killed 3 that they durft not ftay longer in thefe parts 3 but were 
“ refolved* to make up their lofs on the road by reprifals. Finding he 
“ made no impreffion on us, he took his leave, promifing to return in the 
■“ fpring, in company with our guide, if the country was in peace. .Khi- 

Seep^-ge J35, 1 47 esglish miles. 

EVA 
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EVA lies in the latitude of 3 8 y, and is the refidence of a khan. It is fituated 
“ on a rifing ground, has three gates, and is defended hy a flrong wall of 
“ earth, very thick, and much higher than the houfes ; it has turr.ts at 
“ fmall diftances, and a broad deep ditch full of water. Tlie place is 
“ large, but the houfes are low, the greateft part of them being bu'k 'v/ith 
“ mudj the roofs are flat, and covered witla earth. It commands a plcafant 
“ profpedl of the adjacent plains, which, by the induftry of the inhabitants, 
are rendered very fertile. 

The dominions of khieva areoffo fmall extent, that a perfon may 
“ ride round them in three days ; it has five walled cities, all within half 
*' a day’s journey of each other. The khan is ablolute, and entirely in- 
" dependent of any other power, except the mullah bashi, or high- 
“ pricfl, by whom he is controled. The kievinski tartars diifer’ 
“ very little from the KiRGEESEi but furpafs them in cunning and trea-, 
“ chery. Their manners are the fame, only that the kirgeese live in 
” tents, whilfl: the others inhabit cities and villages. Their only tmde is with 
“ BOKHARA and PERSIA, whither they carry cattle, furrs, and hides, all 
“ which they have from the kirgese and turkuman tartars, who 
often prove very troublefome neighbours to them. The place itfelf 
‘‘ produces little more tlian cotton, lamb-furrs, of a veiy mean quality; and 
a fmall quantity of raw filk, fome of which they manufadure. 

The confumption of European cloth, and other commodities, is in- 
“ confiderable, as is the whole trade of this place ; fo that no profit can 
“ be expeded any ways proportioned to the rifque. The duty on all 
“ goods belonging to Christians is 5 per cent, and to all others who are 
“ not of the mahommedan faith : but on the goods of m ahowmedans 
“ only 2 i per cent. The whole revenue arifing to the khan does not 
“ amount to 100 ducats yearly. Their coin is ducats of gold, each weigh- 
“ ing one muscal, or 3 penny-weight English; alfo tongas, a 
“ fmall piece of copper, of which 1 500 are equal to a ducat. Their weights 
" are the great batman equal to 18 lb. Russian, and the lelTer batman 
" 9 i, which they divide into halves, quarters, and fmaller parts. Their 
meafure is called ga^, equal to 12 inches English.” 


Thefe 
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Thefe fadors remained in khieva till the 1 5th of December, the Per- 
sians having in the interim taken polTeffion of this place, the particulars 
of which 1 fliall infert in the life of nadir. The fmall quantity of goods 
which they had with them, were fold to the Persians 5 but not being able 
to recover the money, Mr. hogg was obliged to remain there, intending 
to return home by the fame rout he came, whilft Mr. Thompson pro- 
ceeded to BOKHARA, defigning to return home through Persia, and over 
the CASPIAK fea. The tartars whom Mr. hogg expeded as a con- 
voy, having been attacked by the Turkomans, were driven back to their 
own country, except thofe who loft their lives in alkirmifti. Hence it was not 
till the 6th of April 1741, that he left khieva, and finding that the Tur- 
komans were roving upon the weftern fide of the aral lake, he pafled the 
AMO, and travelling eaftward to the country of the kharakholpacks, 
in fifteen days he crofted the river sirr, which falls into that lake, and 
thence proceeding in fearch of jean beek, the chief of the kir geese 
TARTARS, he was fet upon by feventeen of them, and plundered, nar- 
rowly efcaping with his life. He found means however to make his com- 
plaint to JEAN SEEK, who was gone upon an expedition againft the 
black KHALMUCKS, and obtained reftitution of part of what he had been 
robbed of, with a promife of the remainder, which was never fulfilled. It 
was as good fortune as he could exped to get fafe to Orenburg j and 
from thence in the next fpring he arrived in St. Petersburg, to the great 
fatisfadion of his friends. 

Mr. THOMPSON, whom we left proceeding to Bokhara, gave the fol- 
lowing account of the remainder of his journey : “ I went to azarist, 
thelaft city in the dominions of khieva, and the caravan which I had 
joined, croffed the amo in boats: we travelled five days along the 
“ eaftern banks of that river ; then we provided a fupply of water, and 
entered a fandy defert, taking very little reft till our arrival at bo- 

KHARA. 

“ This is a large and populous city, lying in the latitude 394 three days 
journey to the northward of the river amo : it is the refidence of the 
KHAN, who is entirely abfolute, though his power extends very little be- 

“ yond 
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“ yond the city. The adjacent country is called turkistan, and is go- 
“ verned by feveral seeks, or chiefs, v^ho are wholly independent of each 
“ other, as well as of tlie khan of Bokhara. 

“ The town is fituated on a rifing ground, with a flehder wall of 
earth, and a dry ditch : the houfes are low, and moftly built of mud ; 
but the caravanferais and the mofques, which are numerous, are all of 
“ brick : the bazars, or market-places, have been ftately buildings, but 
are now the greateft part of them in ruins j thefe are generally buUt of 
“ brick and ftone. Here is alfo a ftately building of the fame materials, 
appropriated for the education of priefts, who receive very confiderable 
“ profits by their public difcourfes on the different points of their reli- 
“ gion, which is the fame as that of the Turks. They differ from the 
“ PERSIANS, not only in regard to mahommed’s fucceftbr, but in par- 
“ ticular ceremonies: their hatred to the Persians is much greater 
“ than to the Christians, and they efteem themfelves equally unclean 
“ by touching either of them j never omitting to walh themfelves imme- 
“ diately after leaving their company. 

“ The place is not efteemed unhealthy as to the air and foil ; but the 
“ water is fo very Led, that many of the inhabitants are confined feveral 
“ months in the fuinmer by worms in their flefti, which they call rish- 
“ T AS : fome of thefe, when taken out of their bodies, prove to be above 
“ 40 inches long. There are alfo ferpents and fcorpions which infeft their 
“ houfes, and are very venomous 5 the fting of the fcorpion caufes great 
“ pain, and fometimes death : the moft effeiftual remedy they find for the 
“ immediate cure of this diftemper is to bruife the fcorpion, anJ apply it 
“ to the wound. 

“ The inhabitants of this city are more civilized and polite than thofe 
“ of KHIEVA i but they are alfo cowardly, cruel, effeminate, and extreme- 
“ ly perfidious. Great numbers of jews and aRx\bians frequent this 
place ; though they are much opprefied, and often deprived of their 
“ whole poficifioi'.s by the khan, or his attendants, who feize them at 
their plcafurc ; and notv/itliftanding they pay moft heavy taxesj it is cri- 
“ minal in them to be rich. 


“ The 
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“ The trade of boichara is much declined from what it v/as former- 
“ ly : their produd is cotton, lamb-furrs, down, rice, and cattle j and they 
“ manufadture foap, cotton-yarn, and callicoe, which they carry to Persia, 
“ and receive returns in all forts of manufadtures of that country j fuch as 
“ velvet, filk, cloth, and faflies ; v^oollen-cloth is alfo brought hither from 
** PERSIA, as likewife flialloons, indigo, coral, and cochineal. They have rhu- 
“ barb, mulk, and callorium, and many other valuable drugs from the black 
KHALMUCKS and TASHCUND. Formerly they received lanis-lazuh, 
“ and other precious ftones, from biddukhsiian, the capital of the coun- 
“ try of that name, which is computed fixteen days journey from bo- 
“ KHAR A. But the late wars, and the frequent robberies on the roads 
** make it difficult to procure any of thefe commodities j fo that they are 
‘‘ carried through another channel. The khan and his officers are poffeffed 
“ of veiy rich jewels j but never difpofe of them, unlefs in cafes of the 
“ greateft neceffity, and even then they are jealous of their being carried out 
“ of the country. 

“ They make very little confumption of European commodities : as 
to cloth, they ufe it moftly in caps j but no foreign commodity bears a 
price proportionable to the rifque of bringing it to market. 

“ Their money is ducats of gold, weighing a muscal, or 3 penny- 
weight ENGLISH, alfo a piece of copper, which they call tongas, that 
pafs at 50 to 80 to a ducat, according to their fize. They have no lil- 
ver money of their own coin; but lince nadir shah took this, place, 
the PERSIAN and Indian filver coin is very current amongftthem. 

“The meafure in Bokhara is gaz, equal to 31 inches English; 
■“ but they always meaffire cloth by the Persian meafure of 40 inches. 
“ Their weights are the batmans, containing 16 dru.msers; which laft 
“ they divide into halves, quarters, &c. each drumser containing 1375 
MuscALs, of which 85 4 are equal to a Russian pound; fo that the 
BOKHARiAN BATMAN is above i6 pounds. 

Tile duty, on all imported goods, belonging either to natives or fo- 
‘‘ reigners, is i per cent, and on goods exported 10 per cent. The reve- 

“ venue 
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“ venue from this duty is reckoned 1000 ducats yearly in time of peaccj 

vi'hich but felJom happens. The Persian and tartar languages arc 
“ both fpoken here j but all their writings are in the Persian tongue.” 

Mr. THOMPSON continued at Bokhara till Mayj wdicn he received 
notice that the ARAL tartars had plundered all round khievaj and 
Mr. HOGG, as already related, h.appcned to be an unfortunate fufferer. As 
the TARTARS had befet all the roads, and cut off feveral caravans coming 
from MESCHED, threatening even Bokhara itfelf j Mr. Thompson con- 
tinued impatient till the end of July, having no profpedt during that time 
of travelling with any fecurity. Several people, who had cfcaped from 
KHIEVA gave an account that the ousbegs had recovered that place, and 
deftroyed the Persian i:han with all his attendants. Upon tliis the 
communication with khieva was prohibited, the Persians intending 
them a fecond vifit ; for which purpofe they had ordered provifions for a 
large body of men. 

The road to Persia being now the only fafe way of returning to Rus- 
sia, at length he joined fome merchants, who, having hired people to 
condudl diem through by-roads into Persia, were refolvcd to run all ha- 
zards. He gives the following account of the remainder of his journey, 
“ On the Sth of Augufl we fet out, and travelled eaft, pafling through fc- 
“ veral o use eg villages till the 12 th. After turning to the fouth, and tra- 
“ veiling through deferts we came the i6th to the river amo, and crolfed 
"it at KiRKiE, a fort belonging to the ousbegs, fubjcdl to Persia: 
“ here we p>aid a fmall duty, and procce(.1vd foudi-eafl: througli deferts 
" till the 2lft, when we arrived at anthuy, an ousbeg city 5 coiri.'utcd, 
“ in the dire^H: road, tj be only three days journey from eukh \i’ a. 

"This country was then entirely fubjedt to the pi-:rsians, who carry 
" on a great trade in cattle. Here we were detained ten days, waiting for 
" a caravan, which was difpatchcd the 31ft, when we fet forward, and tra- 
" veiled weft through narrow vallies bounded by high mountains : having 
" paflcd feveral villages which were deferted by theousBECs, we arrived 
" the 6th of September at margiehak, the firft Persian city on that 
VoL. I. Y y " fide. 
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fide- This is a very ftrong place, furroundod by a doulile wall, and 
governed by a khan : it has a garrifonof 500 men, and is defended by 
feveral pieces of cannon. In funimer it is very unhealthy, by reafon of 
" the frequent peftilential winds, which often kill thofe who are expoied 
to them. To fecure themfelves againft this incon/cniency, the people hide 
themfelves under ground, or falling flat on the earth, cover themfelves 
with wet cloatlrs, till thefe winds blow over- The cattle which are 
moft expofed, are generally deftroyed by thefe winds, though they are 
but of a Ihort continuance. During our ftay here, which was only four 
days, moft of the people in the caravans fell fick, and great part of the 
cattle, which was their chief merchandize, died. 

On the I ith we travelled ftill weft, through dry and landy deferts, 
where we got only two pots of water during four days, and this was fo 
bitter, and fmelt fo ftrong of fulphur, that tlae cattle would h^dly drink 
•*' it. On the 15th, continuing our journey by a high ridge of rocks, and 
a fmall rivulet of fait water, we came at length into a beaten road. We 
“ paired through many villages, tlie greateft part of which were deferted j 
thofe which were inhabited being chiefly Afghans, brought from the 
new- conquered dominions. The country hereabouts is very dry, bar- 
" ren, and mountainous. 

“ September the 2 2d, we arrived at mesched, the capital of khora- 
SAN, and the favourite city of nadir. It was at this time governed 
by his fon riza kouli myrza : it is fituated to tlie north of a ridge 
■“ of mountains, and is well fupplied with water, which is brought hither 
“ in an aqueduS from a great diftance : in time of peace it is a place of 
** great trade, caravans are employed daily from Bokhara, balkh, 
BiDDUKHSHAN, KANDAHAR, and INDIA j as well as from all parts of 
PERSIA. The BAZARS, or market-places, are large and well built, 
filled with rich merchandize, and frequented by great numbers of people 
“ of diffeient nations. There were computed about ninety caravanferais 
in this city, all in good repair. Great numbers of people were fent hi- 
ther by nadir shah from all parts of Persia, as well as from the 
new-conquered dominions j and all other means were ufed to make it a 

** ilourifla- 



Chap.LIIl. A JOURNEY FROM, &c. 357 

flourifliing city: it is 14 days journey diftant from Bokhara by the 
“ diredt road, 20 from balkh, 26 from biddukhshan, and 30 from 

" KANDAHAR.” 

The account which Mr. van mierop gave of the trade of mesched 
three years afterwards plainly fhews how rapid a progrefs nadir shah 
made in the ruin of Persia, even of this favourite city. 


CHAP. LIII. 

A fuccinSi account of the dijla7ices and appearance of the country het'weeu 
CASEIN aiid MESCHED, US reported by Mr. van mierop. 

A S I have already given fome idea of the nature of the country be- 
tween RESHD and CASE IN, the following extract of Mr. van 
M iEROP's journal will exhibit a view of the country from casbin to me- 
sched, which was defigned to have been the great mart for our Caspian 
trade. 

“ From CASBIN we pafled over a large plain that produced nothing but 
“ thiftles, which the inhabitants ufe as fuel, and food for camels. After 
“ travelling about 25 English miles w'e arrived at the village shekendie, 
“ Our journey lay ftiU through the plauis, on which are fever al fpots of 
“ arable land: we travelled 30 miles, and finilhed our ftage at the cara- 
“ vanferai yengi imam j continuing yet on the fame plain as far as the 
“ caravanferai cara, 30 miles : the next day we paiTcd over feveral bridges 
“ and fmall rivers, and advanced 30 miles to TiEinu an, in all about 1 1 5 
“ miles, the country being bordered by high mountains on the north and 
“ fputh from casbin. Tjehiran is a city inclofed with a wall of earth, 
“ which has many round turrets ; but the whole is much decayed : here 
“ we found provifions in plenty, and the bread exceeding good. 

“ Our nextftage was 35 miles diftant to the great caravanferai kebud 
“ humbed, near which is a lofty turret covered with glazed tiles. The 

^ See this account vol, IL p, 24* 
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foil is indifferently fertile, but not fufficicntly watered. From hence 
“ we travelled to evanckeffj the land was rich and well vratcred, but 
“ uncultivated. The next day we advanced 30 miles to the village kar.i, 
“ pafling by a rock of fait, which is covered with a thin coat of earth 
and mofiy fnbftance. From hence we proceeded 2 miles to the village 
*' PAHDE, where we found the country well cultivated, and abounding in 
water. Dehmameck caravanferai is the next ftage, at the diilance of 
'‘20 miles, the land hereabout is either clay or gravel, and the water 
“ fo fait that we could not drink it. From thence to tlie village poch- 
“ LAKABA is 30 miles; the road lies on a plain, which is interfedted by 
fcveral ridges of fmall hills. The village desorge lay in our way at 
‘‘ the diftance of ten miles, the road of gravel, and very ftony. From 
thence, at the foot of feveral hills, we travelled 1 5 miles to semnoh, 
“ where it is fiippofed Mr. grasme was murdered. Afcending the hills 
we proceeded 35 miles to the caravanferai ahuan ; thence travelling 
“ over feveral hills and valleys for 24 miles, we came to the caravanferai 
KOSHAW, fituated in an extended plain, on which are different villages 
** in a rich arable and well watered country. 

“Leaving the road which lead’s to mazanderan, we travelled 2g 
“ miles over a fertile country to damgoon This has formerly been a 
“ very neat town,, but now three quarters of it are in ruins : the country from 
“ hence is more ffony and barren. Travelling under the mountains on the 
“ north fide of us for 33 miles, we came to demonlah. The country 
“ from hence to bekeist is well peopled and watered, and the foil rich; 
“ from the lafl: mentioned place the plain rifes with a gradual afeent to 
the hills on the fouth. We travelled thence 40 miles to mey a mey ; 
“ our rout lay along the fide of the hills, where we found a number of 
“ people from kouhestan, living in. tents made of black hair cloths; 
“ having travelled 50 miles we arrived at the caravanferai of meondasht. 
“ From hence to abasabad is, with variety of foils,, 25 miles: We 

® This was the TriTcr who firft fet^ut with johnelton, ^ Here was fought the memorable 

■brittle between the PE R.S IANS and the Afghans in 171-9, which reinftatcd ttf hmas, De lisle 
oiAcco this town much farther to the weftwatd* 

“ palled. 
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'=•' p.ified feveral hills of a flaty copper-coloured ftone, and advanced ten 
“ miles to a river upon which is a bridge called pulabrishim, near 
“ the village mezinan. The waters which flow from the mounL^ins on 
the north fide are extremely fait, and come down with that impttuofi- 
ty as frequently to overflow the bridge. The country hereabout was 
“ rich and populous, being covered with villages, and abundance of cattle. 
“ We went on 23 miles to the caravanferai tavrize, which was new and 
clean j from thence to the village mehor is 6 miles. 


“ Faffing over a fertile and well- manured country through chosrogerd, 
we advanced 18 miles to sebsawar'^, which is a confiderable walled- 
town, and has a good market from hence we pafled over a plain, and 
** feveral fmall hills, 33 miles to the caravanferai safrani ; leaving this 
pLice, and pafling over hills and plains 21 miles to iiauzesink, we 
“ proceeded to an encampment, moft of tlie people here living in tents. 
Our next ftage was 3 1 miles, through a populous country well watered, 
and abounding in corn, to nishaboor, which we found well inhabited, 
and in pretty good condition j and though fmall, it has a good market- 
place. From hence to kademgah is 21 miles, through a country di- 
“ verfified with hills and plains j near this place is a mofque covered with 
“ blue-glazed tiles, which the Persians hold in fome veneration. From 
hence there is a fliort cut over the hills to mesched, but it is paflable 
“ only in fummer. Our next journey w^as 21 miles over ftony plains and 
“hills to the caravanferai tikir davidj thence 21 miles over the 
“ north part of the hills to the caravanferai gumbezdiras j from thence 
“ crofs fleep ftony hills 27 miles to the caravanferai tulook j from 
“ thence over a plain, it is 6 miles to mesched. The whole difiance 
“ from RESHD is 78a English miles according to the nearell compu- 
“ tation we could make firom the hours we were on the road, ahvays trar • 
veiling an equal pape.” 

^ Here shah t jt.hmas was confined. « This feems lo be rather too large a computation,-, 

onlefs we -allow for a great circuit. 
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CHAP. LIV. 


Extract of a journal^ relating to the rout of Russian embajfy into 
PERSIA in 1746 j ‘With a defcription of the countries from astrachan 
as far as derbend. 

» T T ER imperial majefly Elizabeth petrowna, emprefs of all 
“ JTA the RussiAS, having been pleafed to fend an embaify to nadir 
“ SHAH of PERSIA, his exceilency knez galitzen received a commif- 
fion for this purpofe. 

“ The prefents intended for the Persian monarch, confifted of clocks, 
watches, gold lilver and pinchbeck fnuflf-boxes, fet with ftones, or 
“ embofled ; toys, rich filks, brocades, embroidered works j twenty fine 
« horfes of English, Spanish, german, Italian, Turkish, and 
“ PERSIAN breed: thefe were, for the moft part, fent by feato ghilan. 
“ The embaflador had a coach, as well as riding-horfes, prepared for bim^ 
and his retinue had feveral other vehicles for baggage, provifions, 
and water. The perfons appointed to attend tlie embafiadcH: were the 
“ phyfician, furgeon officers of the emballador’s houfehold, keeper of 
" the chancery, fecretary, writers, all in number eighteen j he had 30 do- 
meftics, a guard of two troops of horfe, and 60 fufileers. 

“ His excellency departed from astrachan the 24th of September 
“ 1746, and crofling the Volga, encamped on the weftern fide of that 
“ river. The next day we diredted our journey northward on the banks of 
“ the VOLGA for about four werlls, and then turned to the weft upon the 
“ top of a fandy hill covered on each fide with lakes of freffi water j to 
“ the fouth of it there was plenty of grafs for our horfes. The moon rifing, 
“ in the evening we decamped, diredting our coaft weftward in a deep 
“ fandy road, leaving feveral lakes of frelh water to the fouth-eaft j and 

» This journal being defeflive in feme particulars, I have taken the liberty of inferting fome de- 
feriptions taken from other authorities equally good. 

^ Dr. COOKE, now a graduate phylician in Scotland, to whom I am obliged for the journal 
above mentioned. 

early 
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early the next morning, the 26th, we pitched our tents near the lake 
BAHUSHY, which is brackifli water, having travelled about 30 werfts 
from our lafc ftage. The country here aiFords little more than worm- 
wood, and fuch like herbs, which delight in a fandy and warm foil im- 
pregnatcd with fait. The reeds which grow here ferve as food for the 
“ horfes of the khalmucks, and other tartars, the leaves thereof be- 
ing more grateful to them than grafs. Our road lying fouthward, we 
proceeded on our journey through a fandy country, abounding in lakes 
« of brackifli water j the banks have plenty of liquorifli and marfli tre- 
foil. In the evening we encamped near the lake bashmachah, 70 
“werfts from astracviAn, where we fell in with a body of khal- 
mucks, who had feveral droves of cattle; this put us under the ne- 
ceffity of tloubling our watch, to prevent their ftealing any of our horfes. 
The weather was cold, and the wind railing the fand and dull, made 
our journey painful. 

“ The 27th we encamped on the fouth-fide of a barren mountain, 
with a lake of brackifli water at the foot of it 5 and then diredthig our 
“ courfc fouthward, we tiuvclled over a fandy country to a lake of water 
“ more potable than any we load yet met with'; here tlie plains produce 
grafs, 

“ The 28th, Juft as the fun appeared at the verge of the horizon we 
“ encamped near the caravanferai sizellee, near which is a lake of po- 
table water lying eaft and v/eft, where we filled fourteen large caflcs. 
At this interval w’e faw a great party of tartars riding on dromeda- 
“ rics, and armed with fabres, bows and arrows; allb a body of khal- 
MUCKS armed and mounted on horfcback ; but they did not fecni 
inclined to interrupt our march. From this place we took our courle 
fouthward over hills which abound in antilopes ®. Thence we proceeded 
to DEWRALY, which is covered by high fandy hills to the nordi eaft 
and fouth-weft. The reader will obferve, that tliough here are a few 
“ caravanferais, the country has no fixed inhabitants. We now reckoned 
cmrfelves to be near 160 werfts from astrachan. 


^ Tlic RUSSIANS and tartars call ttiexa 


« The 
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The next day we travelled 27 wcrlls, and were Jicccllkated to encamp 
on the top of a fandy hill, having fome marfliy ground below it, where 
“ we found reeds and grafs, v^ith a lalce of brackiih water to the eartvvard. 
“ From hence we had an extenlive view of a defert, on which not a 
“ flrrub was to be feen, and very little grafs. 

“ The 30th we departed from hence, our journey ftill lying through a 
“ a hilly and fandy country, much the fame as has been already deferibed, 
“ except that the fand was brov/ner, and, what neceflarily drew our atten- 
“ tion, was mixed with a great number of broken fea-fliclls, which lay 
“ in waves, as fnow driven by the wind. We found here feveral fprings 
of frefh water, but fo choaked with fand, that they were of little ufe 
“ to us. Here is alfo a great quantity of moor-fowl, whofe feathers are 
“ brown, and beautifull/ fpotted with white, but fo wild that we could 
“ not kill any of them: the Russians call this place ederoine. Our 
“ next encampment was on a plain, where we had not the relief of any 
“ kind of water. 

“ Odlober the ift, we travelled 17 werfts, and encamped on a riling 
“ ground on the fide of a lake of brackifla water, which our cattle would 
‘‘ hardly drink. After paffing the river kuma, which is computed 3 50 
“ w’erfts from astrachan, the country is not fo hilly 3 and as we advanced 
“ fouthward, it abounded more in verdure. The grafs we found here 
“ was highly welcome to our cattle, which had fuffered very much for , 
“ want of provender. We encamped near the lake adack, whofe waters 
are fait, and where die gnats were fo numerous, that we were obliged 
“ to make fires round our encampment, and fuffer the inconvenience of 
“ fmoak, rather than of thofe vexatious infefts. 

‘‘ The 2d, we found frefli water, which our horfes had not tailed for 
“ four dajj's: here peter the great left three large bombs eroded on 
“ each other, as a kind of monument of his having pafled that way, and 
“ probably with an intent that the fight of fuch inftruments of death 
“ might give the roving tartars the higher idea of his military power. 
From thence travelling to the hill ali shah, we met a detachment of 

“ forty 
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forty RUSSIAN dragoons from kislar, who brought with tlietn feventy 
horfes for the ufe of the embalTador. 

The 3d, Our courfe lay through a barren plain to the hnall river be- 
“ KiSHEFF MOYAK, on the banks of which the tartars report that 
“ poifonous herbs grow, which kill their cattle. Upon examination we 
“ found it to be only the fmall fort of kali ‘ s and, to convince them of 
their miftake, fome of us eat of it. The fadt is, that horfes coming 
“ from astrachan, and fuffering extremely for want of grafs and water, 

“ are by the unflcilfulnefs of their riders, fuffered to eat and drink too 
* much. The whole country between astrachan and this place is 
“ impregnated with fait, and fome of the lakes are covered with it, inlb- 
much that at certain feafons it is thick enough to bear a man or a horfe; 

" thus if it is confidered, what a quantity of undiilblved fait muft line the 
ftomach and guts of thefe animals, their blood-velfels being allb fatu- 
rated with it, it is eafy to imagine what mifehief it muft create, when 
the veflels come to be diftended beyond their natural ipring, at the fame 
« time that many of their excretions are ftopped up. We could not dif- 
« cover that horfes coming from kislar are fubjedl to the fame mif- 
fortune as here, -and by the precaution we took, though we had 350 
“ horfes, not one of them died. 

“The 3d, we travelled on the banks of the fmall river beckechay, 
“ which being covered with verdure, and the waters traniparent, as the 
“ fmall rivers here for tlie moft part are, afforded us great delight. This 
“ country abounds witli foxes, hares, and pheafants. Hence we paffed 
“ the river boros da, which being more confidcrable than the others, wc 
“ w’^ere obliged to ufe a bridge of timber, and incamping in a marfliy 
“ ground on the fouth-fide of the river, the next day, the 4th, W’e arrived 
“ at kislar, which is computed 500 werfts from astrachan. 

“Kislar ftands on the river tereck, fometimes called the river kiz-* 
“ lar, tliough a barrier againft the tar tars, it is a very mean place: at the 
“ weft end of the old town there is a fortification with a deep broad ditch 
** flanked with counterfearps. Here are commonly 506 foldiers from the 
' Or ALKALI, glafs-wQit, tlie alh of this is ufed in tnaking glafs and foap. 

- VoL. I. Z z “ 
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garrifonof astrachan, and, upon feme occalions, three or four march- 
ing regiments, with four or fivethoufaud cossacks, who are christi- 
ANSjbefides Circassian tartars’^; the latter are commanded by their 
“ BEHtTRiCH, or chief, and are the proj.ier inhabitants of this countiy ; 
“ thej^ are a well-made people, particularly their women, who are alfo 
** comely and chafte. The men are reckoned more warlike than the don 
COSSACKS, though they acknowledge that courage is lefs efteemed 
amongft them than in former days. They were conquered by ivan 
** WASsiLowiTz, but have been indulged in the ufe of their own religion, 
** which is mahommedan, they have two mofques a little weftward of 
“ KiSLAR, and alfo nine villages*. They acknowledge fubjedion to her 
“ imperial majefty, to which they are very faithful, though they com- 
plain of the oppreffion of the Russian governors who are fet over them. 

** About 30 werlls to the fouth-weft of kislar, on the firll: circas- 
SIAN mountain lying on the fouth of the river tereck, there is a well 
about 40 fathom perpendicular, from which ilTues boiling water 
*‘into aftone bafon, which foon falls down a precipice near 30 fathoms 
into the tereck, in fufficient quantities to turn the wheel of a mill. 
The TARTARS convey it alfo into pits, and find great relief in many 
complaints from bathing in it. Amongft feveral experinients which the 
“ furgeon made of this water, he found that after it was bottled up 
clofe for a fhort time, the fmell of the naptha went off. Near this, 
hill are feven Iprings of the fame kind of water, and alfo one 
which appears to be impregnated with allom, being fo acid and re- 
ftringent as not to be borne long in the mouth. The furgeon made ai- 
fo an experiment of the heat of the well-water, by boiling a fowl in it 
** in nine minutes j this fudden codion feemed to be caufed by the quan- 
“ tity of naptha, of which the water is impregnated, as is obvious from the 
fmell of it. Not far diftant there are feveral fmall pits dug in the earth, 
“ in which there is fait of the utmoft brightnefs and purity of colour, 
which diflblves in th,e mouth inftantaneoufly, giving a very pungent fen- 

*' Part of the Circassians of kabardinia are under the protedion of Russia ; but the major 
part acknowledge the fovereignty of the Turks. 

* The RUSSIANS call thefe gresikskib. 


fatloJi. 
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“ fation. Though the weather was now very cold, the warmth of thefe 
“ wells of hot water produced near them the verdure and flowers of 
fpring, and a great concourfe of frogs. About half a mile weftward of 
this hill are 7 wells of naptha, in which the wild fwine delight to lie; 
the TARTARS ufe it for their lamps, and for the axle-trees of their 
“ carts. At the back of thefe mountains are the Circassian tartars, 
of whom feme are fubjcd to Russia j their country extends weflward 
“ towards the pal us mjeotis. Of thefe, we were aflured, feme are 
“ pagans, and worfliip a tree, and the head of a goat ^ 

“ January the 4th, 1747, after fpending our time for three months as 
“ well as fuch a place would admit, having been much confined for fear 
“of the roving tartars j the embaifador now received notice, that 
“ an efcort of Persians, reported to be 12,000 men, was come on the 
“ RUSSIAN frontier to meet him. We therefore fet forward, and tra- 
“ verfing a marfliy and woody ground, which the fnow had rendered al- 
“ moll impalTable, we encamped on the fouth-eaft fide of the fmall river 
“ BURGiNE, where the Russians keep an advanced guard. The 5th, 
“ the country being covered with fnow, made our journey laborious. 
“ Faffing the river stzutz ja, we encamped on the banks of the axan ®. 

“ Though it had frozen but four days, we pafled over the ice on the 
“ AXAN without the leall danger, and on the 6th arrived at a tartar 
“ town under the Russian protedionj though otherwife a kind of inde- 
pendent Hate. The prince of it V;?as called ali sheff : it Hands on a 
“ high bank on the north fide of the river ahraiiin, and contains about 
“ 300 houfes i the walls of which are of clay whitened with lime. The 
inhabitants are the molt acute thieves in the world, infomuch that the 
utmoll precaution we could ufe, was not fufficient to prevent their pilfer*- 
ing usj and near to this is another tartar village fubjeft to the Rus- 
“ siANS, called andrewska. The next day we palled the ford’ of ^aN- 
“ rahin, which is about 300 paces broad, and the flre^uji rkpid: then 

* A FRENCH miffionaTy, whom I knew in Persia, oiFered to go anjongft theft people^ but he 
faid the RusfriANS were jealous. 

By th^ PRUSSIANS fometlmes called oxi mi 

Zz z 
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‘‘ dlreding our courfe eaftward, we arrived near the antient sulak, where 
“flood a fortification formerly belonging to the Russians^. On the 
** banks of the ahrahin grows plenty of fliort wood, which is very hea- 
“ vy, and the bark of it being taken off, is of a beautiful variegated co- 
lour. Proceeding on our journey through a wood of oaks intwined 
“ with vines, we reached the fmall river terscaly, which is called tlie 
boundary of the Russian dominion towards Persia ; though we might, 
** with more propriety fay, towards daghestan, the country of tlie 
“ LESGEE TARTARS j for they have not acknowledged fubjedtion to per— 
“ sia. Here fevcral Persian officers, attended by a guard, came to 
“ compliment the embaflador on his arrival. This river, though fmall, 
“ is rapid, and even in the fumnier feafon not fordable towards noon j for 
« as the flupendous mountains, which almoft furround it, are ever covered 
“with fnow, when the fun ads intenfely, torrents of water- fall from, 
them 

“ The 9th, we encamped a fliort mile from the Persian ar- 
“my. A detachment of our cossacks being fent for fuel, one of 
“’them was fhot dead through the body with a fingle ball. The iith, 
** we joined the Persians, and marching under the mountains bischans- 
“ KY, we pitched our tents on a plain ground. The next day our road 
** was alfo on a pfain, having feme lakes of water on the eafl, and lofty 
mountains on the weft. Several camels belonging to the Persians 
“.dropped with fatigue, and they either cut their throats, or ham-ftrung 

^ ** This foilification was intended to awe the Circassian tartars as far as tarku, as they 
fiequently made inroads into the lower countries. At bonack the Russians built another fort, 
“v/ithaview to preferve the* comnmnication between Russia and derbend. From- thence to 
*^SHABRAN quite to baku I never learnt that they built any fortifications, or that the lesgee 
** TARTARS troubled them with any vilits. The country from kjslar quite to reshd was undcir 
•''the RUSSIAN fubje£lion, in confequence of the conqueft made by peter the great; it is 
“ bounded by the mountains- on the weft, and by the Caspian on the eaft. The chief towns are 
tarku, boynak^ derbend, BAKU, ASTARA, keskar, and reshd, and their dependencies. 
Some of the inhabitants of the MocAN^plains, it is alfo faid, acknowledged the fovereignty of ru;5l- 
** SIA, and paid fome fmall tribute. 

* The gentleman who obliged me with the journal, being a north britok, takes notice that the 
highlands oTscotbano are but as mole- hills tathefc mountains. 

“ tliem. 
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« diem, that the tartars might not, on their recovery, receive any be- 
nefit. 


"The 1 3th, Yefterday and'to-day we pafled through feveral trafts of arable 
" land, the road being indifferently good till we arrived on the north fide of 
" the mountain t arku, whole fummit appears like a table j its higheft fide 
“ declines towards the lofty mountains already mentioned ; there is ano- 
" ther large rock on the furface of it in an orbicular form : this is fepa- 
rated from the other mountains by a deep valley. About two miles- 
" from the fea is a beautiful plain; near the foot of- the mountain were 
" vineyards and gardens of fruit, which the Persians entirely cut dowm. 
" for the ufe of the embaflador and his retinue; alledging however thaf 
"the TARTARS had killed or ftolcn 15 Persians belonging to their • 
" body the night before ; for though thefe villagera profefs fubjedion to • 
" the PERSIANS, yet whenever an opportunity offers to commit any hofHr 
« lity in a fecrct manner, they feldom decline their antient cuftom. 

" On the declivity of this hill are three tartar villages about an 
" ENGLisH'mile diflantfrom each other, which contained about 1 000 fouls; 
" and notwithflanding their vicinity, were in a ftate of war. The tar- 
" TAR princes, who formerly extended their dominions as far as the black 
" fea, it is faid, chofe this hill as their refidence, which is the more pro- 
" babk' from the feveral extenfive burial-places near, it, where are many 
" monuments of ftone, with hieroglyphics exprefling the charadcrs and 
** profeffions of the deceafed. In this place the lesgees attacked PExbR 
" the GREAT in 1722, when he marched an army into Persia; and, ac- 
*' cording to fome reports, they killed no lefs than 300Q Russians. Some 
.« part of the embaifador’s retinue went to the neareft village, and were ci- 

villy treated ; the tartars offered them two large loaves of bread, in 
" exchange, for a gun flint. 


" The i6th, leaving tarku, and pafling over feveral ftony hills, we 
pitched our tents on the high banks of the little river, manas, and 
" fiiom thence through deep vallies, which made the journey tedious, into 
f*-an open plain where the Russian army in 1722,. Wiis again attacked. 
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by the tartars, who were foon rcpulfed. A dc.tachmcnt of them 
now took their (land upon an eminence near boynak. Not far from 
this place the polish embafiador, in his return from Persia in 1639, 
having, by his fault or misfortune, quarrelled with the inhabitants, was 
cut off with his whole retinue, three only excepted, who efcaped into 
PERSIA. Nor were the hols te in embaffadors in lefs perplexity the 
“■ year before, when all their prudence and refolution feemcd neceffary to 
ward off the blow which they had reafon to apprehend from the da- 
GESTAN TARTARS. Things indeed were now very differently circum- 
“ ftanced, not only with regard to the terror of the Russian arms in ge- 
neral, but alfo of the neighbourhood of the Russian garrifons. 

“The 17th we paffed by an old Persian caftle, near which we view- 
“ ed the plains where nadir shah loff a great number of His forces three 
“years before in the rebellion of shirvan, in which the lesgees took 
“ part. This country is well Rocked with wild hogs and elks j' we killed 
“ a very large boar that we roufed in the midft of our camp. 

“ The 1 8th, our courfe lay along the fide of low fandy hills to the eaft- 
■“ ward of us, and we encamped in a plain where nadir shah had built 
“ a fortto awe the tartars, but it was now deferted. Here we found great 
“ plenty of game, as fwine, deer, elks, hares, foxes, and fliackals, with abun- 
dance of partridges, pheafants, quails, wild geefe, ducks, and other fowls. 
“ The next day we travelled over a country more cultivated j and paffing by 
“ a Well of hot water, we pitched our tents on the declivity of derbend hill, 
“ the city appearing about two miles diftance. From hence are feen feve- 
“ ral turrets yet perfed, which the Persians pretend are part of a wall 
“ built by ALEXANDER the great, from hence quite to the black fea. 
The mountains here make a very aweful appearance, reaching above the 
clouds, fi) that their fiimmits are hardly vifible in the cleareft weather. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LV. 

A continuation of the Russian embajfy. Defcription of derbend and tts^ 
confines. An account of the government ^ drefsfreligtonf foil^ trade^^c^ 
,of the LESGEE tartars.. 

ec rT-»HE 20th of January 1747, we pitched our tents under the fouth-^ 
“ A wall of DERBEND t the embaffador would have preferrSi that fi- 
tuation to the city, where he could not have accommodated all his guard f 
“ and retinue i had there been no objedion to their admittance. 

“ A city of fuch great antiquity as this, and fo often mentioned by hif- 
“ torians, deferves more than common attention, efpecially as it is the on- 
« ly place now ftanding upon the fhores of -the Caspian fea, which has- 
“ any th ing to boaft-of. It is natural to- believe, that hiftorians often bor- 
row from each other, few taking the pams to examine into a fad, the ■ 
reality of which no one has pretended to confute. -The curious will find ‘ 
** many circumftances to incline their belief, that derbend was built by 
ALEXANDER .the GREAT.*. They do not however afcribe tlie whole 
“ to him, but' the highefl; and ftrongeft part which is to the weftward.- 

This city has often changed its matter, having been feveral times in the 
« hands of the Turks j the tartars alfo are faid to have had polTeffion 
of it. The RUSSIANS kept it. for feveral years during this century j and 
now it is again in the hands of the Persians. According to the neareft 
computation, it is about 3 English miles in length, but in breadth not 
exceeding half a mile. It extends itfelf -from the verge of the ttiore 
“ due weft up to the foot of a lofty mountain, the whole on a declivity j 
“ and its natural fituation is fuch as to form in ttrid propriety, the gates of 

* When PET^R the great returned from his Persian war, the greateft motive to triumph 
cd to be the receipt of the filver key of oerbsnx>, which was delivered to him, and which ifl a pom^ 
pous manner was cariied before him when he entered Mosco; and the foundation of oh r bend 
being alcribed to Alexander the great, this gave occafion to the following infeription on one 
©f me triumphal arches ereded on this occaiion : 

StrVXerat hanC fortls, tenet 
hauC, feD fbrtlor VrbehJ* 
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PERSIA on tills fide 5 for there is no pafiage to the welhvard without 
going deep into the mountains, which are guarded by their proper inha- 
bitants, who have not fubmitted to the Persian yoke. This place is di- 
^ vided into three quarters, appropriated to difFcreait purpofes, each having 
‘‘•their diftind: walls, w'hich ferve alfo to render the ground more equal 
“ on the declivity. 

“ The upper town, which is about half a mile fquare, conftitutes the cita- 
del, and is incomparably the ftrongeft. As the Persians have been in war 
“ with the TARTARS for feveral years, they are extremely jealous j info- 
“ mudi that fome of the embaflador’s people, who approached the exte- 
“ rior part of the walls of the citadel, were beat olF with ftones, and feveral 
mufquets difeharged at them. No perfon is permitted to enter it but 
thefoldiers which belong to the garrifon, except upon extraordinary oc- 
“ cafions. The citadel has its difunct governor, with whom the other does 
not interfere : they mount about 40 pieces of cannon j but what their 
firength otherwife was, we had no opportunity of .obferving. 

The walls of the middle town are about 30 feet high, near 20 feet 
thick at the foundation, and 1 2 or 15 in the upper part, having a breaft- 
work of about 3 feet thick, and port-holes at convenient diftances for 
mufquets, or bows and arrows : It is defended alfo by about 60 flanking 
“ baftions, for the mofl: part fquare, but of greater ufe againfl: the tar- 
TARS than they could be to oppofe an European army. The walls are 
“ made of a Ihelly flone, which appears to be a compofition of fea- 
“ {hells very ftrongly cemented. How nature has produced thefe,or whether 
“ they remained from the deluge, we muft leave the curious to determine j 
“ only obferving, that fuch {hells do not appear on any of the Caspian 
{hores. It is certain however diat the rocks about the town are of the 
“ fame compofition, which, though hard as a flone, has a different pro- 
“ perty, inafmuch as a cannon-ball has no other effedt, than to make an 
imprefiicn of its own diameter'’. 

« The 

1 Captain wood roof e, from whom I take part of this account, fays thefe ftones in the out- 
J&de are for the moft part of two or three tons in meafqrement, and fome yet more weighty. 

T’hcy 



Chap. LV. EMBASSADOR TO PERSIA IN 1744. s; : 

“ The gates of the city have very ilrong and \^'ell-made arches, with 
“ Aiding holes to Aioot arrows, or throw down great ftones on the enemy. 
“ In the middle city they are not fcrupulous of admitting foreigners. The 
“ ftreets are not regular, nor are they paved at prefent, though they have 
“ been fo formerly j many of the houfes are fupported on one Ade by Aae 
“ hill 5 but numbers are fallen down, and the greateft part in ruins. It 
“ is hardly poAible to defcribe the miferies which this place fuffered about 
“ four years before, when nadir shah came in perfon againih the les- 
“ OEES j we faw a fpecimen of it by thecarcafes of horfes, and other ani- 
“ mals, which were fuffered to remain in the ftreets, and in ruined houfes. 
“ We found alfo in this town about 500 men, whofe eyes nadir shah 
“ had caufed to be put out at one time. Here is a very magnificent mofque, 
the roof of which is fuppoi'ted by 84 arches : nadir shah converted it 
'' into a magaz^rxe- j We went into it onhorfeback without giving any kind 
of oiFencei Here arefeveral caravanferais that belong to the Armenians, 
“ and are much the beft:. 

“ The eaftermoft part of the lower city is waftied by the fea, the rifing 
** of which has, of late years, made no fmall impreftion upon the walls, 
“ Thefe are guarded by two round baftions, without which there was for- 
“ merly a harbour for fmall veffels. It was not till of late that this lower towa 
“ had any inhabitants; but nadir, having built apalace in it, caufed feveral 
" flrcets of houfes alfo to be eredted, with a view to eftablifti a confidera- 
“ ble commerce in the city, which he made a free port ^ Plere peter 
the GREAT eftabliftied his principal magazines; and the Persian foldiers 
“ now keep their flocks in this part of the city ; but the- tartars, ei- 
“ ther by undermining or fcaling the walls, frequently make incurfions in 
« tlie night in fmall parties, carrying away whatever they meet with. 

They are very well jointed, and regularly laid. Olearius remarked in rC 5 S, that a man mi^ht 
judge the wall to be built of the beft and faireft kind of free-ftonej but coming near, h^ fays they 
appeared to be ** mufcle Ihclls and pieces of frec-ftone beaten and moulded like brick, which time -has 
produced to a hardnefs beyond that of marble; ” but there is no doubt they are of the fame nature 
as fome of the adjacent rocks. 

^ This is the building which rendered the turks fo fcrupulous of yielding up the city to peter 

the GREAT. 

« This feems to have been a well concerted fcheme towards the reduftion of the lesoee tar tafs^ 

Vox. L A -a a “ The 
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“ The cruelties which are reciprocally exercifed between the Persians- 
“ and LESGEES are hardly to be conceived: fuch as are taken and fufpe^l- 
“ ed of being fpies, have their eyes put out, and are turned out of the ci- 
“ ty : many who are made prifoners in battle, have both their arms cut off, 
“ and fuch as are taken in their flight have frequently their legs cut 
*' offi and are left to expire in the field in thefe mifcrable circum- 
“ fiances, unlefs they are fecretly and accidentally relieved by their coun- 
“ trymen. The leaders of them they decapitate, and throw their heads 
into a heap in the manner tlrey pile flrot 

On the fouthfide of derbend are many vineyards and gardens, which 
“ are -continued for near 8 miles to the fouthwardj but thefe,, as well as 
“ their arable, lands, have partaken the common fate of war. On both . 
*' fidcs of the city, on the declivity of the hill, are many antient bui'ial- 
*' places j, and the PERSIANS report, that of thefe are notlefs than 40 belonging 
*' to CHRISTIAN TARTAR princcs, whohave died fighting for their religion. 

There are many antient tomb-ftones, from 6 to 9, feet long, which co- 
** ver the graves, with inferiptions not intelligible to any of the prefent in- 
habitants. The Persians^ who deal much in the marvellous, endea- 
“ vour.ed to perfuade us, that thefe ftones were cut in length exaftly to the 
“ fiature of the deceafed *. 

“ As the neighbourhood of this city is the country of the lesgee 
*' tartars j before we depart from hence, it is neceflfary we fliould fay 
fomething concerning them, and .the more as they are well known to 
** be fome of the braveft people in the world. Their country extends 
fouth fi-om near the latitude of tarku about 40 leagues, and 25 wefi- 
“ ward. They are under feveral different chiefs who, in cafe of dan- 
ger to their common liberty, unite their forces. Some few of tlicm have 
“ been occafionally fubjedled to the Persians j but tlie caracaita®, 
and their neighbours to the north and weft of the Persian dominions, 

^ Captain woodroofe, who was fome time at derbend during the war with the tartars, 
makes this report. ® According to wood roof e’s account. 

^ The governors of diltrifls, fome of whom pay homage to the Persians; thofe are called 
<chemkai.i,s* > A fpcciesof lesgees fo called. ' , 

it 
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“ it does not appear, at any period of time, that they have ever fubmitted. 
“ Indeed their lituation is fuch, with regard to the natural bulwarks of 
“ their mountains, that fo long as they retain their virtue, they can hardly 
“ be enllaved : their chief is called ousmai, Olearius gives an account 
“ of the humourous manner of their chufing the schemkale. This is 
done by the prieft throwing a golden apple in a ring, round which the 
" candidates are feated, and the perfon whom it flops at, becomes their 
fovereign j but as they live under a kind of a republican government, the 
** diflindlion paid him is not very conliderable. 

“ Thefe people are able to bring 30 or 40 thoufand men into the 
“ field. The refidence of the ousmai is about 30 English miles north-weft 
" of DERBEND. They have had frequent w'ars with the Persians, and 
“ laftly with NADi^t shah, who, with 1 5,000 men, purfued a large body 
of them intofhe hills ; but was at length glad to retreat, after fuftaining 
“ a very confiderable lofs. Several Persians, who were taken prifbners 
*' on that occafion, were cruelly maimed in their nofes, ears, or eyes, and 
fent to NADIR witli meffages of defiance. 

“ Thefe people are often guilty of rapine, npt only in the low-lands, 
“ and in large bodies, but alfo in flying parties, pillaging the Armenians 
“ and GEORGIANS, whofe trade brings them between baku and derbendj 
“ otherwife they are often obliged to pay a heavy contribution for a fafe 
“ convoy. Thefe tartars are however remarkable in this, that if 
” any ftranger travelling into their country, or On the borders of it, 

, “ feeks their protedtion, and chufes a guide from among them, let him 
“ meet never fo ftrong a party, it is enough if the guide declares that the 
ftranger is his guefts for they are hardly known to violate tlie laws 
of hofpitality in any inftance of this nature. 

In their perfons they are well made, of good flature, and extremely 
*' adtive; their countenance is fwarthy, their features regular, and their 
** eyes black, and full of life. 

** Their drefs refembles the Greek or ARABIAN manner, many of 
^ them wearing the kune kind of drawers reaching down to their ancles. 

A a a a Their 
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Their caps are not fo lofty as thofe of the Persians, neither do all of- 
« them wear their beards, fome preferring whiikers only. 

They live after the manner of the Persians, profefling the mahomme- 
DAN religion i but at the fame time tliey talk very lightly of the pretend- 
■*= ed miracles of mahommed j adding, that he was a. very artful man, and 
*' whether he has any particular intereft witli the. almighty, will be belt 
known hereafter. That they once profeffed the Christian religion, 
feems to be in the highed; degree probable. A french miffionary 5, 
who relidcd fome time in their country, affirms, that he found among 
them fevL;ral books relating to ciiristi'anity. The fame is confirmed 
by the expedition which nadir shah made, when, among other- 
“ fpoils, he brought away divers books, fome of which he- had the curio- 
” fity to order to be tranlLued ; and from thence alfo it appeared, that. 
“ they had been Christians. The Persians will hardly be perfuaded 
“ that they do not continue fuch, feeing that they drink wine without -re-. 
“ ferve, and marry but- one woman*’.. 

Their vallies are exceeding fertile, producing plenty of wheat, oats, , 
“ and barley, with abundance of.flieep, whilft their hills are, covered with 
“ vines, from which they make very good wine, and have great plenty 
“ of it. Their country is for the moft part very pleafant. They are 
“ ingenious in feveral manufadlures of wool and camek hair ; and none 
of the neighbouring nations equal them in making fire-arms, which - 
“ they fell to the persianSi The- Armenians bring -them dyed calli- 
- “ toes, and other manufactures of Persia, alfo rings, knives, and ear-rings ; 
“ made in europe, in- return of which- they receive madder’ j alfo fire-, 
“arms, and coarfe woollen manufactures; together with falfe Persian 
money ; for as the coin of this empire is made fmall and thick', it is counter- 
t' felted exa<lHy with very little filver. It is faid the armen ians accept of this . 


e A JESUIT, with whom Twas particularly acquainted in ghilan, and from whom I received 
the gTcatell part of this account. 

^ According to the miffionary’s account ; others fay that a plurality is allowed ; fo that I iiuaglne 
ihey differ from each other in this particular’ in dififerent parts of their country* 

I -A root which dyes red. 




coua- 
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“ counterfeit for a quarter part of it’s current value j however this may be, 
“ it is certain there are great quantities of this money in Persia, not only 
“ filver, but gold alfo. Thcfe tartars trade lifcewife with the Rua- 
siANS ',vith their madder, taking in exchange, flioes,- boots, and cloathing 
“ of dreffed flieep-ikins.” 


G H A P, LVL 

Contimiatkn of the Russian emhajfy, vsith a dfcnption of the traSi f' 
country from derjbend to baku, and a fuccviB accotmt of this city. 

f I 'HE 29th of January 1747. we left derbend, marching fouth>~ 

“ -i. ward, the higEnaountam on which that city ftands, being on the 

“ well:, and the feS to the eaftward of us: we travelled by feveral woods-, 
and over a fmall river, and encamped on a plain 17 werfls from iher- 
“ BEND. We had already, on the other fide of that city, been much in- 
“ commoded with fhackalls ; but here their howling was more intolcra- 
“• ble, when one begins, tliey all take the cry j .however they do no other- 
“ mifehief. . 

“'The 30th, We pafled two very high'ridges covered with grafs, which . 
“■the PERSIANS faid were the walls of a great city, once the rcfidence of 
“ the princes of the hilly country. From thence diredting our march 
“ through the ruins of a large town, a wood of oaks, and fome arable 
land, though now deferted, we pafied the urb as, and feveral little rivers, 
“• till we reached the sambur, which is near a- mile broad. The courie 
of this river is rapid, but w'e pafied it without difficulty, and pitched our ■ 
tents on the fouth banks, leaving behind us a fmall fort on the* north fide^ 

“ Here we found great plenty of wildfwine, hares, partridgesi and pheafents,- 
alfo a moor-fowl, the flefh of which was very deliciou?. From thence 
“ travelling through a country of rich ground well watered, and indifie- 
“ rently wooded for about 12 werfts, we pafied through another town, in ^ 
“ ruins : .from hence the country is more fandy. 
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“Februaiy the 21 ft. We pitched our tents on the declivity of a hill, 
having a caftle to tlie fouth-wcft. It was now clear wcatlier and 
hard Froft; we had the view of a very remarkable mountain, called the 
“ shah’s hill, from which the fnow appeared in a great variety of hues. 
The next day we paiTcd many rivulets, fix of which were not inconftde- 
rablej their banks are well wooded with timber. We encamped near 
“ tlie caftle of shirvan, where there was a garrifon of 500 Persians. 

The 3d, we palled not far from the ruins of a large city, faid to be the old 
'“‘sHAMAKiE % and pitched our tents on the declivity of a verdant hill, 
“ having the fea at a fmall diilance to the eaftward, 

“ The 4th, We arrived at the caravanferai, which is efteenied the firft in 
the PERSIAN dominions j from hence are to he feen the remains of fome 
old walls which run into the fea. Near this caravanferai is the peak 
■ spiTZSERMACK, which in form refemblesa man’s hand, and is of the 
fame kind of matter as the walls of derbend. Some of our compa- 
“ ny made an excurfion to the foot of it, and thence up a fteep hill to a fort, 
which has a battlement round it of hewn ftone. This runs on tlae fouth 
fide of the rock till it forms the liimmit of a precipice, whofe bottom 
“ the hazy weather did hot permit us to difeover. There are feveral 
fquare holes, as if intended to throw down ftones, and an arched vault, 
of which part is broken down : from thence we climbed up about 30 
lathoms to the top of the peek ; it forms near a femicircle, round which 
“ we obferved the remains of a wall. On the fouth fide there are above 
“ 100 ftone fteps, by which we defeended, and found a fmall fquare plat- 
form, furrounded with a wall of about 12 feet on each fide j then go- 
•*' ing on northward, we faw nothing but a precipice, till the clouds inter- 
cepted our fight, though the fky above us was ferene. V/ e then 
pafled between an opening in the rock to the weft fide, and came to a 
fmall fquare, where we found a book in a niche of one of the walls, 
** the charadlers of which we apprehended to be Arabic j the paper was 
very hard and unpliable. This romatic feene, which is dijfficult to de- 
’“feribe, the Persians and tartars believe to be the-refidence of the 

vNadir 5-bak xemoved the inhabitants to the weflward over the 'mountains. 
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“ prophet' ELiAa when he fled from ahab. Near it is the burying-pkce 
“ of Tome of the mahommedan prophets. From hence appeared the 
“ fummitsof many mountains raifing their proud heads above the clouds. 

“ We now returned the fame way as we came to the head of the Heps, and 
obferved at the fouth end of the peak a pillar of flione of about 60 feet 
“ high, and near 5 feet diameter, at the foot of vvhich the rock was black 
“ for fome diftance ; the Persians fay there fometimes runs a ftream of wa-.. 

ter. As the embaflador and his retinue pafled under the hill, we heard 
“ a very confufed noife, . as coming from a great diftance : upon our 
“ difcovery of fome tartars, we refolved to retire immediately. This 
“ is faid to have been formerly a neft of robbers j but the want of water-^ 
“ has dillodged them : if there is a poffibility of an impregnable caftlc, 

“ this certainly might be rendered fuch. . 

“ The 5th, we travelled about 40 werfts, the moft part through a bar- 
“ ren and fandy foil, btit good road, leaving fevcral fprings of black nap-- 
“ tha to the weftward, and encamped at the caravanferai near niezabad, • 
“ The 6th, we proceeded on our journey, paffing- by three caravanferaic ' 
“ to the eaftward, and fix wells of white naptha at the foot of a hill, co- 
“ vered with verdure on the north : the fmell of the naptha was. very of- 
** fenfive. We travelled over feveral rocks of brown foft free-ftone, and 
encamped on the north fide of Baku, remarkable for- the beft haven ■■ 
on die CASPIAN. Here fliips can lie moored head and ftern, with their 
“ heads to the fea 40 fathoms off the-fliore, within the command of two ■ 
“ ftrong baftions, as alfo by the fide of the wall of the northernmoft baf- 
“ tion. In this city is a fumptuous palace of hewn ftone, which the rus- 
“ SIAN bombs in 1722 had contributed to reduce to the ruinous ftate in.- 
“ which we found it. The Persians fay, that as the turks made ufe. 
“ of it as a magazine, they will not repair it j but the truth is, they are in 
** no circumftances to do any fuch thing. 

“ The rebellion of 1743 did not coft lefs than the lives c>f!1 5000 men, . 
to die province and the adjacent country of shirvan. . Formerly many 
** merchants lived here, efpecially Indians and armjenjans, together 
with feveral tartars j and, in the fingle branch of.raw filk, they 

“ ufed . 
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ufed to export 400 hales of 25 batmans each 5 but now they havcfcarcc 
any veftiges of commerce. 

" This city is faid to have been built by the Tueks : the fortification is 
femicircular, and the two points of it are extended into the fea. It is 
defended by a double wall, of which the inmoft is lofty for a Persian 
“ fortification. It has alfo a ditch and redoubts, which lafi: confiitutc the 
“ greatefi: part of its flrength. Thefe were made by the Russians when 
they were mafters of die city j but the pee si ans are ignorant of the ufc 
“ of them. The ditch has no communication with the fea, being on dry 
*' ground, as the place ftands on a declivity j but they can fill it in 24 
“ hours lay water which runs from tlie adjacent mountains. As all the coun- 
try here is impregnated with fait and fulphur, the water, though efteem- 
“ ed wholefome, is very unpleafant. The neighbourhood of this city fup- 
“ plies GHiLAN, and mazanderan, and other countries contiguous with 
“ rock-falt, brimftone, and naptha. It is the only place near the cas- 
“ PI AN that produces faffron, for which it is famous. They have alfo 
red wine here of a ftroiig body and well-tafted, which the aemenians 
make at shamakie. The country abounds in hares, deer, and anti- 
lopes i the fiefli of the laft is delicious food. Round Baku arefeveral 
lofty and cragged mountains, on which are very ftrong watch-towers j 
thefe feem to have been intended to give alarm, in time of war, of the 
approach of the turks, or highland tartars j to the depredations of 
■f ‘ .b-Oth which this city has been often expofed.’’ 


CHAP. 
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A fuccbi5i account of the antient Persian i-ellgion^ with feveral minute 
particular t relating to the everlajiing fir near baku, and the extraor- 
dinary effect of this phanomenony to which the Indians pay divine ho- 
nours', alfo of the feSi called moum seundurain. 

I Muft beg leave to Interrupt the journal of the emballj?' at baku, 
where an objedt prefents itfelf that reminds us of the antient re- 
ligion of the PERSIANS. Zoroaster, . the founder of tliis religion, 
appeared about the year of the world 2860. This great philofo- 
pher was ftruck with the demonftrations of the perfedtion of that felf- 
exillcnt being, who is the author of all good. Eeing at a lofs how 
to account for the introdudlion of evil into the world j he imagined 
there were tw;o principles ; one the caufe of all good, whidh he repre- 
fented by light and the other the caufe of all evil, which he figured to 
himfelf by darknefs. He confidercd light as die moll: perfedt fymbol of 
true wifdom and intelledtual endowment ; and darknefs die reprefentativc 
of things hurtful and deftrudtive. From hence he was led to inculcate an 
abhorrence of all images, and to teach his followers to worlhip god only, 
under the form of fire j confidering the brightnefs, ac 9 :ivity, purity, and 
incorruptibility of that element, as bearing the moft perfedt relemblance to 
the nature and perfedtions of the good deity. For die fame realbn the 
PERSIANS fliewed a particular veneration to the fun, which was founded 
on their belief, diat it is the noblefl: creature of the vifible world, and that 
the throne of the almighty is feated in it. This good principle which 
they acknowledged to be the omnipotent creator and prefeiwer of all things, 
they called yezad, and alfo ormuzd, which fignify fupreme. The evil 
principle they filled ahariman, i; e. the devil. Some have aflerted that 
the antient Persians held a coeternity of thefe two principlegi but 
others, who feem better acquainted with the true tenets of this religion, 
agree that ormuzd, according to the Persian mythology, fiffl: fubfified 

V 

* As denominated by the Indians. The author of the journal of cheembafly did not go to fee 
this fire; but the concurrent tedimony of many who did fee ity puts the matter beyond doubt to me. 
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alone ; that by him both the light and darkacfs were created ; and that 
AHARiMAN was Created, or rather arofe from darknefs. In the compoli- 
tion of this world good and evil being thus mixed together, they believed 
they would continue till tl\e end of all things, when each Ihould be icya- 
rated and reduced to its own fphcrc. 

The antient tersians eredted no temples, but offered their iacrihccs in 
the open air,, and generally on the top of a liill j for they efteemed it in- 
jurious to the majefty of the god of heaven, to fhut up in walls, him tO' 
whom all tilings are open; whom the world cannot contain j who fills im- 
menfity with his prefence ; and to whom die whole earth, with regard to 
man,, fhould be efteemed as anhoufe or temple. 

Between the beginning of the reign of cyrus the great and the end 
of that of DARIUS the fen of hystaspis, being about 6co years after the 
fiift zozoASTER, whom 1 have mentioned, another philofophcr of the 
fame name arofe. This laft undertook to reform fome articles. in the an- 
tient religion : he taught that there is one fupreme, independent and 
felf-exiftent being. That under him there are two angels, the one of 
light, who is the author of all good; and the other of darknefs, who is die 
author of all evil. That tbefe two, by a mixture of light and darknefs, 
made all tilings which are. That they are in a perpetual ftiaiggle widi each 
odier ; where the angel of light prevails, diere good reigns ; and where the 
angel of darknefs, there evil predominates. That this flniggle fhall laft 
till the end of the world, when there will be a day of judgment, in which 
all fliall receive a juft retribution according to dieir works : after which the 
angel of darknefs and his follow^ers fhall be caft into a world of their own, 
where they fhall fuffer for their evil deeds in darknefs, which to all eternity 
fhall be feparated from the light. But thofe who cherifhed and cultivated 
their fpiritual uature, and obeyed the angel of light, fhall go with him into 
a world, where, amidft everlafting brightnefs and triumphant glory, they 
fhall receive the rewards due to their good deeds. 

This laft ZOROASTER, contrary to his great predcceflbr,. caufed temples 
to be built, in which the facred fires were ordered to be conftantly and care- 
,Tully preferved. 
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Tliefe opinions, with a few alterations, are ftill maintained by fome 
of die poflerity of the antient Indians and Persians, who are called ce- 
BERS, or GAURS, and are very zealous in prcferving the religion of their 
anceftors j particularly in regard to dieir veneration for the element of fire. 
What they commonly call the everlasting fire, near Baku, before 
which diefe people offer their fupplications, is a pheunomenon of a very 
exti'aordinary nature, in fome meafure peculiar to this country, and there- 
fore deferving of a particular defeription. 

This objedt of devotion to the gebrrs, lies about lo English 
miles north- eafl by eaft from the city of Baku on dr}'- rocky land. There 
ai*e feveral antient temples built with ftone, fuppofed to have been all dedi- 
cated to fire j moft of diem are arched vaults not above lo to 15 feet high. 
Amongft others therc-is a little temple, in which the Indians now wor- 
fliip : near the altar about 3 feet high is a large hollow cane, from the end 
of which iffues a blue flame, in colour and gendenefs not unlike a lamp 
that burns with fpirits, but feemingly more pure. Thefe Indians affirm, 
that this flame has continued ever fince die flood, and they believe it will lafl: to 
die end of the world j that if it was refifted or fuppreffed in that place, it would 
rife in fome other. Here are generally forty or fifty of thefe poor de- 
votees, who come on a pilgi-image from their own comitry, and fubfifl: 
upon wild fallary, and a kind of Jerusalem artichokes, which are veiy 
good food, with other herbs and roots, found a litde to the noitli- 
ward. Their bufinefs is to make expiation, not for their own fins only, but 
for thofe of others, and they continue the longer time, in proportion to the 
number of perfons for whom diey have engaged to pray. They mark their 
foreheads with faffron, and have a great veneration for a red cow. They 
wear very litde cloathing, and thofe -who are of the moflidiflinguidied piety, 
put one of their arms upon their head, or feme other part of the body, in a 
fixed pofition, and keep it unalterably in that atdtude. 

A little way from the temple is a low clift of a rock, in which there is 
a horizontal gap, 2 feet from the ground, near 6 long, and about 3 feet 
broad, out of which iffues a conffant flame, of the cc^our and nature I have 
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already defcribed ; when tlie \^'ind blows, it n’fcs fometimes 8 feet high, 
but much lower in ftill wcaliier : drey do not perceive drat the flame 
makes any imprefllcn on the rock. This alfo die Indians wordiip, and 
fay it cannot be reflfled but it will rife in feme other place. About 20 
yards on the back of diis clift is a well cut in a rock 12 or 14 fadiom deep-, 
with exceeding good v.'atcr. 

The eardi round this place, for abov'e two miles, has this furpiiz- 
ing propeity, that by taking up tivo or three inches of the furface, and 
applying a live coal, the pojt which is fo uncovered, immediately takes 
Are, almoft before die coal touches die eai'th : die flame makes the foil 
hot, but does ,not confurae it, nor afFe( 9 : what is near it widi any degree of 
heat. Any quantity of this earth carried to another place does not produce 
this effedt. Not long fince eight horfes were confumed by this fire, being 
under a roof where die furface of die ground was turned up, and by fonie 
accident took flame... 

If a cane or tube, even of paper, be fet about' 2 inches in the grouneb, 
confined and’ cl ofe with' earth below, and die top of it touched with a live 
coal, and blown upon, immediately a flame ifllies without hurting either die 
cane or paper, provided the edges be covered with clay-5 and this mediod 
they ufe for light in their lioufes, which .have only the earth for the floor : 
three or four of-thefe lighted canes wdlT boil water in a pot 5 and thus 
they drefs their vidtuals. The flame may be extinguifhed in the fame man- 
ner, as diat of fpirits of wine. The ground is dry and Rony, and the more 
ftony any particular part is, the ftronger and clearer is die flame; it fmells 
' fulpiliurous like naptha, but not very offenfive. 

Lime is burnt to great perfedHon by means of- this phsEnomenon; 
the flame communicating itfelf to any diRance where the earth is uncoverr 
ed to receive it. The Rones muR be laid on one another, and in three days 
the lime is compleated. Near, this place briniRone is dug, and naptha- 
wrings are found. 

The chief place for the black or dark- grey naptha is the fnaall illand 
WE Toy, now uninhabited, except at.. Rich times as tiiey take naptha from 
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thence. The Persians load it in bulk in their v/retched veffels ; fo that 
ibmetimcs the fea is covered with it for leagues togedier. When the wea- 
ther is tliick and hazy, the fpriiigs boil up the higher; and the naptha 
often takes fire on the furface of the earth, and runs in a flame into the 
fea, in great quantities, to a diftance almofl: incredible. In clear weather 
the fprings do not boil up above 2 or 3 feet ; in boiling over, this oily fub- - 
fiance makes fo firong a confifiency as by degrees almofi to clofe the mouth 
of the fpring ; fometimes it is quite clofed, and forms hillocks that look as 
black as pitch ; but tire fpring, which is refified in one place, breaks out in 
another. Some of die fprings, ^ which have not been long open, form a- 
moudi of 8 or 10 feet diameter. 

The people carry the napdia by troughs into pits or refervoirs, drawing it ' 
offfiom one to anotfijer, leaving in the firfi refervoir the water, or the hea- 
vier part with which it is mixed when it ilTues from the fpring. It is un- 
pleafant tothefmell, and ufed mofily . amongft the poorer fort of the Per- 
sians, and other neighbouring people, as we ufe oil in lamps, or to boil 
their vifiuals ; but it communicates a difagreeable tafie. They find it burn 
heft with a fmall mi.xture of aihes : as they find it in great abundance, 
eveiy fiunily is well' fupplied. They keep it, at a fmall diftance fronfi 
their houles, in earthen vefiels under . ground, to prevent any acciden^'-'by^ 
fire, of which it is extremely fufceptible. * ' ^ 

There is alio a white naptha on the peninfula of APCHERON.^^J^uch ' 
diimier confifiency; but this is found only in fmall quandtie^.' The Rus- 
sians drink it both as a cordial and medicine, but at doe^ not intoxicate ; 
if taken internally it is faid to be good for the fione, as alfa for diforders of the ■ 
breafi, and in venereal cafes, and fore heads; to both the lafi the Persians • 
are very fubjedt. Externally applied, it is of great ^ in fcorbutic pains; 
gouts', cramps, &c. but it mufi be put to the part^^edted only; it pene- 
trates infiantaneoufly into the blood, and is apt, y^or a fliort time, to create 
great pain. It has alfo the property of ipiritCof wine to take out greazy 
fpots in filks or woollens ; but the remedv/is worfe than the difeafe; .for it . 
leaves an abbminable odour. They^fa;^t is carried into India as a great 
rarity, and being prepared as a jypaii, is the mofi' beautiful and lafting of' 
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any that has been yet found. Not lar fro-:n Jior.re arc alio f[ 
water, which boil up in the fame manner as the r.aptlTa, and very 
thick, being impregnated with a blue clay, but it foon clarifies. I:.ui5iii!; 
in this warm water is found to firengthen, as'-d procure a good appetite, 
efpecially if a fmall quantity is alfo drunk. 


Thele medicinal ou-ditics, and the purity of the air, have formerly 
caufed it to be frequented by numbers of Persians, and other people of 
the firit quality from tlae remoteft parts 3 here are yet the remains of many 
fiately buildings, and a large burying- place 5 one mofquc in particular, which 
•is very large, and has a ftone- cupola. 


I have already mentioned, that shah abas drove the worflaippers of 
fire out of PERSIA : they were then very numerous in feveral provinces, 
which have ever fince been thinly inhabited. I heard of no towns or 
villages only guebarabad near Isfahan, where there are any who 
openly profefs that religion, except thefe miferable pilgrims of whom I 
.have been fpeaking. 


This religion, whidi has many marks of a Ipiritual difpofition in its vo- 
taries, feems to be no objedt of deteftation, compared with that mention- 
ed by OLEARius and Mr. otter. They give an account of a certain peo- 
ple, of whom there are yet fome atsAHRIE^ called moum-seundu- 
RAiN, or extinguifliers of candles. Thefe are the reverfe of the roman 
'TOatronX- >,tiho performed the fecret rites’ of the bona dea, and with 
whom it wi^^ihe higheft prophanation to admit of the prefence of a man. 
Both fexes a^s^neceflaiy to the rites of the moum-seundurain : af- 
ter eating and linking liberally, in great filence and ceremony they put 
out the candies, promifcuoufly changing their places, throw afide 
the difiindion of r^^fi creatures. Though mahommedanism, be- 
yond mofl: other religiorii^.^^the world, indulges its votaries in the ido- 
latry of VENUS 3 yet this fe^^^Xas been perlecuted more than once, and is 
held in great detefiation by u'^iadifciples of mahommed. I muft now 
proceed to the continuation ofthv*^%^rnal of the russiAn embaffy. 

or 

Sometimes 
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Conclufion of the Russian embajfy, with a defcrtption of the country frotn 
BAKU to SHAMAKIE, ondfrotn thence to reshd, 

“ T TAVING tarried under the walls of Baku for 6 days^ and re- 
“ .Cx packed our baggage, the 12th of February 1747 we returned 
“ back the fime way for about 6 werfts, and then directing our courfe 
“ fouthward, wc encamped in a fandy valley, with a lake of fait water 
“ to the eaft- The next day we pafled feveral rivulets covered with nap- 
“ tha, with which the adjacent hills to the weh abound : we pitched 
“ our tents near a caravanferai on the fea-fide. The 14th we marched 
“ wtilerly at the foot of a barren hill,. and crofied a Ibitely hone-bridge 
“ of one arch, bof there was no water under it. We oblerved a great 
** quanity of fea-glafs * of a very choice quality. The weftern profpedt 
« was now continually bounded by lofty mountains : in one of the fmallelt 
•* we were told, that, fome years lince, there was a volcano j but at pre- 
“ lent no fmoke ifliied from it. To the north of us was a mountain, 

“ which fparkled like diamonds, ariling from -the fea-glafs and ch'riftals, 
“ with which it abounds. V/e now direfted our courfe north-weft, tj^^ 
“ mountains intercepting our pafiage till we came to navahy, tlie.^j^^ 
“ bitants of which appeared to be in extreme poverty, and were ^Acatnp- 
“ ed about a mile to the fouth. We perceived feveral beautih^'/^^j^e^;,^ 

. “ faid to be the wives of the governor j as foon as they faw, t^ey hid 
“ their faces, and fled into an adjacent cavern. Our/caydry turned 
“ fouth-eaft over a very high mountain, where it was difficulty-' 

“ we could lead our horfes j but our carriages went ^oupd the north- eaft 
“ end-of the mountain. Having travelled about g 
“ Ku, we encamped at the foot of a mountain rfj 
frelli water, where the Persians were met, b/leveral 
“ whom they had left at salyan, and oth^.j. places 
KURA. 
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The 1 6th, we travelled through a fand}’’ and uncultivated country, 
with moraffes to the we/l, and lofty mountains to the call ol us. \’^io- 
“ lent rams having fallen on a clay-ground, the next day our camelsj 

■ “ horfes, and mules were extremely fatigued, iafoinuch that we could not 
" travel above 1 5 werfts : we encamped on the lide of a very large lake. 

■ “ The weather clearing up, we found ourfclves funounded with 

mountains, whofe tops are ever covered with fnow. Thcfc were inha- 
« habited by a tartar prince called siiemace who, it is faid, cannot 
“ bring above 5000 men into the field; and yet neither nadir, nor hii 
•“ greater predeceflbr abas, could ever reduce thefe people to fubjedlion. 
“ The former, though a wife prince, difdaining that fo mean, a competitor 
“ Ihould reign within his dominions, determined to reduce their chief; 
“ and, contrary to advice, as well as to the experience of paft ages, marched 
“ 20,000 men into thefe cold and inhofpitable mountains, where it is faid 
•«' he loll more than half of them. It is morally impoffible to bring artille- 
ryinto this country; and if itwaspradlicable, the tartars defend theni- 
“ felves with a number of forts, which, from their fituation, are impregnable. 
“ As their valleys are fertile, and produce abundance of grain, they are never 


^^neceflitated to expofe their country to flavery, by their commerce with 

PERSIANS, or any other people. Their love of liberty is not be era- 

^ ^ j 3 , and as they are in the higheft degree jealous of it, they are con- 

^ *• on the watch to guard their paffes, and to keep a ftore of arms 
•“ and.,pro r 


N ^ ve encamped on the fouth-eaft fide of shamakie, bc- 
twe^ t tid a branch of the river belaja, the banks of which 

^ ' V which fall from the mountains from the north- 
we OiC troubl&l. ^ shamakie mentioned by hiftorians, which is 
ave containeu 12^000 families, and many public and fuperb 
incy, v/as certainly, ve.y ^(^hich nadir shah re- 

bom the other fide mountains, in hopes of keeping the 

in.i.. ta.it& in fubjedlion. Th:<5 city however appeared more rich and 

iul ^ ait 


populous than both derbe 


N,D BAKU ; but, to the ^reat amazement 


>• The general name of sHEMKAtr.')!^ to Aefc chiefi. 
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of tile embaffador and his people, the Persian arm)! vvhich convoyed 
" us, excrcifcd theif cruelties in fo arbitrary a manner, that, in three days 
“ tiin.e, the Hiops of the Armenians, Georgians, Indians, and tar- 
tars, as well as of the Persian citizens were either locked up, ‘or 
“ plundered, though we Could not difeover any other reafon for it, than 
that of the infolence, inhumanity, and rapacioufnefs of the foldiers. 

“ This city is a regular fquare of near three miles in circumference, dc- 
“ fended by a ditch and a wall of earth, with a gate to the north, and an- 
" other to the fouth. It has three paved ftreets in the fame diredlion, inter- 
“ fefled by narrow lanes, with a fquare in the centre, which ferves as a 
market-place, where we faw a few pieces of cannon. They have good 
gardens, and their vineyards produce wine, as already mentioned. Be- 
“ tween the city and the hills is a fmall town, chiefly inhabited by ar- 

“ MENIANS, 

We might have made our tradh from baku much fhorter, without 
returning back fo'far northward, but no provifion had been colleded in 
“that routj and as to coming direcStly from derbend to shamakie, 
“ the highland tartars to the fouthward of that city towards the 
“ KURA, though they acknowledge fubjedlion to the Persians, fublij?' 
too much by plunder, to be trufted. 

“ February the 28th, having {laid here ten days, as well to refr 
*' felves, as for other reafons, we diredled our courfc fouth wards 0 / 
fhy plain for 1 5 werfls. March the i ft. Our way lay 
“ plain, where we pitched our tents on the north banks of t- 
“ the PERSIANS, who yet remained with us, went ovej-'' 
in this place were fuch a number of wild goats aiyd^ , 

“ killed fome almoft at every {hot. The next dav ' 

“ rafs 5 the road being very bad we were obliged' 

“ palTable. 

y 

“ The 3d, Early in the morning we m" 

“ on the north fide of die famous river.- 
“ half- a mile to the vreftward of wF 
VoL. 1 . 
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their ftreams, and run into the cas?iAi'j fea. A little to, the eaflv/ard 
“ is a caftle in ruins, though it was built lb lately as the time of nadir 
^ SHAH. There is another on the fouth fide of the river j hei-e is a circu- 
“ l-ar pyramid of near 50 feet high} in which are niches filled with aSa 
human heads, of the late Persian and tartar chiefs of the shama- 
** KiE rebellion, who were ail beheaded in one morning. Thefe tar- 
“ TARS had not acknowledged fubjedion to Persia, and yet they were 
“ treated as rebels. 

“ The 4th, we pafled the kura ® on a very mean bridge of boats held 
• together by an iron chain of about 500 feet long: This river has high 
fandy banks : direding our courfe fouth- weft, we encamped on the' 
“ banks of the aras. Here we found feveral fmall villages, almoft the 
" only ones inhabited which we had feen fince we left BAKU ; and thefe, 
“ ill three days time, were treated in fuch a manner by our Persian con- 
voy, that many of the inhabitants were obliged to leave their houfes, 
** their wives and children to the mercy of thefe Ipoilers. 

“ The ARAS runs Into the wide and extended plains of mooh an which 
“ reach near 180 miles from north to fouth, and 60 from eaft to weft ; they 
are bounded on the north by the Caucasus, and the fouth by the tau- 
■ ,_:^s 5, having a hilly country to the weft, and the fca to the eaft. Theft 
'■ s were formerly inhabited by fliepberds, who lived in tents, and were 
\herds and flocks} they profefied the religion of the magi, and lived 
and innocent lives. This was alfo the great nurfery of per- 
and where the fovereigns of this country bred thofe beau- 
't which the PERSIANS were diftinguiftied. Thefe plains 
ents of difterent fpecies : in the hot months of the 
Tants are wont to retire with their flocks into the 
v?ve plenty of wild fwine, deer, and antilopes, with. 

♦e MO CAN, and chuh mogham. 
neeable to fome readers, if I had called the river kura by its 
^ XES ; but as all modern maps adopt the modern names, I 
de, elpecially as I have done the fame with regard to other 

^timea uted > bat wfet the proper 

various 
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“ various kind of fowl, which we diverted ourfelves in {hooting. Nadir 
« treated the inhabitants with great feverity j either difperfing, deftroying, 
or fending them to khorasan. 

“ The 15th, A report prevailed in our camp, that the lesgees, between 
DERBEND and BAKU, had made inroads intotlie low countries, and defeat- 
" ed the Persian forcesj alio that they had {educed the inhabitants of sha- 
*' MAKiE to join them. Whatever grounds there were for this alarm, the 
embaffador decamped with Tome precipitation. We marched 20 werfls 
“ over hard fmooth ground, and encamped on the banks of a {landing wa- 
*' ter which communicated with the kura. We Ihould have made our 
march longer, but that we found great fcarcity of cattle for our carriages. 

“ The 1 6th, We ma^^hed fouth-eall 22 werils through thefe deferred 
“ plains, vwhich now were extremely delightful, abounding in grafs and 
“ flowers, with great plenty of phyfical herbs : they are alfo refreflied by 
“ feveral fmall rivers which run into the Caspian fea. We encamp- 
“ ed on the banks of a lake of frefli water : the day following 
we palled by {ix remarkable round hills, and encamped on the foot of 
“ another, 20 werfls from our lall flage. The i£th, we diredted our courfc/ 
Ibuth-wefl, where a ridge of high mountains, covered with fnow, j.u''' 

“ fented themfelves to our view j our road lying over, a rifing grou,-'**^ 
decked with clover, and feveral kinds of herbs. The banks of 
“ iLCHAY are high and fandy j the flream, though fomewhat 
“ clearj it abounds in filh of the li^e of a common trout, of a / . 

with fmall e^crefcences on their heads like horns. We enca’-^ 

“ on the fouth fide of the river, near a fmall inhabited 
diredled our courfe due fouth tb.rough a marihy gro*" 

“ reeds and brambles, palling by feveral habitatioi"^ 
gardens abounding in fruit-trees j fuch as almc' 

“ and cherries : thefe being now in their blollbc 
“ though this day’s journey was very fatigui?^ 

/ 

“ The 19th, We travelled through ny' 

** many flreams, over which we w^'y' 
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“ camped on the river kv.xilagai. u. 1 riC'^catacr was now h-rciie, ar^d 
“ the fun warm, thoirji the niyi.tc? were \'ery cold. The next tliy ti'.e 
feene was much the f.me as * e. the iS:h, aivl gave us mucli ph-w 
“ fure. As we proe.-'.ded ihaf.A-.an^, the fpi Ing feemed to make great ad- 
“ vances every day. In travelling, tric novelty of places aiii), \rhen th.e heart 
is at eafe, exhilarates the fpirits^ as it were, by a more peculiar benignity 
“ of providence. 


“ The 23d, . The great ditliculty wo found in procuring the cattle, 
“ which were ncccffiuy for the cmballador’s ufe, obliged us to tarry till 
« this day : we then rnatrehed through inarfhy grounds and lofty woods, 
“ where alfo grow many wild fruit-ti-ecs-. From thence our road was on 
“ a caufe-way, made by shah abas the greAt, as well for the facility 
“ of marching an arm}', as to fu^i[iort the communication and trade of 
“ thefe parts. Having marched 20 wcrfls we encamped on the north 
banks of the river lankak. 


The 24th, Our march lay on the fca-ihore, which is fandy. Tha 
“ country to the weftward, under the mountains of ghilan, is fo thick 
of wood, and marfliy, as hardly to be callable at this fcafon of the year. 
'\Vines, pomgranates, and orange-trees are alfo in great abundance : we 
'^--ijped on the fide of a lake. 


1 2 ytli, Our march on the fca fliorc was, verv'’ laborious, on account of 
" lands : wc forded the river astara, fituated in the province of 
me, whofe governor is independent of that of ghilan or shir- 
urovince is rich in grain, fruits, and filk- worms j but the 
^e. On the hills to the weftward are the remains of 
'»■ by the Russians j here are fevcral finall villages 
^ the houfes in a ruinous condition j the inhabitants 
'untains having frequently committed hoftilities . 
'27th, our road lying partly on the fea-fliorc, 

' d marjQiy lands, we palfed many rivers and 
pomgranates, which we found in great 
'•lo.us in flavor. The 31ft, the roads 
^days marches very ftiort. April 

« the 
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'' the I ft, our courfe lay on a caufe-way, with deep ditches on both fides, 
" meeting with a great number of ftnall rivers, in v^^hich this country a- 
“ boundsj at length we pitched our tents on the banks of the lesar^, 
“ near which there is a large plain. 

“ I'he 2d, This day exhibited a feene of defolation in the number of ruined’ 
“ villages, through which W'e pafled, though the foil appeared to be extremely 
“ fruitful. This country alfo abounds in timber intermixed wdth fruit-trees, 
“ and vines, whofe grapes are faid to produce good wine. We pafled no lefs than 
“16 fmall rivers, and encamped near the town of keskar. Here we found 
‘‘ a great body of ousbeg tartars belonging to the Persian army,- 
“ who had permifTion to live at diferetion, till the inhabitants fhould pay 
" a heavy contribution, w'hith tlic shah, had impofed on them. Some of 
thefc tartars- gare proof of great virtue and moderation j whilft others 
« violated matrons and virgins with a favage licentioufnefs, often killing 
“ not only the men who oppofed them, but the women alfo. This town, 
“ and the diftrid of the fame name, is under the jurifdidion of the go- 
vernor of ghilan, whofe refidence is at reshd. Not long fince this 
“ place was remarkable for tlie quantity of raw filk it produced, and 
“ for many filk fabrics; but the oppreflaon of nadir’s government feem-- 
“ ed to have involved every thing in one common ruin. Near this place 
“ we faw the ruins of a fort which the Russians had formerly built to 
“ prevent the incurfions of the neighbouring mountaineers. 

“ The 3d, As the embaflador nowefteemed himfelf feciire, 

“ to the rebellion towards the kura, and near tlie end of his jo;' 

” GHILAN, he halted. The 4th, w'^e marched 20 werfis, throng]'' 
woods and gardens ; and crofting feveral rivulets over ftor 

“ encamped on the halkalaj an,, whofe banks are vc-rv/” 

• / 

“ The 5tli, the country ftill continued pleafimt ; 

“ rivers and a lake, and the day following the 
trance into reshd.” / 
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CHAP. LIX. 

A coaftng ^lot, containing a particular defcription of the coajis and ports of the 

CASPIAN fea^. 

I Shall conclude this account of Persia with the following defcription of the 
coafts and ports of the Caspian fea, extracted from captain woodroofe’s 
coafting pilot. The fubje£t has fome connexion with what has been faid in the 
a 2d, 33d, and 24th chapters of this volume; and though it may be barren of 
pleafure to thofe who delight neither in commerce, geography, nor na\ igation; yet 
as this fea has merited the attention of hiftorians ; and the britisji nation never 
had any accurate information concerning it, we may prefume that the following 
account of its navigation will not be ungrateful to fome readers. The original 
p.apers of captain woodroofe, from whence this defcription is extrafted, are 
more vcibofe, but do not contain any tiling material that I have omitted. 

« From ASTRACHAN to YERKIE is 6o ENGLISH milcs : the channel is for the 
moft part pretty good, except juft below iw an chuk, where, at low water, there 
« is only 8 feet at moft. Ships formerly entered and cleared out at yerkie ; but 
i that place being now almoft overflowed, is left in ruins, and the office removed 
SADLISTOVA, about 2 leagues to the northward. 

T yerkie is the ifland caraza, where all goods imported are landed, and 
•jes built for their reception in qnarantain ; and fhips lay oft for tlie 
fe. There is generally 7 ■* feet water on yerkie bar, but upon extra- 
’s, it rifes to 9 or 10 feet. In order to fail over yerkie bar, and down 
ORiE, after you get to the lower paftof the river below y erkie, 
ds, ftecr out a little wefterly j or if the weather be clear, and 
;RiE, keep the land open ; then failing over 7 » icet, 
'd find for near half a mile, and it dce[)ens to 2 and 
' to anchor in 2 i fathoms, run it about two cables 

Vt Chap. XX. 
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to die well towards a little red cliiF an the iQand tooleena, where there 
is 3 fathoms water, and a good holding ground with black mud and fand. 


“ A’J the coall is very low and marfhy, and the air over it being generally hazy^ 
“ it is dilncult to diftinguid'i places. From yerkie all veffels take their de- 
“ parture, and this place they alfo make when homeward bound. 


“ Goufna-serotka lies about 9 leagues to the fouthward of yerkie, and near 
“ it is generally two fathoms water j but on the middle fend, which lies off che- 
“ tirie-bogor-Ie from fouth fouth-eaft to fouth fouth-eail half foutli, at the dit 
“ tance of near 8 leagues is only 8 feet water. It muft be remarked, that as low 
“ as chetirie-eogorie there is generally frefir water, except after a gale of fouth- 
“ eriy wind. On leaving the bank of goufna-serotka, the fea deepens fo a& 
“ you cannot find a bottom with any line. 


“ In this fea there arc no tides j but hard gales of wind either from the north 
“ or foutli, raife the "^er 3 or 4 feet, and fometimes more, and when thefe 
« gales ceafe, the water returns to its ordinary depth, with a prodigious current;, 
“ and confufed fea. It muft alfo be obferved that it is the fame on the Persian 
“ coaft as on the Russian ; but rendered ftronger and more irregular on the latter, 
“ by the ftreams which iffuefrom the volga, iamb a, and y,4.eik. This occalions 
“ the lofs of many veffels ; for the force of thefe currents is apt to deceive. Captain 
“ woodroofe, after his firft voyage, inftead of lieaving thejogg, made life of deep 
“ fea-lines, and die heavieft lead ; for die lead remaining fteady, difeovered his 
courfe more exadly. It is alfo to be noted, that, on the north- coaft, the found- 
ings begin before you enter much into thefe contrary currents, which are gene- 
“ rally occafioned by the wind coming from the oppofite points of north or fouti/ 
“ The RUSSIANS lofe many veflels on the (holes of the north coaft for want ^ 

“ tention and.lkill. Thefe veffels when laden, generally draw 9 or 10 f^ 
teri and as they run into’ii or 12 feet before a fouth or fouth- 
which frequently raife a tumbling fea, it muft neceffarily endanger 
“ This might be eafily prevented by keeping to the eaftward y' 

“ GANSKoi, or the iQand of k.uralie, in all which are very faie^'' 


“As the land both at chitcheena and kulaeie is 
fpiiiig and fall are generally attended with great fogs 
“ g.itor muft be on his guard, particularly on the weft s 
“ his lead going ; and when he comes into 35 or 401/ 

“ edge into 30 fathoms : as he approaches 


1 / 



COASTING PILOT OF 


Part III. 


394 

with a light grey fand. Then hailing out north uordi-call, or :iorch-eafl: by 
“ north, he will pafs over a clean white hind, which runs out dj.i'-ii call Irom 
cniTciiEENA into 12 and 15 h’thoms v/ater. The ncaiM' he approaches to 
ToCiLEENA the ground is blacker, but about 5 leagues to th. caili/ai.l is a clean 
*'*'grey fand without mud. 

“ The dillance between chitcheena and tooleeva is about 9 leagues, 8 of 
“ which are a good channel : but it mnft be particulaily remarl'od that too- 
LEENA is rather a fliolc than an ifland ; for when the water is high, nothing but 
« reeds appears upon it, and in turning to windward it is not advifeablc to Hand 
nearer either to it or ctiitcheena than in 3 fathoms water. If ncccility obliges to 
“ run between the point of land and chitcheena, keep pretty dole the point, be- 
‘‘ caufe on the other fide there is a Ihole which runs a great way, and a little fpot 
■“ that is quite dry. 

At DERBENP there' w.ns formerly a landing-place for goods, but it is now 
.under water. This is the wpril port, if it may be called lurli, in the whole 
“ CASPIAN fea, not only with regard to the loading and unloading of boats on the 
fliore, but from the ftony foul ground in the road. 

“ On the weft coaft you ought to keep the lead ‘as foon as you make derbend. 
“ When on Ihore you will iind hard ftony ground intermixed with cockle and 
“ mufcle ftiells inaboup 30 or 40 fathoms. 

“ From May to September there are feldom any hard gales of wind, and thcre- 
fore Ihips in derbend road bringing the lower end of the fouth wall to bear 
due w'eft, may lie in 7 fathom water, which is about J of an English mile from 
' the ftiore. Here is a clean fpot of fandy ground for at leaft 2 cables length 
'■ery way; but in winter it is not advifeablc to come nearer than i I mile in 1 1 
ns, and to lie as hear the middle of the two walls as poffiblc, where the 
‘'ij not altogether fo bad : but there .are many loofe ftones very hurtlul 
' Iq' that care muft be taken not to lay too flack moored, that the va- 
•s^jvhich blow on this coaft, and the counter currents which fome- 
"^al times a day, may not do mifehief. It is always found the 
\ at Angle anchor, and to have your fails furled with rope 
Hdy on any emergency. It is never obferved, that the 
\e 2 i points from the fhore. 

‘i-phrafe for throwing. 


The 
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“ Thv.* next port is niezaead, by others called niezawoy, where there is. 
“ clean holding ground of ouze and fand. Between this and spitzeermack is a 
“ remarkable rocky hill near the fea-fide. The Russian charts mention two rocks 
“ called the dwa bratie ; but captain woodroofe fays, he traced that place 
“ very often without finding them. 


“ The RUSSIANS and Persians often pafs through the ftreights of apsheron 
“ between swetoi and the main j tins is very furprizing as the paflage is dange- 
*' rous, and they have 30 leagues of good fea-room between zeloi and the 
“ eaftern main. If the navigator is under a necefiity of going between swetoi and 
“ the weftern main, there is a good channel through it with 3 i fathoms clay 
“ ground for near half a mile wide : but on both fides are many rocks, fo that 
“ there is no venturing except by day-light, and taking proper care to keep the 
“ lead. On the fouth fide of zeloi there is good anchoring-ground, and pro- 
“ tciftion from the northerly winds; care however muft be taken of a (hole 
“ that runs cail, lbutli=eaft from this ifland, which riles pietty bold, and has 
“ white clifts on the fouth fide ; in clear weather they may be feen at the diflrance 
“ five or fix leagues. 



“ Being bound from the northward to Baku, it is neceflary to give the great 
“ shah’s bank a good birth'; then hall in about weft north-weft for the en- 
“ trance of the bay, which lies between the ifland nargin and a little fifliing- 
" town : on a bluff point on the weftern main, is a clear channel of feven fathoms 
“ near a league over. Veffels fometimes go to the eaftward of nargin ; but the 
“ rock of DAVERiSH, as well as feveral {holes which were formerly iflands, togc- 
“ ther with the fmall depth of three fathoms, render that channel dangerous. On y 
“ the eaft fide of the bay of baku they dig fait and brimftone, and coafting/ 
“ veflels receive their loadings. In the mole of baku is two fathoms water. TX 
“ may be denominated the beft, if hot the only true port in the Caspian 

“ The ifland boullah lies to the fouth-weft of baku ; to the eaft X' 

there is about 10 fathoms water ; but to the weft is a bank of 
“ weftern main, which is almoft dry. * ^ 

y’ 

“ SwiNoy is a bold ifland about four leagues from the . 

there are two rocks near the north end of it. The {hole 
“ shah’s bank, is about 6 miles long, and 2 broad, &nd^^ 

“ The foundings round it are very gradual, and as 

^ As cxprefTed in the fea-chart. ® Sea-term for 1: 

to rooqt in a fliip, fur which this term is alfo adopted. 
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“ changes from loofe mud to land. The iOand tliough lev:, is very iLep 

on all fides. About lci(tli-e„ll: by fouth HO. n this :ii.p.’is a ior'r. 

“juft at the water’s edge, v/hich, at a. didance, r..ftn oles boats. T\\'Hi.''L' h, * 
RUSSIANS nor live rirsfA-s in my t’me v.'cre acqu.’ii'tod v, ith tlicin ; .ind it is 
“ more than probab’o rliat many vedcls, m their pai.agc ho n the ilwr n-'ao to 
“ BAKU, have It. ’p. lo'l ig'mihT i'yot, foasnc^er to have L'.v.i ih.j;-: l.var l 
" This river I a" .,t dv ‘.:a'vre two lathonio \\atcr, and i’, u sr 
“ vj’ all pa as;.'’. velTh g iv; to, or leturniiig fioni iSAui:. C 'p-.ing i-i 
the co.-it, navig 'L-Ks ihoi.id have a particular care to : void a li.:nk of ' , : 
“about 5 L'.'.gUH> t..i t!.e woftward of i.\z;i,L[ r, where it is only ri fca 
”• 'I'he ’-'roper i h.cc for anthuhig in EJ ZLLi-r.t: load, Ls to briiU>; the ilou- 
“ houfes on the weft fide of the bar to bear f ufh ioutii-weil, and to run 'Vito 
10 or I? iathonts water. Captain vvooDaoora fiequt nt!y obll-rved, tli.it in 
“ coming from the northward with a hard gale of wind at north, oii his arrival 
“ on this coaft, it h.is veered to t'lc no th-wv I, ilie louth cafl, or, as gcner.illy 
“ h.;i'';-.'ei'..‘;, to the well i fo that wlvn ih.t wind is n'..Lh at f a, ih • a lllls in this 
“ road, having it in the points juft mentioned, lie in the trough ol the 11 a, u.id 
“ ride in a very difagrceablc, as well as inlecurc manner. 

“ The river sefictkood having feklom above 3 (Vet water at its entrance, is of 
“ no Life to fliip'-, tlvH'gh dieic is a very goo.! depth within the bar. As a rapid 
“ ftream runs from lIun nver into the lea whlv a ‘pxat edd,y, it is not proi er to 
“ h'-.ld nearer than 7 l.ithorr.s water, t! 'Hiyh there is 5 or 6 laihoms witliin three 
“ qu.arteis ofa mile froiv. the Ihorc. 1.' t • u ppet iam tl,b e.ldy ve ih httlc or no wind, 
“ there i‘. great d.inge. ol being (hhen a-Hv '.e i.o the lonihv .ud, and many a : iin- 
“ siAK vcficl h.i.s been loii in c.alm we..ther. e’J ont 4. ’ifiles up tlv .sr.n.irr.oon a 
■'Tmall chanrcl lunsinto the lake of i.N'/r.Li.Li;, and ierves a.s a paliage for boats; 
\t at very lotv w.’ter they arc obliged to hall them over a fliolc for about 40 
'.-"Were it not Icr this inoonvcr.lti ce, there wi.iild be communication between 
‘>^z.Lr.. and ulidizar lor loaded boats widiout the neceffity of going 
"9 tiic ibud'.w.Lrd o.f srriBTROOD there is a cove, the entrance pf which 
’'<^’s Icngtii with two fathoms water; and as there is the fame depth 
fail of fnips iright lie land locked with the utmoft fcciirity. 

^ss;^LANGApo.>n cove, which is about 2 s miles fi;om eaft to 
north to fouth. As it has 10 or ii feet water, it 
^"feheft in rank, were it not that the entrance is fo nar- 
'Slpcfore it is attempted. LAKOAROpd road is how- 
Njl place to anchpr, is to bring the point on the 
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“ fouth fide of the bar to bear fouth-weft by weft, and the peak of lahijan hill 
“ weft fouth-weft running into 7 fathoms water, where there is clean fandy 
ground 1 i mile froni the (hore. It muft be obferved there is a bank of fand 
“ which extends itfelf from sefietrood about 3 leagues to the bottom of this 
“ bay. On the edge of this bank about 20 fathoms there is foft mud. The 
“ river which runs up to the town of LANCARood, is about a cable’s length to the 
“ wedward of the fouth of the bar, and is almoft concealed with reeds. Its courfe 
‘‘ is north-eaft There is a fiioie of 7 feet , but it afterwards deepens to two fa- 
“ thorns. 


“ ALEMMAROcd, Or, as it is fomcttmes called, ore asky, is a fmall village to 
“ the eaft, wldi a river navigable for boats drawing 4 feet water. By means of 
the lakes, it communicates with mesckedizar : oir Vvhich you may anchor in 9 ■ 
“ tachou'.s v/ater in clean ground. 

“ The next place iS' fa-rabad, on the calt fide'df the bank of a little river. 
“ OIF this town one may anchor in 10 fathoms water in good ground; however 
“ the beft of thefc roads on the fouth coaft are but difagreeable, as there is generally 
“ a fwell from the fea. The wind is generally wefterly ; when it comes from the 
“ call point, it is very moderate, and attended with pleafant weather even in the 
“ midft of winter. The iiavlg.ujon of the fouth-caft part of the Caspian from 
“faraead to ASTRA 3 AD bay is very fafe and eafy, the foundings regular, and 
“ the ground clean. The palace of ashereff, which is built with ftone, is a 
“ good land-mark, and may be fecn a great way at fea. 

“ Coming either from the north or weft, the fureft way to fail over astraead 
“ bar into the bay, is to bring the lower point of land on the weft fide to bear 
“ fouth-weft at i -i mile diftance. In calm weather it juft appears above the wa- 
“ ter, and when there is any fea, the breakers arc vifible : fteeringin fouth fouth- 
“ eaft fouthcrly till that fpit of fand bears due weft, then fteering fouth and fouth 
“ by weft, you may anchor about a mile to the \\feftward of the entrance of the 
“ river korgan ; but in going into kaxdagasar road, it is nco-'Hiry to obferve 
“ a fpit of fand which runs about half a mile from the mouth of that river. • The 
“ bar has 1 1 to 12 feet water, with hard fand for about a mile, then deepens to 
“ 3 £ and 4 fathoms, with a bottom of foft clay. If the weather prevents the 
“ fight cither of the fpit of fand, or breaheis on the well fide of the bar, run with- 
“ in a mile of the eaft main, which is cafy to be fecn, fceering in fouth and fouth 
by weft : there is, the fame depth all over the bay, v/hich is from two to tour 

“ fathoms 
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fathoms water, in the fpring and fall of the year. I'hcre is a fmall lew iOancl 
“ covered with reeds, which appears to the nnith-caft oT ASTR.vn.'.n har, very 
near the eaft main ; there Is not above five feet w'ater round it j but a le.iguc to 
“ the weftward is two fathoms. 

" From the b.ir of astrap-ad to tlic fouth end of d ■: illand orRrjtx‘.Kor, or, 
“ as thePERSiANs cai! it, idak, is 32 I- leagues, llcciing nor.h-v:il by north half 
“ north. The dccpefl water in that traft is from 7 to i o fathoms, foft ground, 
“ but 10 leagues to fca there is 35 fathoms water, deepening graduaiiy. The 
“channel between the north end of inAK. and the well of deverisii is near a 
“mile and a half wide, with three or four fathoms water; the north end of 
“ IDAK lies under water, and is tcrminatcel by an eminence, whith appears as 
“an idand. Between the cad: end of deverisit and NAnrroN’i.A there is 
“ another channel, which is very narrow. You have good flicker between 
“naphtonia and ogrutinskoi, cither from the north-cad or wed, with the ad- 
“ vantage of putting out to fea with any wind. The bed water is clofe to the 
“ idand dargan, where there is clean ground; but the north fide of it is llony. 
“ Dagadaw is a little high idand about two r,ables length from the north main^ 
and full two fathoms water round it; the anchoregc is fo fecurc, that the diip 
“ might be moored to the idand, and a flrage built from heron dioiv. A little 
“ way from this iCland there are two large rocks above water; three or four leagues 
“ further you h.ive but nine feet water, and at the foot of the mountain only 
five. The points on the north fide of the entrance of this lake confill of liigii 
“ red cliffs which form a fand or gravel of the fame colour w'adicd from it, and 
“ from thence it is called KRASN A -won A*. Within that point the banks arc all 
high rugged rocks, the reft lying under water 

“ Concerning the lake karadogaskoi, it mud. be obferved, that all the cad- 
•“ coaft from krasna-woda to cape karaganskoi is a ragged fliore and rocky 
ground ; in many places there arc high rocks at a didance from the fiiore, 
“ which appear as iflands ; but prudence forbids a near approach to them. 

“ In the latitude of 43 there feems to be a large inlet behind Ibme high rocks ; 
’« but we .never had occafion to make a difeovery of it. From 42 to 43 de- 
grees there is a fand-bank 8 or 9 leagues broad, and 20 leagues in extent ; on 
it there is about 25 fathoms water, which always appears difcoloured. 

• Which in russiah fignifies red water. 
if A more particular defeription of is contained in chap. XXXIV, 
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“ Cape K.AB.AGANSKOI, and the ifland kulalie, are already jnentioried : in the 
‘‘ former there is good fhelter from fouth and fouth-eaft winds •, and the latter has 
a very good harbour, where there is lo or ii feet water, with, clean fandy 
“ ground. This iQand is barren and uninhabited j but the harbour is the general 
“ rendezvous for all the kussian vcllels, which load filh ac the yaeik. for 
“ KisLAR and DEREEND. There are feveral fmall iflands to the eaftw-rd of 
KUf-ALiE j but we never had any opportunity of fnrveying them. 
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